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IT  T  has  uniformly  been  the  object  of  the  edi- 
X  tors  of  this  work  to  collect  from  every 
fource,  thofe  modern  difeoveries,  which,  in 
their  opinion,  tend  to  illuftrate  the  philofophy 
of  the  human  body,  or  to  improve  the  heal¬ 
ing  art.  They  are  not  ignorant  that  the  pro¬ 
per  execution  of  fuch  an  undertaking  is  a  talk 
to  which  neither  their  abilities  nor  opportuni¬ 
ties  are  by  any  means  equal.  They  may, 
however,  venture  to  fay,  that  they  have  with¬ 
held  neither  expence  nor  labour,  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  render  it  ufeful  to  the  public  and  credit¬ 
able  to  themfelves.  And  befides  the  encour¬ 
agement,  as  well  as  the  aid,  which  they  have 
received  from  many  of  the  mod:  eminent  phyfi- 
cians,  the  extenfive  fale  of  the  Englifh  edition 
of  their  work,  and  the  tranflation  of  it  into 
other  languages  during  a  feries  of  quarterly 
publication,  for  a  period  of  five  years,  afford 
them  the  moil  pleafing  teftimony  of  public 
approbation. 

But  they  are  not  more  proud  in  having  re¬ 
ceived  fuch  encouragement  than  they  are  anxi- 
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ous  to  merit  the  continuance  of  it.  Their 
readers,  therefore,  may  he  allured,  that,  on 
their  part,  every  effort  will  be  exerted  to  en- 
creafe  and  extend  the  ufefulnefs  of  this  under¬ 
taking.  In  endeavouring  to  accomplifh  this, 
they  are  now  furnifhed  with  aids  which  the 
former  fuccefs  of  their  work  could  alone  pro¬ 
cure  to  them.  Thefe  aids,  they  flatter  them- 
felves,  will  not  be  withdrawn,  while  they  con¬ 
tinue  to  deferve  them;  and  they  will  not  be 
more  anxious  to  obtain  future  affiftance,  than 
gratefully  fenfible  of  the  favour  conferred  ^ip- 
on  them.  Yet  they  now  find,  that  without 
unneceffary  trouble  to  themfelves,  and  perhaps 
alfo  to  their  correfpondents,  a  particular  an- 
fwer  cannot  be  fent  to  every  one  who  may  fa¬ 
vour  them  with  communications.  They  ima¬ 
gine,  however,  it  is  unneceffary  to  give  affur- 
ance  to  any  who  fhall  hereafter  honour  them 
with  affiftance,  that  a  defire  to  render  their 
work  ufeful  to  the  public  will  be  the  only  mo¬ 
tive  which  fhall  ever  determine  them  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  fele&ion  of  materials  for  their 
publication. 


Edin.  r ft  Jan. 
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I. 

Du  Pronojlic  dans  les  Maladies  Aigues .  Par  M. 
le  Roy,  Profefleur  en  Medicine  au  hudovice  de 
Montpellier ,  Membre  de  la  Societe  Royale  de  la 
meme  Ville ,  &  de  cette  de  Londres,  &cm  8vo. 
Montpellier. 

THE  author  of  the  treatife  before  us,  very 
juftly  remarks,  that  an  intimate  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  principles  of  prognoses 
is  abfolutely  n  e  cellar  y  for  every  phyfician.  For 
it  has  not  only  a  material  influence  on  the  re- 
utation  of  practitioners,  but  is  alfo  a  circum- 
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fiance  of  the  greateft  importance  in  the  cure 
or  treatment  of  every  diforder. 

The  works  of  Hippocrates  on  this  part  of 
medicine  are  highly  extolled  by  our  author,, 
the  greateft  part  of  his  aftfertions  appearing  to 
be  the  refult  of  experience,  and  as  it  were  fo 
many  fadts  noted  down  by  the  beds  of  his  pa¬ 
tients.  But  although  the  writings  of  this, 
great  man  contain  an  infinite  ftore  of  accu¬ 
rate  obfervations,  yet  our  author  is  far  from 
being  fuch  a  blind  admirer,  as  to  be  ignorant 
of  their  being  interfperfed  with  numerous  er¬ 
rors,  both  as  to  reafoning  and  fadfcs.  Many  of 
his  prognoftics  efpecially,  are  found  to  be  di- 
redtly  contrary  to  daily  experience  ;  others  are 
given  out  in  a  general  way,  while  they  evi¬ 
dently  apply  only  to  particular  cafes ;  on  fome 
occafions  prognoftics  are  delivered  as  certain, 
which  experience  fnews  are  only  to  be  confi- 
c'erecl  as  pofiible.  We  frequently  find  men¬ 
tioned  as  the  moft  fatal  appearances,  fymptoms. 
which  only  indicate  a  very  trifling  degree  of 
danger  ;  and  in  other  parts  of  his  works,  opi¬ 
nions  occur,  which,  as  yet,  we  have  never 
been  able  rightly  to  comprehend,  from  a  want 
01  acquaintance  with  the  cafes  to  which  they 
appear  to  have  applied. 

To* 
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To  remedy  thefe  defers  is  the  intention  of  the 
prefent  work.  Such  prognoftics  of  Hippocrates 
as  are  found  to  be  confirmed  by  experience  are 
retained,  thofe  again  which  have  failed,  are 
rejected,  and  a  confiderable  number  are  added 
by  our  author  from  his  own  obfervation  in  dif¬ 
ferent  difordcrs. 

j 

As  it  is  impofnble  to  analyfe  a  book  of  this 
nature  fo  as  to  give  our  readers  a  clear  idea 
of  the  whole,  we  ihall  feledfc  fuch  parts  as 
appear  to  be  more  immediately  the  refult  of 
our  authors  own  obfervation. 

An  intermittent  pulfe,  we  are  told,  if  it  be 
ftrong,  is  not  fuch  a  dangerous  fymptom  in 
acute  difeafes  as  by  many  practitioners  we 
might  be  induced  to  believe.  In  old  people 
it  is  feldom  even  to  be  confidered  as  bad,  and 
ought  not  to  exclude  blood-letting,  when, 
from  other  circumftances,  that  evacuation  ap¬ 
pears  in  any  degree  neceflary. 

Faintings,  which  occur  in  acute  difeafes, 
are  always  to  be  confidered  as  dangerous,  un- 
iefs  when,  on  examination,  they  appear  to  have 
proceeded,  either  from  the  patient  having  re¬ 
mained  too  long  in  an  upright  pofture,  or  from 
worms,  or  from  bilious  collections  occafion- 
kig  an  irritation  in  the  primes  vise. 
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so 

In  the  fecond  chapter  of  the  firfh  fedtion 
which  treats  of  diforders  of  the  vifcera,  we 
are  told,  that  when  a  patient  in  any  febrile 
diforder,  complains,  from  time  to  time,  of  feel¬ 
ing  a  difagreeable  fenfation  about  his  throat, 
as  of  fomething  palling  from  his  ftomach  to 
his  mouth  ;  and  efpecially,  when  it  comes  the 
length  of  threatning  fuffocation,  we  may  con¬ 
clude  with  certainty  that  there  are  worms  col¬ 
lected  about  the  fuperior  orifice  of  the  ftomach, 
which  thus  occafion  an  irritation  in  the  cefo- 
phagus. 

Such  inflammatory  affedtions  of  the  bread 
as  occur  in  the  courfe  of  continued  fevers,  do 
not  in  general,  we  are  told,  prove  fo  fatal  as 
fimilar  affedtions  in  the  lower  belly.  This 
our  author  fuppofes  to  be  in  a  great  meafure 
owing  to  the  fingular  advantages  which,  in 
fuch  diforders  of  the  breaft,  commonly  accrue 
from  expedtoration,  and  which,  in  thefe  dif- 
eafes,  he  obferves,  is  the  remedy  upon  which 
nature  feems  to  place  the  greatefi:  dependence. 

When  fpeaking  of  delirium  as  a  fymptom 
in  febrile  diforders,  our  author  obferves,  that 
it  commonly  proves  favourable  when  the  deli¬ 
rium  appears  in  nearly  the  fame  degree  with 
the  fever,  that  is,  when  they  are  augmented  or 
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diminilhed  with  one  another®  But  when  the 
pulfe  finks,  and  the  patient's  firength  begins 
to  abate,  if  the  delirium  either  encreafes,  or 
continues  only  in  the  fame  degree,  this,  it  is 
faid,  always  affords  a  very  unfavourable  prog- 
nofis. 

Partial  convulfive  motions  which  fometimes 
occur  in  acute  difeaies  ;  whether  in  the  muf- 
cles  of  the  hands,  neck,  face,  or  any  other 
part  of  the  body,  when  at  the  fame  time  other 
bad  fymptoms  occur,  almofl  always  indicate, 
a  certain  and  immediate  death. 

When  fpeaking  of  fuch  critical  evacuations 
as  occur  in  febrile  diforders,  thofe  by  (tool  are 
particularly  taken  notice  of.  On  fome  occa- 
lions  our  author  remarks,  a  diarrhoea  proves 
only  fymptomatic,  and  affords  little  or  no  re¬ 
lief.  At  other  times  it  produces  a  complete 
crifis,  and  frequently  again  it  affords  fome 
relief,  without  however  proving  altogether 
critical. 

Stools  of  the  colour  and  appearance  of  clay, 
give  great  reafon  to  fufpect  the  exigence  of 
worms.  When  the  difcharge  by  flool  appears 
to  be  fymptomatic,  if  it  be  liquid,  whether 
it  is  of  a  yellow,  or  greenifh  colour,  danger 
is  then  always  to  be  apprehended. 
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Stools  of  the  atrabilious  kind,  that  is,  when 
they  are  liquid,  brown,  livid,  or  of  a  blackifh. 
colour,  announce  almoft  immediate  death;  as 
do  thofe  with  a  cadaverous  fmell.  Such  again 
as  have  a  blackifh  appearance,  from  an  evi¬ 
dent  mixture  of  blood,  prove  commonly  fa¬ 
vourable.  In  fuch  cafes  the  blood,  we  are  told, 
frequently  comes  from  the  nofe,  and  they  are 
therefor#  often  obferved  after  violent  haemor¬ 
rhages  from  that  part. 

Among  other  obfervations  which  occur  on 
the  urine  in  febrile  difeafes,  we  fliall  only  tran- 
fcribe  the  following.  It  has  been  proved,  we 
are  told,  by  experience,  that  fuch  fuppref- 
flons  of  urine  as  fometimes  occur  in  acute 
difeafes,  do  not  prove  near  fo  troublefome  as 
a  pnori  might  be  expedted  ;  and  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  that  on  fame  occafions  they  have  been 
known  to  give  a  complete  crifis.  In  proof  of 
this  the  following  cafe  is  related  in  a  note. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1770,  our  author 
attended  a  man  with  all  the  fymptcms  of  an 
inflammation  in  the  bread,  a  diforder  which, 
.it  tuat  time,  generally  prevailed.  At  length 
the  patient  was  feized  with  a  fuppreflion  of 
urine,  which  proved  an  effe&ual  crifis  for  the 
other  complaints.  1  he  fuppreflion  continued 
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for  fome  days,  during  which  period  it  was 
neceffary  to  introduce  the  catheter  different 
times  daily. 

Our  author,  after  treating  very  fully  of  the 
dodtrine  of  critical  days  in  fevers,  in  a  great 
meafure  denies  their  influence  ;  and  concludes 
with  refpedt  to  them,  that  it  does  not  appear 
from  experience  that  nature  fhews  any  con- 
flancy  in  putting  a  termination  to  difeafes  on 
fuch  days  as  have  commonly  been  termed  cri¬ 
tical.  Hence  he  thinks  it  would  be  a  very 
great  error  in  practice,  either  to  form  the 
prognofis,  or  to  fix  the  method  of  treatment 
from  any  confideration  with  refped:  to  thefe 
days.  And  a  practitioner,  in  order  to  re¬ 
gulate  his  condudt  on  thefe  two  points,  with¬ 
out  paying  any  regard  to  the  period  of  the 
difeafe,  ought  to  form  his  opinion  folely  from 
the  appearances,  which  p refen t  at  the  time  ; 
and  particularly  from  the  fever  having  been 
quick  or  flow  in  its  progrefs ;  from  the  fymp- 
toms  announcing  a  found  or  difeafed  ftate  of 
the  different  vifcera,  from  the  flrength  of  the 
patient,  and  other  concomitant  circumflances. 

When  fpeaking  of  pleuritic  and  peripneu- 
monic  affections,  our  author  remarks  that  the 
diforder  is  always  more  dangerous,  when  the 
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pains  occupy  the  back,  and  mediaftinum, 
than  when  the  fides  are  the  parts  affedted. 
When  in  pleurify  the  pain  of  the  fide,  and 
the  difficulty  of  breathing,  difappear  and  give 
place  to  delirium,  the  greateft  danger  is  then, 
we  are  told,  to  be  apprehended. 

if  in  the  courfe  of  a  pleurify  or  peripneu- 
mony  the  patient  is  fuddenly  feized  with  fuch 
a  difficulty  of  breathing,  as  to  be  obliged  to 
fit  con  flan  tly  in  an  eredt  pofture,  if  the  pre¬ 
ceding  fymptoms  have  not  given  reafon  to 
fufpedt  the  formation  of  an  abfcefs,  there  will 
be  the  greateft  reafon  to  prefume,  that  a  ferous 
colledtion.  has  taken  place.  In  confirmation 
©f  this,  a  cafe  in  point  is  here  related  in  a 
note,  ftmilar,  we  are  told,  to  feveral  which 
may  be  found  in  Morgagni, 

Our  author  obferves,  that  from  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  fome  very  refpedlable  writers,  an  opi¬ 
nion  has  of  late  prevailed,  that  no  dependence 
'Can  be  placed  in,  forming  a  prognofts  in  pleu- 
nify,  on  the  appearance  of  the  huffy  coat  of  the 
blood.  From  much  experience,  however,  on 
this  point  he  is  of  a  very  different  opinion,  and 
he  concludes  his  remarks  with  refpedt  to  ir5 
with  the  following  obfervations. 
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When  the  huffy  coat  appears  on  the  blood, 
as  it  very  commonly  does  in  every  cafe  of 
pleurify  ;  it  affords  a  favourable  prognofis  if  it 
be  not  very  thick,  and  efpecially  if  in  due  time 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  ferum  be  feparated. 

But  on  the  contrary,  when  the  huffy  coat  oc¬ 
cupies  almoft  the  whole  thicknefs  of  the  mafs 
of  blood  contained  in  the  cup,  when  it  has 
tranfparency,  fuch  as  to  refemble  a  jelly,  when 
on  its  furface  there  appears  a  variety  of  fmall 
livid  depreffions  or  cavities,  and  when,  at  the 

i  i  ' 

fame  time,  little  or  no  ferum  is  feparated  after 
the  blood  has  been  evacuated  for  a  due  length 

O 

of  time  ;  thefe  circumftances  taken  together* 
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afford  the  greateft  prefumption,  that  the  dif- 
order  is  foon  to  terminate  fatally. 

From  the  time  of  Hippocrates  and  Galen, 
downwards,  a  hardnefs  in  the  pulfe,  our  author 
obferves,  has  been  conlidered  as  an  effentiai 
fymptom  in  pleurify ;  but  practitioners,  he 
remarks,  mu  ft,  in  order  to  give  credit  to  fuch 
an  affertion,  yield  up  entirely  the  effeCts  of 
their  own  experience,  as  daily  proofs  occur 
of  the  contrary  frequently  happening  in  this 
diforder.  In  many  cafes  of  pleurify,  we  are 
told,  that  even  from  the  commencement  of  the 
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difeafe,  the  pulfe  in  dead  of  being  hard,  is 
fofr,  fmall,  and  weak,  fo  that  this  fy mptom 
can  never  with  propriety  be  introduced  into 
the  definition  of  the  difeafe0 

When  treating  of  fuppuration,  as  a  confe- 
quence  which  fometimes  fucceeds  to  the  in¬ 
flammatory  date  of  a  pleurify,  our  author  re¬ 
marks,  that  when  the  matter  collected  is  fo 
fituated,  as  to  be  under  the  influence  of  the 
3.)  ul  fa  to  ry  motion  of  the  heart,  or  of  the  larger 
arteries,  the  abfcefs,  or  fwelling  on  fame  oc- 
cafions  puts  on  the  appearance  of  an  aneu» 
rifm;  and  accordingly  a  cafe  of  this  kind  is 
here  related  in  a  note,  which  occurred  to  our 
author  in  the  courfe  of  his  practice.  In  giv¬ 
ing  a  judgment,  therefore,  in  fuch  cafes,  other 
eircumftances,  befides  the  pulfation,  mult  be 
particularly  attended  .to. 


II.  Dif- 
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Differ!  at  io  Inaugur  alls  Med.ica  de  Urinis,  quam  in 
antiquijjima ,  ac  celeb  err  ima  Univerfitate  Vindo- 
bonenfi  Public Difquifitioni  fubmittit  Geor¬ 
gius  Prochafka  Lifpicio  Moravus.  Viennse 
Auflri^,  8 vo. 

THE  author  of  this  differtation,  after  giving 
a  general  account  of  urine,  proceeds  to 
treat  more  particularly  of  different  circumflances 
^concerning  that  fecretion.  He  more  efpecially 
treats  of  the  quantity,  colour,  fmell,  and 
depohtions,  obferved  to  take  place  from  it. 

i 

As  the  chief  new  obfervations  contained  in 
this  treatife,  feem  to  be  comprehended  in  the 
laid  fedtion,  we  fhall  confine  our  analyfis  folely 
to  that  part  of  the  work  :  it  is  entitled,  De 

Urina  Sedimento  Terreftri ,  feu  fie  ditto  Cretaceo . 

Urine  containing  this  cretaceous  matter, 
is,  we  are  told,  for  fome  time  after  it  is  paffed, 
of  a  turbid  whitifh  appearance,  and  by  degrees 
acquires  a  natural  clearnefs  by  the  earthy  par¬ 
ticles  precipitating  to  the  bottom. 

Vol.  VI.  No.  21.  B 
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This  precipitation  being  very  ready  to  hap* 
pen  in  the  bladder  itfelf,  the  urine,  which  firft 
comes  away  is  frequently  clear  and  tranfparent, 
while  the  reft  is  very  thick  and  turbid. 

By  the  addition  of  any  acid  to  urine  of 
this  kind,  a  folution  of  the  cretaceous  fediment 
is  produced,  attended  with  a  flight  efFervef- 
cence,  and  the  liquid  is  thereby  rendered  alto¬ 
gether  tranfparent.  But  on  the  contrary,  fait 
of  tartar  being  added,  a  greater  degree  of 
threknefs  occurs,  by  the  quantity  of  cretaceous 
matter  being  confiderably  encreafed. 

Urine  rendered  clear  by  the  addition  of  ail 
acid  as  above  deferibed,  on  being  allowed  to 
fettle,  affords  a  quantity  of  red  cryftals  which 
adhere  to  the  fides  and  bottom  of  the  veftek 
The  figure  of  thefe  cryftals,  is,  we  are  told, 
very  various,  being  fometimes  cubical,  and  at 
other  times  rhomboidal,  or  oval.  Their  co¬ 
lour,  on  fome  occafions,  is  of  a  deep  red,  and 
at  other  times  they  put  on  a  more  dark  brown 
appearance.  When  thrown  into  water  they  fink, 
but  do  not  diffolve  *,  neither  do  they  diffolve 
in  faliva,  and  they  are  altogether  infipid  after 
having  been  once  wafhed  in  water.  They  rea¬ 
dily  diffolve,  with  a  confiderable  effervefcence, 
on  being  added  to  aqua  fortis ;  and  when 

brought 


COMMENTARIES.  i9 

■brought  in  contad:  with  oil  of  tartar,  they  be¬ 
come  white  and  fall  into  a  powder. 

If  to  any  urine  which  was  either  perfectly 
v -clear  when  patted,  or  which  by  being  poured 
off  from  its  fediment,  has  been  rendered  fo, 
there  be  made  an  addition  of  oleum  tartari 
per  deiiquium,  the  liquor  immediately  be¬ 
comes  more  or  lefs  turbid,  and  depofftes  a  cre¬ 
taceous  fediment.  On  being  allowed  to  reft,  a 
quantity  of  cryftals  alfo  form  at  the  top,  and 
on  the  fides  of  the  vettel,  of  a  whitifh  pellucid 
appearance,  and  of  an  oblong  pointed  fliape. 

On  thefe  cryftals  being  depofited,  and  the 
liquor  decanted,  if  any  more  oil  of  tartar  be 
added,  it  does  not  again  become  turbid,  nor 
does  any  more  cretaceous  matter  feparate  and 
fall  to  the  bottom. 

The  following  are  the  concluftons  which  our 
author  thinks  may  be  drawn  from  the  preced¬ 
ing  part  of  the  paper. 

I  ft.  That  there  is  no  urine,  however  clear  it 
may  naturally  be,  which  does  not  contain 
more  or  lefs  of  a  cretaceous  or  earthy  matter ; 
and  that  oil  of  tartar  does  not  fhew  fuch  a 
degree  of  affinity  with  this  earthy  part  of  the 
urine,  as  with  the  acid  ufually  prefent  in  that 
fluid. 

B  z  a  dly. 
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2diy.  That  the  acid  of  urine,  after  being 
feparated  from  thefe  earthy  particles, forms  with 
oil  of  tartar  a  neutral  fait,  which  may  com¬ 
monly  be  procured  under  the  form  of  white, 
{harp,  pellucid  cryflals. 

gdly-  That  in  the  urine  of  fame  people  there 
is  fuch  a  fuperabundance  of  earthy  matter,  as 
entirely  prevents  its  folution  in  the  acid  na¬ 
turally  contained  in  that  fluid  ;  and  hence  is 
produced  that  thicknefs,  or  turbid  flate  of 
urine,  fo  common  with  many  people,  together 
with  the  depofition  of  a  quantity  of  cretaceous 
matter  which  follows  of  courfe. 

4thly.  That  this  earthy  matter,  when  con¬ 
joined  with  either  the  acetous,  nitrous,  or  any 
other  acid,  forms  a  fpecies  of  neutral  fait, 
commonly  obtained  in  the  form  of  red  or 
brown  cryflals-. 
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III.: 

Johan.  Wilh.  Gulbrand,  M.  D .  PraBic.  Ha - 
vienf  Membr .  Ord.  Soc .  Med .  Hav.  De  SangvH 
jluxu  Uterino .  8vo.  Havniae  Lipfice. 

THE  treatife  now  under  our  confideration 
is  divided  into  four  different  fedtions. 

The  fir  ft  is  entitled,  Aitiologia  Profluviorum  San. * 
guinis  Uterinu  The  fecond,  Phyfiologia  Profiu* 
viorum  Sanguinis  Uterini  Salutarium .  The  third, 
Nofologia  Hemorrhagic  Uterine ;  and  the  laft 
treats  of  the  Pherapia  Hemorrhagic  Uterine . 

The  menftrual  flux,  our  author  obferves, 
feems  evidently  intended  by  nature,  for  carry¬ 
ing  off  thofe  quantities  of  the  general  mafs  of 
fluids,  which,  during  pregnancy,  are  applied 
towards  the  nourifhment  of  the  foetus,  and 
which  afterwards  become  necelfary  for  a  fupply 
of  milk  to  the  child. 

A  variety  of  caufes  are  enumerated  by  our 
author,  as  having  a  tendency,  in  the  female  con- 
ftitution,  to  induce  a  plethoric  ftate  of  the  fyf- 
tem  in  general,  without  a  particular  determi¬ 
nation  to  the  uterus  :  which,  by  degrees  tak¬ 
ing  oft’  that  balance  which  previoufly  fubfifted 
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between  the  mafs  of  blood  and  the  furround¬ 
ing  folids*  at  lafl,  towards  the  age  of  puberty* 
commonly  terminates  by  the  appearance  of  the 
menfes. 

*  .  '  ....  '  •  -ft 

About  the  period  of  life  when'  the  confli- 
tution  is  already  predifpofed  to  admit  of  this 
evacuation*  different  caufes  occur  which  fre¬ 
quently  accelerate  its  appearance.  In  this  way* 
any  preternatural  degree  of  heat*  or  fever,  or* 
in  fhort,  whatever  tends  to  quicken  the  circu¬ 
lation,  has  the  mod  conliderable  influence. 
An  in  fiance  is  here  quoted  from  Mauriceau*  of 
an  attack  of  a  tertian  intermittent  having  had 
an  evident  effed  in  bringing  on  fuddeniy  the 
the  menftrual  flux.  Anger,  and  every  other 
emotion  of  the  mind,  we  are  told,  have  always 


very  powerful  effeds  on  the  ftate  of  the  menfes  ; 
terror,  which  not  only  ads  by  producing  an 
encreafed  circulation,  but  by  the  fpafm  which 
it  univerfally  occafions  over  the  furface  of  the 
body,  is  efpecially  produdive  of  this  effed.  A' 
'greater  proportion  of  fluids  is  thereby  fent  to 
the  internal  organs,  than  naturally  they  fliould 
receive.  Two  cafes  are  here  related  by  our 
author,  in  which  the  effeds  of  fear  and  anger, 
in  bringing  on  the  menftrual  difeharge,  were 


very  remarkable. 
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Violent  exercife,  and  likewife  a  heated  Hate 

7  V 

of  the  atmofphere,  are  mentioned  as  powerful 
caufes  in  inducing  the  periodical  flux  in  wo¬ 
men,  and  from  this  lafl  circumflance  our  au¬ 
thor  accounts  for  the  appearance  of  the  menies 
at  a  more  early  period  of  life  with  women  in 
warm  climates  than  in  cold  ones. 

A  curious  fa£t  is  here  related,  which  lately 
occurred  to  our  author  in  the  courfe  of  his 
practice.  In  an  hofpital,  ro  which  he  acts  as 
phylician,  a  very  confiderahle  number  of  the 
female  patients  were  fuddenly  feized  with  a 
flow  of  the  menfes :  what  rendered  the  occur¬ 
rence  more  remarkable,  was,  that  feveral  of 
thefe  women  had  for  a  confiderahle  time  la¬ 
boured  under  fuppreflions  of  that  difcharge ; 
others  had  been  for  fome  time  taking  a  variety 
of  emenagogues  to  no  purpofe ;  and  in  fome 
the  menfes  appeared,  although  they  had  only 
been  free  from  their  ufual  monthly  return  a 
very  few  days. 

On  enquiring  into  the  caufe  of  this  pheno¬ 
menon,  it  could  not,  we  are  told,  be  account¬ 
ed  for  in  any  other  manner  than  from  a  great 
additional  increafe  which  at  that  time  appeared 
to  occur  in  the  weight  of  the  atmofphere  ;•  the 
mercury  in  the  barometer  having  reached  to 
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a  height  at  which  it  had  never  been  in  thefe 
climates  before  obferved.  What  this  height 
was  however,  we  are  not  informed,  but  it 
is  faid  to  have  happened  on  the  14th  of  April* 
1776.  At  that  time  in  Britain,  according  to 
the  obfervation  made  at  the  houfe  of  the  Royal 
Society  in  London,  the  mercury  was  under 
thirty  inches,  fo  that  the  great  height  to  which 
our  author  alludes  mull  have  been  merely 
local. 

Febrile  diforders,  our  author  remarks,  a <9: 
in  three  different  ways  in  producing  the  men- 
ffrual  difcharge ;  by  debilitating  the  general 
fyitem,  by  inducing  a  relaxed  ftate  of  the  fo- 
lids,  and  by  occafioning  a  more  quick  circu¬ 
lation  of  the  blood.  Different  cafes  are  here 
related  in  fupport  of  the  dodfrine  advanced. 

Independently  of  thefe  general  efficient  caufes 
of  the  men  ffrual  flux,  there  are  others,  our 
author  remarks,  which  feem  to  adl  more  im¬ 
mediately  on  the  uterus  itfelf,  and  thefe  parti¬ 
cularly  are  too  frequent  venereal  intercourfe  ; 
extraneous  bodies,  fchirrhous  affe&ions  of  this 
vifcus  confined  in  the  uterus ;  pains  and  fpaf- 
modic  affedtions  in  the  uterus  and  its  different 
blood-veffels. 


After 
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After  an  accurate  difcuflion  of  the  phyfiology 
and  pathology ,  our  author  proceeds  to  the  laft 
fedtion  of  the  treatife,  in  which  is  compre¬ 
hended  the  treatment  of  uterine  hemorrhages; 
What  is  meant  by  the  term  uterine  hemorrhage  is^ 
every  difcharge  of  blood  from  this  part  of  the 
fyftem  which  feems  evidently  to  hurt  the  health* 
t  The  caufes  in  general  of  this  diforder  are* 
by  our  author,  ranked  under  the  following 
heads ;  a  Relaxed  State  of  the  Solids ;  an 
encreafed  degree  of  Circulation,  and  an  at¬ 
tenuated  or  diffolved  State  of  the  Fluids.  In 

*  .  ,  .  .  ' 
confequence  of  this  view  the  following  indica- 

are  laid  down  for  the  treatment. 

I.  To  diminifti  the  impetus  of  the  blood  in 
the  veffels  of  the  uterus. 

II.  To  encreafe  the  elafticity  of  the  uterine 
veflels.  And, 

III.  To  induce  a  more  healthy  date  of  the 
diffolved  fluids. 

To  accomplifh  the  firft  of  thefe  indica¬ 
tions  the  following  remedies  are  recommend¬ 
ed.  i  ft.  Whatever  may  be  conftdered  as 
refrigerant,  or  cooling ;  fuch  as  cool  air,  mi¬ 
neral  and  vegetable  acids,  a  mild  bland  diet, 
and  a  frequent  ule  of  cold  water  by  way 
of  drink,  as  recommended  by  Hoffman. 

adiy* 
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2dly.  Whatever  can  occafion  a  derivation  of 
the  fluids  from  the  uterus*  and  particularly  a 
horizontal  pofture,  with  the  pelvis  fomewhat 
elevated.  In  particular  cafes,  where  the  patient 
has  ftrength  to  bear  that  evacuation,  blood¬ 
letting  at  the  arm  is  recommended  ;  and  with  a 
view  to  folicit  a  flow  of  blood  to  the  furface 
and  fuperior  parts,  we  are  advifed  to  bathe 
the  arms  frequently  in  warm  water. 

Every  ftimulating  application,  and  efpecially 
whatever  can  occafion  any  degree  of  determi¬ 
nation  to  the  uterus  mu  ft  be  carefully  avoided, 
particularly  warm  applications  to  the  inferior 
parts  of  the  body,  venereal  intercourfe,  and 
draftic  purges. 

qdly.  Very  evident  fpafmodic  affections  fre¬ 
quently  appear  as  the  forerunners  of  uterine  dis¬ 
charges.  With  a  view  in  fuch  cafes  to  pro¬ 
mote  a  free  circulation  in  the  abdomen,  gen¬ 
tle  laxatives  are  recommended,  particularly 
thofeof  an  oily  nature  conjoined  with  anodynes. 

4thly,  It  frequently  happens  in  child-bed*, 
efpecially  after  abortions,  and  likewife  in  vio¬ 
lent  hyfteric  affections,  that  the  pains  and  fpaf¬ 
modic  twitches,  which  in  fuch  cafes  occur,  in¬ 
duce  very  profufe  uterine  difcharges.  Opiates 
are  then  recommended  as  theprincipal  remedies. 

With 
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With  a  view  to  the  fecond  indication  of  cure, 
which  refers  to  an  increafe  of  eladicity  in  the 
uterine  veflels,  adringent  remedies  are  recom¬ 
mended,  whether  by  the  mouth,  or  applied 
externally  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  uterus, 
or  more  immediately  to  that  vifcus  itfelf  by 
way  of  injection. 

It  will  readily  be  underdood,  that  while  en- 
deavours  are  making  to  accomplifh  this  indica¬ 
tion,  every  thing  mull  be  avoided  which  feems 
to  have  any  influence  in  counteracting  the  in¬ 
tention  of  cure,  particularly  whatever  can  have 
any  effeCt  in  keeping  up  a  relaxed  date  of  the 
uterus,  fuch  as  a  moift  atmofphere,  a  too  fre¬ 
quent  ufe  of  tepid  watery  liquors,  &c. 

In  order  to  fulfil  the  third  indication,  which, 
confifts  in  obtaining  a  more  healthy  or  infpif- 
fated  date  of  the  diffolved  duids,  a  dry  farina¬ 
ceous  diet  is  recommended,  together  with  a 
courfe  of  incrafTating  medicines ;  and  when  any 
putrefcent  or  fcorbutic  acrimony  appears  to 
prevail,  the  vitriolic  acid,  when  conjoined  with 
Jefuit’s  bark,  proves,  we  are  told,  the  mod 
effectually  remedy. 

Independently  of  thefe  obfervations  on  ute¬ 
rine  fluxes  in  general,  a  variety  of  others  oc¬ 
cur 
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cur,  which  apply  more  efpecially  to  particular 
cafes. 

In  profufe  difcharges  of  the  lochia,  if  any 
part  of  the  placenta  or  membranes  has  been 
left  in  the  uterus ;  or  if  an.  inverfion  of  the 
fundus  uteri  has  in  any  degree  taken  place,  the 
mo  ft  effectual  remedy  always  is  the  introduction 
of  the  hand  by  the  vagina,  fo  as  to  remove 
every  impediment  to  the  contraction  of  the 
womb.  When  this  cannot  be  got  accomplifh- 
ed,  mild  injections  into  the  uterus  fometimes 
prove  ferviceable. 

i 

When  the  difcharge  feems  to  be  kept  up  by 
a  real  debilitated  ftate  of  the  uterus,  aftrin- 
gent  applications  to  the  loins  are  recommend¬ 
ed,  a  continued  general  preffure  to  the  abdo¬ 
men,  a  horizontal  pofture,  together  with  great 
attention  in  keeping  the  patient  in  every  ref- 
ped  eafy,  both  as  to  the  ftate  of  body  and 
mind. 

In  fuch  haemorrhages  from  the  uterus,  as 
fometimes  occur  during  pregnancy,  an  anti- 
phlogiftic  courfe  is  recommended,  with  the 
continued  ufe  of  the  vitriolic  acid  and  tinCture 
of  rofes.  When  thefe  do  not  prove  effectual, 
we  are  defired  to  have  recourfe  to  Peruvian 
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bark,  and  eftence  of  orange-peel,  and  to  ufe 
what  our  author  terms  the  antifcorbutic  tinc¬ 
ture,  a  remedy,  the  effects  of  which  are  here 
greatly  extolled,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of 
this  DiiTertation.  The  antifcorbutic  tindmre 
is  prepared  and  ufed  in  the  following  manner  : 

,  *  .  i 

R  EfTent.  Cort.  Peruv. 

Aurantior.  aa 

Tinct  Antifcorbut.  *  f$. —  ^1.  M.  Dofls  gutt^ 
60.  4ter  quotidie. 

The  prefcription  for  the  antifcorbutic  tinc¬ 
ture  itfelf  is  as  follows : 

R  Spir  Vini  reUif.  p.  iv. 

Inftilla  fucceiTive  Oiei  Vitriol,  op,  p.  I, 

Adde  Coccionell.  q.f.  pro  Tin&.  Saturate  rubicund^ 
Degere  per  3  dies  leniffimo  igne  et  cola. 

V  1 

When,  during  pregnancy,  there  is  reafon, 
from  different  circumftances,  to  fufpedt  that 
hemorrhages  from  the  uterus  will  probably 
occur,  blood-letting  from  the  arm  is  recom¬ 
mended,  together  with  reft  of  body,  and  the 
pfe  of  nitrous  and  other  cooling  medicines. 

It  fometimes  happens,  our  author  obferves, 
that  violent  floodings  occur  towards  the  la  ft 
days  of  pregnancy  ;  owing,  he  remarks,  to  a 
partial  reparation  of  the  placenta  from  the 
Uterus.  For  this  fpecies  of  the  diforder,  no 

radi- 
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radical  cure  can  be  expeded  till  delivery  takes 
place.  Blood-letting  is  not  here^of  any  advan¬ 
tage,  fo  that  it  fhould  never  be  had  recourfe 
to,  as  it  tends  only  to  encreafe  the  patient’s 
weaknefs.  Red:  of  body  and  mind  are  much 
enjoined,  together  with  cooling  nitrous  medi¬ 
cines,  and  a  bland  mild  diet.  But  when  thefe 
do  not  prove  effedual,  the  only  remedy  to  be 
depended  on,  is  to  promote  delivery  by  endea¬ 
vouring  to  dilate  the  orifice  of  the  womb,  fo 
as  to  admit  of  the  introdudion  of  the  hand. 
By  this  means,  the  placenta  comes  to  be  en-> 
tirely  difengaged,  and  the  caufe  no  longer  fub- 
fifiing,  the  hemorrhage  is  thereby  mod:  fre¬ 
quently  got  the  better  of. 

Such  cafes  of  haemorrhage  as  occur  during 
the  continuance  of  the  labour,  as  they  fre¬ 
quently  depend  on  the  fame  caufe  with  thofe 
iad:  mentioned,  viz.  on  a  partial  feparation  of 
the  placenta ;  are  only  to  be  removed  by  the 
fame  remedy.  In  every  fuch  in  fiance,  there¬ 
fore,  we  are  advifed  to  promote  delivery  as 
quickly  as  poffible. 

f. 
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IV. 

Thilofophical ,  Medical ,  and  Experimental  Effayss 
by  Thomas  Percival,  M.  D .  F .  R»  S.  &c\ 
vol.  III.  8vo.  London. 

THE  writings  of  the  ingenious  and  learn** 
ed  author  of  this  work,  have,  on  many 
former  occafions,  furnifhcd  materials  for  our 
periodical  publications  ;  and  to  the  valuable 
extracts  which  have  been  made  from  his  other 
writings,  the  prefent  affords  an  opportunity 
for  making  confiderable  additions. 

As  the  articles  which  come  under  confider- 
ation  in  the  volume  before  us  are  very  various, 
we  cannot  attempt  to  give  a  particular  account 
of  each,  and  lhall  therefore  prefent  our  readers 
with  a  general  lift  of  the  contents,  together 
with  a  more  particular  detail  of  a  few  of  the 
articles. 

The  different  fe&ions  are  entitled  as  follows; 

I.  On  the  ftate  of  population  in  Manchefter 
and  the  adjacent  places. 

II.  On  the  proportional  mortality  of  the 
fmaU*P0X  anc^  meafles,  in  the  feveral  periods 
of  life  and  different  feafons  of  the  year ;  toge¬ 
ther 


or 


M  E  D  I  C  A  L 


ther  with  its  comparative  mortality  to  males  and 
females. 

IIL  On  the,  different  quantities  of  rain  which, 
fall  at  different  heights  over  the  fame  fpot  of 

IV.  On  the  folution  of  ftones  of  the  uri¬ 
nary.,  and  of  the  gall-bladder,  by  water  im¬ 
pregnated  with  fixed  air, 

V.  On  the  nature  and  composition  of  urin¬ 
ary  calculi, 

VI.  On  the  internal  regulation  of  hofpitals, 

VII.  On  the  influence  of  fixed  air,  on  the 
colour  and  vegetation  of  plants. 

*  i 

VIII.  On  the  adtion  of  different  manures. 

IX.  On  the  properties  of  different  abforbents. 

X.  Miscellaneous  obfervations,  cafes  and  in* 
quiries. 

And  to  the  whole  is  added  an  Appendix, 
containing,  a  letter  to  the  author  from  Dr. 
Saunders,  on  the  folution  of  human  calculi, 
with  fome  other  papers  on  different  fubjedfcs. 

As  there  are  contained  feveral  interefling 
fadb  in  the  tenth  fedtion,  under  the  head  of 
Mifcellaneous  Obfervations,  Cafes,  and  Inqui¬ 
ries,  we  fliall  here  feledt  a  few  of  them. 
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Fatal  effeds  of  Yew  leaves'. 

On  the  25th  of  March,  1774,  three  children 
belonging  to  a  labouring  man  near  Manchefter, 
were  killed,  we  are  told,  by  taking  a  fmall 
quantity  of  the  frefh  leaves  of  the  yew  tree, 
or  Taxus  Officinalis  of  Cafpar  Bauhin.  The 
oldcll  child  was  five,  the  fecond  four,  and  the 
youngeft  three  years  of  age  ;  they  were  all  fup- 
pofed  to  be  affeded  with  worms,  for  which 
this  poifon  was  prefcribed,  by  fome  ignorant 
perfon,  as  a  powerful  remedy. 

The  dried  leaves  were  firfl  employed  ;  a 
Spoonful  of  them  being  mixed  wbh  brown 
fugar,  was  divided  into  three  equal  dofes,  and 
given  to  the  children,  but  without  producing 
any  evident  effeds.— Two  days  thereafter,  the 
mother  colleded  freih  leaves,  and  adminiffered 
them  in  the  fame  dole  as  before,  about  Seven 
o’clock  in  the  morning.  At  eight  o’clock  the 
children  breakfafled  upon  nettle  pottage,  that 
is,  oatmeal  gruel  with  frefh  nettles  boiled  in  it. 
At  nine  they  began  to  be  uneafy  ;  were  chilly 
and  liftlefs  ;  yawned  much ;  and  frequently 
ffretched  out  their  limbs. 
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The  oldeft  vomited  a  little  and  complained 
of  gri pings  in  his  belly  ;  but  the  others  ex- 
prefled  no  figns  of  pain.  The  fecond  child 
died  at  ten  o’clock,  the  youngeft  about  one  ; 

and  the.  oldeft  at  three  in  the  afternoon.  No 

\  • 

agonies  accompanied  their  diflolution  ;  no 
fwelling  of  the  abdomen  enfued,  and  after 
death  they  had  the  appearance  of  being  in  a 
placid  Deep. 

Thefe  particulars  our  author  learned  from 
the  parent's  of  the  children,  whole  ignorance,  he 
laments,  led  them  too  long  to  rely  on  the 
triflino;  and  inefficacious  means  of  relief  fue~ 

o  fc> 

gefted  to  them  by  their  neighbours. 

It  is  afferted  by  Brookes,  in  his  Natural  Hif- 
tory,  vol.  vi.  page  396,  that  the  yew  is  not  poi- 
fonous. — But  Cativulcus,  our  author  remarks, 
deftroyed  himfelf  by  it,  as  appears  from  a  paf- 

lage  in  Che  far’s  Commentaries. 

* 

COFFEE. 

Q&-.  19th.  1774,  a  phyflcian  was  affe&ed 
with  a  fevere  head-ach,  in  confequence  of  hav¬ 
ing  been  difturbed  in  the  night.  At  two  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  he  took  eighteen  drops  of 
laudanum,  and  immediately  afterwards  three 
difhes  of  very  ftrong  coffee.  He  lay  down 

upon 
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upon  the  bed,  and  endeavoured  to  compofd 
himfelf  to  deep,  his  pain  abated  in  half  an 
hour,  and  in  an  hour  was  entirely  removed  5 
but  he  felt  not  the  lead  difpofition  to  deep, 
although  he  is  often  drowfy  after  dinner,  and 
fometimes  indulges  himfelf  in  deeping  at  that 
time. 

Nov.  id,  he  repeated  on  a  fimilar  occalion, 
the  ufe  of  laudanum  and  coffee,  in  the  like 
quantity  as  before.  The  effects  were  precifely 
the  dime  ;  he  obtained  eafe  from  pain,  but 
had  no  difpofition  to  deep. 

Nov.  1 6,  he  took  eighteen  drops  of  lauda¬ 
num,  when  under  the  head-ach,  but  without 
coffee.  The  opiate  compofed  him  to  deep  in 
an  hour,  but  did  not  entirely  remove  the  pain 
in  his  head. 

Thefe  faCts,  Dr.  Percival  obferves,  confirm 
a  remark  which  he  made  in  a  former  volume, 
that  coffee  is  taken  in  large  quantities  with 
peculiar  propriety  by  the  Turks  and  Arabians, 
becaufe  it  counteracts  the  narcotic  effeCts  of 
opium,  to  the  ufe  of  which  thefe  nations  are 
much  addicted. 

The  following  curious  and  important  ob- 
fervation  our  author  informs  us,  is  extracted 
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from  a  letter,  with  which  he  was  favoured  by 
Sir  John  Pringle,  and  which  he  here  introduces 
as  being  connected  with  the  fubjed:. 

4  On  reading  the  fediion  on  coffee,  contained 
4  in  the  fecond  volume  of  your  Effays,  one 
c  quality  occurred  to  me  which  I  had  obferved 
4  of  that  liquor,  confirming  what  you  have  faid 
4  of  its  fedative  powers.  It  is  the  bed:  abater 
*  of  the  periodic  afthma  that  I  have  feen.  The 
4  coffee  ought  to  be  of  the  bed:  Moccha,  newly 
4  burnt,  and  made  very  drong  immediately 
4  after  grinding  it.  I  have  commonly  ordered 
4  an  ounce  for  one  difh,  which  is  to  be  repeat- 
4  ed  freih  after  the  interval  of  a  quarter,  or 
4  half  an  hour,  and  which  I  diredf  to  be  taken 
4  without  milk  or  fugar.  The  medicine  in 
4  general  is  mentioned  by  Mufgrave,  in  his 
4  treatife  De  Athritide  Anomala  ;  but  I  firfl 
4  heard  of  it,  continues  Sir  John,  from  a  phy- 
4  fician  of  this  place,  who  having  once  pracdifed 
4  at  Litchfield,  had  been  informed  by  the  old 
4  people  of  that  place,  that  Sir  John  Floyer, 
4  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  kept  free 
4  from,  or  at  lead  lived  eafy  under,  his  adhma, 
4  by  the  ufe  of  very  drong  coffee.  This  dif- 
4  covery  it  feems  he  made  after  the  publication 
4  of  his  book  upon  that  difeafe.’ 
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So  far  Sir  John  Pringle  ;  and  our  author 
..concludes  his  remarks  upon  this  fubjedt,  with 
obferving,  that  fince  the  receipt  of  the  above 
letter  he  has  frequently  directed  coffee  in  the 
affhma  with  great  fuccefs. 

Worms  difcharged  from  the  Lungs* 

Dr.  Percival  remarks  that  inffances  are  to 
be  found  in  different  authors,  of  worms  having? 

y  O 

been  difcharged  from  the  lungs,  particularly 
in  Schenkius,  in  his  Obfervationes  Medlcinales 
de  pulmouibus  in  Morgagni’s  Epiftles ,  and  in 
Lieut  and.  Hifi .  Anat.  Med.  As  an  in  fiance  of 
the  fame  kind  the  following  cafe  is  related. 

Mr.  Hanforth,  aged  49  years,  had  been 
long  troubled  with  a  cough,  and  with  a  full- 
nefs  and  oppreflion  at  his  breafl.  He  fre¬ 
quently  expectorated  lumps  of  black,  gru- 
mous  blood,  which  gave  him  relief.  In  Feb. 
1774,  the  oppreflion  increafed,  and  in  the 
night  he  difcharged,  by  coughing,  twomaffes, 
one  of  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg,  the  other  fmaller. 
They  were  of  the  colour  of  chocolate.  When 
the  larger  fub fiance  was  opened,  it  was  found 
to  contain  a  confiderable  number  of  worms, 
like  maggots, "in  a  very  lively  ftate. — His  cough 
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and  expedloration,  we  are  told,  ftill  continue, 
but  the  oppreffion  at  his  breafl  is  not  fo  trou^ 
blefome,  and  the  difcharge  of  coagulated 

blood  is  lefs  frequent. 

/ 

This  patient’s  complaints  were  not  attended 
with  any  hedtic  fymptoms ;  and  he  is  unable 
to  give  any  account  of  the  origin  of  them. 
The  late  Dr.  Watfon  of  Stockport,  faw  and 
examined  the  worms  which  he  difcharged  in 
this  manner. 

In  thefe  feclions  of  the  prefent  work  which 
treat  of  calculous  concretions,  different  expe¬ 
riments  are  enumerated,  both  by  Dr.  Saunders 
of  London,  and  our  author,  as  proofs  of  the 
lithontriptic  efifedts  of  water  impregnated  with 
fixed  air.  In  all  thefe,  diflilled  water  faturaN 
ed  with  fixed  air,  conftantly  produced  a  dimi¬ 
nution  of  weight  in  fuch  pieces  of  human 
calculi  as  were  immerfed  in  it ;  while  pieces 
of  the  fame  concretions,  on  being  put  for  the 
fame  fpace  of  time  into  fimple  diflilled  water, 
did  not  undergo  any  kind  of  change. 
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V. 

! Recherches  Hiftoriques  et.  Partiques,  fur  la  Section 
de  la  Symphyfe  du  Pubis ,  pratiquee  pour  fupleer  a 
T Operation  Cafarienne  la  2  OBobre ,  1777,  fur 
la  Femme  Souchot  par  M.  Alphonie  le  Roy, 
.DoBeur  Repent  -de  la  Faculty  de  Medicine  de  Pa - 

o 

ris,  Profeffeur  des  Maladies  des  Femmes,  &  des 
Accouchemens .  Paris,  8 vo.  1778. 

IN  a  former  number  of  this  work,  we  gave 
an  account  of  the  bones  of  the  pubis  hav¬ 
ing  been  divided  at  their  -fymphyfis,  with  a 

view  to  effedt  a  delivery  in  the  cafe  of  a  narrow 

* 

.pelvis.  This  operation  was  performed  by  Mr. 
Sigault,  an  accoucheur  in  Paris. 

Although  Mr.  Sigault,  however,  was  the 
adtual  operator  in  the  cafe  alluded  to,  and  is, 
in  fadt,  to  be  confidered  as  the  perfon  who,  in 
the  prefent  age  at  leaft,  firft  propofed  fuch 
an  attempt ;  yet  as  Dr.  Le  Roy  had  been  very 
adtive  in  his  refearches  for  forwarding  the  ope¬ 
ration,  and  was  .in  reality  prefent  with  Mr. 
Sigault,  and  even  adted  as  his  afliftant  on  that 
occafion,  he  thinks,  therefore,  that  he  is  in 
dome  meafure  entitled  to  a  ihare,  of  whatever 
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applaufe  the  public  may  think  due  to  fuch  a 
difcovery. — With  a  view  to  have  this  point  af- 
certained,  as  well  as  to  communicate  to  the 
world  a  particular  account  of  the  operation^ 
and  its  confequences,  he  has  been  induced  to 
publilh  the  prefent  performance. 

The  treatife  before  us  is  divided  into  three 
parts ;  in  the  firft,  the  author  gives  an  account 
of  the  different  circumftances>  which  feem  to 
have  pointed  out  the  operation  in  queftion  ; 
and  of  the  different  authors  by  whom  it  has 
been  propofed.  In  the  fecond  we  have  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  manner  in  which  the  operation 
was  actually  performed,  together  with  a  detail 
of  the  confequences  which  enfued.  And  in 
the  third  part,  the  author  endeavours  to  ac¬ 
count  for  thefe  confequences ;  points  out  the 
means  of  preventing  them  in  future,  and  af- 
terwards  proceeds  to  enumerate  fuch  circum- 
jftances,  as,  he  thinks,  evidently  indicate  the 
peceffity  of  having  recourfe  to  this  operation. 

In  cafes  of  difficult  labour  from  a  narrow- 
nefs  of  the  pelvis,  the  C^farian  fedtion  has 
been  the  only  recourfe  both  among  the  ancients 
and  moderns  ;  but  as  in  that  operation  the  mo¬ 
ther  almoft  always  falls  a  facrifice,  the  prefent 
difcovery,  if  it  continues  to  fucceed  as  well 

as 


COMMENTARIES.  41 

as  it  has  hitherto  done,  will,  no  doubt,  be 
confidered  as  one  of  the  moil  material  improve¬ 
ments  that  has  occurred  in  midwifery. 

From  different  paffages  in  the  writings  of 
Hippocrates  and  Galen,  Mr.  le  Roy  obferves, 
it  is  evident  that  thefe  authors  were  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  mechanifm  of  the  bones  of 
the  pelvis,  as  they  both  fpeak  of  the  great 
flexibility  of  thefe  bones,  and  of  the  extenlion 
they  admit  of  at  their  different  articulations  in 
the  time  of  labour. 

It  was  not,  however,  till  about  the  year 
1519,  that  any  ufe  was  attempted  to  be  made 
of  this  knowlege  in  affifting  the  labours  of 
women.  In  this  year  we  was  told  Jacques 
d’Amboife,  a  famous  anatomift  of  Paris,  hav¬ 
ing  met  with  a  female  fubjedt  who  had  fuffered 
death  a  few  days  after  delivery,  took  this  op¬ 
portunity  of  demonftrating  to  a  number  of 
his  brethren,  the  very  great  mobility  which  at 
that  period  occurs  in  the  bones  of  the  female 
pelvis. 

One  of  d’Amboife’s  hearers,  a  furgeon  ana¬ 
tom  iff,  of  the  name  of  Pineau,  beine  tho- 
roughly  convinced  from  what  he  had  feen,  that 
more  ufe  might  be  made  in  affifting  delivery 
than  had  hitherto  been  done,  of  this  great  de- 
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grce  of  laxity  which  occurred  in  the  female 
pelvis  ;  after  collecting  all  that  had  been  faid 
upon  the  fubjeCt  into  the  form  of  a  treatife, 
propofed,  that,  in  order  to  affid  nature  as  much 
as  poffible  in  producing  a  laxity  and  fepara- 
tion  of  the  bones  of  the  pelvis,  emollient  ca- 
taplafms  and  embrocations  Ihould  be  kept  con- 
dantly  applied  to  their  fymphyfes  during  preg¬ 
nancy  ;  and  particularly  to  the  fymphyfis  of 
the  pubis.  He  even  goes  fo  far  as  to  propofe, 
but  with  great  diffidence,  that  in  difficult  cafes 
the  pubis  might  be  feparated  by  a  fedbion  of 
the  fymphyfis. 

No  operation,  however,  was  ever  attempted 
in  confequence  of  this  dodlrine ;  but  in  the 
year  1768,  our  author  informs  us,  a  treatife 
was  prefented  to  the  furgeons  of  Paris  by  Mr* 
Sigault,  in  which  it  is  propofed  to  divide  the 
pubis  at  its  fymphyfis,  by  means  of  a  fec- 
tion  in  cafes  where  it  had  been  ufual  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  Caffiarian  operation. — By  this 
means,  he  obferves,  a  feparation  of  the  bones 
of  the  pubis  from  each  other  can  be  obtained, 
at  lead  to  the  extent  of  an  inch. 

The  objeCtion  darted  to  this  operation,  was, 
that  in  fuch  cafes,  where  it  became  necefiary 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  Ctefarian  operation, 

the 


COMMENTARIES.  43 


the  reparation  of  an  inch  in  the  bones  of  the 
pubis  would  not  be  fufficient ;  and  that,  from 
a  variety  of  circumilances,  there  was  reafon  to 
fuppofe  that  although  a  delivery  fhould  be  ef¬ 
fected  in  this  manner,  the  bones  would  not  af¬ 
terwards  reunite. 

In  a  fhort  time,  however,  this  laft  objection 
was  in  a  great  meafure  removed,  by  an  expe¬ 
riment  of  Dr.  Camper  of  Holland,  who  put 
the  operation  propofed  in  practice  upon  a 
fow,  newly  delivered  of  her  pigs.  — The  fow 
continued  to  give  fuck  to  her  young,  walked 
about,  and  the  bones  to  all  appearance  were 
foon  perfectly  reunited. 

In  this  fituation  the  matter  refted,  when  in 
the  year  1773,  our  author,  we  are  told,  com¬ 
menced  his  refearches  on  this  fubjeft, —  The 
operation  of  dividing  the  fymphyfis  of  the  pubis 
was  performed  upon  a  variety  of  fubje&s,  both 
male  and  female  ;  in  the  former,  any  feparation 
of  the  bones  that  could  be  obtained  by  thefe 

means  was  exceedingly  trifling.  This  was  alfo 
the  cafe  in  female  fubjects  who  had  not  died  in 
child-bed ;  but  in  thefe,  indeed,  a  very  confider- 
able  feparation  was  always  obtained,  though 
never  near  fo  much  as  would  be  neceffary  for 
effedling  a  delivery  in  the  cafe  of  a  very  narrow 
pelvis. 
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As  in  all  the  didedions  of  this  kind,  which 
Dr.  le  Roy  had  been  concerned,  it  had  uni¬ 
formly  happened  that  a  much  greater  repara¬ 
tion  could  be  obtained,  by  dividing  the  pubis 
at  the  fymphyfis,  in  women,  near  to ,  or  imme¬ 
diately  after  delivery,  than  in  other  fubjeds, 
he  naturally  endeavoured  to  difcover  the  caufe 
of  this.  He  foon  found,  he  fays,  that  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  women  advance  in  their  pregnancy, 
a  degree  of  foftnefs  and  flaccid ity  takes  place, 
not  only  in  the  tnufcular  and  other  foft  parts, 
but  even  in  the  cartilages  and  bones,  and  as 
this  change  is  always  mod  evident  in  thofe 
parts  which  compofe  the  pelvis,  he  concludes 

it  to  be  an  operation  of  nature,  intended  for 

* 

promoting  a  more  eafy  deliverv  of  the  child. 
Thofe  cartilaginous  fubdances  efpeciallv,  which 
form  the  jundion  of  the  bones  of  the  pelvis, 
are  at  the  time  of  delivery,  he  obferves,  in 
fuch  a  very  fpongy  lax  date,  that  they  can  be 
divided  with  the  greated  eafe  by  the  point  of  a 
lancet. 

Having  rendered  himfelf  abfolutely  certain 
with  refped  to  this  fad,  it  next  occurred  to 
QU;  author,  hat  if  the  operation  could  be  per^ 
ioiimd  upon  a  iubjed  newly  dead,  before  the 

natural 
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natural  heat  was  entirely  diflipated,  a  greater 
degree  of  reparation  of  the  bones  would  pro¬ 
bably  be  obtained  than  was  found  to  be  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  fame  means  upon  a  fubjedt  not 
fo  recent. 

A  fubjecf  in  this  fituation,  with  a  liberty  of 
performing  the  operation,  was  fcarcely  to  be 
expected  ;  at  lad,  however,  in  the  year  1774? 
our  author  obtained  permiffion  of  the  friends 
of  a  woman,  newly  dead  in  labour,  to  put  this 
operation  in  practice.  Every  thing  now  an- 
fwered  his  expectations.  Inftead  of  an  inch  and 
a  quarter,  which  was  all  the  reparation  of  the 
bones  he  had  ever  before  been  able  to  obtain* 
he  now  found,  to  his  great  fatisfadfion,  that  an 
opening  of  at  lead;  two  inches  and  a  half  could 
be  eafily  produced,  which  he  fuppofes  would, 
in  the  narrowed:  pelvis  that  can  occur,  admit 
of  a  free  paffage  equal  to  every  want.  After 
anxioufly  waiting  for  an  opportunity  of  putting 
the  operation  in  practice  upon  a  living  perfon, 
at  lad  a  cafe  occurred  on  the  2d  of  Odfober, 
1777,  in  which  it  was  judged  proper  to  have 
recourfe  to  it.  The  woman  was  much  de¬ 
formed,  had  fuch  a  narrow  pelvis,  that  in  four 
former  deliveries  the  children  were  all  dead, 
and  in  one  of  them  it  was  found  neceflary  to 
bring  the  child  away  piece-meal  by  the  crotchet. 
/  ‘  •  Mr. 
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Mr.  Sigault  was  the  perfon  employed  to  perform 
the  operation,  and  he,  we  are  informed,  de- 
lired  the  prefence  and  affiftance  of  our  au¬ 
thor. 

On  examining  the  patient,  the  child’s  feet 
were  found  to  prelent,  but  as  it  was  thought 
impoffible  for  the  head  to  pafs  through  the 
upper  part  of  the  pelvis  where  it  relied,  and 
where  the  diameter  did  not,  to  the  feel,  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  above  two  inches  and  half,  and  efpe- 
cially  as  it  had  never  been  found  pradlicable,  as 
was  already  remarked,  to  deliver  this  woman 
of  a  living  child  *,  it  was  therefore  refolved  to 
proceed  immediately  to  the  operation. 

The  patient  being  laid  upon  a  table,  and  pro¬ 
perly  fecured,  an  incifion  was  made  with  a  bif- 
tourie  immediately  above  the  fymphylis  of  the 
pubis  through  the  common  teguments,  and 
other  foft  parts,  and  afterwards  the  cartilage 
was  divided  by  the  fame  inflrunient.  During 
the  operation,  the  thighs  were  held  up  by  the 
affiftant,  and  kept  at  a  proper  diftance.  After 
dividing  the  foft  parts  through  one  half  of 
their  length,  the  cartilage  was  then  cut,  and 
the  divilion  of  the  fofter  parts  was  afterwards 
completed.  A  feparation  of  the  bones,  of 
fully  more  than  two  inches  and  a  half,  was  thus 

pro- 
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procured,  and  a  living  child  was  extra&ed  by* 
the  vagina  with  very  great  eafe. 

The  reparation,  we  are  told,  was  very  foon 
finifhed,  very  little  blood  was  loft  ;  and  the 
thighs  being  laid  together,  after  all  was  finifh¬ 
ed,  a  very  trifling  opening  in  the  pubis  was 
found  to  remain.  A  proper  bandage  being  ap¬ 
plied  round  the  loins,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  bones  as  much  as  poflible,  the  pa¬ 
tient  was  immediately  put  into  bed,  and  left 
to  reft. 

A  very  circumftantial  account  is  afterwards 
given  by  our  author,  of  the  appearances  of  the 

fore,  and  ftate  of  the  patient^  at  the  different 
dreffings.  Of  thefe  we  cannot  pretend  to  give 
a  minute  detail ;  it  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that  in 
lefs  than  two  months  from  the  operation,  the 
patient  was  entirely  cured  of  the  fore,  the  bones 
feemed  to  be  perfectly  re-united,  and  fhe  was 
in  every  way  fo  well,  as  to  be  able  to  go  and 
lhew  herfelf  to  a  meeting  of  the  faculty  of  me¬ 
dicine,  who,  with  a  view  to  have  every  cir- 
cumftance,  with  refpedt  to  this  important  ope¬ 
ration,  thoroughly  afcertained,  had,  as  foon  as 
they  were  informed  of  its  being  put  in  prac¬ 
tice,  appointed  two  of  their  number  to  make 
every  neceffary  examination  for  that  purpofe. 

The 
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The  moft  material  circumftances  which  hap¬ 
pened  during  the  cure  were,  frequent  febrile 
acceffions,  and  a  copious  flow  of  a  ferous 
kind  of  fluid,  very  much  refembling  urine^ 
The  former  of  thefe,  the  different  attacks  of 
fever,  were  always  found  to  proceed  from  ir¬ 
regularities  in  diet,  by  the  patient  indulging 
herfelf  with  plentiful  meals,  at  a  time  when 
the  loweft  diet  was  prefcribed  for  her. 

The  difcharge  of  confiderable  quantities  of 
an  urinous  kind  of  fluid  appeared  to  retard  the 
cure,  and  proved  a  difirefling  circumflance  to 
the  gentlemen  concerned,  as  it  was  difficult 
' 1  either  to  detect  the  caufe,  or  to  find  out  a  re¬ 
medy.  The  urethra  having  been -cut  in  the 
operation,  gave  fome  reafon  to  fufpedt  the  dif¬ 
charge  to  come  from  that  quarter,  but  it  after¬ 
wards  appeared  that  it  could  not  probably 
come  from  thence,  that  canal  having  met  with 
no  injury  towards  its  neck  ;  and  befides,  the 
difcharge  did  not  continue  conflant,  but  ap¬ 
peared  only  at  times. 

Our  author  here  offers  a  conjecture  which, 
he  obferves,  he  has  long  entertained.  He  ima¬ 
gines,  that  we  are  not  as  yet  altogether  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  organs  employed  for  the  fe- 
cretion  of  urine ;  and  he  adopts  an  opinion 

long 


long  ago  propofed  by  Ruyfh,  that  it  is  proba¬ 
ble  the  cellular  membrane,  which  furrounds 
the  neck  of  the  bladder,  has  a  considerable 
ihare  in  the  production  of  this  fecretion.  In 
the  directions  given  by  our  author  for  per¬ 
forming  this  operation  in  future,  we  are  de- 
fired  to  have  a  catheter  introduced  into  the  ure¬ 
thra,  to  ferve  as  a  direction  for  avoiding  that 
canal ;  and  for  the  fame  reafon  as  the  urethra 
inclines  more  to  the  right  ii.de  than  to  the  left, 
he  advifes  the  incilion,  both  of  the  foft  parts, 
and  of  the  cartilage,  to  be  fomewhat  to  the 
left  fide,  and  not  direCtly  in  the  middle  of  the 
pubis.  By  keeping  to  one  iide,  we  have  alfo 
this  advantage,  that  the  fufpenfory  ligament  of 
the  bladder  is  avoided. 

We  are direCted,  in  making  the  incifi6n  of  the 
cartilage,  not  to  keep  the  thighs  widely  afunder, 
to  avoid  the  danger  of  occaiioning  a  rupture 
of  the  internal  ligaments,  by  the  fudden  repa¬ 
ration  of  the  bones  which  would  be  thereby 
produced.  It  is  better,  our  author  obferves, 
to  make  a  gradual  exteniion  after  the  bones  are 

O 

completely  feparated. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  publication,  our 
author  informs  us,  that  the  operation  had  by 
that  time  been  performed  on  other  two  women 
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with  the  greateft  fuccefs ;  firft,  by  Mr.  Defpres,. 
a  furgeon  and  man-midwife,  at  St.  Paul  de 
Leon,  en  Bretagne,  and  afterwards  by  Mr* 
Cambon,  furgeon  at  Mons. 

Thefe  are  the  mod;  material  particulars 
which  relate  immediately  to  the  operation  in 
queftion,  and  we  are  ferry  the  nature  of  our 
work  does  not  admit  of  a  more  extenfive  de¬ 
tail  of  the  interefting  remarks,  which  every 
where  occur  in  this  performance. 


VI. 


Differiatio  Medka  Inaugur  alis  de  Calculo  Renum 
&  Vefica.  Ault  ore  Simone  Lanphier,  Sm 
Edinburgh 

UR  author,  after  an  accurate  enumeration 


of  the  different  fymptoms,  found  to  oc¬ 
cur  in  cafes  of  calculus  of  the  kidneys,  and  of 
the  bladder,  gives  the  following  definition  of 
the  diforder  of  which  he  propofes  to  treat. 

Difficilis  et  dolorifica,  guttata  fsepius  et  ar- 
dcns  mi&io,  fubitanea  quandoque  inter  min- 
gendum  fuppreffio,  urina  fabulofa  ;  mucofa; 
fepe  purulenta ;  et  foetida ;  dolore  perinsei 


gravante;  tenefmo* 


The 


The  remote  caufes  of  difeafes  of  this  kind., 
lie  divides  into  the  predifpofing  and  exciting 
caufes  :  under  the  former  head  are  included  all 
fuch  articles  of  diet,  and  other  circumftances, 
as  tend  to  the  formation  of  that  earthy  matter 
fo  univerfally  prefent  in  urine ;  and  by  the  term 
Exciting  Caufes,  is  meant,  all  fuch  as  have  any 
tendency  to  colled:  the  particles  of  this  earthy 
matter  into  one  body.  The  occafional,  or  ex¬ 
citing  caufes  of  this  diforder,  our  author  re¬ 
marks,  may  be  ranked  under  two  different 
heads ;  thofe  which  more  efpecially  may  be 
confidered  as  of  an  internal  nature  ;  and  thofe 
again  which  have  evidently  arifen  from  the  in- 
trodudion  of  extraneous  bodies  into  the  blad¬ 
der  ;  of  the  former  kind,  are,  blood,  or  co- 
agulable  lymph  extravafated  ;  pus ;  'mucus ; 
the  urinary  paffages  being  deprived  of  their 
natural  mucus,  fo  as  to  give  rife  to  inflamma¬ 
tion,  and  tumours  originating  from  the  inter¬ 
nal  furface  of  the  bladder.  Of  the  latter  kind, 
or  extraneous  bodies,  ading  as  a  nuclei  to 
■(tones  in  the  bladder,  a  variety  of  examples, 
we  are  told,  are  to  be  found  in  different  au¬ 
thors,  but  efpecially  in  Haller  and  Nuck,  de- 
monftrating  the  influence  of  thefe. 

In  the  method  of  treatment,  we  are  favour¬ 
ed  with  the  detail  of  a  number  of  experiments, 
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made  by  our  author,  with  a  view  of  determin¬ 
ing  the  effe&'s  of  different  medicines  in  com¬ 
mon  ufe  as  lithon triptics ;  but  particularly  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  alkaline  falts,  lime-water,  foap, 
uva  urfi,  fixed  air,  and  different  kinds  of  acids. 
We  iriall  here  recapitulate  a  few  of  the  ex¬ 
periments  upon  each  of  thefe  ;  and  firft  with 
refpedt  to  alkaline  medicines. 

Experiment  2. 

A  piece  of  human  calculus,  weighing  nine 
grains  and  a  half,  was  immerfed  in  three  ounces 

O 

and  a  half  of  water  and  a  drachm  of  cauftic 
alkali ;  the  phial,  containing  the  mixture,  be¬ 
ing  properly  corked,  was  placed  in  a  degree 
of  heat  equal  to  98  of  Fahrenheit's  thermo¬ 
meter.  In  the  fpace  of  25  hours,  the  ftone 
was  found  to  have  loft  five  grains  and  a  half 
of  its  original  weight. 


The  fragment  of  a  calculus,  weighing  leven 

o  J  o  o 

grains,  being  added  to  two  ounces  of  oleum 
tartari  per  deliquium,  and  the  mixture  being 
allowed  to  remain  in  a  degree  of  heat  equal  to 
98,  or  100,  of  Fahrenheit’s  feale,  for  the  fpace 
thirty-two  hours,  the  piece  of  ftone  was  found 
to  have  acquired  a  grain  in  weight. 

Exper. 
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Exper.  4. 

To  a  mixture,  confiding  of  four  ounces  of 
recent  urine,  and  a  drachm  of  cauftic  alkali, 
a  fragment  of  a  calculus,  weighing  fix  grains, 
was  added,  and  on  its  being  placed,  for  the 
fpace  of  24  hours,  in  a  heat  equal  to  93,  or 
loo  of  Fahrenheit,  a  Tandy  kind  of  fediment 
was  obferved  to  be  depofited,  but  the  done  had 
loft  nothing  of  its  weight. 

V  _ 

Exper.  5. 

One  hundred  drops  of  mild  fixed  alkali  be¬ 
ing  added  to  four  ounces  of  recent  urine,  and 
the  mixture  being  placed  for  the  fpace  of  32 
hours  in  the  100  degree  of  heat,  the  urine 
was  found  to  have  depofited  a  fandy  fediment. 

Exper.  7. 

A  fragment  of  a  calculus,  weighing  nine¬ 
teen  grains,  being  added  to  a  drachm  of  rege¬ 
nerated  tartar,  diftblved  in  three  ounces  of 
diftilled  water,  the  mixture  was  placed  in  a 
heat  of  98  or  100  degrees,  and  after  remain¬ 
ing  there  34  hours,  the  done  was  found  to 
have  loft  none  of  its  weight.  The  fame  expe¬ 
riment  being  repeated  with  urine,  inftead  of 
water,  the  refult  was  exactly  fimilar, 
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Exper.  8.  , 

To  a  quantity  of  fpirit  of  Mindereri,  made 
with  juice  of  lemons,  and  half  a  drachm  of 
volatile  alkali,  three  ounces  of  diddled  water 
were  added,  together  with  a  fragment  of  a  hu¬ 
man  calculus  weighing  x6  grains,  the  mixture 
having  remained  34  hours,  in  a  heat  varying 
from  95  to  100  degrees  of  Fahrenheit’s  fcale, 
the  Hone  was  then  found  to  weigh  only  twelve 
grains. 

Exper.  9. 

The  fame  experiment  being  repeated  with 
frelh  urine,  indead  of  diddled  water,  the  re- 
fult  was  exadily  the  fame  as  mentioned  in  ex¬ 
periment  8f 

Exper.  xo. 

A  quantity  of  fixed  air  was  added  to  two 
ounces  of  cauftic  alkali,  which  did  not  previ- 
oufly  produce  much  effervefcence  with  the  vir 
triolic  acid  ;  but  which  afterwards  effervefced 
very  violently  with  that  acid.  A  drachm  of 
this  lixivium  being  added  to  four  ounces  of 
recent  urine,  a  fragment  of  a  calculus  weigh¬ 
ing  fix  grains,  was  immerfed  in  the  mixture. 
After  the  phial  had  flood  40  hours  in  a  heat, 
yarying  from  96  to  102  degrees,  the  done  had 

loft 
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loft  nothing  of  its  weight,  but  a  copious  fandy 
fediment  was  found  depofited. 

From  thefe  experiments,  the  following  con- 
clufions,  our  author  thinks,  may  be  drawn. 
That  the  cauftic  alkali  is  poffelTed  of  a  folvent 
power,  though  only  in  a  fmall  degree  when 
conjoined  with  urine,  and  that  the  milder  fixed 
alkali  has  no  property  of  this  nature.  That 
as  the  cauftic  alkali  differs  only  from  the  latter 
in  being  deprived  of  fixed  air,;  and  as  fixed 
air  is  found  in  great  abundance  both  in  the  fto- 
mach,  inteftines,  and  in  the  urine,  that  by  the 
time  it  reaches  a  calculus  in  the  urinary  paf- 
fages,  it  will  probably  have  been  in  a  great 
meafure  deprived  of  its  adtive  powers. 

As  the  ft-rength  of  cauftic  alkali  is  alfo  in  a 
great  meafure  deftroyed,  by  its  meeting  either 
with  an  acid,  or  with  any  oily  fubftance  ;  and 
as  medicines  of  this  nature  muft  always,  our 
author  obferves,  meet  both  with  acid  and  oily 
admixtures  in  the  prims  vis,  he  thinks,  there¬ 
fore,  that  no  great  dependence  can  be  placed 
pn  them  as  folvents  of  urinary  calculi. 
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On  Lime-water. 

Exper.  ii?  12,  135  and  14. 

In  thefe  four  experiments,  different  pieces 
of  calculi  were  added  to  lime-water,  and  kept 
a  confiderable  time  in  different  degrees  of  heat, 
from  62  to  soo,  without  any  evident  change 
being  produced  on  the  Hones'.  But  as  thefe 
pieces  of  Hone  were  of  a  remarkably  hard  tex¬ 
ture,  the  following  among  others  were  put  in 
pradice. 

Expert.  15. 

A  piece  of  Hone,  of  a  foft  texture,  weigh¬ 
ing  ten  grains,  was  added  to  three  ounces  of 
lime-water,^ and  as  much  frefli  urine.  The 
mixture  being  placed  in  a  heat  varying  from 
98  to  100  degrees,  and  having  remained  there 
48  hours,  the  Hone,  on  examination,  had  loH 
none  of  its  weight,  but  a  fandy  fedirnent  was 
found  depoHted. 

Expert.  17. 

Three  ounces  and  a  half  of  lime-water  were 
added  to  a  quantity  of  fandy  fceces,  gathered 
from  urine  four  days  old.  The  mixture,  which 
at  fird  was  thick  and  muddy,  immediately 

became 
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became  clear,  and  depofited  a  white  fediment: 
It  was  allowed  to  Hand  four  days,  when  no  de¬ 
gree  of  fandy  or  ftony  matter  could  be  per¬ 
ceived,  either  on  the  bottom  or  fades  of  the 
veffel. 

Exper.  18. 

Five  ounces  of  frefh  urine  were  added  to 
four  ounces  of  lime-water,  with  one  drachm 
of  vinegar,  and  the  mixture  left  in  a  heat  of 
64  degrees. 

Exper.  1  g. 

Five  ounces  of  recent  urine,  together  with 
18  grains  of  a  calculus,  were  added  to  four 
ounces  of  lime-water  faturated  with  fixed  air, 
and  the  mixture  was  then  placed  in  64  degrees. 

Exper.  20. 

Ten  grains  of  calculus  were  added  to  five 
ounces  of  lime-water,  faturated  with  fixed  a;r, 
and  the  phial  placed  in  a  heat  of  64  degrees. 

At  the  fame  time,  five  ounces  of  recent  urine, 
intended  as  a  ftandard,  was  placed  in  the  fame 
degree  of  heat.  After  the  fpace  of  fixty  hours, 
the  pieces  of  caiculi  had  loft  nothing  of  their 
weight,  but  the  mixture  in  Exper.  19,  had 
depofited  a  fmall  fediment;  and  the  ftandard 
was  found  to  have  parted  with  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  fand. 
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From  thefe  experiments  our  author  con¬ 
cludes,  that  the  iithontriptic  powers  of  lime- 
water  are  but  very  trifling  ;  but  that  it  feenis 
to  have  feme  effedf  in  altering  the  nature  of 
urine.  By  this  means  it  may,  perhaps,  pre¬ 
vent  any  farther  formation  of  calculi  after  it 
has  been  had  recourfe  to  ;  and  from  experience 
it  has  been  known,  he  obferves,  to  give  eafe 
in  cafes  of  calculus,  without,  however,  adting 
as  a  folvent  of  the  different  fton'es.  In  proof 
of  this,  forne  quotations  are  here  made  from 
the  writings  of  Dodtors  Alfton  and  Whytt  on 
this  fubjedt. 

Some  experiments  are  next  related,  that  were 
made  with  a  view  to  determine  the  lithontrip- 
tic  effedfs  of  foap  and  of  uva  urfi.  The  for¬ 
mer  was  found  to  have  but  a  very  trifling  effedf. 
as  a  folvent;  and  fuch  pieces  of  calculi  as  were 
added  to  infufions  of  the  uva  urfi,  inilead  of 
lofing  any  part  of  their  weight,  uniformly  gain¬ 
ed  confiderable  additions. 

As  our  author  fuppofes  uva  urfi  to  be  pof- 
feffed  of  a  certain  degree  of  fedative  power 
in  common  with  the  aflringents,  he  thinks  its 
having  been  fo  much  extolled  by  Dr.  de  Haen, 
for  the  relief  it  affords  in  cafes  of  flone, 
may  be  accounted  for  upon  this  principle. 

On 
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On  fixed  Air. 

f 

Exper.  25. 

The  fragment  of  a  calculus,  weighing  feveri 
grains,  was  fufpended  in  a  flream  of  fixed  air. 

After  having  remained  in  that  fituation  twenty- 

% 

four  hours,  it  was  found  to  have  acquired  a 
grain  in  weight. 

Exper.  26. 

Twenty-two  grains  of  calculus  were  im- 
merfed  in  a  quantity  of  water,  faturated  with 
fixed  air ;  after  the  fpace  of  a  few  days,  the 
{lone  was  found  to  have  loft  only  one  grain  and 
a  half  of  its  weight,  although,  during  almoft 
all  that  period,  a  flream  of  fixed  air  was  pall¬ 
ing  conflantly  into  the  water  from  an  effervef- 
cing  mixture. 

Exper.  27. 

Nineteen  grains  of  calculus  being  added  to 
eieht  ounces  of  water,  faturated  with  fixed  air, 
the  phial  was  immediately  fealed  up,  and  placed 
in  a  heat  varying  from  the  95th  to  the  104th 
degree  of  Fahrenheit’s  fcale ;  after  the  fpace  of 
50  hours,  the  piece  of  flone  was  found  to  have 
acquired  a  grain  ;  for,  at  the  end  of  that  period, 
it  weighed  twenty  grains. 
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To  thefe  experiments  it  may,  perhaps,  be. 
objected,  that  a  fufficient  quantity  of  fixed  air 
was  not  added  to  the  water ;  but  our  author 
obferves,  that  no  ftone  in  the  bladder,  or  kid¬ 
neys,  can  ever  have  fuch  a  quantity  of  fixed 

air  applied  to  it  as  was  here  made  ufe  of. 

* 

Experiments  with  different  Acids, 

Exper.  31. 

The  fragment  of  a  calculus,  weighing  nine 
grains,  being  added  to  three  ounces  of  water, 
acidulated  with  fpirit  of  nitre,  the  mixture 
was  placed  in  a  heat  varying  from  94  to  100 
degrees.  After  having  remained  there  fifteen 
hours,  the  done  was  found  to  have  loft  a  grain 
and  an  half  of  its  weight,  and  was  become 

much  more  brittle  than  it  was  before, 

_  \ 

Exper.  32. 

A  fragment  of  a  calculus,  weighing  five 
grains,  being  added  to  five  ounces  of  water, 
moderately  acidulated  with  the  muriatic  acid, 
it  did  not  lofe  a  grain  of  its  original  weight, 
after  having  remained  in  it  fifteen  hours. 

Exper.  33. 

To  four  ounces  of  water,  moderately  acidu¬ 
lated  with  the  vitriolic  acid,  a  fragment  of  a 

cal- 
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calculus,  weighing  five  grains,  was  added.  Af¬ 
ter  the  fpace  of  15  hours,  the  hone  was  en¬ 
tirely  reduced  to  a  powder.  This  experiment 
was  often  repeated,  and  always  with  the  fame 
refult.  A  faturated  mixture  of  the  vitriolic 
acid,  with  the  volatile  alkali,  was  likewife  found 
to  be  poffefTed  of  ftrong  lithontriptic  powers. 

From  thefe  experiments,  our  author  is  led 
to  confider  the  acid  of  vitriol  as  a  powerful 
folvent  of  human  calculi.  And  as  it  may 
probably  reach  the  urinary  paflages  with  as  lit¬ 
tle  change  as  any  medicine  we  are  acquainted 
with,  he  concludes  that  it  may  often  be 
had  recourfe  to  with  advantage  in  cafes  of 
done.  Independently  of  its  lithontriptic 
powers,  he  thinks  too  that  it  may  be  ufeful  as 
an  aflringent  and  fedative  in  the  fame  manner 
as  uva  urfi. 

How  far  accurate  obfervation  in  future  prac¬ 
tice  will  tend  to  confirm,  or  refute,  the  conclu- 
fions  which  Dr.  Lanphier  draws  from  the  trials 
he  has  made,  we  will  not  pretend  to  fay  ;  but 
every  attempt  to  improve  the  healing  art,  on 
the  folid  bafis  of  rational  experiment,  demands 
attention,  and  merits  approbation.  And  it  is 
much  to  be  wifhed,  that  candidates  for 'medi¬ 
cal  honours  would  rather  give  proofs  of  their 
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induftry  and  genius  in  this  line,  than  in  copy-’ 
ing  from  the  ledtures  of  teachers,  or  the  writ¬ 
ings  of  practical  authors,  which  are  in  the 
hands  of  every  body. 


VII. 

Exercitatio  Therapeutica  Inaugur alh  exhibens  Obfer - 
vationes  quafdam  de  Ufu  Aqua;  frigid#  externa v 
Audlore  Samuele  Byam  Athill,  Antiguenju 
8  vo.  Edinb* 

O  change  has  lately  taken  place  in  the 
practice  of  medicine,  which  can  be  con- 
fldered  as  of  more  importance  than  the  ufe 
which  is  made  of  the  influence  of  cold  adding, 
either  generally,  or  partially,  on  the  human 
fyffem.  And  of  the  different  methods  of  ob¬ 
taining  the  effedts  of  it,  no  one  is  more  fre- 
quently  had  recourfe  to,  than  the  application 
of  cold  water  But  when  we  coniider  that  this 
mode  of  cure  is  not  only  ufed  by  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  regular  pradlitioners,  but  reforted  to' 
by  numbers  influenced  chiefly  by  fafhion,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  it  will  frequently  be  pro- 
dudtive  of  bad  as  well  as  good  effedts.  Every 
attempt,  therefore,  to  afcertain  by  experiment 
its  real  properties,  and  the  principles  upon 
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which  it  adts,  muft  be  conlidered  as  meriting  at¬ 
tention.  It  is  with  this  view,  that  we  now  pro- 
pofe  to  prefent  our  readers  with  an  analylis  of 
Dr.  Athill’s  differtation,  which'  every  where 
affords  proof  of  the  judgment  and  induftry 
of  the  author. 

This  differtation  is  divided  into  three  chap¬ 
ters ;  in  the  firil  of  thefe  the  author  endea¬ 
vours  to  determine  and  explain  the  operation 
and  effects  of  cold-bathing  on  the  human 
fyftem,  as  a  proper  bafis  for  future  reafoning. 
Dr.  Athill  begins  this  chapter  with  a  relation 
of  the  phenomena  which  occur  in  cold-bath¬ 
ing  ;  and  that  he  might  be  able  to  defcribe 
thefe  not  from  fancy,  or  the  authority  of 
others,  but  from  his  own  obfervation,  he  has 
had  recourfe  to  experiments. 

In  thefe  experiments,  while  other  appear¬ 
ances  are  not  negledted,  his  chief  aim  feems 
to  have  been  to  determine  thefe  changes  which 
the  cold  bath  induces,  on  the  flate  of  circula¬ 
tion,  on  refpiration,  and  on  the  heat  of  the 
body.  Without  entering  into  a  particular 
detail  of  thefe  experiments,  we  fhall  reckon  it 
fufficient  to  take  notice  of  fome  of  the  general 
conclufions,  which  follow  from  the  trials  he 
has  made.  From  his  experiments  it  appears, 

that 
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that  notwithstanding  the  fucceffive  feelings  of 
cold  and  of  heat,  which  accompany,  1  or  imme¬ 
diately  follow,  cold  bathing,  the  body  has  in 
general  returned  to  its  natural  temperature 
within  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour.  It  further 
appears,  that  during  the  fenfe  of  glowing  heat, 
which  e  nines  foon  after  leaving  the  bath,  a 
thermometer,  by  proper  application  to  the 
body,  is  not  in  an  equal  fpace  of  time,  raifed 
to  the  fame  height  as  before  immerfion. 

The  influence  of  the  cold  bath  on  circula¬ 
tion,  feems  to  be  ftill  more  coniiderable  than 
on  the  heat  of  the  body.  When  the  pulfe  is 
reckoned  in  the  bath  immediately  after  im- 
merlion,  it  is  found  to  be  very  considerably 
accelerated,  riling  in  feme  inftances  from 
feventy  flrokes  in  the  minute,  to  an  hundred 
and  twenty.  If  however  the  perfon  remain 
for  a  few  minutes  in  the  bath,  it  is  found  to 
be  more  Slow,  ftnall,  and  quick,  than  before 
immerfion  ;  and  in  this  ftate  it  is  in  general 
found  to  be  foon  after  leaving  the  bath,  even 
in  cafes  where  the  flay  in  the  water  has  been 
very  Short.  But  in  a  few  minutes  after 
coming  out  of  the  water,  its  celerity  is  again 
fo  far  encreafed,  as  to  rife  considerably  above 
the  natural  Standard.  On  refpiration  it  has 

the 
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.the  effect  either  of  immediately  encreafing  its 
celerity,  or  of  rendering  it  very  irregular. 

Befides  thefe  particulars,  he  alfo,  with  great 
accuracy,  enumerates  and  defcribes  the  various 
fenfations  which  it  excites,  and  appearances 
which  it  produces;  and  from  thefe  phenomena, 
founded  on  obfervation,  he  next  proceeds  to 
deduce  the  principles  on  which  it  operates. 
He  thinks  that  the  phenomena,  which  attend 
cold  bathing  afford  evidence  that  it  operates 
in  four  different  principles  ;  and  he  refers  its 
effects  to  its  influence  as  a  flimulant,  as  a 
tonic,  as  a  fedative,  and  as  altering  the  courfe 
of  the  blood. 

He  next  endeavours  to  determine  from  what 
caufes  thefe  effedts,  taking  place  upon  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  cold  bathing,  are  derived  ;  and  he 
particularly  confiders  how  far  they  can  be  ex¬ 
plained,  from  the  preffure  of  the  water  on  the  fur- 
face,  from  the  eftedt  arifing  from  different  im¬ 
pregnations,  whether  of  the  faline,  fulphure- 
ous,  or  metallic  kind,  and  from  the  fudden 
change  of  temperature.  Although  he  is  in¬ 
clined  to  imagine  that  fomething  may  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  two  firft  principles,  yet  he  con¬ 
fiders  its  effedts  as  chiefly  preferable  to  the 
latter,  the  fudden  adtion  of  cold.  And  he 

farther  obferves,  that  the  good  effedts  which 
Vgl.  VI.  No.  2i*  E  cold 
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cold  bathing  has  in  the  removal  of  difeafes, 
are  probably  not  a  little  aided  from  its  being 
performed  at  watering-places,  where  the  mind 
is  relaxed  from  bufinefs,  and  exhilarated  by 
amufements. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  determine  the 
«ffedts,  and  explain  the  operation  of  cold  bath-? 
ing,  Dr.  Athill  proceeds  in  the  fecond  chapter 
to  confider,  how  far  thefe  effedts  are  diverfified 
by  different  modes  of  applying  it,  and  what 
advantages  are  to  be  expedited  from  each. 
Here  he  chiefly  confiders  the  effedts  of  diver- 
fity  in  the  degree  of  temperature,  and  in  the 
manner  of  application.  With  refpedl  to  tem¬ 
perature,  he  points  out  the  different  effedts 
of  fpring  or  fea  water,  without  any  artificial 
change  of  temperature,  and  of  the  fame 
waters  artificially  heated  or  cooled  to  cer¬ 
tain  degrees.  And  with  refpedt  to  the 
manner  of  application,  he  obferves,  that 
this  is  confiderably  varied  as  being  general 
or  partial.  Under  the  firfl  he  confiders  the 
effedts  of  fudden  immerfion,  of  affufion  or  the 
ihower  bath,  and  of  merely  wafhing  the  fur- 
face  ;  and  under  the  fecond,  he  treats  of  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  partial  application  of  cold 
water,  both  as  affedting  the  part  to  which  it 
is  immediately  applied,  and  as  affedting  the 

fyftem 
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fyftetn  in  general.  But  any  proper  analyfis  of 
his  obfervations  on  thefe  fubjeCts,  would  ex¬ 
tend  to  a  greater  length  than  the  limits  of  our 
publication  will  allow.  We  lhall  therefore 
conclude  this  article  with  a  few  remarks,  drawn 
from  the  laft  chapter,  in  which  he  treats  of  the 
ufe  and  abufe  of  cold  bathing,  when  employed 
for  medical  purpofes. 

In  the  third  chapter  of  this  differtation,  Dr. 
Athill  firffc  endeavours  to  point  out  the  general 
indications  of  cure  which  cold  bathing  is  fitted 
to  fulfil ;  and,  after  endeavouring  to  deduce 
thefe  from  what  he  had  before  attempted  to 
eflablifh,  with  refpedt  to  its  operation,  he  gives 
the  following  view  of  them,  under  the  form  of 
a  table. 

General  indications  which  cold  bathing  may 
be  employed  to  fulfil. 

L  From  its  ftimulant  power. 

a.  To  obviate  morbid  affections  of  the 
circulation. 

b.  To  remove  a  morbid  diminution  of 
fenfe  or  motion. 

II.  From  its  tonic  power. 

a.  To  remove  original  delicacy  of  habit. 

b.  To  reffore  vigour  either  to  the  whole 
fyftem,  or  to  parts  particularly  debilitated. 
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c*  To  produce  a  conftriCtion  on  the  orb 
fices  of  ruptured  veffels. 

III.  From  its  fedative  power. 

a.  To  obviate  morbid  affections  in  the 
ftate  of  aCtion  of  the  brain. 

b .  To  diminifh  morbid  irritability. 

c .  To  counteract  a  tendency  to  inordinate 
motions. 

IV.  From  its  influence,  as  altering  the  ba¬ 
lance  of  circulation. 

a.  To  diminifh  the  impetus  of  blood  on 
the  furface  of  the  body. 

b*  To  produce  a  temporary  increafe  of 
determination  to  the  abdominal  and  thoracic 
vifcera. 

The  contraindications  to  the  ufe  of  cold 
bathing,  which  are  nearly  the  oppofite  of  the 
circumftances  mentioned  above,  he  refers  alfo 
to  the  fame  general  heads,  and  of  thefe  he  glve^ 
the  following  view. 

General  effects  of  cold  bathing  from  which 
it  may  prove  hurtful. 

I.  From  excefs  of  flimulant  power. 

a*  By  exciting  violent  agitation  of  the 
whole  fyftem. 

b .  By  inducing  morbid  aCtion  of  the 
fi.pvtqn;  fibres. 

II.  Fron} 
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II.  From  excefs  of  tonic  power. 

a.  By  diminifhing  the  natural  difpofitiori 
*  to  free  motion. 

b.  By  retraining  falutary  evacuations. 

III.  From  excefs  of  fedative  power. 

a.  By  diminifhing  the  general  mobility 
of  the  nervous  influence. 

b.  By  deflroying  the  fenfib'ility  of  parti¬ 
cular  nerves. 

IV.  From  its  producing  changes  in  the  di- 
flribution  of  the  fluids,  to  which  the  condition 
of  the  fyftem  is  not  adapted. 

a.  By  increafing  the  impetus  of  the 
blood  to  vifcera  previoufly  in  a  morbid  ftate. 

b.  By  diminifhing  the  force  of  circula¬ 
tion,  and  heat  on  the  furface  of  the  body. 

After  thefe  general  obfervations  on  the  good 
and  bad  effedts  which  may  be  expedted  to  re- 
fult  from  the  external  application  of  cold  wa¬ 
ter,  Dr.  Athill  concludes  his  differtation,  by 
applying  thefe  dodtrines  more  immediately  to 
ufe  ;  and  with  this  view  he  offers  many  prac¬ 
tical  remarks  on  the  proper  adminifiration  of 
this  mode  of  cure  in  particular  difeafes.  Here 
he  follows  ftridtly  the  order  laid  down  by  Dr. 
Cullen  in  his  Nofology  ;  and  from  the  obferva¬ 
tions  of  the  mo  ft  accurate  pradtitioners,  he  en- 
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deavours  to  draw  a  confirmation  of  his  own 
dodlrine,  and  to  point  out  the  good  or  bad  con- 
fequences,  which  may  reafonbly  be  expected  t<S 
refult  from  the  external  ufe  of  cold  water  in  par¬ 
ticular  difeafes.  As  thefe,  however,  are  to  be 
confidered  as  chiefly  the  obfervations  of  pre¬ 
ceding  writers,  it  would  be  here  improper  to 
give  any  analyfts  of  them.  And  we  may  con* 
elude  the  prefent  article  with  obfervihg,  that 
the  path  which  our  author  has  followed,  ac¬ 
curate  experiments  and  careful  obfervation,  un- 
queftionably  lead  to  the  moil  important  im¬ 
provements  in  the  healing  art. 
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I. 

An  Extraft  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Charles  Hall, 
Surgeon  to  the  14 th  Regiment  of  Infantry ,  to 
Dr.  Ralph  Thicknefs,  at  Wigan ,  in  Lanca - 
Jhire,  dated  St.  Augujlin ,  Edfl  Florida ,  the  1 4 th 
of  May ,  1 7  74.  Giving  an  Account  of  a  new 
Species  of  Edify •  Communicated  to  Dr .  Duncan* 

PErmit  me  to  take  this  opportunity  of  com¬ 
municating  to  you  the  following  account 
of  a  fpecies  of  palfy.  It  arifes  from  one  of  the 
vertebra  ftarting  outwards,  and  forming  an  acute 
angle  with  the  medulla  fpinalis.  As  the  riling 
is  gradual,  the  numbnefs  increafes  gradually, 
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till,  by  the  preffure  on  the  medulla ,  the  patient 
is  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  his  legs.  This  takes 
feveral  months  to  accomplifh,  and  were  nothing 
further  to  follow,  the  patient  would  remain  m 
this  helplefs  ftate  during  life.  But  as  the  w- 
tebra  that  are  in  contact  with  the  difeafed  ver¬ 
tebra  are  affected,  that  above  begins  to  rife  gra¬ 
dually,  but  not  to  a  level  with  the  center-ver¬ 
tebra;  and  afterwards  the  Vertebra  below  rifes 
to  an  equal  height  with  the  upper  one,  fo  as  to 
make  the  angle  lefs  acute;  which,  I  prefume, 
has  the  effeCt  of  taking  off  the  preffure  on  the 
medulla .  When  this  is  accomplifhed,  the 
fenfe  of  feeling ;  and  the  ufe  of  the  limbs  are 
gradually  reftored.  I  have  neither  feen  nor 
heard  of  an  author  that  defcribes  a  palfy  ariiing 
from  this  caufe,  and  therefore  apprehend  that 
it  is  a  cafe  that  rarely  happens.  On  this  ac¬ 
count  it  might  be  proper  to  make  it  more  ge¬ 
nerally  known  ;  becaufe  two  inftances  have  oc¬ 
curred  to  my  knowlege,  where  ingenious 
practitioners  were  perplexed  for  want  of  hav¬ 
ing  feen  or  heard  of  a  limilar  cafe  ;  as  no 
fymptom  led  them  to  fufpeCt  the  vertebra  to 
be  the  caufe,  there  being  no  pain  in  the  part 
affeCted  during  the  confinement  of  the  patient. 
It  is  a  cafe  that  muft  be  left  moflly  to  nature ; 
and  though  no  material  benefit  can  be  derived 
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from  medicines,  yet  it  is  a  great  fatisfadlion 
to  the  patient,  (after  finding  no  relief  from  what 
has  been  prefcribed,  and  having  the  profped:  of 
remaining  fo  for  life)  to  hear  the  cafe  explain¬ 
ed,  and  to  be  told  that  nature  will  probably* 
work  a  cure  in  the  courfe  of  two  or  three  years, 
fo  as  to  enable  him  to  walk  with  the  afMance 
of  crutches  :  when  the  patient  is  on  the  reco¬ 
very,  {Emulating  embrocations  and  fridtions 
to  the  limbs  may  aflifl. 

“  At  the  time  of  writing  this,  I  have  apatlent, 
Alex.  Cameron,  of  the  29th  regiment,  that 
has  remained  paralytic  a  year  and  half  from  a 
difeafed  vertebra  near  the  centre  of  the  back, 
who  is  now  on  the  recovery.  The  other  cafe, 
hinted  at  above,  and  which  happened  before  I 

left  England,  was  of  Mr. - ,  in  Chefhire  ; 

who  was  a  corpulent  man,  and  who  lived  up¬ 
wards  of  eight  years  after  the  recovery  of  his 
limbs,  fo  as  to  walk  with  crutches,  without 
any  farther  complaint  in  his  back. 

“  I  have  heard,  of  an  inftance  of  the  vertebra 

colli  being  difeafed  in  the  fame  way,  when  the 

wholebody  became  paralytic  excepting  the  head, 

and  the  patient  recovered,  as  in  fimilar  cafes. 

But  the  attendants  neither  knew  the  caufe  of 

the  difeafe,  or  the  recovery,  which  therefore 

was  conlidered  as  being  almofl:  miraculous.” 

Addi- 
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Addition  to  Mr.  Hall’s  letter  by  Dr* 

Thickness. 

To  the  above  account,  extracted  from  Mr* 
Hall's  letter,  I  may  add,  that  the  author,  being 
returned  from  Eaft  Florida,  has  lately  informed 
me,  that  Alexander  Cameron  was  afterwards 
able  to  walk  a  mile  without  crutches,  and  was 
to  have  been  fent  to  England,  but  that  a  year 
and  a  half  after  recovering  fo  far  the  ufe  of 
his  limbs,  he  died  of  a  fever. 

Since  Mr.  Hall’s  arrival  in  England  he  left 
the  contents,  he  informs  me,  of  this  paper 
in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Hunter,  Profeffor  of  ana¬ 
tomy  at  London  ;  who,  with  great  politenefs 
and  candour,  favoured  him  with  a  defeription 
of  fuch  cafes  as  occurred  to  his  memory,  and 
which  might  feem  to  bear  fome  analogy  to 
thofe  above  mentioned.  He  recolledled  three 
paralytic  cafes  in  particular,  which  arofe  ap¬ 
parently  from  morbid  affedtions  of  the  fpine. 
Two  of  them  were  attended  with  caries,  and 
both  the  patients  died.  In  the  other,  the  fpine 
was  anchylofed,  and  the  patient  recovered.  In 
all  three,  the  arch  formed  in  the  fpine  was  very 
Qgnfiderable* 
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II. 

j The  Hi/lory  of  a  Cafe  affording  a  Proof  of  the  Power 
of  extravafated  Blood  in  diffolving  Bone ;  by 
Mr .  Thomas  Thomas,  Surgeon  at  Punbridgc 
IVells ,  communicated  to  Dr .  Duncan, 

A  Man  of  a  ftrong  and  healthy  habit,  aged 
about  45,  upon  lifting  a  heavy  weight 
on  the  firft  day  of  October,  1777,  thought  he 
felt  fomething  give  way  in  his  right  hip.  Im¬ 
mediately  after  he  was  very  faint,  but  foon  re¬ 
covered,  and  for  fix  or  feven  days  followed  his 
ufual  occupation,  which  was  that  of  a  brewer^ 
fervant,  with  little  inconvenience.  During 
that  time,  he  perceived  an  unufual  weak- 
nefs  in  the  leg  and  thigh,  but  attended  with 
little  or  no  pain,  and  it  was  treated  as  a  fprain, 
with  fpirituous  and  oily  embrocations.  At 
the  end  of  three  weeks  his  thigh  was  confi- 
derably  fwelled,  and  in  ten  weeks  time  from 
the  accident,  (when  I  firft  faw  him)  it  was  very 
much  enlarged,  and  the  leg  and  foot  oedema - 
tofe ;  he  had  frequent  returns  of  excruciating 
pain  in  that  thigh,  but  it  was  fometimes  per¬ 
fectly  eafy,  and  the  other  leg  and  thigh  would 
be  inflamed  and  painful ;  fometimes  he  was  de¬ 
lirious, 
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lirious,  at  others  had  violent  pain  in  his  fio^ 
mach,  attended  with  great  ficknefs  and  vo¬ 
miting,  which  could  only  be  relieved  by  vola¬ 
tile  and  cordial  medicines. 

As  I  was  uninformed  of  the  preceding  ac¬ 
cident,  and  could  difcover  no  pulfation  or  fluc¬ 
tuation  in  the  tumor,  the  patient’s  hiftory,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  above  fymptoms,  favouring  the 
fuppofition,  I  at  firft  believed  the  difeafe  to 
be  entirely  rheumatic.  The  thigh  continued 
growing  larger  till  the  firft  of  January,  1778* 
when  it  became  very  tenfe,  in  continual  pain, 
and  I  could  perceive  a  deep  feated  fluctuation  ; 
as  he  had  no  heCtic  fever,  or  other  fymptoms, 
that  could  induce  me  to  fuppofe  this  fluid  was 
pus,  I  began  to  fufpeCt  a  falfe  aneurifm.  The 
tenfion  and  pain  being  exceflive,  I  recom¬ 
mended  emollient  fomentations  and  cataplafms,' 
which,  for  a  fortnight,  gave  great  relief,  ex¬ 
cepting  when  thefe  pains,  which,  by  turns,' 
invaded  every  part  of  his  body,  were  fixed  in 
the  difeafed  thigh.  On  the  12th  of  February, 
the  thigh  was  amazingly  diftended  in  conftant 
and  exceflive  pains,  which  nothing  could  alle¬ 
viate,  and  a  fluctuation  was  felt  in  every  part 
of  it,  from  the  groin  to  the  knee.  At  this 
time  it  was  examined  by  a  furgeon  of  fkill  and 
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reputation,  who,  confidering  the  exquifite  fuT- 
ferings  of  the  unhappy  patient,  and  being  un¬ 
certain  what  was  the  fluid  contained  in  his 
thigh,  thought  proper  to  open  it ;  and  accord¬ 
ingly  a  frnall  pundture  was  made  through  the 
fkin,  cellular  membrane,  and  fafcia  lata.  Im¬ 
mediately  there  ifiued  a  fountain  of  blood,  of 
the  confidence  of  cream,  and  a  darker  colour 
than  blood  is  in  general  when  frefh  drawn  from 
a  vein.  When  about  a  quart  of  blood  was 
drawn,  the  thigh  was  confiderably  diminifhed, 
and  the  patient  eafy.  We  flopped  the  orifice 
with  a  tent,  and  left  the  patient  till  morning. 

Feb.  13.  He  had  fainted  feveral  times  in  the 
night  and  this  morning ;  the  thigh  was  almoft 
as  much  diflended  as  before  the  incilion  was 
made  ;  at  the  fame  time,  the  blood  was  con- 
flantly  oozing  through  the  orifice. 

Feb.  14.  His  thigh  was  in  the  fame  date  as 
yederday.  He  had  a  return  of  the  pain  in  his 
dornach,  which  yielded  to  no  medicine;  in 
the  evening  he  became  delirious,  had  convul- 
fions,  and  died. 

What  induced  me  to  lay  this  cafe  before 
you  was,  the  appearance  upon  diffedtion.  That 
$)lood  has  the  power  of  didblving  bone,  if  it 

comes 
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comes  in  contact  with  it  in  the  living  body ; 
though  a  certain  fad,  yet  is  not  univerfally 
believed.  This  cafe  not  only  proves  the  truth 
of  that  idea,  but  it  alfo  fhews,  that  extrava- 
fated  blood,  when  long  confined,  has  likewife 
the  power  of  diffolving  the  fofter  part. 

Having  cut  through  the  integuments  and 
tendinous  fafcia  of  the  thigh,  I  could  pafs  my 
hand  quite  round  the  bone,  the  mufcles,  ex¬ 
cept  their  tendinous  portions,  being  diflolved 
to  the  confidence  of  grumous  blood,  which, 
with  a  great  quantity  of  pure  blood,  was  con¬ 
tained,  as  it  were,  in  a  bag,  formed  by  the  inte¬ 
guments  of  the  fafcia  lata,  from  the  groin  and 
crifia  of  the  ilium  to  the  point  of  the  knee. 
The  crural  artery,  vein,  and  nerve,  were  en¬ 
tirely  diflolved,  and  the  iliac  artery,  a  little 
way,  was  very  tender.  The  os  femoris  was 
deprived  of  its  periofteum,  very  rough  and  full 
of  holes,  fome  of  which  would  admit  a  probe 
into  the  middle  of  the  bone,  which  leemed  de- 
ftitute  of  medulla.  At  the  fame  time  there 
were  feveral  exoftofes  upon  it,  which  were  fo 
ilender  as  to  be  eafily  broke  down  by  the  fin¬ 
ger.  As  I  was  not  permitted  to  take  away  the 
bone,  or  to  open  the  abdomen,  I  cannot  give 
•  a  more 
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a  more  fatisfadfory  account  of  the  cafe.  But 
I  imagine  it  fufficiently  proves  the  folvent 
power  of  the  blood  as  exerted  both  on  the 
fofteft  and  hardeft  parts  of  the  fyftem. 


III. 


The  Hiftory  of  a  Cafe  of  the  Pemphigus  Major  of 
Mr.  Sauvages,  by  Dr.  David  Stewart,  Phyft- 
dan  in  Aberdeen ,  communicated  to  Dr.  Duncan. 

Private  foldier  of  the  73d  regiment. 


JL  jL  aged  eighteen  years,  formerly  a  pedlar, 
and  naturally  of  a  healthy  conflitution,  was 
received  into  the  hofpital  at  Aberdeen,  on  the 
25th  of  April.  About  twenty  days  before 
that  he  had  been  feized  with  the  mealies,  when 
in  the  country,  and  in  marching  to  town  on 
the  fecond  day  of  their  eruption,  he  was  ex- 
pofed  to  cold,  upon  which  they  fuddenly  dis¬ 
appeared. 

Having  arrived  in  Aberdeen,  he  was  quar¬ 
tered  in  a  damp,  ill-aired,  under-ground  apart¬ 
ment.  He  then  complained  of  ficknefs  at 
domach,  great  opprefiion  about  the  prascordia, 
head-ach,  latitude,  and  wearinefs  on  the  lead: 
exertion,  with  diffnefs  and  rigidity  of  his 
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knees,  and  other  joints ;  the  furgeon  of  the 
regiment  vifited  him  :  he  was  purged,  but 
with  little  benefit.  About  ten  days  before,  he 
obferved  on  the  infide  of  his  thighs,  a  number 
of  very  fmall,  diflindt,  red  fpots,  a  little  ele¬ 
vated  above  the  furface  of  the  fkin,  and  much 
refembJing  the  firfl  appearance  of  fmall -pox. 
This  eruption  gradually  fpread  itfelf  over  his 
whole  body,  and  the  puflules  continued  every 
day  to  increafe  in  fize. 

Upon  being  received  into  the  hofpital,  he 
complained  of  head-ach,  ficknefs  at  flomach, 
oppreffion  about  the  pr^cordia,  thirfi,  fore¬ 
throat,  with  difficulty  of  fwallowing;  his  tongue 
was  foul,  his  fkin  felt  hot  and  feverifh,  pulfe 
from  no  to  120,  rather  depreffed  ;  belly  cof- 
tive,  eyes  dull  and  languid,  but  without  deli¬ 
rium.  The  whole  furface  of  his  fkin  was  in- 
terfperfed  with  veficles,  or  phlydhense,  of  the 
fize  of  an  ordinary  walnut,  many  of  them  were 
larger,  efpecially  on  the  arms  and  bread:.  In 
the  interfaces,  between  the  veficles,  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  fkin  was  natural,  nor  was  there 
any  rednefs  round  their  bafe ;  the  diflance  from 
one  to  another,  was  from  half  an  inch  to  a 
hand-breadth,  or  more.  In  fame  places,  two 
or  three  were  joined  together,  like  the  puflules 
in  the  confluent  fmall-pox.  A  few  veficles  had 
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burft  of  themfelves,  and  formed  a  whitilh 
fcab,  or  cruft.  Thefe  were  moftly  on  the 
neck  and  face ;  others  fhewed  a  tolerably  laud¬ 
able  pus.  However,  by  far  the  greateft  num¬ 
ber  were  perfectly  entire,  turgid,  and  of  a 
bluiili  colour.  Upon  opening  them,  it  was 
evident,  that  the  cuticle  elevated  above  the 
cutis,  and  diftended  with  a  thin,  yellowifn, 
femipeilucid  fertim,  formed  this  appearance. 
Nor  was  the  furface  of  the  cutis  ulcerated,  or 
livid,  but  of  a  red  florid  colour,  as  when  the 
cuticle  is  feparated  by  a  blifter,  or  fuperneiai 
burning.  No  other  perfon  laboured  under  a 
iimilar  difeafe,  either  in  the  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try  from  which  he  came,  or  when  he  refidedE 
in  Aberdeen.' 

This  cafe  was  treated  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner.  The  largeft  of  the  veficles  were  fnipped, 
and  dreffed  with  Uguent.  e  Lap.  Calaminari.  In 
the  evening  he  was  vomited  with  a  folution  of 
tartar  emetic,  given  in  fmall  quantities,  and  at 
intervals.  This  alfo  procured  two  loofe  ftools. 
And  he  was  ordered  for  drink,  water-gruel, 
acidulated  with  lemon-juice. 

April  1 6.  He  ftill  complained  of  fickrtefs'* 
fome  oppreffion  about  his  breaft,  and  fore 
throat;  he  had  Hept  little  during  the  night,' 
Vol,  VI.  No.  2io  F  bis 
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his  tongue  was  foul  and  blackifh,  his  fkin^ 
however,  was  not  fo  hot  as  the  preceding  day, 
his  urine  was  high-coloured*  but  had  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  reparation  ;  his  pulfe  90,  and  foft ; 
mod  of  the  fores  on  the  trunk  of  the  body 
looked  clean.  Others,  particularly  where  the 
veficles  were  confluent,  feemed  beginning  to 
ulcerate,  and  to  have  a  bluifh  fublivid  appear¬ 
ance.  They  were  drelfed  afrefh  with  cerate* 
and  he  was  ordered  the  following  medicines  : 

DecoS.  Cort.  Peruvian.  %v\.  Vim  Ruhr.  Lu« 
fitan.  Jiii.  M.  Hujus  mixture  capiat.  JfJ* 
tertia  quaque  hora. 

His  acidulated  drink  was  continued ;  and*  on 
account  of  the  very  offenfive  fmell  on  ap¬ 
proaching  near  him,  fome  vinegar  was  placed 
in  a  bafon  before  the  bed,  and  fprinkled1  on 
the  floor;  and  the  room  was  kept  properly 
aired. 

April  17.  His  fores  looked  tolerably  clean, 
uniefs  on  his  arms  and  thighs ;  where  they  were 
livid,  a  little  ulcerated,  and  difcharged  a  bloody 
ichor. 

His  head-ach,  ficknefs,  &c«  were  moftly 
gone;  his  tongue  was  rather  cleaner;  pulfe  68, 
and  foft.  As  the  deception  of  the  bark  fit  eaf  ly 

on 
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oh  his  ftomach,  the  following  prefcription  was 
ordered. 

R  Pulv.  Subtiliff.  Cort.  Peruv.  3  ft.  Vim  Rubri 
Luiitan.  Aquae  fontan.  aa  ^  ft .  Mo  ft.  Hauft. 
tertia  quaque  hora  repetend. 

The  acidulated  drink  was  continued,  and  frefti 
dreflings  applied  to  the  fores. 

April  18.  The  little  ulcers  on  his  arms  and 
thighs  {till  difcharged  a  bloody  ichor,  and 
looked  ill ;  his  other  complaints  were  better  5 
pulfe  82.  The  bark  had  not  naufeated  him, 
and  it  was  continued  as  well  as  his  former  drink. 

April  19.  His  fores  looked  greatly  cleaner 
and  better  ;  the  fever  was  gone,  his  pulfe  na¬ 
tural,  and  had  no  complaint  but  weaknefs,  and 
a  troublefome  itching  of  the  fkin  :  the  Peru¬ 
vian  bark,  &c.  were  continued. 

April  20.  Some  of  the  ulcers  {till  poured 
forth  a  bloody  ichor ;  moll  of  them,  how¬ 
ever,  looked  well,  and  had  begun  to  heal— 
fever  gone — medicines  continued. 

From  the  21ft  of  April,  he  went  on  gaining 
llrength,  and  his  fores  appeared  to  heal  fall ; 
he  was  defired  to  take  only  four  dofes  of  bark 
every  day  ;  and  by  the  27th,  his  fores,  Sec. 
were  totally  dried  up — he  had  no  complaint— 
.  was  difmiffed  cured. 
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Although  I  had  never  before  feen  a  cafe  fi- 
milar  to  the  above,  yet  I  did  not  hefitate  to 
conclude,  that  the  difeafe  belonged  to  the  tribe 
of  exanthemata ;  and  had,  in  a  greater  or  lefs 
degree,  a  putrid  tendency  :  having  formed  this 
idea,  it  was  evident,  that  if  a  remiffion  of  the 
fever  could  be  procured,  the  bark,  with  acid% 
were  the  remedies  moft  to  be  trufted  to. 

Upon  looking  into  the  Nofologia  Metho~ 
dica  of  M.  de  Sauvages,  and  examining  the 
different  genera  of  the  order  of  exanthemata, 

I  found  that  the  character  of  his  93d  Genus, 
to  which  he  gives  the  name  of  . Pemphigus ,  al- 
iiipff  coincided  in  every  particular  with  the 
hiftqry  given  above ;  and  that  of  the  four  fpe- 
cies  into  which  he  divides  this  genus,  the  pre- 
fent  cafe  was  clearly  the  firft  of  thele,  or  the 
Pemphigus  Major . 

Both  Dr.  Cullen  and  Vogel  nearly  agree 
with  Sauvages  in  their  character  of  this  genus 
of  the  exanthemata.  The  former  alfo,  gives 
it  the  name  of  Pemphigus ,  and  the  latter  that 
Fehris  Bullofa.  Carolus  Pifo  too,  in  his  Con¬ 
firm  Seledta,  gives  the  hiftory  of  a  cafe  nearly 
fimila'r  ;  and  the  Fehris  Syneches  cum  Veficulis  per 
pectus  &  Colium  Sparjif  of  Dr.  Morton,  feems  alfo 
to  belong  to  the  fame  genus. 


IV.  Hif- 


COMMENTARIES.  35 


IV. 

Hiflory  of  an  uncommon  Cafe  in  Delivery .  By  Dr. 
Robert  Maitland,  of  Edinburgh.  Communi¬ 
cated  to  Dr.  Duncan. 

EARLY  in  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  Au~ 
guft,  I  was  called  to  the  nfhftance  of  a 
poor  woman,  in  labour  of  her  fir  ft  child.  She 
was  about  28  years  old,  and  of  a  very  fmall 
ftature,  though  without  any  apparent  defor¬ 
mity.  I  was  informed  bv  the  midwife  who 
attended,  that  her  pains  . had  been  frequent  and 
■  fevere  finc'e  the  morning  of  the  preceding  day, 
that  the  membranes  had  burft,  and  the  waters 
come  away,  mixed  with  blood,  an  hour  before 
my  arrival ;  and  that  ever  fince,  pure  blood 
had  continued  to  flow  copioufly  from  the  va¬ 
gina.  I  was  further  told,  that  there  was  fome- 
thing  extraordinary  in  the  cafe,  and  that  I  mu  ft 
immediately  take  fome  method  of  delivering 
the  patient,  who  was  finking  under  a  violent 
flooding. 

* 

The  pulfe  was  indeed  feeble,  and  I  was  a 
good  deal  alarmed,  when  upon  touching  to 
examine  the  progrefs  of  the  labour,  and  dif- 
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cover  what  there  might  be  uncommon  in  the 
cafe,  I  found,  covering  the  os  externum,  a 
large  foft  tumor,  very  much  refembling  in 
feel  the  membranes  of  the  foetus,  when  far 
protruded  before  they  break  in  delivery.  So, 
much,  indeed,  had  it  this  appearance,  that  I 
did  not,  for  fome  time,  find  out  the  deception, 
till  by  gliding  my  finger  all  around  the  bafe  of 
the  fwelling,  I  came  at  laffc  to  the  os  externum, 
^vhere  I  found  the  child's  head  prefenting,  and 
firidtly  locked  in  the  pelvis.  The  tumor, 
though  it  thus  fpread  itfelf  all  over  the  mouth 
of  the  vagina,  now  evidently  appeared  to  be 
an  enlargement  of  the  right  labium  pudendi 
only.  It  was  nearly  as  large  as  a  new-born? 
child’s  head,  and  the  infide  of  the  labium  was 
turned  fo  much  outwards,  that  on  the  firft  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  hand,  the  ikin  and  hairs  of  the 
parts  was  not  at  all  felt.  In  ihort,  on  the  fur- 
face  there  was  no  mark  by  which  to  diftinguifii 
it  from  the  protruded  membranes ;  and  1  am 
apt  to  fufped:  the  midwife  had  in  reality  fallen 
into  this  miftake;  and  that  an  opening  into  it, 
which  I  now  difcovered  on  the  infide,  hacl. 
been  made  by  her  on  that  fuppofition.  It  was 
big  enough  to  admit  my  middle  finger,  and 
from  it  the  difcharge  of  blood,  formerly  men¬ 
tioned,  evidently  proceeded. 

Having 
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Having  never  read  of  any  complaint  of  this 
kind  happening  during  delivery,  and  never  be¬ 
fore  met  with  any  fuch  in  practice,  I  immedi¬ 
ately  refolved  to  confult  Dr.  Young,  a  gentle¬ 
man  to  whom  I  lie  under  the  greatefi:  obliga¬ 
tions.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  little  or  no 
danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from-  the  bleed¬ 
ings  as  in  thefe  parts,  a  rupture  of  any  confi- 
derable  .blood-yeftels  was  fcar.cely  to  be  fuf- 
pecled,  and  advifed  to  wait  patiently  for  the 
delivery,  when  he  imagined  the  fwelling  would 
fubfide. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  was  fomented  with  a 
ftrofe  infufion  of  chamomile  flowers,  and  the 
hard  parts,  round  the  bafe  of  it,  rubbed  with 
camphorated  fpirit  of  wine;  but  this  la  ft  ap¬ 
plication  was  afterwards  laid  slide,  as  occa- 
fioning  fevere  pain  when  it  touched,  or  ap¬ 
proached  the  lips  of  the  orifice.  In  the  inter¬ 
vals  of  the  fomentation,  a  warm  cloth  was 
kept  conftantly  applied. 

The  birth  advanced  with  a  gradual,  though 
flow  progrefs,  and  before  night,  the  fize  of 
the  fwelling  was  confiderably  diminifh’ed  ;  the 
flow  of  pure  blood  had  ftopt,  and  only  clots 
continued  from  time  to  time  coming  away. 

F  4 
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Ang.  6*  This  morning  the  lomor  was  miich 
the  Fame*as  laft  night,  and  remained  fc>  till  fix 
In  the  evening,  when  the  patient  was  delivered. 
Three  hours  after  this,  it  had  very  much  tub-, 
fided,  and  I  ordered  the  fame  applications  to 
be  continued. 

Aug.  7/  She  had  an  incontinence  of  urine, 
and  complained  much  of  pain  in  the  bottom 
of  the  belly  5  and  I  difcovered,  that  in  the 
birth,  the  perineum  had  been  lacerated  almcil 
quite  to  the  anus,  though  it  had  cfcaped  the 
obfervation  of  the  midwife  who  delivered  her. 
The  fwelimg  was  aimofc  quite  gone,  and  only 
difeharged  a  fmall  quantity  of  purulent  matter 
from  the  edges  of  the  orifice. 

The  parts  were  w  a  fined  frequently  with  milk 
and  water,  and  the  lacerated  perineum  drefied 
with  Ung.  Bafil.  Flav.  The  difcharge,  which 
was  at  firfi;  extremely  oifenfive,  foon  became 
j.efs  fo,  and  diminifiied  in  quantity.  The  in- 
continence  of  urine  continued  only  two  or  three 
days,  and  the  patient  had  a  very  good  reco¬ 
very. 

Some  Observations  on  the  CAS  E. 

The  cafe  of  our  patient  is  one  that  very 
Jpldom  occurs ;  Dr.-Young,  in  the  courfe  of  a 

long 
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lon^  and  exf?nfive  praftice,  never  met  with  an 
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inftanee  of  it ;  the  only  p.erfon,  indeed,  that  1 
know  of  who  has  feen  or  deferibed  it  is  Dr. 
MfiBride.,  of  Dublin,  Vid.  Lond.  Med,  Ob- 
ferv,  Yol.  V.  But  there  is  a  difference  betwixt 
the  two  examples  he  relates,  and  the  one  now 
under  consideration,  both  the  former  appeared 
after  delivery,  the  later  began  during  the  la¬ 
bour,  and  therefore  we  have  thought  proper 
to  deferibe  it,  efpeciaily  with  a  view  to  prevent 
the  danger  of  miftaking  it  for  the  protrufion 
of  the  membranes  of  the  fetus,  diften'ded  by 
the  waters,  a  miftake  which  could  not  fail  to 
occafion  much  confufion  and  groundlefs  appre- 
henfion. 

After  finding  that  the  fwelling  was  confined 
to  one  of  the  labia  pudendi,  I  fufpedted  it  to 
be  a  hernia  ;  but  as  the  patient  had  never  per¬ 
ceived  any  enlargement  in  that  place  before  her 
in-lying,  this  fuppofition  was  not  probable ; 
and  upon  introducing  my  finger  at  the  open¬ 
ing,  I  was  foon  convinced  that  there  was  no¬ 
thing  contained  in  it  but  coagulated  blood. 

It  would  feem  that  by  the  preftiire  of  the 
child’s  head,  and  the  violent  firetching  of  the 
parts  during  the  labour  pains,  fome  of  the 
fmall  blood- veifels  had  been  bur  ft,  and  had 

depo- 
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depofited  a  quantity  of  blood  in  the  cellular 
membrane,  which  is  interpofed  betwixt  the 
doublings  of  the  fkin  that  form  the  labia  pu- 
dendi.  That  this  is  the  nature  of  the  fwell- 
ing  appears  more  probable,  when  we  compare 
it  to  the  hemorrhoids,  which  it  exadlly  refem- 
bles ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  fame  aftrin- 
gent  applications  which  are  proper  in  them, 
would,  likewife,  in  this  cafe,  be  the  befh  reme¬ 
dies.  With  regard  to  the  orifice,  which  we 
have  conjectured  to  have  been  made  by  the 
midwife,  it  mult  be  allowed,  that  the  fwelling 
may  have  burft  of  its  own  accord;  yet  I  am 
inclined  to  think  otherwife,  g  from  its  having 
happened  before  the  internal  lining  of  the  va¬ 
gina,  (a  firm,  compad:,  membrane)  could,  in 
all  probability,  have  giver*  way,  and  from  the 
great  difficulty  there  was  of  diftinguifhing  the 
fwelling  from  the  furface  of  the  protruded 
membranes. 

I  purpofely  avoid  faying  any  thing  of  the 
incontinence  of  urine,  or  the  laceration  of  the 
perineum ;  they  are  not  uncommon  accidents 
in  laborious  cafes ;  nor  would  an  account  of 
them  contribute  to  the  right  underftanding  the 
Swelling,  which  alone  l  meant  to  defcribe. 

S  E  C  To 
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MR,  Andrew  Lumifden,  in  a  letter  to 
Charles  Webfter,  one  of  the  phyficians 
to  the  Public  Difpenfary  at  Edinburgh,  dated 
at  Montbard,  Sept.  20,  1778,  gives  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  of  a  work  in  which  that  juftly 
celebrated  philofopher  M.  le  Comte  de  BufFon 
has  been  lately  engaged. 

f(  M.  le  Comte  de  Buffon  has  been  pleafed 
to  communicate  to  me,  partly  printed,  and 
partly  in  manufcript,  Les  Epoques  de  la 
Nature,  which  he  will  foon  prefent  to  the  pub¬ 
lic.  The  learned,  eloquent,  and  amiable  au¬ 
thor  feems  to  have  excelled  even  himfelf,  in 
this  ingenious  and  fublime  work.  I  have  not 

at 
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at  prefent  time  to  analize,  and  fliall  therefore 
only  attempt  to  give  you  a  flight  idea -of  it. 

“  As  in  civil  hiflory  we  confult  records*  we 
examine  medals*  we  decipher  ancient  infcrip- 
lions,  to  .determine  epochs  of  human  revolu¬ 
tions*  and  to  eftablilh  the  dates  of  moral 
events;  fo  in  natural  hiflory  we  muff  examine 
the  archives  of  the  world*  draw  from  the 
bowels  of  the  earth  its  ancient  monuments* 
colleS:  its  ruins*  and  unite*  in  a  body  of 
proofs,  all  the  marks  of  phyfical  changes* 
which  may  point  out  to  us  the  different  ages 
of  the  world.  This  is  the  only  means  to  fix 
fome  epochs  in  the  imm.eh.fity  of  fpace*  and 
to  place  a  certain  number  of  mile-ftones  in  the 
road  of  time* 

This  is  what  M.  de  Buffon  has  done  in  his 
Hiflory  of  the  Epochs  of  Nature.  His  theory 
is  founded  on  the  following  principles,  viz. 

ifl.  The  earth  is  elevated  at  the  equator, 
and  flattened  at  the  poles*  in  the  proportion 
that  the  laws  of  gravity  and*  centrifugal  force 
require. 

<c  2°.  The  terreftrial  globe  has  interior  heat, 
which  is  proper  to  it,  and  which  is  independ¬ 
ent  of  that  which  the  rays  of  the  fun  can  com¬ 
municate  to  it. 
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€c  30.  The  heat  which  the  fun  bellows  on  the 
earth  is  fmall,  compared  to  the  proper  heat  of 
the  terreftrial  globe ;  and  the  heat  of  the  fun 
would  not  be  fufficient  to  keep  nature  alive. 

u  4?.  The  matter  of  which  the  terreftrial 
globe  is  compofed,  is*  in  general,  of  the  na¬ 
ture  of  glafs,  and  may  be  reduced  to  glafs. 

cc  We  on  the  furface  of  the  earth,  and 
even  in  mountains  from  1500  to  2000  toifes 
high,  a  vaft  quantity  of  ftiells,  of  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  the  fea. 

“  Having  eftablifhed  thefe  principles,  by  a 
variety  of  proofs  and  obfervations,  he  traces  fe- 
ven  epochs,  of  nature. 

I.  When  the  earth  and  planets  acquired 
their  form.  /  v  - 

u  2.  When  matter,  being  confolidated,  form¬ 
ed  the  interior  rock  of  the  globe,  as  well  as  the 
great  vitrifiable  malfes  which  are  on  its  furface. 

“  3.  When  the  waters  covered  our  continent. 

«  4.  When  the  waters  retired,  and  the  vol¬ 
canos  began  to  ad:, 

u  5„  When  the  elephants,  and  other  animals 
of  the  fouth,  lived  in  the  countries  of  the 
north. 


“  6. 
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“  6.  When  the  continents  were  feparatedo 
And, 

“  7*  When  the  power  of  man  feconded  that 
of  nature. 

“  In  eftablifhing  thefe  epochs,  he  is  obliged 
to  make  the  world  much  older  than  we  com- 

■  m  Jr  55a  •*  t 

monly  fuppofe  ,  it.  He  therefore  interprets 
Mofes’s  fix  days  of  the  creation,  to  mean  fix 
different  periods,  diftant  from  each  other. 

“  It  was  on  account  of  Les  Epoques  de  la 
Nature,  that  M.  Gueneau  de  Montbeillard, 
the  friend  and  afifociate  worthy  of  M.  de  Buf- 
fon^  made  him  the  following  compliment  on 
his  birth-day,  the  7th  of  this  month. 

O  jour  heureux  qui  vis  naitre  Buffon 
Nous  te  beniffons  tous  avec  effufion 
Et  tu  fera  chez  la  race  future 
Pour  les  amis  du  vrai,  du  beau,  de  la  raifon 
Une  Epoque  de  la  Naturev 


The  following  account  of  a  method  by 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  weftern  ifies  of 
Scotland,  excite  a  fever  and  cure  the  rickets, 
has  lately  been  communicated  to  Dr.  Duncan, 
by  an  ingenious  gentleman,  in  whofe  veracity 
and  accuracy  our  readers  may  put  great  de- 

“  WTe 
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f£  We  are  indebted  to  the  moll  uncultivated 
part  of  mankind  for  many  ufeful  difcoveries, 
efpecially  in  medicine ;  and  however  inexpli¬ 
cable  they  may  be  by  our  theories,  yet  even 
the  moll  unpromifing  of  them  deferve  atten¬ 
tion  and  trial,  more  efpecially  when  they  may 
prove  ufeful  in  faving  the  lives  of  many  of  our 
fellow-creatures, 

c‘  The  medicine  made  ufe  of  in  the  weftern 
iflands  for  the  cure  of  the  rickets,  is  an  oil  ex¬ 
tracted  from  the  liver  of  the  Ikate-filh.  The 
method  of  application  is  as  follows.  Firlt, 
the  wrifts  and  ancles  are  rubbed  with  the  oil  in 
the  evening ;  thisdmmediately  raifes  a  fever  of 
feveral  hours  duration ;  when  the  fever  from 
the  firft  rubbing  fublides,  the  fame  parts  are 
rubbed  again  the  night  following,  and  repeat¬ 
edly,  as  long  as  the  rubbing  of  thefe  parts  con¬ 
tinues  to  excite  the  fever  :  after  no  fever  can  be 
excited  by  rubbing  the  wrills  and  ancles  alone, 
they  are  rubbed  again  along  with  the  knees  and 
elbows.  This  increafed  un&ibn  brings  on  the 
fever  again  ;  and  is  pra&ifed  as  before,  till  it 
no  longer  has  that  effedfc.  Then  the  vertebrae 
and  lides  are  rubbed  along  with  the  former 
parts,  and  this  unCtion,  which  again  brings  on 
‘  the  fever,  is  repeated  as  the  former.  When 

no 
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no  fever  can  be  longer  excited  by  tills  imdioiij 
a  flannel  fliirt,  dipped  in  the  ofj,  is  put  upon 
the  body  of  the  patient ;  this  brings  on  a  more 
violent  and  fenflble  fever  than  any  of  the  for-* 
mer  unctions,  and  is  continued  till  the  cure  is 
completed,  which  commonly  it  is  in  a  fliort 
time.” 

■Sft  W  ■  '$  %  % 

The  following  account  of  the  good  effect 
derived  from  the  powder  of  the  Verrucse  Equi¬ 
ne  in  cancerous  affections,  Has  been  recom¬ 
mended  to  Dr.  Duncan,  by  Mr.  John  Bell, 
one  of  the  clerks  in  the  Royal  Infirmary  at 
Edinburgh. 

1  lately  received  a  very  extraordinary 
hiflory  of  the  effedts  of  the  powder  of  the 
Verrucse'iEquinae,  in  a  cafe  of  cancer,  from  a 
furgeon  in  very  great  practice  in  the  fouth  of 

Scotland,  ;  •  . 

"*'VA  lady  had  been  cut  for  a  fcirrlious  mam¬ 
ma,  and  in  about  a  year  and  a  half  after  the  ope¬ 
ration,  feveral  fra  all  ill-conditioned  ulcers  ap¬ 
peared  about  the  cicatrix  of  the  former  wounds 
Two  eminent  phyiicians  were  confulted  :  they 
advifed'  the  ufe  of  mercury,  with  the  decode, 
lignorum  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  obferved  that 
they  did  not  expedt  to  be  of  much  fervice  to 

her. 
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her,  as,  from  all  appearances,  flie  was  dying  very 
faft.  Thefe  remedies  were  tried  without  anv 
benefit,  and  when  lhe  was  reduced  to  the  lowed: 
date,  this  medicine  was  eagerly  grafped  at  by 
her  friends.  Her  furgeon,  in  order  to  pleafe 
them,  prepared  a  quantity  of  it,  and  gave  it 
to  her  in  the  dofe  of  zij  twice  or  thrice  a  dayb 
Its  operation  was  by  fweating,  which,  he  fays, 
it  produced  very  powerfully.  Soon  after  this, 
the  ulcers  began  to  look  better,  the  flying  pains 
abated,  her  appetite  and  colour  returned.  She 
was  again  reftored  to  as  good  health  as  fhe  had 
enjoyed  for  fome  years  before.  However,  fhd 
at  the  fame  time  had  a  prolapfus  uteri,  and  fe~ 
veral  other  bad  fymptoins  concurring,  uncon¬ 
nected  with  the  complaint  of  her  bread,  fhe 
was  brought  to  the  fame  weak  date  in  which 
lhe  had  formerly  been,  and  is  now  either  dead 
or  dying.  Still,  however,  fhe  continues  the 
Pulvis  Verruca  ^Equina?,  and  fince  fhe  began 
the  ufe  of  it,  has  been  free  from  the  pain  in 
her  bread,  and  the  flying  pains  over  her  body, 
which  formerly  gave  her  fo  much  uneafinefs* 
The  fores  never  healed,  but  the  difcharge  from 
them  was  perfectly  mild. 

cc  I  am  alfo  informed  by  the  fame  gentle¬ 
man,  that  a  lady  in  Cockermouth  has  been 
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completely  cured  of  a  cancer  in  her  breafl7 
which  had  returned  after  the  operation,  en¬ 
tirely,  as  he  fays,  by  the  ufe  of  the  fame  re¬ 
medy.  She  continued  it  for  three  months  or 
upwards. 

#  *  %  %  % 

There  is  perhaps  no  function  of  the  animal 

ceconomy  which  has  been  more  the  fubjed  of 
inquiry  and  experiment,  than  that  power  by 
which  living  animals  generate  heat.  Although 
many  hypothefes  have  been  offered  concerning 
this  fundion,  yet  no  theory  has  been  prefented 
to  the  public,  fupported  on  arguments  fo  con¬ 
vincing,  as  to  obtain  general  belief,  at  lcaft  for 
any  length  of  time  ;  and  indeed,  almofl  every 
ingenious  phyfiologifl,  probably  from  his  being 
fen  fib  le  of  the  objedions  which  occurred  to 
the  theories  contended  for  by  others,  has  on 
this  fubjed  held  an  opinion  peculiar  to  him- 
felf. 

While  Dr.  Duncan  taught  the  infUtutions  of 
medicine  in  the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  1774,  he  endeavoured  to  refute 
not  only  the  common  hypothefes  on  this  fub¬ 
jed  which  are  to  be  found  in  phyfiologieal 
iyftems,  and  which  refers  animal  heat  to  mix¬ 
ture,  putrefadion,  fridion,  or  fimilar  caufes, 

but 
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but  likewife  the  doCtrines  which  were  taught 
by  thofe  ingenious  and  learned  profeflors,  Dr. 
Cullen  and  Black;  the  fir  A  of  whom  imagined 
that  animal  heat  was  to  be  explained  from  of* 
dilations  excited  in  the  nervous  fluid,  while 
the  lad  referred  it  to  the  effeCt  of  refpiration 
on  the  living  fyftem.  After  dating  what  to 
him  appeared  to  be  objections  fufficiently  valid 
for  overturning  their  opinions,  he  fubmitted  to 
the  confideration  of  the  fludents,  a  conjecture 
of  his  own  with  refpeCt  to  the  caufe  of  this 
~  property,  pofiefled  by  living  animal  bodies. 

Dr.  Duncan's  hypothefis  is,  that  animal  heat 
is  produced  by  the  evolution  of  the  phlogidon, 
or  principle  of  inflammability,  contained  in  the 
blood  ;  and  that  this  evolution  is  brought  about 
by  the  aCtion  of  the  blood-veflels. 

This  doCtrine,  which  Dr.  Duncan  then 
taught  and  dill  teaches,  he  endeavours  to 
prove  by  attempting  to  demondrate  the  fol¬ 
lowing  propofltions. 

1.  That  the  blood  does  contain  phlogiflon. 

2.  That  this  phlogidon  is  evolved,  extri¬ 
cated,  or  brought  into  a  date  of  aCfivity  and 
motion,  by  the  aCtion  of  the  blood-veflels  to 
which  it  is  fubjeCted  in  the  courfe  of  circu¬ 
lation. 

G  2  3.  That 
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3.  That  the  evolution  of  phlogiflon  is  a 
caufe  which,  through  nature,  produces  heat, 
whether  that  heat  be  apparently  excited  by  mix¬ 
ture,  fermentation,  percuffion,  fridfion,  in¬ 
flammation,  ignition,  or  any  fimilar  caufe. 

And  laflly,  that  this  heat,  which  mud:  be 
produced  in  confequence  of  the  evolution  of 
the  phlogifton  from  the  blood  of  different  ani¬ 
mals,  is,  in  all  probability,  equal  to  the  highcft 
degree  of  heat  which  thefe  animals  in  any  cafe 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  the 
caufe  which  he  afligns  for  animal  heat,  does 
exift,  and  is  adequate  to  the  effedt  which  he 
afcribes  to  it  •,  he  next  attempts  to  fhew,  that 
this  theory  explains  all  the  phenomena  of  ani¬ 
mal  heat ;  and  he  thinks  that  upon  this  ground, 
a  rational  and  fatisfadtory  explanation  may  be 
given  of  all  thofe  circumftances  which  have 
been  employed  by  modern  phyfiologifls  as  ar¬ 
guments  in  fupport  of  particular  theories,  or 
as  objedtions  to  them.  Among  other  pheno¬ 
mena,  he  endeavours  to  account  for  the  gene¬ 
ral  connedtion  which  the  heat  of  the  human 
body  has  with  the  motion  of  the  blood ;  for 
thofe  linking  exceptions  to  this  which  occur  in 
feme  particular  inftances,  and  which  afford  un- 

furmountable 
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formountable  objections  to  the  theories  refer- 
ing  animal  heat  to  friction  or  fimilar  caufes ; 
for  the  equality  of  heat  in  every  part  of  the 
fyftem  in  a  fiate  of  health  ;  for  the  increafe  or 
diminution  of  it  in  particular  parts*  which  fome- 
tlmes  takes  place  in  difeafe  ;  for  the  liability  of 
heat  in  animals  of  every  different  genus,  while 
they  continue  in  a  healthful  condition,  al¬ 
though  they  be  expofed  to  very  different  de¬ 
grees  of  heat  in  the  furrounding  atmofphere ; 
for  the  connexion  which  the  heat  of  animals 
of  different  genera,  and  eCen  of  the  fame  ani¬ 
mal  at  different  times,  has  with  the  Hate  of  re- 
fpiration  ;  and  laftly,  for  the  degree  of  heat 
which  different  animals  poffefs,  being  greater 
or  lefs  in  proportion  as  their  circulating  fluids 
have  more  or  lefs  of  a  red  colour.  From  the 
confideration  of  thefe  different  particulars,  Dr. 
Duncan  is  led  to  conclude,  that  the  ready  ex¬ 
planation  which  this  theory  affords  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  phenomena,  tends  greatly  to  confirm  the 
evidence  in  fupport  of  it,  drawn  from  other  cir- 
cumflances. 

A  mono-  the  gentlemen  who  attended  Dr. 

o  o 

Duncan’s  ledures  at  the  time  when  he  fir  ft 
taught  this  dodrine  was,  Dr.  Patrick  Dugud 
Leflie,  now  phyfician  at  Durham,  who  not 

G  3  only 


102 


MEDICAL 


only  adopted  the  opinion,  but  foon  afterwards 
made  it  the  fubjedt  of  his  inaugural  differta- 
tion,  when  he  obtained  the  degree  of  Dodlor 
of  Medicine  from  the  university  of  Edinburgh. 
In  that  DifiTertation,  which  is  entitled,  De  Ca- 
loris  Animalium  Caufa  DifTertatio,  and  which 
Dr.Dugud  publicly  defended  on  September  12, 
1775,  befides  employing  the  reafoning  which 
had  before  been  ufed  by  Dr.  Duncan,  he  fup- 
ports  the  hypothecs  by  many  other  ingenious 
arguments.  Since  that  time  Dr.  Dugud’s  atten¬ 
tion  has,  it  feems,  been  much  employed  upon 
this  fubjedt,  and  he  lately  didributed  the  prof- 
pcdtus  of  a  work  which  is  already  in  the  prefs, 
and  will  fpeedily  be  publifhed.  This  work  is 
entitled,  A  Philofophical  Enquiry  into  the 
Caufe  of  Animal  Id  eat,  with  incidental  Qbfer- 
vations  on  feveral  Phyfiological  and  Chymical 
Queflions  connected  with  the  fubjedt. 

According  to  the  analyfis  which  has  been  di- 
dributed,  the  principal  fubjedts  incidentally 
treated  of  are  the  following  : 

id.  Nature  and  properties  of  phlogifton,  or 
the  elementary  principle  of  fire. 

2.  The  caufe  of  the  augmentation  of  weight 
in  metallic  calcinations. 

q.  The  caufe  of  colour  in  the  blood  and  bile. 

4.  The 
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4.  The  final  caufe  of  refpiratipn. 

5.  The  changes  which  atmcfpherical  air  Suf¬ 
fers  by  contributing  to  inflammation*  or  by 
entering  the  lungs  of  living  animals. 

6.  The  principal  dcdfrines  of  the  nature  of 
fire. 

7.  The  phenomenon  of  the  ethereal  medi¬ 
um,  the  electric  fluid  and  phlogifton,  with 
proofs  of  their  identity. 

8.  The  nature  of  light. 

9.  The  extenfive  influence  of  the  phlogis¬ 
tic  fluid  in  the  operations  of  nature. 

10.  The  general  laws  of  heat,  &c. 

Although  many  of  thefe  inquiries  cannot  be 
confidered  as  flridtly  connected  with  the  caufe 
of  animal  heat,  yet  they  refpedf  interefting 
que  {lions  in  natural  Science  ;  and  the  preemp¬ 
tion  is,  that  the  lover  of  philofophy,  as  well 
as  the  phyfiologifl,  may  find  amufement  in  the 
perufal  of  what  is  faid  with  refpedt  to  them. 

^  hV  ^ 

< 

We  have  already  given  feme  account  of 
the  building  eredted  at  Edinburgh,  for  the  life 
of  the  Medical  Society  of  that  place.  Every 
one  who  has  formerly  been  acquainted  with 
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the  Society,  and  who  has  {till  an  opportunity 
of  vifiting  it,  is  now  fully  fenfible  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  which  have  refulted  from  this  mea- 
fure.  We  cannot  give  a  better  account  of  its 
prefent  ftate  than  in  the  words  of  a  very  ele¬ 
gant  valedictory  addrefs,  delivered  by  Dr. Parry, 
one  of  their  prefidents,  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
laft  winter  feffion. 

“  Ever  lince  the  inftitution  of  the  Medical 
Society,  it  has  continued  to  grow  and  flourifh. 
Its  debates  have  been  conducted  with  a  liberal 
fpirit  of  inquiry.  Truth  has  been  allured  from 
her  deepeft  receffes,  and  exhibited  in  all  her 
native  charms, 

cf  Error,  however  fheltered,  and  however 
difguifed,  has  been  boldly  arretted,  {tripped 
of  every  adventitious  ornament,  and  expofed 
in  all  his  genuine  deformity.  The  knowing 
have  freely  communicated  their  knowledge ; 
the  uninformed  have  profited ;  and  all  have 
reaped  their  {hare  of  the  general  harveft  of  fci- 
ence. 

(C  During  a  long  refidence  in  this  univerfity, 
I  have  been  myfelf  a  witnefs  of  its  growing- 
worth  ;  and  I  can  with  truth  declare,  that  I 
have  never  feen  that  period  when  it  has  been 
adorned  with  fo  many  able  fpeakers,  or  en¬ 
riched 
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jrjched  with  fo  many  excellent  diflertations,  as 
during  the  pail  feflion.  We  have  been  fa¬ 
voured  with  numerous  e flays,  which  would 
have  done  honour  to  the  molt  aCtive  experi¬ 
menter,  the  profoundeft  reafoner,  the  moll  ex¬ 
perienced  practitioner,  and  even  the  ablefi;  rhe¬ 
torician.55 

But  even  in  this  flourilhing  ftate,  the  fo- 
ciety  Hill  found,  that  from  their  not  being 
a  corporate  body,  there  were  difficulties  in 
obtaining  complete  titles  to  their  real  property, 
and  in  fecuring  and  managing  both  it  and  their 
valuable  collection  of  medical  books,  and  other 
moveable  effeCts,  fo  that  they  might  remain 
with  the  fociety  in  perpetual  fucceffion,  agree¬ 
able  to  the  defign  of  the  contributors.  They 
were  therefore  advifed  to  prefent  a  petition  to 
his  majefty,  praying,  that  he  would  be  mod: 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant  his  royal  charter,  or 
letters  patent,  ereCting  them  into  a  body  poli¬ 
tic,  or  legal  incorporation.  In  confequence  of 
this  petition,  his  majefty  has  granted  a  war¬ 
rant,  dated  at  St.  James’s,  the  14th  day  of 
December,  1778,  from  which  the  following 
claufe  is  extracted. 

6C  His  majefty  being  fatisfied  that  the  defign 
pf  the  petitioners  is  laudable,  and  that  they 

de- 
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deferve  encouragement,  does  therefore  ordain 
a  patent,  or  charter,  to  be  palled,  or  expede 
under  the  feal  appointed  by  the  treaty  of  Union, 
to  be  kept  and  ufed  in  Scotland,  in  place  of 
the  great  feal  formerly  ufed  there,  conftituting, 
erecting,  and  incorporating,  as  his  majefty,  by 
his  prerogative  royal,  and  fpecial  grace,  for 
himfelf,  and  his  royal  fuccelTors,  hereby  confti- 
tutes,  eredts,  and  incorporates,  and  perpetually 
efiablilhes  and  confirms,  the  faid  Robert  Freer, 
James  Melliar,  Andrew  Wardrop,  and  Caleb 
Parry,  and  their  fuccelibrs,  prefidents  of  the 
faid  fociety  for  the  time  being  ;  and  other  per- 
fons,  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  lhall  be,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  faid  fociety,  into  one  body,  politic 
and  corporate,  or  legal  incorporation,  under  the 
name  and  title  of  The  Medical  Society  of  Edin¬ 
burgh . ;  and  asfuch,  and  by  fuch  name,  to  have 
perpetual  endurance  and  fucceffion  ;  and  to  be 
able  and  capable  to  take  and  hold  property, 
real  and  perfonal,  and  to  fue,  plead,  defend, 
and  anfwer  ;  and  to  be  fued,  impleaded,  de¬ 
fended,  and  anfwered,  in  ail,  or  any  of  his 
majefty’s  courts  of  juftice,  and  in  other  ref- 
pedts  to  adt,  or  do,  agreeable  to  the  law 
and  pradtice  of  his  majefly's  kingdoms  in 
like  cafes. 


While 
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While  this  grant  will  put  the  property  of 
the  fociety,  on  the  moft  fecure,  convenient, 
and  honourable  foundation,  it  cannot  fail  alfo, 
to  contribute  to  the  extenfion  of  their  literary 
ufefulnefs ;  and  it  muft  prompt  every  mem¬ 
ber  to  exert  redoubled  efforts,  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  render  the  fociety  worthy  of  this  pre¬ 
eminence. 

That  the  expence  of  this  charter  might 
pot  prevent  the  fociety  from  fpeedily  com¬ 
pleting  thofe  parts  of  their  building  which, 
are  Hill  unfinifhed  ;  and  particularly  that  it 
might  not  retard  them  in  fitting  up  the  apart¬ 
ments  intended  for  chymical  and  philofophical 
experiments,  a  fubfcription  was  fome  time  ago 
fet  on  foot  among  the  members  of  the  fociety, 
for  defraying  this  additional  expence ;  and 

many  of  thofe  who  formerly  contributed  to- 

! 

wards  the  building  of  the  hall,  have  again 
become  contributors  for  this  purpofe,  among 
which  number  are  all  the  prefent  medical  pro- 
feffors.  It  is  hoped  alfo,  that  many  others, 
who  neither  want  ability  nor  inclination  to 
give  aid  to  an  inftitution  calculated  folely  for 
the  advancement  of  medical  fcience,  will  not 

overlook  the  prefent  exertions  of  the  Medical 

\ 

Society ;  and  that  its  members  in  particular, 
wherever  they  are,  will,  according  to  their  ref- 
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pcdtive  powers,  contribute,  and  promote  con¬ 
tributions,  which  may  tend  to  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  thofe  valuable  objedls  at  which  the  fo- 
ciety  aims* 

Contributions  are  received  at  Edinburgh  by 
Dr.  Andrew  Wardrop,  Dr.  Edward  Stevens, 
Mr.  Stephen  Pellet,  and  Mr.  John  Ford,  pre- 
fent  annual  prefidents  of  the  fociety ;  or  by 
Dr.  Andrew  Duncan,  prefent  treafurer.  Con¬ 
tributions  will  alfo  be  regularly  tranfmitted  to 
the  fociety  when  paid  at  London,  to  Mr.  John 
Murray,  Bookfeller,  N°  32,  Fleet-ftreet. 

The  Hiftory  of  Epedemics,  by  Hippocrates, 
in  feven  books,  trandated  into  Englilh,  with 
notes  and  obfervations  by  Samuel  Farr,  M.  D. 
has  been  for  fome  time  in  the  prefs,  and  will 
fpeedily  be  publifhed.  It  is  in  general  allow¬ 
ed  that  this  work  of  Hippocrates  contains  not 
only  the  moft  ancient  but  the  mod  valuable  ob¬ 
fervations  in  phyfic  and  forgery.  The  pre- 
fenting  it  therefore  to  the  public,  in  a  proper 
Englifh  drefs,  is  an  undertaking  well  meriting 
approbation  >and  encouragement.  And  the 
proofs  which  Dr.  Farr  has  already,  on  many 
occafions,  given  of  his  literary  abilities,  fuffi- 

ciently 
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ciently  demonftrate  that  he  is  by  no  means  un¬ 
equal  to  the  talk  he  has  undertaken.  We  may 
therefore  hope  that  the  lofs  which  many  prac¬ 
titioners  fuftain,  from  their  not  being  able  to 
have  ready  accefs  to  the  original,  will  be  in  a 
great  meafure  compenfated  by  this  tranflation. 


A  Medical  Regifter  for  the  year  1779  *s  Pro“ 
pofed  to  be  printed  at  London,  and  continued 
annually.  This  work  is  intended  to  include  a 
general  catalogue  of  the  phyficians,  furgeons, 
and  apothecaries  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  likewife  of  the  profeffors  of  medicine  in 
our  own  and  foreign  univerfities,  and  of  many 
eminent  phyficians  and  furgeons  on  the  con¬ 
tinent.  But  in  the  profpcdtus  of  this  work, 
which  has  been  published,  the  editors  obferve, 
that  they  do  not  mean  to  offer  it  to  the  public 
merely  as  a  regifter  of  names.  They  propofe 
alfo  to  give  fhort  accounts  of  all  the  incorporat¬ 
ed  medical  bodies  in  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land,  of  the  different  medical  charities  through- 
out  thefe  kingdoms,  and  of  the  Britifh  and 
foreign  univerfities,  as  far  at  leaft  at  refpedts 
the  medical  department.  Befides  thefe,  many 
other  articles  are  mentioned  in  the  general  view 

of 
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of  the  contents  of  the  work*  which  muft 
equally  ferve  to  gratify  curiofity  and  to  afford 
inftrudfcion.  Among  other  particulars,  they 
propofe  to  conclude  the  work  with  a  catalogue 
of  the  medical  books  published  in  different 
parts  of  Europe  during  the  year  1778,  giving 
a  concife  character  of  fuch  as  are  worthy  of 
notice.  This  article  alone,  if  it  be  properly 
executed,  cannot  fail  to  render  the  work  high¬ 
ly  acceptable  to  every  lover  of  medical  fcience. 
And  as  it  is  intended  that  the  publication  fhall 
be  an  annual  one,  under  this  head  new  and 
important  materials  will  conftantly  be  afforded® 
The  editors  ftrenuoufly  folicit  the  kind  affift- 
ance  of  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  refident  in 
the  Britifh  dominions,  in  fending,  lifts  of  the 
practitioners  fettled  in  different  cities  and  towns, 
and  accounts  of  the  feveral  county  infirmaries. 
And  they  defire  that  correfp  on  dents  will  be 
pleafed  to  fend  their  letters  addrelfed  to  Mr. 
John  Murray,  bookfeller,  NQ  32,  Fleet-ftreet, 
London* 

*  *  *  &  * 

We  formerly  mentioned  that  Mr.  Andrew 
Bell,  an  eminent  engraver  in  Edinburgh,  was 
eagaged  in  preparing  for  publication  a  new 
edition  of  the  tables  of  the  fkeleton  and  muf- 

cles 
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cles  of  the  human  body,  by  Dr.  Bernard  Sieg¬ 
fried  Albinus,  tranllated  from  the  Latin.  And 
as  a  fpecimen  of  this  work,  three  tables  of  the 
bones,  and  one  of  the  mufcles,  were  publiih- 
ed  about  a  year  ago.  We  have  the  pleafure 
of  informing  our  readers,  that  the  remaining 
part  of  the  tables  are  now  finifhed,  and  that 
the  whole  will  be  fpeedily  publilhed.  As  far 
as  we  are  capable  of  judging,  thefe  engravings 
are  executed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  mull  render 
this  work  a  very  valuable  addition  to  the  li¬ 
brary  of  every  lover  of  anatomy.  And  if  it 
has  fuffered  in  fome  particulars  from  the  reduc- 
tion  of  the  fi ze,  it  is  thereby  rendered  both 
more  commodious,  and  much  cheaper  than 
any  former  edition,  while  at  the  fame  time 
all  the  parts  and  characters  appear  to  be  ex- 
prelfed  with  equal  diltinCtnefs.  And  the  out¬ 
lines  are  engraved  in  a  bolder  manner  than  in 
the  original,  which  renders  the  expreffion  of 
the  different  parts  more  apparent. 


Dr.  Alexander  Monro,  profeffor  of  anatomy 
at  Edinburgh,  has  ’lately  taught  in  his  lec* 
tures  many  particulars  refpeCting  the  brain 
and  nerves,  which  are  entirely  new,  and  which 

mult 
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mud  lead  to  very  different  opinions  refpecHng 
thefe  organs,  from  what  any  phyfiologids  have 

hitherto  entertained.  He  has  alfo  read  a 

/ 

paper  on  the  fame  fubjecd  in  the  Philofophical 
Society  of  Edinburgh. 

Of  his  defcriptions,  which  are  founded  en¬ 
tirely  on  microfcopical  obfervation,  conjoined 
with  nice  diffediion,  and  which  are  illuftrat- 
ed  by  numerous  engravings,  we  cannot  atpre- 
fent  pretend  to  give  a  fufficient  account.  We 
may  only  obferve,  that  he  finds  the  drudhire 
of  thefe  parts  to  be  very  different  from  what 
was  formerly  imagined.  He  has  difcovered 
that  the  brain  and  nerves,  in  all  claffes  of  ani¬ 
mals,  in  place  of  draight  fibres  are  every  where 
compofed  of  convoluted  fibres,  nearly  ?Ao- 
part  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  which  do  not 
feem  to  be  hollow,  but  folid. 

He  finds  that  their  extent  in  the  fyftem  is 
much  greater  than  has  ever  been  believed  ;  and 
that  they  not  only  enter  the  compofition  of 
parts  intended  for  fenfe  and  motion,  but  alfo 
of  every  other  part  of  the  body.  Thus  he 
has  difcovered  them  penetrating  to  the  very 
extremities  of  the  longed  hairs ;  and  in  great 
numbers  entering  the  compofition  of  the  cuti- 
cule  and  nails.  He  farther  alledges,  that  the 

bulk 
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bulk  of  all  our  organs  depends  chiefly  on  their 
nerves ;  and  that  when  mufcles  or  bowels  are 
cut  tranfverfely,  many  more  nerves  are  divided 
than  when  the  fame  operation  is  done  upon  the 
cord,  called  by  anatomifts  the  nerve  of  that  part. 

He  finds  alfo,  that  a  fyftem  of  convoluted 
fibres,  in  every  refpedt  analogous  to  the 
nerves  of  the  human  body,  is  to  be  difeovered 
throughout  the  whole  vegetable  kingdom. 
Nay,  that  the  metals,  femi-metals,  earths,  and 
falts,  confifl  almoft  entirely  of  convoluted 
and  ferpentine  fibres,  fimilar  to  the  nerves  of 
animals  in  fize  and  fhape. 

How  far  the  teftimony  of  future  obfervers 
will  confirm  Dr.  Monro’s  deferiptions,  is  not 
for  us  to  determine.  But  we  may  venture 
without  hefitation  to  affert,  that  if  the  account 
wrhich  he  has  given  flands  the  ted  of  fceptical 
ferutiny,  it  mud  be  confidered  as  the  greateft 
anatomical  difeovery  which  has  been  made 
for  many  years. 

%  *  #  *  * 

A  Hifiory  of  Edinburgh,  by  Elugo  Arnot, 
efq.  advocate,  is  in  the  prefs,  and  will  fpeedily  be 
publifhed,  in  which  a  full  and  accurate  account 
is  given  of  the  Medical  fchools  at  that  place. 
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A  N  enquiry  into  the  original  ft  ate  and  far- 
\  mation  of  the  earth ;  deduced  from 
fads,  and  the  laws  of  nature.  To  which  is 
added  an  appendix,  containing  fome  general 
obfervations  on  the  ftrata  in  Derbyfhire,  with 
fedions  of  them,  reprefenting  their  arrange¬ 
ment,  affinities,  and  the  mutations  they  have 
fuffered  at  different  periods  of  time;  intended 
to  illuftrate  preceding  inquiries,  and  as  a  fpe- 
cimen  of  fubterraneous  geography.  By  John 
Whitehurft.  qto.  London. 

Hiftorical  and  pradfical  enquiries  on  the  fec- 
tion  of  the  fymphyfis  of  the  pubis,  as  a  fub- 
ftitute  for  the  Caefarian  operation,  performed 
at  Paris  by  Mr.  Sigault,  October  2d,  1777. 
By  Mr.  Alphonfe  le  Roy,  Dodor  Regent  of 
the  Faculty  of  Phyfic  in  Paris,  and  ProfeftTor 
of  Midwifery,  &c.  Tranilated  from  the 

French  by  Lewis  Poignand,  of  the  Corpora- 
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tion  of  Surgeons,  London,  and  Surgeon  to  the 
Weflminfter  Lying-in-hofpitaB  8vo.  London. 

An  experimental  fyftem  of  metallurgy,  with 
general  remarks  and  explanations.  By  the 
late  John  Henry  Hampe,  M.  D.  fellow  of  the 
Imperial  Academy  ;  and  of  the  Royal  Society 
of  London.  Folio.  London. 

An  eflay  on  the  eryfipelas,  or  that  diforder 
commonly  called  St.  Anthony’s  fire.  By  James 
Bureau,  member  of  the  corporation  of  Sur¬ 
geons.  8vo.  London. 

Thefaurus  medicus  five  difputationum  in 
academia  Edinenfi,  ad  rem  medicam  pertinen- 
tium  a  collegio  inflituto  ad  hoc  ufque  tempus, 
deledtus,  a  Gulielmo  Smellio,  S.  P.  E.  S.  Ha¬ 
bitus.  Tom.  2.  8vo.  Edinburghi. 

Memoires  fur  le  maniere  dont  les  animaux 
font  affedtes  par  difterens  fluides  aeriformes, 
mephiliques  et  fur  les  moyens  de  remedier  aux 
effets  de  ces  fluides.  P.  M.  Bucquet.  8vo. 
Paris. 

Memoire  fur  le  philogiflique  confldere 
cotnme  le  caufe  du  develloppement  de  la  vie. 
Par  M.  Senebier.  8vo.  Geneve. 

H  2  Precis 
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Precis  de  la  matiere  medicale  contenant  ce 
qu5il  importe  de  favoir  fur  la  nature,  les  pro 
prietes  et  les  dofes  des  medicamens  tant  fimples 
qu’  officinaux,  avec  un  grand  nombre  de  for- 
mules :  par  M.  Lieutaud,  Dodteur  Regent  de 
la  faculte  de  medecine  de  Paris,  premier  me- 
decin  du  Roi,  de  P  Academic  Royale  de  Paris, 
&;  de  la  Societe  Royale  de  Londres,  nouvelle 
edition,  revue  par  1’  auteur,  deux  volumes,  4*0. 
Paris. 

Recherches  phyfiques  fur  la  nature  de  Pair 
nitreux  &  de  Pair  dephlogiltique,  par  M.  P 
Abbe  Felix  Fontana,  phyficien.de  S.  A.  R.  le 
grand  Due  de  Tofcane,  <k  diredteur  de  cabi¬ 
net  royal  d?  hiltoire  naturelle  a  Florence,  8vo* 
Paris. 

Eloge  hiftorique  de  M.  Theophile  de  Bor- 
deu,  Dodfceur  regent  de  la  faculte  de  medecine 
de  Paris,  medicin  de  Montpellier  :  par  J.  J. 
Gardane,  Dodteur  regent  de  la  faculte  de  me¬ 
decine  de  Paris.  8vo.  Paris. 

Inftrudtion  abregee  fur  les  maladies  des  en- 
fans,  par  A,  J.  B.  M.  Guenet,  Dodteur  regent 
de  la  faculte  de  medecine.  8vo.  Paris. 

DiiTertation  fur  P  huile  de  Palma  Chrilli  ou 
P  huile  de  Rich  que  Pon  appelle  commune- 
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ment  huile  de  Caftor,  &c.  par  le  Dodteur 
Pierre  Canvane,  medecin  a  Bath  ;  ouvrage  tra- 
duit  de  l’Anglois,  par  M.  Homart  de  la  Cha- 
pelle,  medecin  de  Paris.  Bvo.  Paris. 

Detail  des  fucces  de  I’etabliiTement  que  la 
ville  de  Paris,  a  fait  en  faveur  des  perfonnes 
noyees  h  qui  a  ete  adopte  dans  diverfes  pro¬ 
vinces  de  France.  Cinquieme  partie.  On  y 

a  joint  differentes  obfervations  &  divers  avis 

* 

fur  les  perfonnes  fuffoquees  par  des  effets  me- 
phitiques  quelconques,  dont  la  plupart  ont  ete 
rappelles  a  la  vie  par  des  moyens  analogues  a 
ceux  qu’on  emploie  en  faveur  des  noyes :  par 
M.  Pia,  ancien  echevin  de  la  ville  de  Paris* 
iamo.  Paris. 

Memoire  fur  les  funeftes  effets  du  charbon, 
allume,  avec  le  detail  des  cures  &  des  obfer- 
vations  faites  a  Nancy  fur  le  meme  fujet,  par 
M.  Harmant,  membre  de  V  Academie  des 
Sciences,  &  confeiller-medecin  ordinaire  de 
feu  S.  M.  le  roi  de  Pologne,  Due  de  Lor¬ 
raine  &  de  Bar.  8vo.  Nancy. 
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SECT.  I. 

An  Account  of  Books . 
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I. 

Joannis  Steidele  Chirurgia,  et  Artis  Obftetricue  in 
Univerfitate  Vindobonenji  Profejforis  publici  ex- 
traord.  Obfervationes  de  Rupto  in  Partus  dolori - 
bus  Utero ,  Epicrifibus  illujiratrf*  2vo.  Vindo- 
bon^. 

IN  this  treatife  five  cafes  are  related  of  diffi¬ 
cult  labours,  in  which  ruptures  of  the  uterus 
occurred.  In  fome  of  them  our  author  was 
immediately  concerned  as  a  practitioner  in  mid¬ 
wifery  ;  the  others  were  communicated  to  him 
by  friends  and  acquaintances. 

I  2 
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In  the  fir  ft  of  thefe  cafes,  our  author  was 
called  to  the  affiftance  of  a  woman  who  had 
been  twelve  days  in  labour.  The  account  he 
got  from  the  midwife,  and  another  practitioner 
who  attended,  was,  that  the  patient  had  for¬ 
merly  been  delivered  of  eight  children,  and  of 
all  of  them  with  tolerable  eafe ;  that  the  mid¬ 
wife,  who  now  attended,  and  who  officiated  on 
all  the  other  occafions,  on  being  called  at  this 
time,  found  the  abdomen  exceedingly  tumid  ; 
but  as  the  orifice  of  the  uterus  was  fomewhat 
dilated,  and  the  head  of  the  child  prefented 
very  favourably,  fine  had  not  the  leaf!  doubt  of 
the  labour  going  on  eafily.  The  membranes 
liad  burjfi  on  the  feeond  day  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  pains,  and  nothing  farther 
had  as  yet  been  done  than  prefcribing  fome 
internal  remedies  for  the  relief  of  a  moft  vio¬ 
lent  pain  in  the  region  of  the  os  facrum.  Our 
author,  on  examining  the  patient,  found  her 
very  weak,  her  pulfe  exceedingly  quick,  and 
frequently  intermitting  ;  {he  was  obliged  to  fit 
in  an  ereCt  pollute,  as  fhe  found  herfelf  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  fuffocating  on  attempting  to  lay  down  in 
bed.  He  was  told  by  the  midwife,  and  likewife 
by  Mr.  Lebmacher,  the  other  practitioner  who 
attended,  that  the  head  of  the  child  had  al¬ 
ways  continued  to  prefent,  and  that  the  pain 
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In  the  region  of  the  facrum  had  continued 
without  intermiflion,  till  lately,  that  a  fudden 
cracking  noife  had  been  obferved  even  by  the 
byflanders  ;  immediately  upon  this  the  pains 
had  abated,  but  a  very  confiderable  haemor¬ 
rhage  had  occurred  from  the  vagina. 

The  head  could  not  now  be  difcovered,  and 
the  woman  being  in  a  very  defperate  fituation, 
our  author  judged  it  advifeable  to  effed:  a  de¬ 
livery  immediately  by  the  feet,  which  w as  ac¬ 
cordingly  done,  the  child  being  dead  ;  but  as* 
it  did  not  appear  to  have  been  long  fo,  fome 
attempts  were  made  for  its  recovery,  though 
without  elfedf. 

Nothing  was  omitted  that  could  with  any 
probability  be  of  fervice  to  the  mother ;  but 
no  relief  being  obtained.  Hie  at  laft  died  on 
the  twelfth  day  after  delivery.  The  belly  had 
fwelled  to  a  very  great  degree,  and  any  lochial 
difcharge  that  had  occurred  was  exceedingly 
foetid,  and  of  a  dark  brown  colour.  On 
opening  the  abdomen,  after  death,  a  vaft 
quantity  of  bloody  water  was  difcharged,  and 
alfo  a  great  deal  of  very  foetid  air.  The  omen¬ 
tum,  ftomach,  and  inteftines,  were  greatly 
fwelled  and  diftended,  and  confiderable  adhe- 
fions  occurred  between  different  vifcera  ;  an 
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extenflve  rupture  was  found  in  the  uterus,  be** 
ing  internally  of  about  four  inches  in  lengthy 
and  externally  very  nearly  fix  inches. 

The  cavity  of  the  uterus  contained  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  black  putrid  blood,  the  body  of  the 
titerus  itfelf,  near  to  the  ruptured  parts,  was 
gangrenous,  but  the  peritoneum  covering  that 
vifcus  was  not  in  any  degree  affedted. 

The  fecond  cafe  here  related  was  commu¬ 
nicated  to  our  author  by  Mr.  Cranz.  A  wo¬ 
man  having  died  in  the  courfe  of  a  tedious  la¬ 
bour,  the  Csefarian  operation  was  performed, 
foon  after  death,  when  the  uterus  was  found 
ruptured  to  fuch  an  extent  as  to  admit  of  the 
body  of  the  foetus  being  almoft  wholly  pro¬ 
truded  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  The 
only  circumftance  which  occurred  on  difiedtion 
as  the  caufe  of  the  rupture  of  the  uterus,  was, 
the  fize  of  the  foetus,  which  was  much  larger 
than  ufual ;  and,  from  the  account  given  by  the 
midwife  who  attended,  it  had  probably  pre~ 
fented  in  a  preternatural  diredtion. 

Cafes  third  and  fourth  occurred,  we  are  in* 
formed,  to  Mr.  Lebmacher  of  'Vienna.  The 
Caefarian  operation  was  in  both  performed  foon 
after  the  death  of  the  mothers,  but  we  are  not 
informed  whether  either  of  the  children  were 
laved  or  not. 
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As  a  more  coneife  and  diftinCt  account  is 
given  of  the  different  circumftances  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  fifth  Cafe  related  by  our  author* 
than  any  of  the  preceding*  we  fhall  here  tran- 
fcribe  the  hiftory. 

He  was  called  on  the  2 2d  of  June  to  a  wo¬ 
man  newly  dead  in  labour,  with  a  view  to  fave 
the  child  by  the  C^farian  operation.  The  ab¬ 
domen,  inflead  of  being  tenfe,  and  of  a  round- 
ifh  fhape,  was  foft  and  collapfed,  and  the 
limbs  of  the  child  were  very  perceptable  to 
the  touch,  upon  preffure  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
abdomen. 

On  making  an  mcifion  into  the  left  fide  of 
the  abdomen,  a  great  quantity  of  fluid  blood 
burft  out,  together  with  the  head  of  the  child* 
and  a  dead  foetus  was  immediately  extracted. 

The  fize  of  the  foetus  was  lefs  than  ufual  at 
the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy,  the  colour  of 
the  {kin  appeared  natural,  nor  was  there  any 
thing  morbid  difcovered,  and  the  placenta,  be¬ 
ing  feparated  from  the  uterus,  was  extracted 
entire. 

A  rupture  of  confiderable  extent  was  de¬ 
tected  in  the  anterior  part  of  the  uterus*  a  lit¬ 
tle  above  its  neck,  between  that  and  the  fun- 
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clus ;  the  peritonaeum,  near  to  the  laceration* 
was  every  way  feparated  from  the  uterus.  The 
uterus  appeared  of  a  natural  healthy  colour  ex¬ 
ternally,  but  its  internal  furface  was  fomewhat 
fpongy  and  gangrenous ;  the  ligaments  of  the 
uterus,  together  with  the  ovaria  and  Fallopian 
tubes,  were  of  a  deep  red  colour.  All  the 
red  of  the  vifcera  appeared  natural,  but  a  con- 
liderable  quantity  of  blood  was  found  extrava- 
fated  in  the  abdomen,  and  the  entrance  to  the 
pelvis,  between  the  pubis  and  facrum,  was 
fomewhat  more  narrow  than  ufual. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  circumdances 
which  preceded  this  woman’s  death,  as  obtain¬ 
ed  from  the  midwife,  the  hufband,  and  other 
relations.  She  was  35  years  of  age,  had  been 
liable  to  fome  abortions,  but  had  neverthelefs 
been  delivered  of  ten  children,  of  which  feve- 
ral  were  then  living.  All  her  labours  were  te¬ 
dious,  and  attended  with  convulfions ;  during 
this  lad  pregnancy,  die  frequently  complained 
of  a  pain  above  the  ilia,  and  upon  the  pelvis, 
which,  at  times,  was  very  acute,  and  on  other 
occafions  more  tolerable ;  and  about  feven 
weeks  before  her  death,  die  fell  upon  the 
dreet,  with  her  abdomen  towards  the  ground, 
which  left  a  kind  of  hot  burning  pain  upon 

the 
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the  parts  thus  particularly  expofed  to  the  vio¬ 
lence. 

The  day  preceding 'that  of  her  death,  the 
patient  was  leized  with  burning  pains  over  the 
abdomen,  and  on  the  region  of  the  os  facrum ; 
and  in  the  evening  a  fmall  degree  of  haemor¬ 
rhage  from  the  pudenda  was  obferved.  On 
the  midwife  being  called,  fhe  could  not  diftin- 
guifh  properly  whether  the  head  of  the  child 
prefented  or  not,  although  the  orifice  of  the 
uterus  was  fomewhat  dilated,  and  a  very  confi- 
derable  weight  was  difcovered  about  its  neck. 

The  burning  pains  in  the  region  of  the  fa¬ 
crum,  and  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  abdo¬ 
men,  became  more  violent,  fo  as  to  be  very 
tormenting.  About  two  in  the  morning,  the 
patient  raifed  herfelf  up  in  bed,  palled  her 
urine,  and  immediately  fell  down  again,  cry¬ 
ing  molt  violently  with  pain.  The  pain  above 
the  pubis  was  fo  excefiive  as  to  give  a  ienfa- 
tion  as  if  fire  was  actually  applied  to  the  parts, 
and  delirium,  attended  with  convulfions,  im¬ 
mediately  occurred. 

The  midwife,  at  this  time,  although  the 
orifice  of  the  uterus  Hill  remained  dilated, 
could  not  difcover  any  part  of  the  foetus ;  the 
hemorrhage  had  now  difappeared,  the  patient 
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fornetimes  vomited,  and  was  troubled  with 
frequent  faintings ;  the  face,  hands,  and  feet 
became  cold,  and  in  a  fhort  time  thereafter  die 
died.  A  phyiician,  who  had  been  called  in 
about  an  hour  before  death,  prefcribed  blood¬ 
letting,  and  fome  other  remedies,  but  without 
any  effect. 

The  midwife  dill  aflerted  that  fh-e  never 
could  diftinguifh  the  head  of  the  child  ;  and 
ihe  likewife  faid  that  ihe  could  not  difcover  the 
membranes,  and  that  the  waters  never  ap¬ 
peared.  The  patient  during  the  lad  day  of 
her  life,  loft  the  ufe  and  feeling  of  her  left 
arm,  and  could  not  move  it  in  any  degree,  but 
with  the  affiftance  of  her  right  hand.'  Our  au¬ 
thor,  in  his  remarks  on  this  and  the  precede 
ing  cafes,  obferves,  that  in  this  laft  cafe,  the 
iigns  which  commonly  precede  a  rupture  of 
the  uterus  were  pretty  manifeft,  particularly 
thefe  pains  in  the  regions  of  the  offa  ilia  and 
pubis  ;  that  burning  pain  which  in  the  begin- 
ning  of  the  labour  became  fo  intolerable ;  the 
neck  of  the  uterus  always  continuing  high, 
and  the  child  making  no  progrefs,  although 
the  labour-pains  were  pretty  fevere. 

The  fymptoms  which  occurred  on  the  rup¬ 
ture  actually  taking  place,  he  obferves,  were 

very 
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very  charaCteriftic  of  this  event,  particularly* 
that  acute  burning  pain  which  inftantly  fuc- 
ceeded  an  effort  to  make  water  ;  the  want  of 
that  weight  at  the  orifice  of  the  uterus,  which  v 
the  midwife  had  previoudy  obferved ;  together 
with  the  vomiting,  delirium,  and  convuldons, 
which  afterwards  took  place. 

The  caufes  which  evidently  occurred  here 
for  the  rupture  of  the  uterus,  were,  the  many 
difficult  labours  which  the  patient  had  formerly 
undergone  ;  a  circumftance  which  our  author 
remarks,  might  probably  tend  to  weaken  the 
uterus  ;  but  the  mod:  immediate  caufe  he  fup- 
pofes  to  be  an  inflammation,  with  that  ten¬ 
dency  to  gangrene  obferved  after  death,  and 
which,  lhe  thinks,  might  probably  be  induced 
by  that  fall,  we  are  told  the  woman  met  with, 
a  fhort  time  before  her  being  taken  ill. 

Wh  en,  from  a  very  tedious  labour,  or  other 
circumftances,  there  is  reafon  to  lufpeCt  that 
a  rupture  of  the  uterus  may  occur,  we  are  di¬ 
rected,  as  the  moft  certain  preventative,  to  ef¬ 
fect  a  delivery  as  quickly  as  poffible,  by  turn¬ 
ing  the  child,  if  the  head  prefents,  and  ex¬ 
tracting  by  the  feet. 

In  the  five  cafes  here  related  by  our  author, 
the  ruptures  all  occurred  in  different  dtuations 

of 
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of  the  uterus*  which  gives  him  occafion  to  re-? 
mark*  that  every  part  of  that  vifcus  is  equally 
liable  to  be  ruptured, 


II. 

\ 

Georgii  Ha  finer  Nofocomii  Pazmarrlani  Chi- 
rurgi  Differ  tat  to  Medico-Chirurgiea *  de  Ply  dr  ope 
Articulorum.  8m  Vindobonje, 

Ik  '  >  ;  ' 

BY  drophcal  fwellings  of  the  joints*  our 
author  here  means  thofe  tumors  whofe 
contents  are  either  preternatural  quantities 
of  the  fynovia  of  joints*  or  collections  of 
purulent*  ferous,  or  watery  fluids.  All  the 
joints  of  the  body  are  fubjedt  to  this  diforder* 
but  it  occurs  more  frequently*  we  are  told*  in 
the  knee  than  in  any  other. 

»• 

■4  - 

The  following  are  enumerated  by  our  author 
as  the  fymptoms  of  the  firft  flage  of  the  diieafe. 

A  pain  is  perceived  on  motion,  which  at  firft 
is  flight*  but  afterwards  becomes  very  fevere. 
A  foft  colon defs  tumor  is  obferved*  which  yields 
fo  much  upon  preflure,  as  to  admit,  when  it  af- 
fedts  the  knee*  of  the  condyles  of  the  femur  be¬ 
ing  felt.  The  fwelling  is  at  firft  equally  diffufed 
over  the  patella  and  neighbouring  parts ;  but  as 
itencreafes  in  fize*  it  becomes  frequently  confined 
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to  particular  parts,  infomuch,  that  on  feme 
occafions  no  tumor  whatever  is  perceptible 
about  the  infertion  of  the  tendon  into  the  pa¬ 
tella,  while  on  one  or  both  tides  of  it  a  very 
conflderable  degree  of  fwelling  takes  place. — 
As  the  difeafe  advances,  the  tumor,  in  fome 
inftances,  arrives  at  very  great  degrees  of  mag¬ 
nitude,  extending  from  two  or  three  inches 
above  the  patella  to  an  equal  diftance  below  it. 
In  general,  the  fluctuation  of  a  fluid  is  very 
evident ;  but  when  the  matter  happens  to  be 
deep,  and  efpecially  when  any  degree  of  rigi¬ 
dity  in  the  ligaments  occurs,  the  fluctuation 
then  becomes  lefs  perceptible. 

Thefe  are  the  fymptoms  which  ufually  occur 
in  the  more  recent  ftate  of  fuch  fwellings ;  but 
when  the  diforder  has  either  been  of  long  con¬ 
tinuance,  or  has  been  improperly  treated,  it 
forms,  as  it  were,  a  new  difeafe,  perfectly  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  original  dropfy  of  the  joint, 
to  which,  indeed,  it  at  laft  comes  to  retain  no 
kind  of  analogy. 

i 

/ 

In  fome  fuch  inftances  the  collection  of  mat¬ 
ter  becomes  fo  confiderable  as  to  occaflon  real 
diflocations  of  the  joints;  but  when,  from  the 
flrength  of  the  articulation  in  the  joints,  diflo¬ 
cations  do  not  occur,  the  Aagnating  fluids, 

either 
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either  from  the  heat  of  the  parts,  or  from 
their  own  proper  acrimony,  come  to  produce 
erofions,  inflammations,  and  fuppurations  of 
the  ligaments  and  other  fo ft  parts,  with  cari** 
ous  affections  of  the  bones,  which  at  laft  are 
commonly  fucceeded  by  fever* 


The  caufe  of  dropfical  fwellings  of  the 
joints,  are  referred  by  our  author  to  two  gene¬ 
ral  heads.  The  firft  comprehends  whatever 
can  produce  an  accumulation  of  the  fynovia  of 
the  joints,  and  the  fecond  includes  all  fuch 
caufes  as  can  occafion  a  depofition  of  any  other 
kind  of  fluid  in  the  cavities  of  joints. 


Some  affedtions  of  the  joints  are  enumerated, 
with  which  diforders  of  this  nature  are  apt  to 


be  confounded ;  the  firft  of  thefe  are  fwellings 
of  the  fungous  kind.  The  following  are  the 
means  of  diftmCtion  pointed  out  by  our  author. 

In  the  firft  place  he  obferves,  that  fungous 
excrefcences  are  commonly  fituated  without 
the  cavities  of  the  joint,  and  are  moveable  with 
the  fkin,  whereas  dropfical  collections  of  this 
nature  are  always  contained  in  the  capfular  li¬ 
gaments  of  joints. 

2d.  The  former  moft  frequently  proceed 
from  external  violence,  whereas  the  latter  ufu- 
ally  arifes  from  fome  internal  caufe. 
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gd.  The  want  of  fluctuation  in  tumors  from 
fungous  excrefcencies  afford  another  ground 
for  diftinCtion.  . 

4th.  The  duration  of  fungous  fwellings, 
without  an  aggravation  of  fymptoms,  is  com¬ 
monly  much  more  confiderable  than  ever  oc¬ 
curs  from  dropflcal  collections. 

And,  laflly,  aflringent  cauftic  applications, 
which,  in  fungous  fwellings,  are  commonly 
recommended,  frequently  here  do  mifchief. 

Hydropic  fwellings  in  the  cavities  of  joints 
may  fometimes  too  be  confounded  with  cede- 
matous  tumors ;  but,  by  attending  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  circumflances,  the  one  may  always  be 
readily  diftinguifhed  from  the  other.  An 
*  oedema  always  occupies  the  cells  of  the  adi- 
pofe  membrane,  whereas  the  other  is  always 
confined  to  the  cavities  of  capfular  ligaments. 
In  the  latter,  a  fluctuation  is  always  more  or 
lefs  evident ;  whereas  in  the  former  no  fluctua¬ 
tion  ever  takes  place,  and  the  fwelled  parts  are 
eafily  pitted  by  prefiurc. 

In  the  cure  of  diforders  of  this  kind,  we  are 
defired,  in  their  incipient  dates,  always  to  at¬ 
tempt  difcuflion.  With  this  view,  cold  water 
poured  upon  the  parts  is  recommended  ;  fric¬ 
tions,  frequently  repeated  ;  fomentations  of 
wine*  fait,  vinegar,  urine,  and  other  acrid 
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fubftances ;  embrocations  of  any  of  the  warm 
mineral  waters,  and  more  particularly  fomen¬ 
tations  of  cicuta,  which  are  advifed  as  the  moil 
effectual  application  for  every  fwelling  of  this 
nature.  Hydrogogue  purges,  diuretics,  fudo- 
rifics,  and  other  internal  medicines  of  the  fame 
nature,  are  directed  to  be  ufed  at  the  fame 
time  with  thefe  external  applications. 

By  a  proper  continuance  of  a  courfe  of  this 
kind,  many  hydropic  fwellings  of  the  joints,  we 
are  told,  have  been  removed  ;  and  one  very  bad 
cafe  is  related  of  a  fwelling  of  this  nature,  in  the 
joint  of  the  foot,  attended  with  fevere  pains,  and 
a  conliderable  collection  of  a  fluid,  which  was 
cured  by  the  ufe  of  fomentations  of  cicuta  alone. 

But  when  diforders  of  this  kind  have  been 
erf  long  continuance,  fo  as  to  have  occafioned 
any  conliderable  degree  of  fwellings,  we  are 
directed  not  to  have  much  dependence  either 
on  internal  remedies  or  external  applications. 
In  fuch  inftances  we  are  delired,  as  the  only 
effectual  method,  to  evacuate  the  contained 
matter  by  a  final l  opening  into  the  cavities  of 
the  joints.  Different  modes  of  opening  fuch 
collections  have  been  adopted  j  the  moil  fre¬ 
quent  is  by  means  of  a  lancet,  or  trocar,  and 
afterwards  introducing  fmall  doffils  of  lint,  or 
other  fubftances,  to  prevent  a  too  fudden  co- 

alefcence 
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alefcence  of  the  parts.  This  method  our  author 
long  purfued ;  fometimes  it  proved  fuccefsful, 
but  much  more  frequently  it  failed,  from  the  for¬ 
mation  of  matter,  febrile  affections,  and  other 
bad  fymptoms  which  often  enfued.  At  laff, 
accident  difcovered  a  mode  of  proceeding, 
which  he  has  ever  fince  followed,  and  always 
with  fuccefs. 

% 

A  fwelled  joint  was  opened  in  the  ufual  way, 
and  it  was  intended  alfo  to  prevent  the  lides  of 
the  wound  from  coalefcing,  by  the  introduction 
of  proper  doffils ;  as  without  attending  to  that 
precaution,  it  was  not  fuppofed  that  a*  cure 
could  be  obtained.  When  the  parts  came  to 
be  examined,  however,  with  a  view  to  their 
being  dreffed,  the  doffils  were  found  to  have 
been  improperly  applied,  fo  that  the  wound  in 
the  capfular  ligament  of  the  joint  was  healed 
up.  In  confequence  of  this,  our  author  never 
doubted  but  the  operation  would  be  to  do  over 
again,  but  was  greatly  furprifed  to  find  that 
the  refult  proved  otherwife,  a  fpeedy  and  lad¬ 
ing  cure  being  obtained  without  any  farther 
remedy  than  the  ufe  of  cicuta  fomentations  to 
the  parts.  Since  that  period,  our  author  has 
always  praCtifed  this  operation,  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner.  Suppofing  the  difeafe  is  feated 
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in  the  knee  ;  as  the  fwelling  is  commonly  more 

prominent  above  the  patella.,  and  fomewhat  to 
one  lide  than  at  any  other  part,  the  cuter  fide  of 
the  joint  is  fixed  upon  for  the  opening,  which  he 
directs  to  be  made  with  a  final  1  lancet,  between 
the  infertion  of  the  tendon  of  the  redtus  mufcle 
of  the  thigh,  and  the  external  hamfirings.  After 
the  opening  is  effected,  all  the  contained  mat¬ 
ter  is  directed  to  be  evacuated,  either  by  pro¬ 
per  prefiure,  or  by  a  gentle  rotatory  motion  of 
the  leg  and  foot.  This  being  done,  the  open¬ 
ing  is  to  be  as  exactly  united  as  pofiible,  by 
means  of  an  adhefive  plafter,  and  a  proper 
bandage. 

On  fo me  occafions,  we  are  told,,  a  fecond 
opening  has  been  rendered  necefiary,  but  this, 
our  author  fays,  occurs  very  feldom.  Any  fmall 
quantities  of  fluid,  which  femetimes  remain  in 
the  parts,  after  every  method  has  been  tried 
for  their  evacuation,  will  in  general  be  eafily 
diffipated  by  the  ufe  of  cicuta  fomentations. 

Our  author  does  not  mean  to  fay,  that  the 
mode  propofed  will  ever  prove  efiedlual,  when 
the  diforder  has  proceeded  to  any  of  its  more 
advanced  ftages.  In  fuch  infiances,  when  the  li¬ 
gaments,  bones,  &c.  become  affe&ed,  very 

different  methods  of  cure  become  necefiary  ;  k 
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is  only  in  the  fimple  Hate  of  a  collected  fluid 
that  he  means-  to  recommend  the  practice. 
Having  finifhed  his  obfervations  upon  drop- 
fical  fwellings  of  the  joints,  our  author  then 
proceeds  to  favour  us  with  fome  mifcellaneous 
remarks  on  the  treatment  of  other  diforders. 

Afimilar  mode  of  treatment  to  that  which  is 
above  recommended  for  collections  about  the 
joints,  will  probably  be  found  to  anfwer,  we 
are  told,  in  all  tumors  of  the  hyclatide  kind, 
in  cafes  of  encyfted  dropfy  wherever  they  are 
fituated,  and  in  the  empyema— -Of  this  laft 
diforder  a  cafe  is  related,  where  the  practice 
proved  effectual. 

Th£  following  hiftory  being  very  remark¬ 
able,  we  fhall  Hate  it  fully.  A  woman,  who 
for  feveral  weeks  had  complained  of  a  violent 
pain  in  her  right  arm  and  fhoulder,  was,  at  her 
own  earneft  defire,  let  blood.  The  blood  was 
taken  from  the  found  arm ;  in  a  very  fhort 
fpace  after  the  operation,  fhe  was  feized  with 
anxiety,  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  heat  about 
the  precordia.  Thefe  fymptoms  encreafing, 
the  patient  was  at  laft  feized  with  a  difficulty 
of  fwallowing,  which  gradually  became  worfe, 
fo  that  for  five  days  before  death,  fhe  was  not 
able  to  fwallow  any  thing. 

K  2 
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On  opening  the  body  after  death,  the  peri¬ 
cardium  was  found  fo  diftended  with  an  ichor¬ 
ous  kind  of  purulent  matter,  that  almoft  the 
whole  cavity  of  the  cheft  was  filled  with  it  ;> 
and  no  other  caufe  for  the  difficult  deglutition 
could  be  detected. 

A  very  bad  cafe  of  fifiula  in  ano  is  related, 
that  was  cured  by  injections  of  a  decodtion  of 
cicuta.  The  difeafe  had  been  of  two  years 
Handing ;  penetrated  feveral  inches  up  the 
reCfum  j  and  as  there  was  a  fufpicion  of  the 
os  facruns  being  carious,  a  palliative  treatment 
was  attempted  ;  in  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks  from 
the  commencement  of  the  cicuta  injections,  a* 
complete  cure  was  obtained. 

The  laft  remark  made  by  our  author  refpedts 
incarcerated  hernia,  in  which  the  application 
of  oats,  moderately  heated,  to  the  fwelled 
part,  is  recommended  as  a  practice  frequently 

found  effectual  at  Vienna.  It  was  among  the 

■» 

common  people  only,  that  the  practice  took 
place.  Our  author  acknowleges,  that,  for  a* 
long  time  he  placed  no  dependence  upon  their 
effects ;  at  laft,  by  repeated  evidence  of  their 
influence,  he  was  convinced  of  the  contrary  • 
and  a  cafe  of  hernia  is  related,  in  which,  after  it 
had  refilled  the  ufe  of  tobacco-fmoke,  and  every 

appli- 
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application  common  in  fuch  cafes,  the  opera¬ 
tion  was  refolved  upon  ;  but  the  patient’s  wife 
infilling  on  a  trial  of  dried  oats,  the  requefl  was 
agreed  to,  and  a  cure  was  thereby  obtained. 

III. 

Jacobi  Koflrzewfki ;  Poloni,  NobilisPatriiii  Var- 
fovienfis  A.  A .  L.  L.  et  Philofoph'us  Do&joris# 
Differ  t  at  io  Me  die  a  de  Gr at  tola,  8vo.  Yindo- 
bonse. 

WE  are  here  favoured  with  a  Differtation 
on  the  medicinal  effects  of  hedge-hyf- 
fop,  'the  Gratiola  of  Linnaeus,  Bauhin,  and 
other  botanical  writers. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  experimental  part 
of  the  treatife,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  give 
our  author’s  defeription  of  the  plant ;  and, 
with  a  view  to  avoid  every  rifle  of  mifreprefen* 
ration,  wc  fhall  here  deliver  it  in  his  own 
words. 

Plant  £  defer  iptio* 

6Z  Ex  Radice  alba,  teretiufcula,  geniculata, 
calami  mediocris  craffetie  fibris  albidis  deorfurn 
tendentibus,  horizontaliter  repente,  flolonibtm 
audta,  perenni  emergunt. 
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C(  Cables  dodrantales,  aut  altiores*  ima  parte* 
prsefertim  lubmerfa,  teretes,  fubnudi ;  reliqua 
parta  fubangulofi,  eredi,  intus  fpongiofi,  medi- 
tullio  inanes,  jam  fimplices  jamque  ramofi. 

“  Foliis  hi  ornantur  ex  adverfo  pofitis,  gla- 
bris,  fubtrinerviis^  unciarn  aut  fefcunciatn 
longes,  quatuor  ad  quinque  lineas  latis ;  ex 
ball  latiore  caulem  amplexante  &:  quafi  in  ea 
decurente.,  unde  cauiis  fubangulolus  adparet* 
ultra  medietatem  integris ;  altera  vero  parte 
apicern  verfus  argute  ferratis. 

Flores  e  foliorum  axillis  prodeunt  folitarii* 
pedunculati ;  quorum, 

u  Calyx  monaphyllus,  in  quinque  lacinias 
tubulatas  profunde  partitus,  vix  non  femper 
duobus  aliis  foliolis  linearibus  patentibus,  non- 
nunquam  vero'  cum  info  calyce  coalitis^  auo 
tus  eft. 

Corolla  monopetala  tubo  guadet  calyce  du¬ 
ple  longiore,  deorfum.incurvato,  fuperius  fuf- 
cefcente,  parumper  conplanato,  inferius  fordide 
luteo,  ftriato ;  ore  partito  in  lacinias  quatuor 
•purpurafeentes,  obtufas,  patentes ;  lacinia  fu~ 
prema  leviter  emarginata,  parumper  latiore 
paagifque  erediq  unde  ringens  quodammodo 
ad  pare  t  flos,  >  . 
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x*  Stamina  intra  corolla:  faucem  fubvillofam 
latent  duo  antherifera,  filamentis  brevibus  fupe- 
riori  parti  tubi  adcreta ;  alia  duo  filamenta  ad 
baftn  corolla:  egrediuntur  libera^  tenuia,  tub! 
longitudine  ;  anthera  deficiente^  cujus  loco  mi- 
nutiufculum  apice  capituium  gerunt. 

6C  Germen  e  fundo  calycis  perftflentis  exfurgit 
conicum,  in  ft  i  him  fimplicem  elongatum,  ftig- 
mate  uncinato  terminatum  ;  quod  in  capfulam 
abit  ex  ovato  acuminatam,  dilute  rufefcentenn 
bilocularem,  bivalent,  feminibus  exiguis  rufis 
foetam. 

“  Tota  planta  fa-pore  infigniter  amaro  pra:dita' 
eft.  Crefcit  paftim  in  rivulis  aliifque  locis  in- 
u-ndatis  aut  uliginofts. 

^  Floret  menfe  Julio,  et  Auguftof* 

The  fecond  chapter  of  the  Differtation,  con¬ 
tains  the  different  appellations  by  which  the 
plant,  now  under  confideration,  has  been  diftin- 
gu hired  ;  and  likewife  the  opinions  of  various 
authors  with  refpedt  to  its  medicinal  qualities. 

In  the  third  chapter  are  related  three 
cafes,  which  place  in  a  ftriking  point  of  view 
the  good  effedls  of  gratiola  in  maniacal  dif¬ 
ord  ers  ;  and  in  the  laffc  chapter  we  are  favoured 
with  an  account  of  its  effedh  in  a  variety  of 
other  complaints. 

K  4 
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A  flout  robuft  man,  aged  3  2  years,  in  the  year 
17729  was  feized  with  a  kind  of  melancholy, 
which  very  foon  terminated  in  real  mania  ; 
when  he  became  fo  furious  as  frequently  to 
break  the  chains  with  which  it  was  found  ne- 
ceffary  to  bind  him  down  to  his  bed.  After 
repeated  blood-lettings,  and  various  other  re¬ 
medies  had  been  tried  in  vain,  the  patient  was 
brought  to  the  Spanifh  hofpital  at  Vienna,  in 
the  month  of  October,  1774. 

He  was  now  as  bad  as  ever ;  his  appetite, 
however,  was  good,  his  puife  full,  and  the 
Hate  of  his  belly  and  urine  natural.  Here 
alfo  repeated  blood-lettings  were  preferibed, 

with  aperients,  and  large  quantities  of  cam- 

\  i 

phor ;  as  alfo  blifters,  both  to  the  neck  and 
legs.  But  no  beneficial  eifiedls  being  obferved 
from  thefe  remedies*  the  powder  of  gratiola 
was  at  lafl  had  recourfe  to. 

Half  a  drachm  of  the  powder  was  exhibit¬ 
ed  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  four 
pounds  of  decodtion  of  grafs  was  allowed  each 
day  for  ordinary  drink.  In  an  hour  after  taking 
the  powder,  both  vomiting,  purging,  and  a 
copious  flow  of  urine  were  produced.  Ten 
grains  of  the  powder  were  alfo  given  in  the 

evening. 
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Next  morning  another  half  drachm  of  the 
powder  was  prescribed  ;  the  patient  was  this 
day  conftantly  delirious,  and  his  pulfe  had  Suf¬ 
fered  no  material  alteration.  The  fame  effects 
of  vomiting,  purging,  and  a  copious  flow  of 
urine,  were  again  the  confequence  of  the  exhi¬ 
bition  of  the  powder.  The  evening  ciofe  was 
now  omitted. 

The  fame  quantity  of  the  powder  was  exhi¬ 
bited  on  the  third  day,  and  with  the  fame  ef¬ 
fects.  On  the  fourth  day,  the  patient  appeared 
more  ferene,  his  appetite  was  good,  his  fleep 
quiet,  and  no  medicine  was  this  day  given,  but 
the  deception  of  grafs. 

On  the  fifth  day  he  was  much  more  furious 
than  in  the  preceding  day  :  half  a  drachm  of 
the  powder  was  given  in  the  morning ;  and  in 
the  evening  four  grains  of  pills,  of  the  Cyno- 
gloflus,  were  preferibed. 

On  the  6th,  7th,  and  8th  days,  the  patient 
ftill  continued  delirious,  and  the  medicines  on 
thefe  days  were  altogether  omitted  :  on  the  9th, 
10th,  and  nth  days,  he  was  Somewhat  more 
quiet,  and  the  medicine  was  again  preferibed, 
and  with  the  fame  fenfible  effedts  as  before. 

On  the  1 2th  day  from  the  commencement 
of  the  remedy,  the  patient  was  in  every  re- 

■  _  fpedt 
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fpedl  much  better ;  he  anfwered  queftions  dif~ 
tindtlyy  and  did  not  now  pradtife  a  variety  of 
abfurd  geftures,  he  had  formerly  done.  The 
decodion  of  grafs  was  continued,  but  the  gra~ 
tiola  was  omitted.  On  the  13th  day  he  was 
jfb  well  as  to  write  a  well-con  lied:  ed  letter.  On 
the  35th  day  he  was  flill  better,  reafoned  fen- 
fibly  upon  every  fubjedt;  his  pulfe,  tongue,  and 
Hate  of  reft,  were  now  all  natural,  A  fcruple 
of  the  powdey  was  this  day  exhibited,  and 
with  the  fame  effeOs  as  before,  of  vomiting, 
purging,-  and  a  copious  flow  of  urine. 

From  this  period,  to  the  time  of  his  difmif- 
flon  from  the  hofpital,  which  happened  about 
feven  weeks  from  the  day  of  his  ad  million,  he 
continued  in  perfect  health,  and  did  nof;  fhew 
the  lea  ft  appearance  of  mania. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  other  two  cafes  of 
mania,  cured  by  the  ufe  of  gratiola,  the  re¬ 
medy  was  exhibited  in  nearly  the  fame  dofes, 
and  in  the  fame  manner  as  related  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  cafe,  and  it  uniformly  produced  the 
fame  effects  of  vomiting,  purging,  and  a  cq^ 
pious  flow  of  urine. 

We  fnall  now  give  the  particulars  of  a  few 
of  the  other  cafes  related  by  our  author, 
wherein  the  effects  of  the  remedy  under  confix 
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deration  appeared  remarkable.  In  thefe  cafes 
the  powder  was  prepared  as  follows,  and  exhi¬ 
bited  according  to  the  following  directions. 

R  Extraft.  Gratiol.  33. 

Sacch.  Alb.  Lap.  Cancror.  aa 
Semen  Fasnic.  ^j.  M.  f.  pulvis  tenuiflimus,  de 
quo  ftimantur  ab  initio  ter  de  die  grana  decern 
augendo  fenffim  dofim,  donee  diei  fpatio 
drachma  integra  abfumatur. 

The  fir  ft  of  thefe  hiftories  contains  the  cafe 
of  a  girl,  who  laboured  under  an  obftinate 
ozena,  from  a  venereal  taint.  Having,  for  the 
Tpace  of  fix  months,  made  frequent  trials  of  all 
the  ufual  antivenereal  remedies,  without  any 
advantage^  recourfe  was  then  had  to  the  pulvis 
gratiol^e.  The  medicine  being  continued  for 
the  fpace  of  two  months,  or  little  more,  a 
complete  cure  was  thereby  obtained. 

A  young  man,  aged  21,  was  affeCled  with 
obftinate  ulcers  in  the  fauces,  cariofities  in  the 
bones  of  the  nofe  and  palate,  and  tophi ;  and 
exoftofes  of  the  bones  of  the  extremities.  For 
the  fpace  of  two  years,  every  antivenereal  re¬ 
medy  in  common  ufe  had  been  had  recourfe 
to,  but  with  no  beneficial  effe£t  whatever,  and 
at  this  time  the  pulvis  gratiol^  was  preferibed. 

The  ufual  fymptoms  of  naufea,  a  copious 
flow  of  urine,  and  frequent  ftools,  were  the 

only 


only  effedls  at  firfl:  obferyed  from  the  medi- 
■dicine.  On  the  36th  day'  from  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  remedy,  the  ulcers  on  the  fauces 
began  to  put  on  a  better  appearance,  and  in  a 
fhort  time  thereafter  were  perfectly  cured,.— 
The  bones  of  the  nofe  and  palate  exfoliated* 
the  tophi  and  exoflofes  were  by  degrees  dif- 
cuifed,  and  the  patient  was  difmifled  entirely 

cured  on  the  fortieth  week  from  his  admiffion 

. 

to  the  hofpital. 

A  man  aged  92  years,  after  having  for  a 
5*reat  length  of  time  made  ufe  cf  various  re- 
medies  for  ulcers  in  his  forehead  and  arm,  at¬ 
tended  with  carious  affections  of  the  bones 
underneath,  but  without  any  advantage  from 
them,  was  at  lalt  put  upon  a  courie  of  pulvls 
gratiolae.— Naufea,  a  copious  flow  of  urine,  fre¬ 
quent  ftools,  and  violent  head-achs,  were  the 
firfl  evident  effedls  of  the  medicine  ;  and  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  weeks,  a  cure  of  the  different 
fymptoms  was  obtained. 

A  man,  aged  34  years,  was  advifed  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  fame  remedy  for  a  venereal* 
cancerous-like  ulcer  on  the  penis,  conjoined 
with  a  phymofis  ;  the  inguinal  glands  were  alfo 
fwelled  and  indurated. 

The 
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The  ufuai  confequences  were  firft  obferved 
from  the  medicine;  and  to  thefe  a  copious  fa- 
livation  fupervened,  about  a  month  from  the 
commencement  of  the  remedy;  and  in  the 
fpace  of  another  month  from  that  period,  a 
complete  cure  was  obtained. 

The  powder  of  gratiola  was  prefcribed  for 
ayoung  man  labouring  under  a  fwelled  tefticle* 
from  a  venereal  infection.  The  medicine  pro¬ 
duced  the  ufual  effects  of  vomiting,  purging, 
an  increafed  fecretion  of  urine,  and  it  alfo 
adfed  as  a  powerful  fudorific.  In  little  more 
than  a  moyh  the  man  was  difmiffed  cured* 

A  girb  2ged  24  years,  was  admitted  for  a 
fluor  albus,  conjoined  with  buboes,  from  a  ve¬ 
nereal  taint  5  the  pulvis  gratiola  was  here  alfo- 
prefcribed. 

On  the  1 5th  day  from  the  commencement 
of  the  remedy,  the  fluor  albus  ftill  continued 
violent,  but  the  buboes  were  fenfibly  diminifh- 
ed  ;  and  in  five  weeks  from  the  time  of  her 
admiflion,  both  the  buboes,  and  difeharge 
from  the  vagina,  were  entirely  removed. 

From  the  events  of  the  cafes  above  related, 
as  well  as  from  a  variety  of  others  in  which 
this  medicine  proved  equally  efficacious,  the 

follow- 
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following  conclufions,  our  author  obferves, 
may  be  drawn  with  refpedt  to  it, 

ift.  The  gratiola  may  be  given  with  fafety*, 
both  to  male  and  female  patients. 

2d.  In  all  difofders  proceeding  from  a  fiiper- 

abundance  of  ferum  in  the  fluids,  it  appears 

* 

to  be  a  moll  effectual  remedy. 

3d.  In  confequence  of  this,  it  is  had  re- 
courfe  to,  with  very  great  advantage,  in  me¬ 
lancholia  and  mania,  arifing  from  that  Hate  of 
the  fyftem. 

4th.  As  it  powerfully  promotes  purging, 
vomiting,  fweat,  and  urine,  it  is  hence  much 
fuperior  to  any  of  the  ufual  evacuating  reme¬ 
dies,  moft  of  which  prove  only  adtive  in  in¬ 
ducing  one  of  thefe  difcharges  at  once. 

5th.  The  moil  obftinate  cafes  of  gonorrhoea, 
fluor  albus,  and  venereal  ulcers,  are  cured  by 
the  powder.— -In  fome  inflances  it  has  induced 
falivation  ;  but  whether  or  not  it  can  always 
be  made  to  produce  that  effedt,  is  not  as  yet 
altogether  certain. 

6th.  The  powder  of  gratiola,  prepared 
from  the  extradf,  and  exhibited  with  fugar, 
does  not  induce  vomiting  *,  and  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  powder  of  the  root  always  promotes 
that  evacuation. 
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Joh  .  Tranche!  Ignat.  Probfl  Differ  tat  jo  tnaugur*  dc 

Sale  Folatili  Cantharidum.  Sz ;<?.  Norimbergie. 

*  / 

s 

AFTER  giving  a  defcriptlon  of  the  Itifech 
termed  cantharides,  the  following  die- 
fecal  analyfis  of  them  is  related  by  our  author, 
A  pound  of  cantharides  being  put  into  a  glafs 
retort,  properly  fitted  with  a  receiver,  the  re¬ 
tort  was  then  placed  in  a  fand  heat ;  the  fire 
was  at  firfi;  very  moderate,  but  wras  gradually 
increafed  to  a  high  degree  of  heat. 

Three  ounces  and  a  half  of  an  urinous 
kind  of  fpirit,  with  a  very  difagreeable  flavour, 
were  firft  brought  over.  Six  drams  of  a  fetid, 
brown,  vifcid  oil,  and  two  ounces  of  beau¬ 
tiful  white  cryfials  adhered  to -the  receiver. 
The  infeds  remaining  in  the  retort  flill  re¬ 
tained  their  original  figure,  although  con¬ 
verted  into  a  coal.  — This  coal,  however,  was 
not  entirely  deprived  of  its  oil,  as  appeared  from 
its  being  very  inflammable,  but  on  being 
lixiviated  with  water  it  did  not  appear  to  con¬ 
tain  any  fixed  fait. 

The  fpirit  obtained  by  this  procefs  feemed 
evidently  of  a  feline  nature ;  blue  vegetable 

infu- 
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infuflons  were  changed  by  it  to  a  green  colour* 
It  effervefeed  with  a  folution  of  mercury  in  the 
nitrous  acid,  and  yielded  by  precipitation  a, 
white  powder. 

As  an  opinion  has  very  generally  prevailed 
among  practitioners,  that  the  activity  of  can- 
tharides  depends  upon  the  quality  of  the  fait 
contained  in  them,  feveral  experiments  were 
tried  with  a  view  to  afeertain  the  fact. 

A  fcruple  of  this  fait  being  mixed  with  a 
drachm  of  melilct,  was  applied  to  the  back 
of  the  hand,  after  the  part  had  been  rubbed 
with  a  woollen  cloth  wet  with  vinegar.  As  nei¬ 
ther  pain,  vefcation,  nor  even  the  leaf:  degree 
of  inflammation  was  produced,  after  the  plan¬ 
ter  had  been  applied  twenty-four  hours,  the 
quantity  of  fait  was  doubled,  and  a  little  of  the 
oil  and  fpirit  of  cantharides  being  added  to  the 
compofition,  the  application  was  again  renew¬ 
ed,  but  no  effects  whatever  were  obferved 
from  it. 

With  a  view  to  afeertain  the  effeds  of  the 
medicine,  when  exhibited  internally,  our 
author  thought  it  prudent  to  proceed  with 
more  caution.  On  the  firfb  day  of  the  expe¬ 
riment  he  took  one  grain  ;  on  the  fecond,  two 

grains ; 
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grains ;  on  the  third,  four  grains ;  on  the 
fourth,  fix  grains  ;  on  the  fifth,  eight  grains ; 
on  the  fixth,  ten  grains ;  on  the  feventh, 
twelve  grains  :  each  dofe  being  difiTolved  in  a 
fpoonful  of  water.  And  as  no  effedt  was  pro¬ 
duced  by  any  of  them  upon  the  kidneys,  he 
went  on,  hicreafing  the  dofe  four  grains  daily, 
till  at  lad  he  came  to  take  two  fcruples  at 
once  ;  and  as  even  then  no  evident  eflfedts  re- 
fulted  from  the  medicine,  he  concludes,  that 
it  is  not  from  the  fait  contained  in  cantharides> 
that  they  either  blifter  when  applied  exter¬ 
nally,  or  affedt  the  kidneys  when  internally 
exhibited.  .  s 

As  our  author  did  not  propofe,  in  this  differ* 
tation,  to  carry  his  enquiry  farther  than  to  de¬ 
termine  the  effedts  of  the  fait  of  cantharides* 
he  does  not  pretend  to  fay  in  what  parts  of 
fchefe  infedts  their  adtivity  refides. 
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Mathaei  Francifci  Alix.  Medicine  et  Chirurg'ue 
Docioris ,  Acad,  Elect,  Sclent .  Utlllum  Memb. 
&:c.  Obfervata  Ghirurgica  Fafciculus  I,  8  m 
Altenburg. 

IN  the  volume  now  before  us,  we  are  fa- 
it  voured  with  a  variety  of  interefling  cafes, 
and  obfervations,  which  appear  to  have  been 
noted  down  by  our  author  as  they  occurred  to 
him  in  the  courfe  of  his  practice.  Of  thefe 
we  fhall  here  give  an  account  of  fome  of  the 
mod  remarkable. 

De  Tumor e  in  Regions  UmbiUcalu 

(  .  7  ..  -  -  •  - 

A  woman,  who,  for  fome  time,  had  per* 

ceived  a  tumor  on  the  umbilical  region,  ap¬ 
plied  to  a  perfon  for  advice,  who  had  long 
been  famous  for  the  efficacy  of  a  plafler  in 
cafes  of  hernia.  As  the  cafe,  now  mentioned, 
was  fufpedted  to  be  of  that  nature,  the  plafler 
was  applied,  with  a  very  tight  bandage  over  it. 

The  tumor,  which,  till  then,  had  not  given 
much -uneaflnefs,  became  painful  and  inflamed; 

and 
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and  an  abfcefs  was  foon  produced,  which  ter¬ 
minated  in  an  ulcer,  by  which  the  excrements 

*  * 

frcfcn  the  intedines  were  difcharged. 

As  the  patient  became  daily  worfe,  the  af- 
b  dance  of  our  author  was  deiired.  On  ex¬ 
amining  the  parts,  he  found  the  opening  in  the 
gut  was  in  that  portion  which  forms  the  fmall 
inteilines  ;  at  lead  he  fufpedled  fo,  from  the 
food  being  now  ^difcharged  at  the  opening,  and 
with  very  little  change  beingproduced  on  it  from 
the  time  of  its  being  taken  in  at  the  mouth. 
With  the  excrements  difcharged  by  the  anus* 
there  were  found  mixed  quantities  of  putrefied 
worms. 

As  the  woman,  before  the  appearance  of  the 
tumour,  had  been  liable  to  frequent  pains  in  the 
abdomen,  and  had  at  different  times  both  vo¬ 
mited  and  paffed  by  liooi  worms  of  a  very 
great  length  ;  our  author  immediately  fufpedl- 
cd  thefe  animals  to  have  been  the  original  caufe 
of  thediforder;  indances  of  which  he  remarks 
are  mentioned  both  by  Tiffot  in  his  Avis  au  Pen- 
pie,  and  in  the  Phyfical  and  Literary  Effays 
of  Edinburgh. 

On  this  fuppofition,  the  ulcer  was  dreffed 
with  iimple  digedives,  and  the  opening  was 
preferved  with  a  view  to  encourage  a  difeharge 
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of  worms.  At  the  fame  time,  a  courfe  of  an¬ 
thelmintic  medicines  was  prefcribed. 

i  ,  * 

In  the  fpace  of  ten  days,  or  fo,  from  the 
commencement  of  this  treatment,  a  very  great 
number  of  worms  were  difcharged  by  the 
openings  fome  of  themalmofi  a  yard  in  length. 
After  this,  the  fore  was  allowed  to  heal ;  and 
a  firm  cicatrix  being  produced,  a  complete 
cure  was  obtained.  With  a  view  to  prevent  a 
farther  generation  of  worms,  a  courfe  of  lima- 
tura  Martis  was  prefcribed,  with  gentle  purga¬ 
tives  at  proper  intervals. 

De  Ulceribus  benigms  intempejllve  Sanatis . 

The  following  is  given  as  a  remarkable  in¬ 
fiance  of  the  bad  effe&s  of  healing  old  ulcers,, 
without  the  previous  introduction  of  adequate 
drains. 

A  woman,  aged  55,  whofe  menfes  had  left 
her  five  years  before,  confulted  our  author  for 
an  ulcer  on  each  leg,  which  had  been  of  a 
twelve-month’s  duration. 

As  the  fores  did  not  give  much  uneafinefs,- 
and  as  the  woman  enjoyed  exceeding  good 
health,  fiie  was  advifed  to  allow  them  to  re¬ 
main  open,  efpecially,  as  from  their  continu¬ 
ance  the  conflitution  had  become  habituated 

to 
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to  the  difcharge.  If,  however,  fhe  was  re- 
folved  on  having  them  dried  up,  two  iffues 
were  recommended,  with  a  view  of  difcharging 
the  fame  quantity  of  matter.  The  patient  went 
away  determined  to  follow  the  advice  Hie  had 
received.  Unluckily,  however,  in  a  fhort  time 
thereafter  fhe  happened  to  meet  with  an  itine¬ 
rant  practitioner,  who  promiled  her  a  certain 
cure,  without  any  rifle  to  her  health,  and  with¬ 
out  the  trouble  of  fubftituting  any  drain  what¬ 
ever. 

By  the  ufe  of  ftrong  aflringent  applications, 
a  cure  ot  the  fores  was  very  foon  obtained, 
and  the  patient  continued  to  enjoy  her  ufual 
good  health  for  the  fpace  of  fourteen  days. 
But  about  that  period  Ihe  began  to  complain 
of  want  of  appetite,  and  a  general  latitude ; 
and,  in  eight  days  thereafter,  fhe  was  feized 
with  a  violent  hard  cough,  great  heat  upon  her 
fkin,  a  tenfenefs  of  the  abdomen,  and  great 
difficulty  of  breathing. 

Thefe  complaints  becoming  alarming,  the 
affiftance  of  our  author  was  again  called  for. 

All  the  remedies  ufual  in  fuch  cafes  were  had 

-  ‘s 

recourfe  to,  but  with  no  advantage  whatever. 
The  difficulty  of  breathing,  in  the  mean  time, 
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increafing  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  endanger 
fuffocation. 

✓  « 

It  now  occurred  to  our  author,  that  nothing 
would  probably  prove  fo  effectual  for  the  removal 
of  thefe  complaints  as  the  renewal  of  the  drains 
to  which  the  condituticn  had  formerly  been  ac~ 
cudomed.  And  with  a  view  to  obtain  as  quick 
a  difcharge  in  that  way  as  poffible,  feveral  fcari- 
hcations  were  made  upon  the  feats  of  the  for¬ 
mer  fores,  all  of  fuch  depths  as  to  admit  of 
the  introduction  of  fmall  pieces  of  Radix  Iridis 
Florentine.  The  wounds  being  dreffed  with 
baiilicon,  and  covered  with  a  plafter,  were 
left  in  that  date  for  the  fpace  of  three  days 
without  being  looked  at. 

At  the  firft  dr  effing,  the  ointment  and  plaf¬ 
ter  were  found  wet  with  a  kind  of  fanies ;  by 
degrees  the  difcharge  encreafed,  and  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  the  matter  encreafed  in  quantity,  the 
patient  got  gradually  better;  fo  that  in  the 
fpace  of  fourteen  days,  die  was  almod  entirely 
well.  Her  appetite  returned,  die  could  now 
go  to  deep  with  eafe,  and  the  difficulty  of 
breathing  very  foon  difappeared. 
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Hiftoria  valde  curio  fa  Brachii  Sphacelo  corruptu 

A  man,  aged  7.2,  was  feized  with  a  large 
inflammatory  tumour  on  the  back  of  his  left 
hand,  attended  with  continued  violent  pains, 
third,  a  fmart  fever,  and  delirium. 

A  pi  after,  and  fotne  other  improper  appli¬ 
cations  were,  for  fonie  time,  made  ufe  of,  till 
a  blacknefs  had  been  dbferved  over  all  the  hand 
and  part  of  the  fore  arm  ;  the  afliftance  of  our 
author  was  the#  den  red- 

His  firft  vifit  was  on  the  13th  of  July,  1772  : 

« 

the  patient  was  at  that  time  very  low,  his  pulfe 
fmali;  a  gangrene  occupied  the  Angers,  hand, 
and  one  half  of  the  fore-arm.  The  parts  were 
as  hard  as  a  piece  of  wood,  and  he  complained 
•of  little  or  no  pain. 

Amputation  of  the  limb  was  recommended 
by  our  author,  as  the  only  probable  means  of 
laving  the  patient’s  life,  as  it  did  not  appear  to 
be  a  cafe  that  could  admit  of  any  attempt  for 
laving  the  limb,  as  recommended  in  cafes  of 
gangrene  by  Mr.  Bilguer.  But  the  operation 
was  not  agreed  to,  and  our  author  not  being 
in  that  part  of  the  country  for  a  good  many 
months,  did  not  again  fee  the  patient  till 
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the  1 8th  of  December  following.  At  this 
time  the  patient  did  not  complain  of  any  pain, 
had  no  want  of  appetite,  and  his  pulfe  was 
better.  The  gangrene  had  by  this  time  fpread 
lip  to  the  joint  of  the  elbow. 

As  it  was  not  fuppofed  the  man  could  live 

long,  no  farther  enquiries  were  made  about 

•* 

him,  till  a  full  year  thereafter,  viz.  on  the 
19th  of  December,  1773,  when  our  author 
called  at  his  houfe,  to  learn  the  event  of  the 
cafe.  The  patient  was  flill  as  firm  and  flout 
as  ever,  although  at  this  time  he  laboured  un¬ 
der  a  tertian  intermittent ;  he  had  loll  one  of 

d 

his  eyes,  the  fphacelus  had  fpread  over  the  whole 
arm  up  to  the  fnoulder-joint,  the  parts  flill 
continued  hard,  were  equally  black  as  a  bit  of 
fmoked  meat,  but  did  not  emit  any  cadaverous 
fmell  At  laft,  towards  the  end  of  that  month 
the  arm  fell  off,  without  the  leaf!  hemorrhage 
enfuing,  the  remaining  parts  dried  without  any 
difcharge  whatever,  and  the  old  man,  at  the 
time  of  this  publication,  continued  to  enjoy 
very  good  health, 

T)e  Tendine  Achillis  difcifo ,  ariifidofa  deligatlofie  fe¬ 
ll  cl  ter  fanato , 

A  young  healthy  man,  having  unluckily 
£aot  the  tendo  Achillis  of  one  of  his  legs  divided 
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by  a  cut,  had  recourfe  for  relief  to  an  ignorant 
pradlitioner,  who,  not  regarding  the  wounded 
tendon,  fluffed  the  cavity,  occafioned  by  the 
wound,  full  of  lint.  This  occafioning  a  great 
addition  of  pain,  the  affiflance  of  our  author 
was  then  defired.  It  was  now  two  days  from 
the  time  that  the  wound  had  been  inflidted, 
which  made  it  doubtful  whether  a  re-union  of 
the  divided  tendon  could  be  expedted  or  not. 
This,  however,  being  attempted,  a  complete 
cure,  we  are  told*  was  in  due  time  accom- 
plifhed. 

The  principal  part  of  the  cure  confifled  in 
keeping  the  divided  parts  as  near  together  as 
poffible,  by  the  leg  being  kept  bent,  and  the 
foot  drawn  backwards,  and  fecured  in  that 
pofition,  by  means  of  proper  ligatures,  carried 
between  it  and  a  circular  bandage  placed  upon 
the  thigh. 
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Carol!  de  Mertens,  AT.  Z>.  Qbfervationes  Medic*? 
de  Febribus  putridis 5  Pejie3  nonnalUfque  aliis 

Morbis »  1 2 mo.  Vindobon^. 

% 

O^UK  author,  who  for  federal  years  pr act! fed 
*  as  a  phyfician  in  Mofcow,  in  the  fir  ft  part 
of  thi?  treatife  gives  a  very  diffindt  and  partis 
cular  account  of  the  rife,  progre.fs,  and  mer 
thod  of  treatment  of  a  putrid  catarrhal  fever, 
which  prevailed  in  that  city  in  the  years  1768-, 
1769,  and  1770. 

In  the  feeond  part  of  the  publication,  we  are 
favoured  with  ah  account  of  the  plague,  which 

n  1 

rased  with  fueh  violence  at  Mofcow.  in  the 
year  17713  as  to  carry  off  70.000  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  in  the  fpace  of  a  very  few  months.  In 
the  month  of  September  of  that  year,  upwards 
of  22,000  died  of  it.  There  were  even  differ¬ 
ent  inffances  cf  1200  being  carried  off  by  it 
in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours. 

The  wrar  which  commenced  between  the 
Ruffians  and  Turks  in  the  year  1769,  and  the 
intercourfe  which  that  event  occafioned  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations,  was  the  means,  we  are 

told. 
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told,  of  the  plague  being,  at  this  time,  intro¬ 
duced  into  Ruffia.  For  fome  time,  the  prac¬ 
titioners  of  Mofcow  were  at  a  lofs  to  difcover 
how  the  contagion  had  been  brought  to  that 
city,  till  at  lafl  it  was  difcovered  to  have  come 
from  the  army  with  two  foldiers,  who  died 
in  the  military  hofpital  of  Mofcow.  Their 
bodies  being  given  to  an  anatomift,  he  thereby 
received  the  infection  of  which  he  died. 
From  him,  and  from  the  hofpital  where  the 
foldiers  had  lodged,  the  difeafe  very  quickly 
fpread  over  the  city.  The  diforder  fliewed  it~ 
felf  by  different  fymptoms,  according  to  the 
conftitutions  attacked  by  it,  and  according  to  , 
the  ftate  of  the  weather  at  the  time ;  but  in 
general  it  began  with  head-ach,  giddinefs, 
horripilatio,  proffration  of  ftrength,  a  flight 
degree  of  fever,  naufea,  vomiting,  rednefs  of 
the  eyes,  a  dejedfed  countenance,  and  a  white 
foul  tongue.  A  tickling  attended  with  flight 
pains  were  perceived  in  thefe  places  where 
the  buboes  and  carbuncles  afterwards  broke 
out.  Many  died  on  the  firft  or  lecond  day  of 
the  attack,  before  any  of  thefe  tumours  made 
their  appearance.  In  luch  inftances,  however, 
an  eruption  commonly  appeared  a  few  hours 

before 
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before  death,  of  petechia  and  red  fpcts,  but 
in  a  few  even  thefe  were  wanting. 

V  '  0 

The  buboes  and  carbuncles  commonly  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  fecond  or  third  day ;  feldom  on 
the  fourth.  In  fome  few  inftances,  the  difeafe 
on  its  fir  ft  attack,  put  on  an  inflammatory 
form,  as  appeared  from  the  burning  heat  which 
took  place,  together  with  the  int'enfe  thirft, 
high-coloured  urine,  rednefs  of  the  cheeks, 
and  a  high  degree  of  phrenitis.  But  much  more 
frequently  the  fever  from  the  beginning  ap¬ 
peared  evidently  to  be  of  the  nervous  kind, 
all  the  fymptoms  which  occured  being  fuch  as 
commonly  attend  fevers  of  that  nature.  In 
a  few  the  fever  put  on  the  appearance  of  an 
intermittent. 

Such  as  were  carried  off  by  the  difeafe,  all 
died  before  the  fixth  day,  infomuch  that  thofe 
who  lived  till  the  feventh,  were  always  pro¬ 
nounced  to  be  out  of  danger. 

The  buboes  which  occur  in  this  difeafe 
are  glandular  fwellings,  generally  fomewhat 
painful,  and  more  or  lefs  elevated.  Their 
ufual  feat  is  in  the  arm-pits  or  groins,  but 
they  alfo  happen  in  other  parts,  as  in  the  neck, 
cheeks,  Sc c. 
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Thefe  fvvellings  are  to  be  confidered,  we  are 
told,  as  the  true  crifis  of  the  plague  ;  but  in 
order  to  their  proving  beneficial,  they  mud;  be 
perfectly  fuppurated.  In  many  infiances  they 
arrived  even  to  the  fize  of  walnuts,  and  fud- 
denly  again  difappeared ;  and  in  others  they 
neither  became  painful  nor  inflamed.  In  thefe 
they  afforded  no  relief ;  and  in  the  former  it 
ivas  always  fuppofed  that  death  was  nor  far 
diflan  t. 

Swellings  of  the  parotid  glands  frequently 
occured,  but  they  never  produced  fuch  com¬ 
plete  cures  as  the  buboes. 

Carbuncles ,  our  author  defines  to  be  a  gan¬ 
grenous  fpot  upon  the  fkin,  having  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  burn,  with  red,  livid,  or  black 
veficles,  bounded  by  an  inflammatory  ring, 
which  foon  terminates  in  a  hard  black  efchar. 
—The  anthrax ,  he  obferves,  is  an  affection  of 
fomewhat  the  fame  nature  with  the  carbuncle, 
only  the  former  is  more  prominent,  penetrates 
deeper  into  the  adipofe  membrane,  and  occa- 
fions  a  higher  degree  of  pain  and  inflamma¬ 
tion. 

The  petechiae  which  occured  here  were 
fimilar  to  thofe  ufually  obferved  in  putrid 
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fevers,  though  fomewhat  larger.  The  vibices 

gave  the  appearance  of  a  part  feverely  whipped. 
All  thefe  exanthemata  were  conddered  as 
fymptoms  of  the  word:  kind,  a9  they'  were 
generally  forerunners  of  approaching  death. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  pulfe  in  this  diforder, 

our  author  obferves,  that  nothing  certain  can 

be  faid,  for  as  foon  as  the  contagion  became 

fo  infectious  as  to  be  propagated  by  the 

touch,  practitioners  had  not  afterwards  fuch 

a  near  intercourfe  with  their  patients.  Some, 

indeed,  he  remarks,  had  the  curiofity  dill  to 

examine  the  pulfe,  either  through  the  inter- 

% 

vention  of  a  glove,  or  of  a  piece  of  tobacco 
applied  to  the  patient’s  wrid,  but  the  accounts 
thus  obtained  were  fo  various  and  different,  that 
it  is  not  neceffary  to  enumerate  them. 

• 

The  difeafe  at  its  commencement,  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  year,  did  not  make  great  pro- 
grefs  ;  but  gradually  became  more  univerfal 
as  the  weather  turned  warmer.  From  the 
month  of  July,  till  the  month  of  September, 
'it  raged  with  mod  violence;  not  above  four 
recovering  out  of  a  hundred  attacked  with  it 
during  that  period.  But  from  that  time  for^ 
ward,  the  contagion  became  gradually  milder, 

and 
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and  at  lad  ceafed  entirely,  when  the  cold  frody 
weather  became  fixed  and  deady. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  plague,  the  dif- 
order  our  author  obferves,  may,  with  propriety,  * 
be  divided  into  two  dages,  viz.  the  nervous, 
and  putrid.  The  former  comprehends  merely 
that  degree  of  confufibn  and  didurbance  given 
to  the  nervous  fydem  on  the  fir  ft  introduction 
of  the  pedilential  miafma  ;  and  the  latter,  or 
putrid  dage,  commences  at  the  time  the  miafma, 
begins  to  operate  upon  the  blood  and  other 
fluids,  in  aflimilating  them  to  its  own  putrid 
nature. 

In  the  commencement,  or  nervous  date  of 
the  diforder,  there  have  been  indances,  our 
author  obferves,  of  the  miafma  being  carried 
off  by  means,  of  fweat.  Hence,  at  this  period  of 
the  difeafe  gentle  diaphoretics,  fuch  as  tepid 
fubacid  drinks,  are  recommended ;  camphorated 
emuldons,  juleps  of  camphor  and  mufk  were 
of  ufe.  Gentle  emetics  were  here  alfo  fervice- 
able,  particularly  of  ipecacuanha.  By  one 
praditioner,  a  great  quantity  of  James's  pow¬ 
der,  brought  from  England,  was  adminidered, 
but  with  no  particular  advantage. 

In  the  fecond  dage  of  the  difeafe,  when  the 
putrid  miafma  begins  to  cffcd  a  diffolution  of 

the 
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the  blood,  the  cortex  Peruvianus  and  mineral 
acids  are  recommended  as  the  principal  reme^ 
dies.  But  from  the  very  quick  progrefs  of  the 
diforder,  from  the  greateft  number  of  thofe  at¬ 
tacked  by  it  concealing  their  complaint  as  long 
as  poffible,  for  fear  of  being  fuddenly  hurried 
away  from  their  relations  j  and  laftly,  from  the 
little  intercourfe  which  occurs  between  practi¬ 
tioners  and  the  infeCted,  after  the  removal  of 
the  latter  into  places  allotted  for  their  recep¬ 
tion,  nothing  very  certain  or  fatisfaftory,  our 
author  remarks,  can  be  faid  with  refpeCt  to 
the  effeCts  of  remedies  in  cafes  of  plague. 

Purgatives ,  we  are  told,  prove  very  detri¬ 
mental  in  this  diforder,  as  they  tend  to  induce 
fuch  debilitating  and  obitinate  diarrhoeas  as 
cannot  again  be  flopped. 

Blood-letting  has  been  recommended  by  Sy¬ 
denham  in  the  beginning  of  the  diforder,  when 
no  eruption  has  appeared  upon  the  furface. 
But  from  our  author’s  pradice  in  this  difeafe, 
he  would  never  advife  it  to  be  had  recourfe  to. 
Scarifying  the  carbuncles,  which  occur  in  cafes 
of  the  plague,  is  recommended  by  almoft  every 
writer ;  but  no  good  effeCts,  we  are  told,  were 
here  obferved  from  the  practice.  As  low  faint¬ 
ing  fits  are  frequent  fymptoms  in  the  plague, 

none 
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trone  fhould  be  burled,  our  author  remarks, 
till  fome  other  and  more  certain  fymptoms  of 
death  have  occurred. 

A  difcharge  of  the  vermes  tertes,  both  by  the 
mouth  and  anus,  was  a  frequent  fymptom  in 
this  diforder.  Women  with  child,  attacked 
with  the  plague,  all  buffered  abortion,  and 
were  commonly  carried  off  by  haemorrhage 
from  the  uterus. 

Preventing  every  means  of  intercourfe  be¬ 
tween  the  difeafed  and  healthy,  is  the  only  pro¬ 
phylactic  to  be  depended  on ;  and  when  the 
diforder  has  once  got  footing  in  a  place,  al¬ 
lotting  a  certain  diftriCt,  as  much  as  poffible 
detached  from  the  reft  of  the  Town,  to  which 
every  perfon  is  to'be  removed,  fo  foon  as  any 
fymptoms  of  infeCtion  have  appeared,  is  then 
recommended  as  the  moft  effectual  refource. 

A  very  remarkable  inftance  is  related  by  our 
author,  of  the  ftngular  good  effeCts  that  may 
be  obtained  by  proper  care  and  attention,  in 
preventing  any  kind  of  intercourfe  between  the 
difeafed  and  healthy,  in  cafes  of  plague,  which 
at  the  fame  time  gives  great  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  miafma  of  this  diforder  is  not  readily 
communicated  by  the  air,  and  that  the  infec- 
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tion  might  in  general  be  put  a  flop  to  by  a 
ftrift  and  regular  attention  to  this  circumftance*. 
Our  author  having  been  appointed  phyfician 
to  one  of  the  larged  hofpitals  in  the  city  of 
Mofcow,  was  anxious  to  have  every  thing  done 
for  preventing  the  plague  getting  accefs  to  the 
people  contained  in  it ;  and  although  the  build¬ 
ing  was  fituated  in  the  very  middle  of  the  city, 
yet  by  lhutting  up  every  avenue  that  led  to  it, 
but  one,  where  a  ftridf  guard  was  kept  for  pre¬ 
venting  accefs  to  every  fufpecied  article,  the 
place  was  kept  perfeddy  free  from  the  infec¬ 
tion,  even  when  the  difeafe  wras  raging  with 
the  greatefl  violence  in  every  other  quarter  of 
the  city.  Cloaths,  and  every  utenfil  ufed  by 
infected  perfons,  were  ordered  to  be  burned  ; 
and,  for  purifying  the  houfes  where  they  had 
lived,  fumes  of  vinegar,  and  the  burning 
gunpowder  in  them  wras  recommended.  A 
powder,  termed  at  Mofcow  the  antipeftiiential 
powder,  was  much  in  vogue  ;  and  very  de- 
fervedly,  we  are  told,  for  deftroying  the  feeds 
of  the  infection.  Its  bads  was  fulphur,  con* 
joined  with  nitre,  juniper  berries,  and  certain 
relins.  With  this  every  fufpeded  place  was 
fumigated,  and  evidently  with  very  beneficial 
effects. 
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In  the  third  and  laft  part  of  this  publica¬ 
tion,  among  other  practical  cafes,  we  are  favour¬ 
ed  with  four,  upon  the  effects  of  blitters  in 
fpitting  of  blood.  As  in  all  of  them  the  ap¬ 
plication  proved  effectual,  we  lhall  only  here 
relate  the  following. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1773,  our  au¬ 
thor  was  called  to  a  perfon  feemingly  far  gone 
in  a  cafe  of  hsemoptoe,  who,  about  two  years 
before,  he  had  cured  of  the  fame  complaint.  At 
this  time,  however,  the  patient  was  much 
worfe  than  he  had  been  before  ;  having  the 
preceding  night  fpit  up  more  than  a  pound  and 
a  half  of  red  florid  blood.  As  the  patient  had 
formerly  been  liable  to  the  piles,  leeches  were 
at  different  times  applied  near  to  the  anus ;  he 
was  five  times  let  blood  at  the  arm,  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  a  pound  each  time  ;  a  dofe  of  tindure 
of  rofes  was  given  every  half  hour ;  he  was 
kept  upon  the  loweft  regimen ;  and  a  variety 
of  cold  applications,  which,  in  his  former 
complaint,  had  given  relief,  were  now  alfo  had 
recourfe  to,  but  with  no  advantage  whatever. 
The  patient  being  now  very  much  reduced, 
and,  to  appearance,  in  imminent  danger,  as 
the  difcharge  of  blood  ttill  continued  obtti- 
nate,  a  large  blitter  was  applied  between  the 
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fhoulders.  As  foon  as  the  blifter  began  to  ii> 
ritate,  the  cough,  which  before  had  been  trou^ 
blefome,  became  lefs  frequent,  and  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  blood  ceafed  entirely.  A  milk  diet, 
and  the  remedies  above  mentioned,  being  con¬ 
tinued,  the  patient  gradually  recovered  his 
length,  and  in  a  Ihort  time  was  reftored  to 
perfect  health. 

VIE 

S the  Hiftory  of  Edinburgh ,  by  Hugo  Arnot,  Efq* 
Advocate .  4  to.  Edinburgh. 

OUR  readers  will  not  imagine  that  it  is  by 
any  means  our  intention  to  prefent  them 
with  a  complete  analyfis  of  the  work  now  be- 
before  us.  A  very  fmall  part  only  of  this  pub¬ 
lication  can  be  conlidered  as  having  any  con¬ 
nexion  with  medicine,  or  medical  philofophy. 
Yet  it  contains  feveral  particulars,  an  account 
.of  which  will  not,  we  prefume,  be  unaccept¬ 
able. 

Among  other  fubjedts  of  this  nature,  the 
account  which  is  given  of  the  charitable  efta- 
bliihments  formerly  exifting  at  Edinburgh,  for 
perfons  afflifted  with  the  leprofy,  may  juftly 
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be  mentioned.  This  loathfome  difeafe,  which 
is  well  known  to  have  been  frequent  among 
the  Jews,  and  the  fe verity  of  which  is  fo  pa¬ 
thetically  defended  in  the  facred  writings, 
feems  alfo  to  have  been  very  common  among 
our  anceftors,  and  among  them  it  feems 
equally  to  have  vifited  the  cottage  and  the  pa¬ 
lace.  King  Robert  Bruce,  who  was  the 
founder  of  a  charitable  infiitution  for  the 
benefit  of  thofe  afifidted  with  leprofy,  is  faid 
to  have  himfelf  laboured  under  this  difiemper. 

i 

With  the  view  of  alleviating  the  miferies  of 
thofe  fuhjedted  to  this  dreadful  difiemper,  the 
hofpital  of  Greenfide  was  founded  at  Edin¬ 
burgh,  A.  D.  1591,  by  John  Robertfon,  mer¬ 
chant  in  that  city.  The  frequency  of  the  le¬ 
profy  at  that  period  is  evinced  by  the  condi¬ 
tions  which  were  neceflary  for  admiflion.  This 
charitable  efiablifhment  was  totally  confined 
to  thofe  who  were  either  born  in  Edinburgh, 
or  who  had  refided  there  for  the  fpace  of  feven 
years ;  and  the  loathfome  and  infectious  na¬ 
ture  of  the  difeafe  is  demonfirated  by  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  regulations  to  which  perfons  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  hofpital  were  fubjedted. 

They  were  prohibted,  under  pain  of  death, 
from  going  without  the  walls  of  the  hofpital  after 
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fun-fet,  and  that  this  might  not  be  deemed  an 
empty  menace,  a  gallows  was  eredled  near  the 
building  for  the  immediate  execution  of  offen¬ 
ders.  Happily,  however,  for  the  prefent  age, 
neither  fuch  regulations,  nor  fuch  an  eita- 
blifhment  are  any  longer  neceffary. 

But  leprofy  is  not  the  only  difeafe  from 
which  the  prefent  period  feems  to  be  delivered. 
In  ancient  times  the  plague  frequently  broke 
out  in  Edinburgh,  raging  with  various  degrees 
of  fury  j  but,  according  to  our  author,  this 
moll  fevere  fcourge  that  ever  vifited  the  hu¬ 
man  race,  has  not  made  its  appearance  in  the 
city  of  Edinburgh  fince  the  year  1645. 

But  while  the  city  of  Edinburgh  has  been 
delivered  from  the  plague  and  leprofy,  it  has, 
our  author  obferves,  been  vilited  by  two  other 
diftempers,  which  have,  at  different  times, 
made  great  havoc  among  its  citizens,  as  well 
as  the  other  inhabitants  of  modern  Europe ; 
thefe  are  the  fmall-pox  and  the  venereal  dif* 
eafe.  He  is,  however,  inclined  to  view  thefe 
alfo  as  having  now  abated  of  their  original  fe- 
verity.  He  confiders  the  practice  of  inocula¬ 
tion  as  difarming  the  former  of  all  its  terrors ; 
and  he  hefitates  not  to  pronounce,  that  thofe 
parents  are  to  be  confidered  as  acceffary  to  the 
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death  of  their  children  who  oppofe  this  prac¬ 
tice.  With  refpedt  to  the  venereal  difeafe,  he 
gives  a  copy  of  an  order  of  the  privy-council, 
banifhing  from  the  city  of  Edinburgh  to  the 
ifiand  of  Inch-Keith,  all  who  were  either  af- 
fedfed  with  the  difeafe,  or  took  upon  them  to 
cure  it.  The  penalty  of  contravention,  either 
by  the  deceafed,  or  the  phyfician,  was  burn¬ 
ing  on  the  cheek  ;  a  certain  evidence  that  this 
complaint  alfo  was  more  terrible  to  our  ancef- 
tors  than  it  is  to  their  pofterity. 

For  the  account  which  our  author  gives  of 
the  different  branches  of  medical  education 
taught  at  Edinburgh,  both  in  the  univerfity, 
and  by  private  teachers,  we  muffc  refer  our 
readers  to  the  work  itfelf.  Nor  will  the  limits 
of  this  publication  admit  of  our  introducing 
the  account,  which  he  has  given  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  conditions,  which  are  requifite  before  any 
one  can  ftand  candidate  for  the  degree  of  doc¬ 
tor  of  medicine  in  the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh, 
and  of  the  examinations  which  candidates  muft 
undergo  before  they  can  obtain  that  honour. 

Of  thefe,  however,  a  very  particular  de¬ 
tail  is  given  in  this  work,  while  at  the  fame 
time  the  account  may  be  depended  upon ;  at 
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leaf!;  as  an  accurate  view  of  the  prefent  laws 
refpedting  graduation  at  Edinburgh. 

i 

Befldes  the  very  accurate  account  which  is 
given  of  the  extent,  fituation,  and  other  cir- 
cumftances  refpecting  the  Royal  Botanical 
Garden,  which  is  now  richly  Hocked  with 
exotic  plants  of  all  kinds,  a  lift  is  given  of  the 
moft  curious,  which  the  intelligent  botanift, 
who  vifits  the  garden,  will  chiefly  be  anxious 
to  fee.  Of  thefe  we  may  mention  examples : 
Alftroemeria  Colinfonia  Didyma,  unknown  to 
Linnaeus ;  Illicium  Anifatum,  a  moft  beauti- 
ful  aromatic  ever-green  from  Florida  ;  Mufa 
Sapientum,  or  the  Banana,  which  has  pro¬ 
duced  ripe  fruit.  The  Tea-tree,  which  has 
been  in  full  flower  ;  the  Caira  from  the  Eaft- 
Indies ;  a  fpecies  of  the  Mimofa,  unknown 
to  Linnaeus,  and  to  the  European  gardens. 
The  extract  from  the  wood  of  this  plant  is 
the  Terra  Japonica  of  the  fhops,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  would  be  more  properly  naPxied,  the 
Extradtum  Japonicum,  or  Succus  Japonicus. 
An  account  of  the  method  of  preparing  this 
fubftance  was  given  in  a  former  number  of 
this  work,  as  communicated  to  the  medical 
profeffors  at  Edinburgh,  by  Mr.  Kerr,  fur- 
geon  at  Dacca;  and  a  ftill  more  full  and  par¬ 
ticular 
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ticular  account  of  it  from  the  fame  gentleman 
has  fince  been  publiftied  in  the  London  Medi¬ 
cal  Obfervations.  Lailly,  in  the  Botanical 
Garden  at  Edinburgh,  is  to  be  found  that  ex¬ 
traordinary  vegetable  the  moving  plant,  the 
feeds  of  which  were  alfo  fent  home  by  Mr. 
Kerr;  and  our  author  has  here  favoured  us 
with  the  following  account  of  it,  as  tranfmitted  c 
from  India,  by  the  induftrious  gentleman,  to 
whom  the  Botanical  Garden  is  indebted  for  the 
plant  itfelf, 

» 

This  vegetable,  according  to  Mr.  Kerr’s  ac¬ 
count,  has  in  the  Eaft  Indies  the  name  of 
Burrum  Chundali.  It  grows  about  four  feet 
high,  and  in  autumn  produces  bunches  of  yel¬ 
low  ffevers  refembling  the  French  honey- 
fuckle ;  the  root  is  annual  or  biennial ;  like 
many  of  the  pea-tribe  it  is  trifolious ;  the  la¬ 
teral  leaves  are  fmaller  than  thofe  at  the  end, 
and  all  day  long  they  are  in  conftant  motion, 
without  any  external  impulfe.  They  move 
up,  or  down,  and  circularly.  This  laft  mo¬ 
tion  is  performed  by  the  twilling  of  the  foot- 
ftalks  ;  while  one  leaf  is  riling,  its  alfociate 
is  generally  defending.  The  motion  down¬ 
wards  is  quicker  and  more  irregular  than  the 
motion  upwards,  which  is  Heady  and  uniform. 
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Thefe  motions  are  obfervable  for  the  fpace 

* 

of  twenty- four  hours,  in  the  leaves  of  a  branch 
which  is  lopped  off  from  the  Ihrub,  if  it  be. 
kept  in  water.  If  from  any  obitacle  the  mo¬ 
tion  be  retarded,  upon  the  removal  of  that  ob¬ 
itacle  the  motion  is  again  refumed  with  a 
greater  degree  of  velocity. 

Belides  thefe  different  plants,  which,  al¬ 
though  they  are  to  be  confidered  as  very  rare, 
were  not  unknown  to  the  learned  in  botany, 
the  garden  at  Edinburgh  is  alfo  itored  with  a 
great  number  of  Abyffinian  plants,  the  feeds 
of  which  were  given  to  the  profeffor  by  that 
juftly  celebrated  traveller  Mr.  Bruce  of  Kin. 
naird.  Among  thefe  is  the  plant  by  which 
Mr.  Bruce  himfelf  was  cured  of  the  dyfentery; 
an  article  which  may,  perhaps,  hereafter  fur- 
nifh  a  valuable  addition  to  the  materia  me- 
dica. 

Befides  thefe  different  obfervations,  many 
other  particulars,  not  unconnected  with  our 
fubjeCt,  might  be  extracted  from  the  work  be¬ 
fore  us.  For  while  the  author  has  not  con¬ 
ducted  his  undertaking  on  the  narrow  fcale  of 
giving  merely  the  hiftory  of  a  provincial  town, 
but  has  given  a  copious  account  of  national 
affairs,  of  the  manners  of  the  Scots,  and  of 
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the  prices  of  provifions  in  the  country  at  dif¬ 
ferent  periods,  for  the  fpace  of  eight  hundred 
years  ;  he  has-  alfo  introduced  many  important 
obfervations  on  the  Hate  of  population  and  of 
health  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh.  But  for  his 
remarks  on  thefe  fubjedts,  as  well  as  for  his 
account  of  the  charitable  eftablifhments,  in¬ 
tended  for  the  treatment  of  difeafe,  the  Royal 
Infirmary  and  Publ  c  Difpenfary  ;  of  the  fuc- 
cefs  attending  the  practice  of  medicine  at  thefe 
charities  ;  and  of  the  aftTociations  of  learned 
men,  for  the  improvement  of  medicine,  and 
medical  philofophy,  we  mufl  refer  our  rea¬ 
der  to  the  work  itfelf ;  as  any  proper  view  of 
them  could  not  be  comprehended  within  thofe 
bounds,  which  we  mu  ft  ncceffarily  prefcribe  to 
ourfelves  in  this  publication. 
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A  PraBlcal  \ Treatife  on  the.  Difeafes  of  the  Teeth , 
intended  as  a  Supplement  to  the  Natural  Hijlory 
of  thofe  '  Tarts .  By  John  Hunter,  Surgeon 
Extraordinary  to  the  King3  and  F.  R,  S*  4 to 9 
London.  1 


‘  the  Natural  Hiftory  of  the  Teeth,  alluded 


JL  m  to  in  the  title-page  of  this  work,  was 
publifhed  a  good  many  years  ago,  by  the  inge¬ 
nious  author  of  the  treatife  before  us ;  and  as 
that  publication  has  been  attentively  read  by 
almoft  every  practitioner,  we  do  not  think  it 
neceffary  to  give  any  account  of  it ;  nor  could 
we,  indeed,  with  any  propriety,  attempt  it ; 
as  that  work  appeared  before  the  publication 
of  thefe  Commentaries  was  begun. 

We  fhall  therefore  confine  our  prefent  ana- 
lyfis  to  the  treatife  now  offered  to  the  public  : 
but  we  think  proper  to  inform  our  readers, 
that  many  of  the  practical  remarks  contained 
in  it,  cannot  be  thoroughly  underftood  by  thofe 
who  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  perilling 
the  Natural  Hiftory  of  the  Teeth  ;  as  numer- 
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ous  references  neceffarily  occur  to  the  general 
dodtrines  inculcated  in  that  work. 

As  new  ideas  and  opinions  are  thrown  out 
by  Mr.  Hunter,  in  almoft  every  fcdtion  of  the 
book,  and  as  the  nature  of  our  undertaking 
prevents  us  from  giving  fuch  a  full  account  of 
different  works  as  on  forne  occafions  we  could 
wifh,  we  fhall,  in  the  firfl  place,  enumerate  the 
General  Contents  of  the  whole,  and  fhall  then 
prefent  our  readers  with  fome  of  our  author's 
obfervations  upon  the  different  fubjedts  treat¬ 
ed  of. 


Chap.  I.  Of  the  Difeafes  of  the  Teeth,  and 
the  Confequences  of  them. 

Sedt.  I,  Of  the  Decay  of  the  Teeth  arifing 
from  Rottennefs. 

Of  the  Symptoms  of  Inflammation^ 
and  of  flopping  of  the  Teeth. 
Sedt.  II.  Of  the  Decay  of  the  Teeth  by  De¬ 
nudation. 

Sect.  III.  Of  Swelling  of  the  Fang. 

Sedt.  IV.  Of  Gum  Boils. 

Sedt.  V.  Of  Excrefcences  from  the  Gum. 
Sedt.  VI.  Of  deeply  feated  Abfceffes  in  the 

Jaws. 

Sedt,  VII.  Of  Abfceffes  of  the  Antrum  Max- 
ill  a  re. 


Chap. 
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Chap.  II. 


Sed.  I. 

Sea.  II. 

Chap.  IV. 
Chap.  V. 

Chap.  VI. 
Chap.  VII. 


Chap.  VIII. 
Chap.  IX. 


Of  the  Difeafes  of  the  Alveolar 
Procefles,  and  theConfequences 
of  them.' 

Of  the  Scurvy  in  the  Gums*  vul¬ 
garly  fa  called. 

Of  Callous  Thickenings  of  the 
Gums. 

Of  the  nervous  Pains  in  the  Jaws. 

Of  the  Extraneous  Matter  upon 
the  Teeth. 

Of  the  Irregularity  of  the  Teeth. 

Of  Irregularities  between  the 
Teeth  and  Jaw,  of  fupernume- 
vary  Teeth. 

Of  the  Under  Jaw. 

Of  drawing  the  Teeth. 

Of  tranfplanting  Teeth. 

Of  the  State  of  the  Gums  and 
Sockets. 

Of  the  Age  of  the  Perfon  who 
is  to  have  the  Scion  Tooth. 

Of  the  Scion  Tooth. 

Of  replacing  a  found  Tooth 
svhen  drawn  by  midake. 

Of  tranfplanting  a  dead  Tooth. 

Of  the  immediate  Faflening  of 
a  tranfplanted  Tooth. 

Chap. 
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Chap.  X.  Of  Dentition. 

Of  the  Cure. 

Of  Cutting  the  Gums. 

Cafes. 

The  mod  common  difeafe  our  author  re¬ 
marks  to  which  the  teeth  are  expofed,  is  fuch 
a  decay  as  much  refembles  mortification  ;  but 
there  is  alfo,  he  fays,  fomething  more ;  for 
the  ftmple  death  of  the  part  would  produce 
but  little  effedt,  as  we  find  that  teeth  are  not 
fubjedf  to  putrefaction  after  death  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  he  is  led  to  fufpedt  that  during  life,  there 
is  fome  operation  going  on,  which  produces  a 
change  in  the  difeafed  part,  n 

Mortification,  he  obfqrves,  is  common  to 
every  part  of  the  body,  but  in  molt  other 
parts*  this  tendency  is  owing,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  to  the  conftitution,  which  being  correct¬ 
ed,  that  difpoiitk>n  ceafes  ;  but  here  the  difeafe 
is  local,  and,  as  fuch,  it  would  appear  we 
have  no  power  of  refitting  it. 

t 

Nature,  Mr.  Hunter  obferves,  feems,  in 
fome  meafure  to  have  coniiddred  the  teeth  as 

4 

aliens,  only  giving  them  nourifhment  while 
found  and  fit  for  fervice,  but  not  allowing 
them  when  difeafed  the  common  benefits  of 
that  fociety  in  which  they  are  placed.  They 

'  can- 
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cannot  exfoliate,  as  no  operations  go  on  in 
them  except  growth  ;  therefore,  if  any  part  be 
dead,  the  living  has  not  the  power  of  throw¬ 
ing  it  off  and  forming  an  external  furface  capa¬ 
ble  of  fupporting  itfelf  like  the  other  parts  of  the 
body.  Indeed  'if  they  had  fuch  a  power,  no 
good  purpofe  he  thinks  could  arife  from  it; 
for  a  piece  of  tooth,  limply  dead  is  almofi  as 
ufeful,  as  if  the  whole  was  living,  as  may  be 
feen  from  daily  obfervation. 

When  part  of  a  tooth  has  become  carious, 
without  occafioning  very  great  pain,  it  has 
been  a  common  practice  to  file  away  the  difeafed 
portion,  with  a  view  to  preferve  the  remaining 
found  parts  ;  Mr.  Hunter  would  rather  in  fuch 
cafes  advife  the  tooth  to  be  pulled  out,  and  oil 
being  boiled  fo  as  to  deflroy  any  life  that  may 
have  remained  in  it,  to  be  reftored  to  the 
focket.  This,  he  obferves,  prevents  any  farther 
decay  of  the  tooth,  which,  being  now  dead, 
cannot  be  adted  upon  by  any  difeafe,  and  can 
only  fuffer  chemically  or  mechanically.  When  - 
this  practice  fucceeds  it  anfwers  the  fame  end 
as  burning  the  nerve,  but  with  much  greater 
certainty. 

When  fpeaking  of  flopping  or  fluffing  of 
the  teeth,  it  frequently  happens,  Mr.  Hunter 

remarks. 


COMMENTARIES.  t8j 

remarks,  that  the  gold,  or  tin-foil,  made  ufe  of, 
cannot  be  got  to  remain  in  the  cavity  of  the 
fpoiled  tooth,  from  the  fize  and  figure  of  the 
external  opening  5  but  this,  he  obferves,  may 
frequently  be  obviated,  by  drilling  a  fniall 
hole  through  the  remaining  part  of  the  tooth, 
and  after  the  cavity  has  been  well  fluffed,  a 
fmall  peg  may  be  put  into  the  hole,  fo  as  to 
keep  in  the  lead  or  gold. 

The  fwelling  of  the  fang  is  a  difeafe,  which, 
in  any  other  bone,  would  be  called  fpina  ven- 
tofa ;  it  gives  confiderable  pain,  and  nothing 
can  be  feen  externally.  The  only  cure  as  yet 
known  is  extraction  of  the  tooth. 

In  gum  boils,  when  the  abfcefs  has  opened 
through  the  gum,  the  beff  method,  we  are 
told,  to  prevent  future  gatherings,  is  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  abfcefs  from  doling  up.  And  the  moil 
effectual  method  for  obtaining  this  end,  is  by 
extending  the  opening,  and  keeping  it  en¬ 
larged  till  the  whole  internal  furface  of  the  ab¬ 
fcefs  is  fkinned  over,  or  till  the  opening  in  the 
gum  lofes  the  difpofition  to  heal  up.  With 
a  view  more  effectually  to  detroy  this  difpofi¬ 
tion  in  the  fore,  aflringent,  cauflic  applica* 
tions  are  recommended.  Such  very  nice  treat¬ 
ment  is  not  neceffary  when  a  gum  boil  is 
Vol,  VI.  No.  22.  N  formed 
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formed  on  a  molar  is,  or  back- tooth,  as  when- 
it  happens  to  the  fore-tooth. 

From  bad  teeth  there  are'alfo  fometimes  ex- 
crefcences  arifing  at  once  cut  of  the  gum,  near, 
or  in  contact  with,  the  difeafed  tooth ;  rhefe 
have  often  fo  much  of  a  cancerous  appearance,* 
as  to  deter  furgeons  from  meddling  with  therm 
But  our  author  obferves,  that  when  they  arife 
at  once  from  the  gum,  and  appear  to  be  the 
only  difeafed  part,  they  have  no  malignant  dif- 
pofition. 

In  colledfions  of  matter  in  the  antrum  max- 
illare,  there  are  three  methods  by  which  the 
matter  may  be  difcharged,  viz.  by  perforating 
the  partition  between  the  antrum  and  the  nofe, 
by  drawing  the  firfl  or  fecond  grinder  of  the 
difeafed  fide,  and  perforating  the  partition  be¬ 
tween  the  root  of  the  alveolar  procefs  and  the 
antrum  ;  and,  laftly*  if  the  fore  part  of  the 
bone  has  been  deltroyed,  an  opening  may  be' 
made  on  the  infide  of  the  lip,  where  the  abfcefs 
moll  probably  will  be  felt.  Our  author  prefers 
the  opening  made  by  the  roots  of  the  teeth. 

In  nervous  pains  of  the  jaws,  that  is,  in  cafes 
of  tooth-ach,  where  no  external  affe&ion  of  the 
teeth  can  be  detected,  Peruvian  bark,  our  author 
obferves,  is  a  common  remedy  3  but  he  has  feeti 

cafes. 


Cafes,  be  tells  ns,  of  fome  years  landing, 
where  hemlock  has  fucceeded  when  bark  had 
no  effedt;  fea-bathing  too  is  much  recom¬ 
mended. 

When  fpeaking  of  irregularity  of  the  teeth, 
dur  author  obferves,  that  as  that  part  of  each 
jaw  which  holds  the  ten  fore-teeth,  is  exactly 
of  the  fame  fize  when  it  contains  thofe  of  the 
firfb  fet,  as  when  it  contains  thofe  of  the 
fecond ;  and  as  the  laft  occupy  a  much  larger 
fpace  than  the  firft,  in  fuch  cafes  the  fecond 
fet  are  obliged  to  Hand  very  irregularly. 
This  too  happens  much  oftner  in  the  upper 
jaw  than  the  lower,  becaufe  the  difference  of 
the  fize  of  the  two  fets  is  much  greater,  he 
remarks,  in  that  jaw. 

This  irregularity,  we  are  told,  is  obfe'rved 
almoffc  folely  in  the  incifores  and  cufpidati, 
for  they  are  the  only  teeth  which  are  larger 
than  their  predeceffors. 

The  bed  time  for  removing  thefe  irregular 
teeth,  our  author  obferves,  is  in  youth,  while 
the  jaws  have  an  adapting  difpofition  ;  for 
after  a  certain  time  they  do  not  fo  readily  fuit 
themfelves  to  the  irregularity  of  the  teeth. 
After  an  irregular  tooth  has  been  extracted, 
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the  next  objed  is  to  alter  the  dtuation  of  tht 
remaining  ones,  for  the  proper  pofition  of  which, 
room  is  then  allowed. 

As  the  operation  of  moving  the  teeth  is  by 
lateral  preffure  upon  their  bodies,  thefe  bodies 
mud  firH  have  palled  through  the  gums  diffi¬ 
dently  for  a  hold  to  be  taken.  This  preffure, 
in  general,  is  to  be  done  with  ligatures,  or 
plates  of  diver.  The  ligature  anfwers  bed 
when  it  is  only  required  to  bring  two  teeth, 
which  are  pretty  much  in  the  circle,  clofer  to¬ 
gether.  The  trouble  attending  this,  is  very 
trifling,  as  it  is  only  that  of  having  them  tied 
once  every  week  or  fortnight.  Where  teeth 
growing  out  of  the  circle  are  to  be  brought 
into  it,  curved  diver  plates,  of  a  proper  con- 
drudion,  are  recommended.  Thefe  are  gene¬ 
rally  made  to  ad  on  three  points,  two  dxed 
points  on  the  Handing  teeth,  and  the  third  on 
the  tooth  to  be  moved.  That  part  of  the 
plate  which  reds  on  the  two  Handing  teeth, 
muH  be  of  fufficient  length  for  that  purpofe, 
while  the  curved  part  is  fhort,  and  goes  on  the 
oppodte  dde  of  the  tooth  to  be  moved.  Its 
effeds  depend  very  much  on  the  attention  of 
the  patient,  who  muH  frequently  prefs  hard 
upon  it  with  the  teeth  of  the  oppodte  jaw,  fo 

that 
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rthat  this  method  is  much  more  troublefome  to 
the  patient  than  the  ligature. 

It  is  impoflible,  our  author  obferves,  to  give 
abfolute  directions  what  tooth  or  teeth  ought 
to  be  pulled  out ;  that  muft  be  left  to  the 
judgment  of  the  operator.  But  the  following 
general  hints  may  be  of  fervice. 

1  ft.  If  there  is  any  one  tooth  very  much 
out  of  the  row,  and  all  the  others  regular, 
that  tooth  may  be  removed,  and  the  two 
neighbouring  ones  brought  nearer  together. 

2.  If  there  are  two  or  more  teeth  of  the 
fame  fide  very  irregular,  (as,  for  inftance,  the 
fecond  incifor  and  cufpidatus)  and  it  appears 
to  be  of  no  confequence,  with  refpeCt  to  re¬ 
gularity,  which  of  them  is  removed,  we  are 
advifed  to  extraCt  the  fartheft  back  of  the  two, 
viz.  the  cufpidatus,  becaufe,  if  there  fhould 
be  any  fpace  not  filled  up,  where  the  other 
is  brought  into  the  row,  it  will  not  be  fo  rea- 

o 

dily  feen. 

3.  If  the  above  mentioned  two  teeth  are 
not  in  the  circle,  but  ftill  not  far  out  of  it, 
and  yet  there  is  not  room  for  both,  in  fuch  a 
cafe  the  extraction  of  the  bicufpis  is  recom¬ 
mended,  although  it  fhould  be  perfectly  in 
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the  row,  bec^ufe  the  two  others  will  then  be 
eafily  brought  into  the  circle  ;  and  if  there  is 
any  fpace  left,  it  will  be  fo  far  back  as  not  to 
be  at  all  obfervable. 

When  fpeaking  of  tranfplanting  teeth,  Mr, 
Hunter  obferves,  that  as  this  operation  is  very 
iimilar  to  the  ingrafting  of  trees,  he  thought 
the  term  feion  might  be  transferred  from  gar¬ 
dening  to  furgery,  and  accordingly  the  toqth 
to  be  tranfplanted  he  terms  the  feion  tooth. 

This  tooth,  he  remarks,  fhould  be  a  full 
grown  young  tooth  ;  young,  becaufe  the  prin-? 
ciple  of  life  and  union  is  much  ftronger  in 
fuch  than  in  old  ones.  The  few  teeth  fhould 
likewife  be  perfectly  found,  and  taken  from  a 
mouth  which  has  the  appearance  of  that  of  a  per- 
fon  found  and  healthy.  Our  author  obferves, 
however,  that  he  does  not  think  it  poffible  to 
tranfplant  an  infedion  of  any  kind  from  the 
circulating  juices ;  although  we  know,  from  ex¬ 
perience,  that  it  may  be  done  by  a  matter  fe- 
creted  from  them. 

When  a  found  tooth  has  been  drawn  by 
miflake,  or  when  a  tooth  has  been  beat  out  by 
violence,  it  is  recommended  to  replace  them. 
The  fooner  the  tooth  is  put  into  its  place  the 
better ;  but  the  attempt  may  be  made,  we  are 

told. 
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told,  even  twenty-four  hours  after  the  acci- 

* 

dent,  or  as  long  as  the  focket  will  receive  the 
tooth,  which  may  be  for  fome  days,  Mr, 
Hunter  is  of  opinion,  that  when  the  trans¬ 
plantation  of  teeth  is  attended  with  fuccefs, 
that  a  living  union  is  formed  between  the 
teeth  and  focket,  and  that  nourifhment  is 
thereby  conveyed  to  the  teeth  from  the  parts 
into  which  they  are  inferred.  This  opinion, 
he  thinks,  is  rendered  indifputable,  from  the 
following  fadts.  iff  They  Hill  continue  to 
preferve  their  colour,  which  is  very  different 
from  that  of  a  dead  tooth ;  for  a  living  tooth 
has  a  degree  of  tranfparency,  while  a  dead 
one  is  of  an  opaque  chalky  white, 

\ 

2.  There  are  inftances  of  their  becoming 
painful,  and  otherwife  difeafed,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  original  living  teeth  ;  and,  thirdly* 
what  puts  the  matter  beyond  a  doubt,  is,  that 
a  living  tooth,  when  tranfplanted  into  fome 
living  part  of  an  animal  retains  its  life,  and 
the  veffels  of  the  animal  come  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  the  tooth,  as  is  fhewn  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  experiments, 

A  found  tooth  was  taken  from  a  perfonas 
head,  and  a  pretty  deep  wound  being  made 
with  a  lancet  into  the  thick  part  of  a  cock’s 
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comb,  the  fang  of  the  tooth  was  preffed  into 
the  wound,  and  was  properly  fecured  by  threads 
pa{fed  through  other  parts  of  the  comb.  The 
cock  was  killed  fome  months  thereafter,  and 
the  head  being  injedfed  with  a  Very  minute  in¬ 
jection,  the  comb  was  then  taken  off,  and  put 
into  a  weak  acid  ;  by  means  of  this  the  tooth 
being  foftened,  the  comb  and  it  were  flit  into 
halves  in  the  long  direction  of  the  tooth.  The 
veffels  of  the  tooth  were  found  well  injedted, 
and  it  was  alfo  obferved  that  the  external 
furface  of  the  tooth  adhered  every  where  to 
the  comb,  by  veffels  fimilar  to  the  union  of 
a  tooth  with  the  gum  and  focket. 

Our  author  here  thinks  it  right  to  remark, 
that  this  experiment  does  not  generally  fu ex¬ 
ceed,  as  it  anfwered  only  once  with  him,  out 
of  a  meat  number  of  trials. 

o 

Mr.  Hunter,  after  giving  an  accurate  ac¬ 
count  of  the  various  fymptoms  which  accom¬ 
pany  dentition,  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that 
opiates  and  all  the  ufual  palliatives  are  not  to 
be  depended  on  ;  and  that  cutting  the  gums 
above  the  approaching  teeth,  is  the  only  cer¬ 
tain  remedy. 


A  vul- 
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A  vulgar  prejudice,  he  obferves,  prevails 
againft  this  practice,  from  an  obje&ion,  that 
If  the  gum  is  lanced  fo  early  as  to  admit  of  a 
reunion,  the  cicatrifed  part  will  be  harder 
than  the  original  gum,  and  therefore  the  tooth 
will  find  more  difficulty  in  palling,  and  give 
more  pain. 

But  this,  he  fays,  is  contrary  to  fadt;  as 
we  find  all  parts  which  have  been  the  feat, 
either  of  wounds  or  fores,  are  always  more 
ready  to  give  way  to  preffure,  or  any  other 
difeafe  which  attacks  either  the  part  itfelf, 
or  the  conflitution.  Therefore  each  operation 
tends  to  make  the  paffing  of  the  teeth  eafier. 
Mr.  Hunter  has  had  occafion  to  perform  the 
operation  above  ten  times,  upon  the  fame 
teeth,  where  difagreeable  fymptoms  had  re¬ 
curred  fo  often,  and  every  time  with  the  ab¬ 
solute  removal  of  the  diforder. 
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I. 

A  remarkable  Cafe  of  the  morbid  Rffedis  of  Light¬ 
ning  fuccefsfully  treated.  By  Dr.  Thomas  Fow¬ 
ler,  Phyfician  at  Stafford.  Communicated  to 
Dr.  Duncan. 

T Hough  it  muft  be  granted,  that  thofe 
perfons  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be 
violently  affedted  by  lightning,  or  the  dif- 

r 

charge  of  the  eledtric  matter  from  the  clouds, 
are,  in  general,  either  immediately  deftroyed, 
or  foon  perfectly  reftored  ;  yet  we  find  many 
inftances  of  their  only  obtaining  a  partial  re¬ 
covery,  and  remaining  for  fome  time  afflidfed 

with 
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with  a  variety  of  troublefome  complaints.  Va¬ 
rious,  however,  as  thefe  complaints  may  ap¬ 
pear  at  firft  fight,  I  think  we  may  with  pro* 
priety  refer  them  (with  very  few  exceptions) 
to  two  general  morbid  conditions  of  the  body, 
viz.  either  to  a  defed  of  nervous  energy,  ot¬ 
to  an  increafed  adion  of  the  vafcular  fydem. 

The  fird  feems  to  arife  from  the  violence  of 
the  diock  of  the  eledric  matter  upon  the 
nerves,  inducing  in  them  fuch  a  degree  of  col- 
lapfe,  as  permanently  to  diminifh  the  ufual  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  nervous  energy,  and  implies 
that  morbid  condition  of  the  nerves,  which  is 
undoubtedly  the  foundation  of  all  paralytic  af- 
fedions. 

The  latter  feems  to  arife  from  the  nervous 
energy  being  lefs  injured,  whild  yet  the  fhock 
is  confiderable  enough  to  induce  a  date  of  ex¬ 
citement,  or  increafed  adion  of  the  vafcular 
fydem.  Hence  arifes  topical  inflammations, 
either  with,  or  without,  febrile  fymptoms,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  violence  and  extent  of  the  in* 
jury. 

This,  I  apprehend,  will  be  allowed  to  be  a 
nfeful  pradical  didindion,  bccaufe  paralytic 
afledions  certainly  indicate  tonics ;  and  fti- 
mulant,  and  inflammatory  ones,  relaxants, 
and  fedatives. 


.  I  -  ' 
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It  muft  however  be  granted,  that  It  is  mucii 
lefs  in  our  power  to  reftore  nervous  energy, 
when  morbidly  diminifhed,  than  to  leffen  the 
Increafed  vafcular  adtion  of  an  inflamed  part,, 
or  to  moderate  the  reaction  of  the  fyftem 
from  inflammatory  excitement,  and  therefore 
the  effects  of  the  latter  will  be  much  more 
eonfpicuous  and  fuccefsful,  than  thofe  of  the 
former.  A  ftriking  example  of  this  I  beg 
leave  to  relate  in  the  following  cafe  of  topicaj 
inflammation. 

About  feven  o’clock  of  the  afternoon  of  the 
nth  of  July,  1777,  I  vifited  a  Cow-keeper?  in 
Walingate,  in  the  city  of  York,  aged  22,  of  a 
ftrong  healthy  conftitution,  and  found  him 
affedted  with  the  following  fymptoms.  He 
complained  of  a  diftradting  pain  in  his  fore¬ 
head,  with  fome  pain  in  his  ears  from  the 
flighted  noife ;  he  complained  alfo  of  a  con- 
flant  pungent  fenfation  in  both  his  eyes,  as  if 

■r  * 

containing  (to  ufe  his  own  expreflion)  burning 
allies,  accompanied  with  violent  pangs  {hoot¬ 
ing  from  his  forehead  in  the  diredfion  of  the 
optic  nerves,  and  which  came  on  in  paroxyfms, 
almoft  every  minute.  His  face  appeared  red, 
and  on  forcing  open  his  eye-lids,  both  eyes 
appeared  quite  bloodfhot,  the  tears  guflflng 

out, 
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Out,  and  totally  incapable  of  bearing  the  light* 
His  pulfe  was  full  and  ffrong,  but  not  quicker 
than  natural,  he  was  in  fome  degree  affected 
with  naufea,  his  extremities  were  cold,  and  his 
belly  bound. 

A  little  after  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
being  in  perfect  health,  he  and  his  fervant 
girl,  with  their  milk  pails,  went  towards  the 
cow  pafture,  and  it  came  on  a  fform  of  thun¬ 
der  and  lightning.  When  they  had  got  about 
a  mile  from  home,  they  both,  in  the  fame  in- 
ffant,  fell  proflrate  on  the  ground,  in  a  ffate  of 
infenfibiliry.  The  girl  foon  came  to  herfelf, 
and  feeing  her  mailer  lie  on  the  ground  ap¬ 
parently  dead,  ran  away  for  fome  a fli fiance, 
in  order  to  bring  him  home,  which,  after  fome 
delay,  was  accomplifhed  about  fix  o’clock;  when 
being  laid  upon  his  bed,  he  began  to  come  to 
himfelf,  having  been  for  an  hour  and  a  half 
in  an  apople&fic  ffate.  However  he  had  now 
confiderably  recovered  his  intellects,  and  a  fenfe 
of  his  complaints  feemed  to  increafe  upon  him 
in  proportion  as  he  recovered  his  fenfibility. 

It  was  obferved  he  had  vomited  a  quantity 
of  phlegm,  and  other  contents,  upon  the  ground 
where  he  lay,  and  had  alfo  loft  fome  blood, 

appa- 
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apparently  from  his  noftrils;  for  it  was  faicl 
not  to  be  mixed  with  the  contents  from  his  do- 
mach;  and  on  my  examining  his  head  and 
face,  although  the  latter  was  bloody,  no  exter¬ 
nal  injury  was  vifible. 

Neither  he  nor  his  fervant  girl  were  the 
lead  confcious  of  the  droke  from  the  eledtric 
matter,  although  they  both  recolledt  the  thun¬ 
der  and  lightning  being  very  violent,  jud  when 
they  arrived  near  the  place  where  the  accident 
happened. 

About  fix  o’clock  a  quantity  of  blood  was 
taken  from  his  arm,  by  my  advice ;  but  as  yet 
it  had  given  no  check  to  the  inflammatory 
fymptoms. 

I  ordered,  for  the  prefent,  that  a  common 
glvder  of  milk,  fugar,  and  fait,  fhould  be  given 
immediately,  in  order  to  remove  codivenefs; 
alfo  that  a  crowd  of  attendants,  whom  curio- 
fity  had  brought  together,  fhould  be  difinifTed, 
the  room  darkened,  and  the  antiphlogidic  re¬ 
gimen  dridtly  obferved. 

About  nine  o’clock  the  fame  evening,  he  had 
a  copious  dool  from  the  glyder,  by  which  the 
painful  fymptoms  feemed  rather  relieved,  for 
a  fhort  time ;  but  foon  after  they  became  much 

worfe. 


toorfe,  the  patient  declaring  himfelf  more  dif¬ 
fracted  than  ever.  His  pulfe  was  full  and  throng* 
I  ordered  the  following  remedies.,  Quam  pri- 
mum  applicentur  hirudines  vi.  temporibus  & 
repetatur  enema  domeiticum  hac  nofte, 

July  1 2.  The  glyfter  procured  another  ftool  3 
and  the  bleeding  from  the  leeches  was  fo  con- 
liderable,  that  it  did  not  flop  till  live  o?clock 
this  morning.  About  an  hour  after  which  the 
fillet  by  accident  becoming  loofe,  his  arm  bled 
again,  fo  that  he  loll  a  very  confiderable  quan¬ 
tity  of  blood,  by  which  means  the  inflamma¬ 
tory  fymptoms  of  both  head  and  eyes  were 
much  relieved  during  the  night,  and  are  at 
prefent  very  fupportable.  His  eyes,  however* 
are  ftill  very  much  blood-lhct  and  inflamed, 
his  pulfe  foft  and  rather  quick.  Capiat  fta- 
tim  Salis  Glauberi  uncias  duas  in  q.  f.  aqua 
ferrent-is  foluti  <k  R  extradfi  Saturni  gut.  xiu 
aq.  fontans  gii.  mifce  pro  collyrio,  fepe  indie 
oculi  adhibendo.  Continuatur  regimen. 

July  13.  The  falts  operated  very  bfifkly, 
producing  more  than  a  dozen  ftools,  and  with 
relief  to  his  pains.  Bloodfhot  appearance  in 
his  eyes  rather  lefs,  and  he  flumbered  a  little 
in  the  night.  Pulfe  much  the  fame  as  ye- 
fterday  :  eontinuenter  regimen  St  collyrium. 
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'  July  14.  Had  fome  little  Number  in  the 
night,  and  the  pains  in  his  head  and  eyes  Con¬ 
tinue  leffening  :  he  has  had  no  ftool  iince  the 
1 2th.'  Pulfe  more  natural,  appetite  rather  re¬ 
turning.  Cap.  ftatim  Sal.  Glaub.  fefcunciani 
more  folito. 

July  1 5.  Salts  operated  freely,  and  he  feemed 
fenfibly  relieved  by  their  operation,  and  Num¬ 
bered  for  the  fore  part  of  the  night ;  but  to¬ 
wards  the  morning  the  fhooting  pains  returned 
again  into  his  head  and  eyes,  and  arc  at  pre- 
fent  fome  what  fevere  :  pulfe  alfo  rather  hard. 
Statim  applicentur  hirudines  fex,  pone  aures ; 
continuentur  regimen  &  collyrium. 

July  16.  There  was  a  free  difcharge  of 
blood  from  the  leeches  for  fix  hours,  and 
with  fo  much  advantage,  that  he  got  fome 
natural  reft  this  laft  night,  for  the  firft 
time.  Pains  and  bloodfhot  much  abated. 
He  complains  of  confiderable  lofs  of  ftrength, 
and  that  the  fhutting  of  a  door  haftily  throws 
him  into  tremor  and  palpitations.  Pulfe  72. 
regular,  foft,  and  weak;  has  had  no  ftool  fince 
the  14th.  Cap.  Sails  Glauberi  unciam  ftatim 
more  folito  ;  continuentur  regimen  &  colly¬ 
rium. 

July 
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July  17th.  The  falts  operated  well,  he  flept 
tolerably  found  in  the  night.  Shooting  pains 
in  his  eyes  quite  gone,  and  the  pains  in  his 
head  changed  into  a  fenfe  of  forenefs,  on  mo¬ 
tion  ;  appetite  fenlibly  better ;  nervous  tremor 
and  pulfe  much  the  fame  as  yelterday.  Repe- 
tatur  collyrium.  Let  him  gradually  return  to 
his  former  diet,  but  ufe  no  fermented  liquors, 

July  19.  He  continues  better,  his  appetite 
is  good.  Pqlfe  regular  and  lefs  weak:  he  finds 
himfelf  gather  ftrength,  and  the  nervous  tre¬ 
mors  are  lefs  troublefome,  but  his  eyes  conti¬ 
nue  weak  and  watery.  Repetatur  collyrium® 
Let  him  now  enjoy  full  diet,  fermented  liquors 
alone  excepted. 

July  21.  His  appetite  continues  good,  he  is 
fenfibly  ftronger,  and  has  no  complaints,  but 
of  weaknefs  of  his  eyes :  keeps  regular  with 
refpedt  to  (tools.  Continuentur  regimen  and 
collyrium. 

July  23.  He  recovers  ftrength  very  faft. 

July  25.  Has  catched  cold,  and  thereby  in¬ 
flamed  his  eyes.  Applic.  Veficat.  nuch^e,  hora 
decubitus. 

July  28.  The  blifter  difcharged  well,  and 
foon  relieved  his  ophthalmia  :  continues  to  re¬ 
cover  ftrength. 
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Auguft  2.  His  eyes  are  quite  free  from  in~ 
flammation,  but  continue  rather  weak  and 
watery ;  he  has  now  very  nearly  recovered 
his  natural  ftrength  of  body,  and  firmnefs  of 
nerves. 

Auguft  5.  He  thinks  he  has  now  recovered 
his  former  vigour  of  conftitution,  or  thereabout; 
and  is  totally  free  from  complaints,  excepting 
watery  eyes. 

Thus  we  have  given  a  particular  hiftory  of 
the  cafe,  and  think  the  following  eircumftances 
merit  feme  notice. 

1.  That  after  a  ftate  of  apoplexy,  or  collapfe 
of  the  nervous  fyftem,  for  an  hour  and  a  half, 
we  found  fymptoms  of  the  mo  ft  violent  ex¬ 
citement  had  taken  place,  even  fuch  as  confti- 
tute  a  confiderable  part  of  the  character  of 
phrenids,  or  inflammation  of  the  brain,  viz. 
pain  of  the  head,  rednefs  of  the  face  and  eyes, 
and  an  incapacity  of  bearing  light  and  found* 
fee.  Dolor  capitis,  rubor  faciei  et  oculorum; 
lucis  &  foni  intolerantia,  &c. 

2,  That  the  urgency  of  fymptoms  required 
fach  liberal  evacuations  (the  lofs  of  bood  alone, 
by  eftimation,  being  near  50  ounces)  as  to  in¬ 
duce  a  confiderable  degree  of  debility,  from 
which,  and  the  more  immediate  effects  of  the 
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dearie  fhock  upon  the  fyftem,  the  nerves  of  a 
healthy  flrong  man  became  as  fufceptible  of 
tremors  from  the  opening  of  a  door,  as  thofe 
of  a  delicate  hyflerical  woman. 

3.  That  in  nineteen  days  after  (viz.  from  the 
17th  of  July  to  the  5th  of  Auguft),  by  the  ufe  1 
of  his  wonted  diet,  and  the  remains  of  ftrong 
afSmilating  powers,  the  patient  had  recovered 
his  former  vigour  of  conflitution  and  firmnefs 
of  nerves. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  mull  be  acknowleged 
that  the  cafe  turned  out  lingular  in  feveral  re- 
fpedts,  and  we  hope  not  wholly  unufeful  in 
point  of  practice. 

For  although  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
propriety  of  the  antiphlogiftic  treatment,  when¬ 
ever  the  morbid  effe&s  of  lightening  are  found 
to  be  of  the  inflammatory  kind  ;  yet  this 
example  may  ferve  to  fhew,  to  what  extent 
the  treatment  may  be  fuccefsfully  carried,  when 
fymptoms  are  highly  urgent. 
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$he  Hijlory  of  a  Cafe  of  obfruBed  Secretion  of 
Urine .  By  Dr.  John  Clarke,  Phyfician  at 

Neivcajlle. 

MR.  H.aged  50,  of  a  corpulent  habit,  for¬ 
merly  fubjedt  to  fevere  nephritic  pa- 

C' 

roxyfms,  and  who  at  different  times  had  voided 
feveral  fmall  ftones  by  the  urethra,  on  the  22 d 

J  V  —  ‘ 

of  May  1776  was  feized  with  a  pain  on  the 
region  of  the  kidneys,  and  on  the  left  fide  of 
the  abdomen.  He  was  lick  at  flomach,  vo¬ 
mited  frequently,  was  feverifh,  coftive,  and 
had  no  defire  to  make  urine.  Continuing  in 
this  way  reillefs  and  pained,  though  to  no  great 
degree,  he  took  a  dofe  of  falts  and  fome  quack 
medicines. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  at  jo  o’clock  in  the 
forenoon,  I  was  defired  to  vifit  him  ;  I  found 
him  anxious  and  re  file  fs.  He  had  an  inclina¬ 
tion  to  vomit,  complained  of  a  dull  pain  on 
the  fmall  of  the  back,  and  had  flight  twitches 
along  the  courfe  of  the  ureters.  His  pulfe  was 
full,  and  beat  only  80  pulfations  in  a  minute  * 
he  had  fweated  none,  but  had  fome  feverifh 
heat  and  thirfl ;  his  belly  was  regular  ;  he  had 

no 
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no  motion  to  make  urine,  neither  had  he  void- 
ed  a  fingle  drop  for  five  days  paft.  No  ful- 
tiefs  could  be  felt  above  the  pubis,  and  he  had 
no  uneafinefs  when  the  region  of  the  bladder 
was  preffed.  Sixteen  ounces  of  fizy  blood 
were  taken  from  his  arm.  ''Warm  fomenta¬ 
tions,  and  a  camphorated  liniment  were  or¬ 
dered  to  be  applied  frequently  to  the  fmall  of 
the  back,  and  along  the  courfe  of  the  ureter. 
A  turpentine  clyfter  was  directed,  and  emulfio 
Arabica,  with  nitre,  for  common  drink.  In 
the  evening  he  was  rather  eafier,  but  having 
made  no  urine,  the  clyfter  was  ordered  to  be 
repeated  ;  and  a  dofe  of  falts  and  manna,  difi* 
folved  in  whey,  was  directed  to  be  given  in  the 
morning. 

On  the  27th,  he  had  a  flight  hiccup.  He 
had  feveral  loofe  {tools,  but  the  obftrudtion  of 
urine  dill  continued.  He  went  into  the  warm 
bath  at  12  o'clock.  His  pulfe  being  full, 
12  ounces  of  blood  were  taken,  and  as  he  was 
very  reftlefs,  a  draught  with  Sal.  Diuret.  and 
Tindt.  Theb.  was  ordered  at  bed-time. 

On  the  28th,  he  was  very  reftlefs,  andattimes 
comatofe  in  the  night.  This  morning  he  la¬ 
boured  under  inexpreflible  inquietude,  though 
he  complained  of  no  pain ;  his  eyes  were  ex- 

O  3  ceedingly 
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ccedingly  dull ;  he  had  Hill  no  tenfion  above 
the  pubis;  no  inclination  to  make  urine;  nei¬ 
ther  had  his  perfpiration  any  urinous  fmell. 
The  warm  bath  was  again  ordered,  as  he  found 
temporary  eafe  from  the  former ;  and  two 
fpoonfuls  of  the  camphorated  emulfion  were 
prefcribed  every  three  hours.  In  the  after¬ 
noon,  he  made  fome  drops  of  urine  without 
any  pain  ;  at  fix  in  the  evening  Dr.  Rotheram 
joined  me  in  confultation.  We  found  our  pa¬ 
tient  fenfible,  though  inclinable  to  dofe.  His 
pulfe  being  full,  iz  ounces  of  blood  were 
drawn  from  his  arm,  which  was  Hill  bufFy„ 
The  turpentine  clyfter,  and  anodyne  draught 
were  directed  to  be  continued,  and  a  cupful  of 
decoction  of  Parietaria,  with  nitre,  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  taken  every  four  hours. 

On  the  29th,  he  was  more  comatofe,  and 
his, pulfe  began  to  fink;  in  the  morning  he 
had  made  a  fpoonful  of  urine,  which  refem- 
bled  ferum,  and  which  had  neither  fmell  nor 
tafie.  The  catheter  was  this  day  introduced, 
but  the  bladder  was  found  to  be  empty.  At 
night  the  coma  encreafed,  his  face  was  con- 
vulfed,  he  had  frequent  hiccup  and  fubfultus 
tendinum.  A  bolus,  with  Sal  Succini  and  ni¬ 
tre,  was  given  at  bed-time,  waftiing  it  down 
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with  two  fpoonfuls  of  the  camphorated  emul¬ 

sion. 

On  the  30th;  at  nine  in  the  morning,  his  pulfe 
intermitted,  his  eyes  were  gloffy,  and  he  was 
infeniible.  The  convulsions  became  more 
violent,  and  he  expired  at  one  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon.  Soon  after  death,  his  face.,  neck, 
and  bread,  became  emphyfematous  and  livid, 
and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  blood  ilfued 
from  the  nofe  and  mouth. 

Having  wkh  great  difficulty  obtained  leave, 
the  body  was  opened  next  day  by  Mr.  Leigh¬ 
ton,  Upon  dividing  the  integuments  of  the 
sbelly,  we  found  the  cellular  membrane  loaded 
with  fat  above  an  inch  and  a  half  thick.  There 
was  tal;fo  a  very  great  accumulation  of  fat  iji 
the  omentum,  and  upon  both  kidneys,  each 
of  which,  at  a  moderate  computation,  would 
have  weighed  a  pound.  In  the  pelvis  of  the 
right  kidney  was  found  a  considerable  quantity 
of  gravel,  and  the  right  ureter,  about  the 
middle,  was  totally  obRrudied  by  a  Rone  of 
the  fize  and  Shape  of  a  horfe-bean.  The  por¬ 
tion  betwixt  this  part  and  the  kidney  was  al- 
moft  entirely  filled  up  with  fand.  The  left 
kidney  appeared  inflamed,  and  approaching  to 
a  gangrenous  Rate.  In  its  pelvis  were  found 
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fome  gravel,  and  a  ftone  of  the  fize  and  the 
figure  of  an  almond  ;  and  the  ureter  about  the 
middle,  was  diftended  with  a  (lone  of  a  conical 
fhape,  refembling  in  figure  and  fize  the  laft 
phalanx  of  the  little  finger.  Above  this  ob* 
flrudhion,  and  below  the  kidney,  a  frnall  quan- 
tity  of  ferous  fluid  was  depofited,  and  about 
a  fpoonful  and  a  half  of  a  fimilar  fluid,  with¬ 
out  any  urinous  fmell,  in  the  pelvis  of  both 
kidneys.  The  bladder  was  quite  empty,  but 
appeared  perfectly  found,  and  contained  a 
fmooth  oval  flone  which  weighed  upwards  of 
three  drachms. 


III, 

the  Hiftory  of  a  fwgular  Affection  of  Refpiration f 
with  an  Account  of  the  Appearances  on  Diffettion3 
by  Dr .  Seguin  Henry  Jackfon,  Phyfician  m 
London . 

JK,  get.  42,  a  married  woman,  was  ad- 
•  nutted  on  the  2d  of  April  into  the  cli* 
nical  ward  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  at  Edin¬ 
burgh,  when  I  had  the  honour  of  officiating 
as  affifiant  to  the  clinical  phyficians.  About 
three  years  before  that,  ffie  became  affe&ed 

with 
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with  a  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  pain  about 
the  region  of  the  ftomach,  and  in  the  left  fide 
immediately  below  the  fhort  ribs ;  thefe  com¬ 
plaints  continued  for  about  three  months,  and 
were  carried  off  by  taking  fume  medicines. 

She  continued  free  of  fuch  complaints  till 
about  half  a  year  before  her  admifiion  into  the 
hofpital,  when  file  was  again  feized  with 
dyfpnoea,  which  came  on  in  a  gradual  manner, 
attended  with  a  fenfe  of  opprefiion  about  the 
pr^cordia,  but  no  pain  in  the  fide.  With 
no  other  complaint  but  this  difficulty  of 
breathing  fhe  continued  to  be  diflreffed  for 
about  two  months,  gradually  becoming  worfe 
and  worfe,  and  then  fhebecame  alfoaffedted  with 
erudlations  of  wind  from  her  fiomach,  arifing 
in  confiant  fuccefiion,  and  attended  with  a 
croaking  noife. 

At  the  time  of  her  admittance  into  the 
Royal  Infirmary  her  complaints  were  very  fe- 
vere. 

p 

She  would  then  frequently  complain  of  pain 
in  different  parts  of  the  thorax ;  one  while  in 
the  region  of  the  liver,  or  in  that  part  of  the 
diaphragm  connected  with  it,  particularly 
when  prefied  by  the  hand,  or  when  the  eruc¬ 
tation  was  feverc  $  another  while  in  the  left 
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fide;  and  again,  at  other  times,  in  the  back, 
feemingly  in  the  courfe  of  the  diaphragm ;  Ihe 
was  alfo  much  affe&ed  at  times  with  palpita¬ 
tion  of  the  heart. 

The  eruCtations  of  wind  were  very  frequent, 
and  generally  relieved  the  dyfpncea,  but  a  fenfe 
of  fufFocation  remained  a  fhort  time  after  the 
belching. 

A  condant  croaking  noife  attended  her  re- 
fpiration,  but  was  mod;  confiderable  when  the 
erruCtations  came  on.  After  any  furprize  her 
fpeech  was  flopt,  and  the  eruCtations  of  wind 
were  increafed.  She  was  fenfible  of  a  flrait* 
nefs  in  her  cheft,  particularly  in  dooping,  and 
of  a  condriCtion  in  her  throat ;  her  abdomen 
appeared  tumified  but  without  fluctuation,  and 
rather  tympanitic.  Her  face  was  in  general 
flufhed,  and  fhe  would  fometimes  complain  of 
a  heat  riling  in  her  ftomach,  and  in  the  palms 
of  her  hands ;  ihe  had  been  much  troubled 
with  head-acb,  but  never  with  hyfteric  fits. 
Her  puife  was  always  above  the  natural  ftand- 
ard,  fometimes  up  to  1 20.  Her  tongue  clean, 
her  belly  in  general  bound,  appetite  change¬ 
able,  no  third,  menfes  had  appeared  only  once 
for  three  years  pad.  She  afligned  no  caufe  for 
her  complaints,  but  dud  Ihe  had  lived  in  a 
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damp  houfe,  and  had  undergone  confiderable 
vexation. 

After  having  remained  in  the  Infirmary  fome 
weeks,  (he  was  difmifled  much  relieved,  hav¬ 
ing  been  feveral  times  bled,  and  having  ufed 
either,  bark.  See.  When  blood  was  drawn, 
it  was  always  covered  with  a  buffy  coat.  f  Two 
or  three  weeks  after  her  difmifiion,  I  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  feeing  her  at  her  own  habitation, 
and  found  her  in  a  melancholy  fituation,  hey 
former  complaints  having  again  returned  with 
Hill  greater  feverity.  The  f  ate  of  refpiration 
was  then  as  follows ;  on  infpiration  fhe  was 
fenfible  of  a  refinance  to  the  entrance  of  the 
air,  at  the  anterior  part  of  the  neck.  At  the 
fame  time  a  found  was  produced  difficult  to  be 
deferibed,  but  barfh,  croaking,  and  fometimes 
would  very  much  relemble  that  attending  the 
croup  ;  fhe  was  alfo  fenfible,  on  infpiration,  of 
her  flomach’s  fwelling,  and  particularly  fo 
when  fhe  w'as  without  flays. 

At  the  end  of  infpiration  fhe  uttered  her 
language  diftin&ly,  but  only  for  a  fhort  time  ; 
for  when  expiration  fucceeded  fine  erudtated  a 
great  quantity  of  wind  from  herflomach.  She 
did  not  now  complain  of  any  wind  rifing  from 
her  bowels,  though  the  abdomen  was.  rather 
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With  this  condition  of  refpiration  fhe  was 
continually  troubled,  and  complained  of  no¬ 
thing  elfe  but  a  pain  at  the  pit  of  her  flomach. 

As  venefedfion  feemed  formerly  to  have 
done  her  fervice,  and  as  fhe  was  herfelf  de- 
firous  of  it,  twelve  ounces  of  blood  were  taken 
from  her  arm,  but  it  did  not  afford  her  even 
temporary  relief,  and  it  was  not  again  re- 

She  took  frequent  dofes  of  liquid  laudanum 
and  fpirit.  Corn.  Cerv.  equal  parts,  for  about  a 
week,  but  without  the  flighted:  relief,  though 
fome  degree  of  drowfinefs  was  produced ;  fhe 
was  alfo  blidered  at  the  ffomach.  From  the 
inutility  of  thefe  remedies,  I  began  to  fufpedt 
fome  organic  affedfion  as  the  caufe  of  her  trou¬ 
ble,  and  defpaired  of  doing  her  any  fervice. 
Her  ftrength  began  to  fail  her  fad ;  fhe  could 
fleep  none  from  the  difficulty  of  refpiration ; 
and  in  a  few  days,  quite  worn  out,  fhe  died. 

I  had  the  good  fortune  to  infpedt  the  body 
after  death,  and  met  with  the  following  fa- 
tisfadfory  condition  of  the  pneumonic  organs. 

The  aperture  of,  and  the  paffage  through 
the  larynx,  below  its  ventricles  or  linuffes, 
were  fo  much  diminiffied  from  the  natural  fize, 
that  it  would  with  difficulty  admit  a  fix-pencc, 
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no  more  of  the  paflage  remaining  than  a  nar¬ 
row  flit  fufficient  for  that  purpofe. 

This  diminution  of  the  paflage  feemed  to  be 
owing  to  a  thickening  of  the  membrane  lining 
the  larynx,  and  it  was  fo  firm  that  it  required 
much  force  to  make  the  point  of  the  fore-finger 
pafs  between  the  edges  of  the  afore  mentioned 
.flit. 

The  edges  of  the  ventricles  were  alfo  thicker 
than  natural ;  none  of  the  mufcles  moving 
them  could  be  diftinCtly  traced. 

The  trachea  was  natural,  but  the  lungs  were 
quite  collapfed  and  free  of  air,  containing  little 
more  than  a  frothy  fluid ;  fo  that  their  bulk 
was  very  inconfiderable,  and  the  cavity  of  the 
thorax  thereby  to  appearance  empty. 

The  fuperior  furface  of  the  diaphragm  was 
ilightly  inflamed,  particularly  at  its  connection 
with  the  mediafiinum. 

The  thyroide  gland  was  alfo  confiderably* 
larger  than  natural,  and  divided  into  two 
large  lobes,  one  on  each  fide  of  the  trachea. 
There  was  no  appearance  of  inflammation 
about  either  the  larynx,  thyroide  gland,  or 

trachea. 

* 

The  following  queftions  naturally  prefent 
themfelves,  from  the  event  of  this  diflc&ion. 

1.  Does 


1.  Does  not  the  preternatural  condition  of 
the  larynx  account  fufficiently  for  the  flatu¬ 
lence  of  the  ilomach.  For,  may  not  the  air, 
from  the  refiftance  it  met  with  at  the  larynx, 
have  been  partly  forced  to  make  its  way  into 
the  ilomach  ? 

The  phoenomena  of  this  affedlion  render  it 
probable,  i.  Becaufe  when  the  breathing  was 
moil  difficult,  her  flatulence  was  greateft.  2 • 
She  was  fenfible  of  the  fwellingof  the  ilomach 
during  infpiration.  3.  Whatever  increafed 
the  difficulty  of  breathing,  increafed  the  flatu¬ 
lence.  4.  The  quantity  of  air  evacuated  far 
exceeded  what  could  poflibly  be  the  produdfc 
of  the  prims  vis.  5.  She  wanted  the  other 
fymptoms  of  a  lofs  of  tone  in  the  alimentary 
canal. 

2.  Does  not  this  cafe  render  it  dubious,  whe¬ 
ther  the  voice  is  folely  produced  by  the  liga¬ 
ments  of  the  larynx  forming  the  ventricles  ? 

3.  Would  not  this  cafe  have  been  a  favour¬ 
able  one  for  bronchotomy;  or,  would  fuch 
have  been  hazardous,  from  the  poflibility  that 
fuch  fymptoms  might  arife  from  a  conftridtion 
in  the  courle  of  the  trachea  ? 

We  cannot  well  determine  this  point,  though 
we  think  it  not  probable  that  fuch  an  affec¬ 
tion 
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tion  of  the  voice  could  be  produced  in  any 
other  part  but  the  larynx,  thus  morbidly  con¬ 
ditioned,  and  that  this  would  fufficiently  point 
out  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  and  incline  us  t» 
favour  the  operation,  after  all  other  remedies 
had  been  previoudy  employed  without  effedh 

IV. 

*the  Hiftory  of  a  Cafe  of  Re tr overted  Uterus* 
By  Dr,  John  Evans,  Rhyfician  at  OfweJlry$ 
Shropjhire . 

ON  Friday  evening,  the  28th  Auguft,  I 
was  fent  for  to  Mary  Jones,  a  poor  wo¬ 
man  (fix  miles  from  this  town)  of  a  delicate 
make,  who  had  had  feveral  children,  and 
was  then  fuppofed  between  two  and  three 
months  advanced  in  her  pregnancy. 

About  15  or  16  days  before,  upon  lifting 
up  a  heavy  burden,  fhe  fuddenly  felt  a  weight 
and  uneafy  bearing  down  in  the  vagina,  and 
was  foon  after  felzed  with  excruciating  pains 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  belly,  accompanied 
with  a  difficulty  of  making  water,  which  made 
her  dread  a  mifcarriage.  Thefe  complaints 
continued  till  I  faw  her.  Upon  my  arrival  I 

found 
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found  a  confiderable  enlargement  of  the  atn 
domen,  and  a  total  fuppreffion  of  urine.  With 
fome  difficulty  I  introduced  the  catheter,  and 
drew  off  eight  pints  and  a  half.  Afterwards 
a  clyfter  was  thrown  up,  which  produced  a  co¬ 
pious  difcharge.  She  feemed  that  night  much 
ealier.  I  adminiftered  an  opiate,  in  order  to 
procure  fome  lleep,  which  ffie  had  been  a 
ilranger  to  for  feveral  nights. 

The  next  morning  I  vffited  her  again,  and 
to  my  great  difappointment  was  informed  that 
Her  pain  had  returned  about  two  hours  after  I 
had  left  her,  the  preceding  evening.  I  then 
thought  it  advifeable  to  repeat  the  introduction 
of  the  catheter,  by  which  two  pints  more  of 
turbid  urine  were  drawn  off,  and  my  patient 
was  amazingly  relieved. 

Upon  examination  I  was  well  convinced  that 
this  was  a  cafe  of  retroverted  uterus.  I  then 
made  an  attempt  to  reduce  it  to  its  natural  fi- 
tuation,  by  introducing  two  fingers  of  my 
left-hand  up  the  reCtum,  and  my  other  hand 
tip  the  vagina.  I  puffied  up  the  fundus  uteri 
gently,  at  the  fame  time  pulling  down  the 
tipper  part  of  the  vagina.  With  a  little  per- 
ieverance  my  endeavours  happily  fucceeded  :  I 
directed  her  to  keep  her  bed  for  three  or 

I  four 
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four  days,  and  ever  fince  Ihe  has  been  gra- 
dually  recovering, 

v. 

The  Hijlory  of  a  Cafe  of  Retroverted  Uterus*  By 
Dr.  Swan,  Rhyfician  at  Dumbarton . 

I  Was  called  on  the  4th  April,  1758,  in  the 
evening,  to  the  wife  of  James  McDonald, 
in  Old  Killpatrick  parifh ;  fhe  was  a  tall  well 
made  woman,  between  three  and  four  months 
gone  with  child,  and  had  the  preceding  day 
got  a  fall  going  over  a  wall  near  her  own 
houfe.  Immediately  after  this  Ihe  was  taken 
with  down-bearing  pains  and  fuppreffion  of 
urine.  On  examination  I  found  the  fundus 
uteri  fallen  down  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
pelvis  prefenting  like  a  large  ball  equally  at 
the  anus,  and  os  externum  uteri ;  a  part  of  the 
vagina  next  to  the  perinseum  fallen  without 
the  os  externum ;  and  the  os  tinea*  turned  for¬ 
wards  to  the  os  pubis  and  raifed  above,  prefiing 
on  the  neck  of  the  urinary  bladder  ;  the 
bladder  being  at  the  fame  time  more  diftendedo 
Blood  letting,  clyfters,  and  fomentations  had 
no  effed:  in  giving  her  relief.  I  drew  off  by 
Vox*.  VI.  No.  22.  P  the 
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the  aid  of  a  catheter  about  fix  pounds  of 
urine  ;  but  the  vagina  and  neighbouring  parts 
were  fo  rigid,  dry,  and  inflamed  that  I  could 
not  think  of  handling  them,  I  therefore  re¬ 
peated  the  blood  letting,  emollient  clyflers,  and 
fomentations.  That  evening  the  urinary  blad¬ 
der  feemed  to  be  near  as  much  didended  as 

\ 

before,  fne  having  palled  no  urine  j  the  fundus 
uteri  was  dill  low  in  the  pelvis.  About  four 
pints  of  urine  were  taken  off  by  the  catheter, 
and  the  parts  were  not  fo  dry,  rigid,  and  in¬ 
flamed  as  formerly,  therefore  with  a  finger  in 
vagina  and  another  in  anus,  I  raifed  up  the 

fundus  uteri  till  the  os  tincae  came  into  its  na- 

»  *  *  ■  •  - 

tural  pofition,  I  directed  her  to  keep  in  bed 
for  fome  days,  and  to  lie  chiefly  on  either 
fide  with  the  nates  raifed,  to  make  no  great  ef¬ 
forts  or  draining  at  dool,  to  keep  an  open 
belly  by  clyders,  and  to  take  an  anodyne  occa- 
fionally.  By  thefe  means  die  recovered,  had 
no  relapfe,  went  on  in  her  pregnancy,  and 
at  the  ufual  time  was  delivered  of  a  drong, 
healthy  child. 
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HE  following  account  of  the  method  of 


JL  treating  dropfy  of  the  brain  by  mercury* 
has  been  communicated  to  Dr.  Duncan,  in  a 
letter  from  Dr.  Matthew  Dobfon,  phylician  in 
Liverpool. 

cc  The  cafe  of  hydrocephalus  interims*  men¬ 
tioned  by  Dr.  Percival  in  the  Medical  Com' 
mentaries,  volume  V.  page  174,  and  referred 
to  by  Dr*  Simmons,  page  420  of  the  fame 
volume,  was  communicated  to  feveral  of  my 
‘medical  friends  in  different  parts  of  the  king* 
dom,  during  the  years  1775,  i?/6>  an^  1 7 7 7 ® 
My  reafon  for  withholding  it  from  the  public, 
was  the  defire  of  having  a  practice,  which 
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fome  may  confider  not  only  as  new  but  hardy* 
fupported  by  a  ftronger  authority  than  that  of 
a  folitary  cafe.  But  I  no  longer  helitate  now 
to  publifh  the  cafe,  as  three  indubitable  in- 
ftances  of  hydrocephalus  interims  have  occur¬ 
red,  in  which  this  method  of  cure  has  fuc- 

ceeded  :  and  I  hope  that  on  (till  farther  trial 

'  \  \ 

it  will  be  found  the  happy  means  of  preferving 
fome  lives*  from  the  fatal  effedts  of  this  formid¬ 
able  difeafe. 

I  lhall  be  obliged  to  any  of  thofe  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  faculty  who  adopt  the  practice,  if 
they  will  communicate  to  me  the  refult  of  their 
experience,  whether  favourable  or  unfavourable. 
A  more  extenfive  collection  of  cafes  and  fadts, 
may  enable  me  to  make  fuch  general  obferva- 
tions  as  may  be  more  clearly  conclulive  both 
with  refpedt  to  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  and 
the  probability  of  fuccefs. 

66  The  mercurial  courfe  tvas  firft  tried  in  the 
following  cafe. 

Cafe  of  Hydrocephalus  Ini  emus* 

u  On  the  13th  of  February  1775, 1  was  called 
to  the  only  fon  of  Mr.  C.  a  gentleman  of 
this  place :  the  child  was  between  three  and 

four 
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four  years  of  age,  had  been  indifpofed  about 
eight  days,  and  had  frequently  complained  of 
pain  in  his  head  and  wearinefs,  and  pains  in 
his  limbs;  had  been  lick  by  fits,  and  fometimes 
vomited  ;  was  feveriih,  and  could  not  bear  the 
light. 

“  I  was  much  alarmed  on  hearing  this  ac¬ 
count,  as  the  hydrocephalus  internus  had  already 

proved  fatal  to  three  children  of  this  family, 

\ 

who  had  all  been  under  my  care.  And  that 
this  had  been  the  difeafe  was  evident,  both 
from  the  fymptoms  and  the  appearances  on 
diffecHon.  But  my  alarm  was  much  farther 
encreafed,  on  examining  the  little  patient.  The 
pulfe  I  found  very  frequent  and  irregular. 
The  head  hot,  the  cheeks  flulhed,  the  pupils  di¬ 
lated,  and  a  great  degree  of  flrabifmus.  There 
remained  no  doubt  with  refpedt  to  the  nature 
of  the  difeafe. 

“  An  emetic,  fome  calomel  powders,  and  a 
purgative  had  been  adminiflered,  without  af¬ 
fording  any  relief.  I  directed  the  pediluvium, 
and  emetic  tartar  to  be  given  in  fuch  dofes  as 
to  excite  naufea. 

«  February  14th.  The  fymptoms  the  fame, 
with  frequent  flattings,  diflurbed  fleep,  and 
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telling  from  fide  to  fide  on  the  pillow.  A 
blifter  was  applied  between  the  Ihoulders,  the 
pediluvium  repeated,  and  the  emetic  tartar 
continued. 

cc  i  jth.  Comatofe,  reftlefs,  and  Ihrieking  by 
fits.  The  pulfe  flower  than  in  health,  and  the 
eyes  infenfible  even  to  the  impreffions  of  firong 
light. 

“  As  I  had  no  hope  of  doing  any  thing  ef¬ 
fectual  for  the  recovery  of  my  patient,  I  paid 
my  vifits,  preferihed,  and  gave  directions  with 
a  fore-boding  and  heavy  heart.  Anxioufly, 
however,  confidering  the  cafe  in  different  points 
of  view,  and  fully  convinced  that  it  was  vain 
to  purfue  the  ufual  line  of  practice,  it  occurred 
to  me,  that  mercurials,  fo  far  urged  as  to 
♦  enter  the  courfe  of  circulation,  and  affeCt  the 
falivary  glands,  might  poffibly  reach  the  fy- 
ftem  of  abforbents  in  the  ventricles  of  the 
brain,  and  thus  remove  the  extravafated  fluid. 

The  fhort  continuance  of  the  difeafe,  and 
the  apparent  firength  of  my  patient,  were  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  trial  of  this  method.  No 
time,  however,  was  to  be  loft.  The  parents 
were  confulted,  and  readily  gave  their  fane- 
tion  to  the  proppfal ;  for  they  were  convinced 

that 
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that  unlefs  fome  powerful  Heps  were  taken, 
this  their  only  fon,  muft  be  numbered  with 
thofe  of  their  children,  who  had  already  fallen 
a  facrifice  to  the  difeafe. 

“  The  mercurial  courfe,  therefore,  was  com¬ 
menced  and  urged  on  with  caution  and  expedi¬ 
tion.  In  forty  eight  hours  the  breath  began  to 
be  offenfive,  the  gums  were  reddifh  and  fwelled, 
and  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  fo  far  as  could 
be  difringuifhed,  were  fomewhat  abated.  In 
forty-eight  hours  more,  the  ptyalifm  came  on, 
and  the  difeafe  was  evidently  declining.  Between 
the  15th  and  the  22d  he  took  twenty  grains  of 
calomel,  and  one  drachm  of  the  ftrongeft  mer¬ 
curial  ointment  was  likewife  rubbed  in  well 
upon  the  legs  and  thighs.  The  dofe  of  calo¬ 
mel  was  one  grain,  mixed  with  a  little  fugar, 
and  repeated  at  fuch  intervals  as  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe  pointed  out. 

5f  After  the  22d  no  more  mercurials  were  ad- 
mini  dered,  a  moderate  ptyalifm  continued  for 
five  or  fix  days,  then  gradually  ceafed,  and 
the  difeafe  was  entirely  removed.  The  bark 
was  then  given,  as  the  belt  tonic  remedy  after 
the  mercurial  courfe,  and  as  the  beft  preferva- 
vative  again#  a  relapfe.  The  firabi  firms  I  ob- 
ferved  was  the  laft  fymptom  which  difappeared. 

-  P  4  u  from 


•  I 

ZZ4  MEDICAL  - 

ei  From  the  15th,  no  other  medicines  were 
ufed  except  mercurials.  I  entertained  the  fame 
favourable  expectations  with  Dr.  Simmons 
from  the  qfe  of  blitters,  but  experience  has 
convinced  me  that  their  operation  is  inade¬ 
quate.  The  three  lifters  of  the  above  patient* 
who  all  died  of  this  difeafe,  were  treated  with 
blifters,  and  to  one  of  them  they  were  applied 
in  fucceffion  to  the  head,  behind  the  ears,  and 
between  the  fhouldersd* 

$  $  *  *  f 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Percival  to  Dr.  Duncan,  concerning  the  new 
method  of  treating  the  dropfy  of  the  brain,  af¬ 
fords  additional  confirmation  of  the  efficacy  of 
that  praClice. 

^  Though  the  arguments  of  your  very 
ingenious  correfpondent  Dr.  Simmons  have 
not  produced  any  change  in  my  fentiments ; 
yet  I  think  myfelf  obliged  by  his  candour, 
and  honoured  by  his  politenefs.  And  as  I  am 
perfuaded  that  his  ftriCtures  proceed  from  the 
love  of  truth  and  a  fpirit  of  benevolence,  I 
doubt  not  it  will  afford  him  fatisfaClion  to  hear, 
that  farther  experience  has  furnifhed  me  with 

?  See  the  Medieal  Commentaries,  yol.  v,  p,  17T. 

fuller 
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fuller  evidence  of  the  fafety  and  efficacy  of 
mercury,  timely  adminiftered,  in  the  hydroce¬ 
phalus  interims . 

“  One  of  my  own  children,  a  girl,  aged  three 
years  and  three  months,  has  lately  been  a  fe- 
vere  fufferer  under  this  alarming  malady.  As 
foon  as  the  chara&eriftic  fymptoms  of  the  dif- 
eafe  clearly  manifeffed  themfelves,  I  laid  afide 
all  other  remedies,  convinced,  by  repeated  ob- 
fervation,  of  their  infuffieiency,  and  trufted 
folely,  though  with  much  folicitpde,  to  the  in¬ 
ternal  and  external  ufe  of  mercury.  In  forty- 
eight  hours,  ligns  of  amendment  appeared, 
and  her  recovery  was  perfected  in  fix  days. 
During  this  fpace  of  time,  thirteen  grains  of 
calomel  were  adminifiered,  and  feven  fcruples 
of  the  unguentum  mercuriale  fortius  carefully 
rubbed  into  her  legs. 

u  I  do  not  fend  you  a  detail  of  the  cafe,  be- 
caufe  I  fhall  probably  offer  it  myfelf  to  the 
public  ;  for  having  marked  every  circumffance 
of  the  difeafe  with  the  watchful  and  anxious 
attention  of  a  parent,  I  may,  perhaps,  have 
acquired  a  more  intimate  knowlege  of  its 
nature,  and  of  the  peculiar  operation  of  mer¬ 
cury  in  the  cure  of  it,  than  can  be  obtained  in 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  a  phyfician’s  practice. 

I  am 
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I  am  willing  to  hope,  at  leaf!,  that  I  have  beert 
able  to  guard  againft  deception® 

u  In  the  treatment  of  the  hydrocephalus  inter - 
pus,  no  remedy  has  had  a  more  general  trial 
than  blifters  :  I  have  often  employed  them 
SJiyfelf ;  but  never  yet  faw  any  inftance  in 
which  they  could  be  faid  to  produce  other 
than  palliative  effects.  The  publication  of 
Dr.  Ambrofe  Dawfon,  referred  to.  in  the  laft 
number  of  the  Medical  Commentaries,  has  not 
yet  fallen  into  my  hands ;  but  that  learned 
and  judicious  ph-yfician  informs  me,  that  his 
notes  were  not  fuffipiently  minute  and  parti* 
cular  to  afcertain  the  cafes  to  be  of  the  malady 
in  queftion.  The  fatality  of  the  diforder,  he 
fays,  convinced  him  that  purgatives  and  diu¬ 
retics  are  given  on  a  bad  theory,  and  the  main 
defign  of  his  paper  is  to  incite  the  faculty  to 
attempt  the  difcovery  of  a  more  fuecefsful 
method  of  cure. 

Mention  is  made  of  only  one  blifler,  in  the 
curious  hiftory  of  a  dropfy  of  the  brain,  corn- 
munieated  fome  time  ago  by  my  friend  Dr® 
Dobfon.  This  was  applied  between  the  fhoul- 
ders,  on  the  14th  of  Feb.  1775®  On  the  15th, 
the  difeafe  feems,  by  the  doctor’s  letter  which 
now  lies  before  me,  to  have  made  a  rapid 
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progrefs ;  the  mercurial  courfe  was  therefore 
commenced,  and  continued  till  the  2 2d,  when 
the  child  was  out  of  danger.” 

"Hi  Hi  Hi  Hi  Hi 

We  mentioned  in  a  former  number,  the  death 
of  that  ingenious  gentleman  Mr,  Charles  Dar¬ 
win,  whofe  early  exertions,  in  the  line  of  medi¬ 
cine  and  philofophy,  could  not  fail  to  infpire 
the  higheft  future  expectations.  A  plain,  but 
neat  marble  monument,  has  been  lately  ereCted 
to  his  memory,  in  the  church-yard  belonging 
to  the  chapel  of  St.  Cuthbert,  at  Edinburgh, 
on  which  is  the  following  infcription. 

CHARLES  DARWIN, 

Was  born  at  Litchfield,  Sept.  3,  1758, 

And  died  at  Edinburgh,  May  15,  1778. 

PofTefTed  of  uncommon  abilities  and  activity,  he 
had  acquired  knowlege  in  every  department  of 
Medical  and  Philofophical  Science  much  beyond 
his  years. 

He  gained  the  firft  medal  offered  by  the  iEfcu- 
lapian  Society  for  a  criterion  to  diftinguifh  Matter 
from  Mucus  ;  and  had  prepared  a  Thefts  for  his 
Graduation,  on  the  Retrogade  Motion  of  the 
Lymphatic  YefTels,  in  fome  Difeafes. 


He 
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He  cultivated  with  fuccefs  the  friendfliip  of  in¬ 
genious  men  ;  and  was  interred  by  favour  of  Dr® 
A.  Duncan,  in  this  his  burial  place. 

Fame’s  boaflful  chiflel  Fortune’s  filver  plume 

Mark  but  the  mould 'ring  urn,  or  deck  the  tomb. 

When  it  was  known  that  the  friends  of  Mr* 
Darwin  intended  to  place  a  monumental  in- 
fcription  over  his  grave,  a  few  lines  written 
by  his  intimate  friend  Dr.  Fowler,  now  phyfi- 
cian  at  Stafford,  were  inferred  in  the  Birming¬ 
ham  and  York  Chronicle,  for  the  confideration 
of  his  friends ;  and  although  the  infcription 
which  has  already  been  given,  had  before  that 
been  adopted,  yet,  we  imagine,  it  will  not  be 
difagreeable  to  any  one  who  has  a  due  regard 
for  the  memory  of  diftinguifhed  worth,  and 
who  underflands  how  far  the  conduct  of  man¬ 
kind  to  the  dead  has  an  effedt  upon  the  liv¬ 
ing,  that  we  give  place  to  the  fentiments  of  a 
friend,  intimately  acquainted  with  the  merit 
and  abilities  of  the  deceafed* 

To  the  memory  of  the  late  ingenious  Mr, 
Charles  Darwin  of  Litchfield,  Student  of  Medi¬ 
cine  at  Edinburgh.  Who  departed  this  life,  May 
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15,  1778,  before  he  had  reached  the  20th  year  of 
his  age. 

Peace  to  his  allies- — to  his  memory  fame  ; 

Let  thefe  few  lines  intrinfic  worth  proclaim. 
With  learning,  judgment,  wit,  and  genius  bleft, 
A  noble  ardour  fir’d  his  youthful  breafl  $ 

Eager  of  fcience,  he  explor’d  each  part. 

But  eager  moft  he  grafp’d  the  healing  art ; 

His  zeal  was  fuch  that  Ikill’d  beyond  a  youth. 
He  died  a  martyr  in  purfuit  of  truth  ; 

Yet  not  before  his  genius  bright  had  fhone. 
And  gain’d  him  laurels  and  a  high  renown  ; 

Oh  had  he  liv’d  till  learned  age  had  run 

The  glorious  race,  his  youth  had  but  begun, 

/ 

Then  future  myriads,  by  difeafes  torn, 

Had  thankful  bleft  the  day  that  he  was  born. 

*  «  3*  $  % 

A  tranflation  of  the  Primse  Linear  Phyiio* 
logise,  of  Dr.  Haller,  has  lately  been  publifhed 
at  Edinburgh.  In  the  advertifement  which  is 
prefixed  to  this  work,  the  tranllators,  after 
mentioning  the  different  editions  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal,  obferve,  that  what  they  now  offer  to 
the  public  is  an  exa£t  tranflation  of  the  edi* 
tion  printed  at  Edinburgh,  under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  Cullen ;  and  they  have  not  omitted  a 

cran- 
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tranfiatiori  of  the  elaborate  Index,  which  was 
fubjoined  to  it,  in  which  a  compendious  ana¬ 
lysis  is  given  of  the  whole  work. 

On  Monday  the  12th  of  April,  being  the 
anniverfary  of  the  birth  day  of  the  illuftrious 
Harvey,  the  Harveian  Oration  inftituted  with 
the  view  of  doing  honour  to  his  memory  was 
delivered  at  Edinburgh,  by  Dr.  Charles 
Webber.  The  fubjedb  of  this  oration  was  an 
account  of  the  character  and  writings  of  the 
late  juitly  celebrated  Dr,  Haller. 

We  formerly  gave  our  readers  reafon  to  ex- 
pe£f  that  they  fhould  find  in  this  work  a 
fhort  hiftory  of  that  illuftrious  medical  phi- 
lofopher,  and  we  hope  foon  to  fulfil  our 
intention.  But  we  are  bill  under  the  ne- 
ceility  of  delaying  it.  We  flatter  ourfelves 
however,  that  fome  intended  alterations  which 
will  probably  take  place  in  this  work,  with 
the  commencement  of  our  next  volume,  may 
hereafter  prevent  fimilar  accidents. 

# 

After  the  delivery  of  the  Harveian  Oration 
at  Edinburgh,  the  annual  prize  medal,  given 
with  the  view  of  promoting  experimental  in¬ 
quiry 
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quiry  at  that  place,  was  publicly  delivered  to 
Dr,  Edward  Stevens,  from  the  Bland  of  St. 
Croix. 

Our  readers  may  remember  that  the  fubjedt  . 
propcfed  for  the  prize  differtation,  was  an  Ex» 
perimental  Inquiry  concerning  the  red  Colour 
of  the  Blood;  the  prize  was  unammoufiy  ad¬ 
judged  to  a  Differtation  to  which  was  prefixed 
the  following  motto. 

\ Tentanda  via  eft  qua  me  quoque  pojfum 

T oiler e  humo ,  viftorque  virum  volitare  per  ora* 

This  Differtation  was  found  to  be  written 
by  Dr.  Stevens.  Without  pretending  to 
give  any  particular  account  of  it,  we  {hall 
only  at  prefent  obferve,  that  it  confids  almofl 
entirely  of  a  detail  of  experiments  which  feem 
to  have  been  inilituted  with  no  lefs  judgment 
than  ingenuity,  and  conducted  with  the  mod: 
accurate  attention.  The  general  conclufion 
from  his  experiments,  is,  that  the  red  colour 
of  the  blood,  depends  on  the  principle  of  in¬ 
flammability  which  it  contains. 

The  fubjedt  prepared  for  the  prize  Differta* 
tion  for  next  year  is,  an  Experimental  Inquiry 
concerning  the  Nature  and  Properties  of  the 
coagulable  Lymph  or  Gluten  of  the  Blood. 

The 
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The  competitors  for  this  prize  mufi:  tranf- 
iriit  their  Differtations  to  Dr.  Duncan,  on  or 
before  the  firfi:  of  January,  1779.  To  thefe  Dif¬ 
fertations  it  is  required  that  each  candidate 
fhall  prefix  a  motto,  and  with  the  Difiertation 
he  muft  fend  a  fealed  letter,  containing  his 
name  and  place  of  abode.  The  fame  motto 
mult  be  written  on  the  back  of  the  letter  with 
that  which  is  prefixed  to  the  difiertation. 

'hi  'hi  'hi  'hi  'hi 

1  ■  .  -Vk  •  .  * 

Mr.  de  la  Blancherie  of  Paris,  has  lately  fet 
on  foot  an  inftitutition  for  holding  a  general 
correfpondence  relative  to  fciences,  arts,  letters, 
and  the  lives  of  illufirious  men,  difiinguilhed 
by  their  learning,  in  all  countries. 

The  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences,  fome  time 
ago,  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  into 
this  project,  who  returned  a  very  favourable 
report,  and  recommended  it  as  being  a  fcheme 
which  deferved  encouragement  and  the  afiift- 
ance  of  the  learned. 

From  this  infiitution  it  is  intended,  that 
there  fhall  be  a  weekly  publication,  containing 
intelligence  from  the  republic  of  learning  and 
arts ;  and  from  the  account  which  is  given  by 
the  members  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences 

of 
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v  bf  the  labour  and  expence  which  Mr.  de  la  Elan- 
cherie  has  bellowed,  as  well  as  from  the  a&ive 
zeal  which  he  poffeffes,  there  is  no  reafon  to  hope 
that  this  publication  will  be  highly  conducive 
to  the  progrefs  of  ufeful  fciences. 

■%?  '<V  -iV 

The  Medical  Society  of  Edinburgh  have 
lately  come  to  the  refolution  of  making  an 
important  addition  to  their  buiinefs,  which,  it 
is  hoped,  may  be  attended  with  the  mod  ufe¬ 
ful  confequences.  Beddes  their  ufual  weekly 
meetings,  at  which  papers  read  by  their  oran 
nary  members,  are  the  fubjeCt  of  difcufiions, 
calculated  principally  for  the  improvement  of 
the  indudrious  dudent ;  they  are  to  hold  alfo 
regular  monthly  meetings,  for  reading  and  con- 
fidering  practical  papers  in  medicine,  and  me¬ 
dical  philofophy,  intended  for  publication. 
They  have  appointed  a  committee  for  con¬ 
ducting  this  publication,  and  they  have  ad- 
dreffed  their  abfent  members,  many  of  whom 
are  practitioners  of  high  reputation  in  every 
part  of  the  Britifh  dominions,  foiiciting  com¬ 
munications  for  their  tranfaCtions.  We  fhali 
here  prefent  our  readers  with  a  copy  of  their 
VoL.  VI.  No.  22* 
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circular  letter,  which  explains  the  nature  of 
their  intention,  and  gives  a  lift  of  their  com¬ 
mittee.  And  we  may  further  add,  that  ab 
though  hitherto  they  have  addrefled  their  own 
members  only*  yet  communications,  fuited  to 
their  defign,  from  any  other  pradtitioners  will 
be  highly  acceptable. 

“  Sir, 

u  THE  Medical  Society  of  Edinburgh, 
lately  eredted  into  a  body  politic,  by  a  charter 
from  the  crown,  have  elected  a  committee  for 
the  purpofe  of  condudting  an  annual  publica¬ 
tion.  The  refpedtable  footing  the  Society  is 
now'  on,  the  very  eminent  names  in  almoft 
every  part  of  the  world  which  grace  its  regif- 
ter,  the  valuable  communications  with  which 
it  is  frequently  favoured,  hitherto  loft  to 
the  public,  and  a  dehre  to  extend  medical 
knowledge,  are  the  motives  to  this  under¬ 
taking. 

cc  The  following  gentlemen  are  appointed 
the  committee  for  publication  :  Drs.  Cullen, 
Monro,  Duncan,  Stevens,  and  Stapleton  ; 
MelT.  Hamilton,  Aitken,  Ruffe],  Ford,  Pel¬ 
let,  Logan,  Broughton,  Cleghorn,  and  Quin. 

Any 
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tc  Any  communications  on  medicine,  or  fub- 
jedls  connected  with  that  fcience,  tranfmitted 
to  us,  will  be  gratefully  received. 


Edinburgh, 
^larch  i,  1779. 


We  are.  Sir, 


Your  moll  obedient  Servants, 


ANDREW  WARDROPE,  M.D. 

CHARLES  WEBSTER,  M.  D. 

Secretaries  to  the  Committee  for  Publication,’* 

*  *  *  #  * 

Dr,  David  MsRride,  whofe  genius  and  in- 
duftry  entitled  him  to  the  firft  rank  among  the 
philofophers  and  phyficians  of  the  prefent 
age,  died  lately  in  Dublin.  We  were  in 
hopes  that  we  fhould  have  been  able,  in  the 
prefent  number,  to  have  introduced  fome  ac¬ 
count  of  his  life,  writings,  and  character; 
but  we  have  not  hitherto  obtained  fuch  intel¬ 
ligence  as  to  put  it  in  our  power  to  prefent 
our  readers  with  an  account,  which  could 
fatisfy  the  laudable  curiofity  of  thofe  who  have 
a  juft  efteem  for  diftinguifhed  merit. 


r 
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Dr.  John  Rutherford,  Emeritus  Profefibr  of 
the  Practice  of  Medicine,  in  the  univerfity  of 
Edinburgh,  and  one  of  thofe  eminent  teachers 
to  whom  the  medical  fchool  at  Edinburgh  is 
indebted  for  its  origin,  lately  died  at  that  place 
in  an  advanced  age.  Although  Dr.  Ruther¬ 
ford  had,  for  feveral  years,  retired  from  the 
duties  of  public  teaching,  as  well  as  from  the 
fatigues  of  extenfive  practice,  yet  he  retained 
to  the  lafl,  that  penetrating  judgment  which 
diftinguifhed  him  ever  in  life  as  a  fuccefsfui 
practitioner* 


SECT. 
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SECT.  IV. 

Lift  of  New  Books. 
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T Abies  of  the  fkeleton  and  mufcles  of 
the  human  body.  By  Bernard  Siegfried 
Albinus.  Tranflated  from  the  Latin.  Folio 
Edinburgh. 

Firft  lines  of  phyfiology.  By  Baron  Alber- 
tus  Haller,  M.  D.  tranflated  from  the  correct 
Latin  edition,  which  was  printed  under  the  in- 
fpedtion  of  William  Cullen,  M.  D.  to  which  is 
added,  a  tranflation  of  the  elaborate  index 
compofed  for  that  edition.  8vo.  Edinburgh. 

Firft  lines  of  the  practice  of  phyfic,  for 
the  ufe  of  ftudents  in  the  univerfity  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  by  William  Cullen,  M.  D.  and  P. 
Vol.  II.  8vo.  Edinburgh. 

Remarks  on  that  kind  of  palfy  of  the  lower 
limbs,  which  is  frequently  found  to  accom¬ 
pany  a  curvature  of  the  fpine,  and  is  fuppofed 

to 
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I. 

Societatis  Medic#  Havnienfis  Collett ane a. —Cum 
Figitrh  Mri  incijis.  Vol.  IL  8m  Havnise. 

IN  a  former  number  of  our  Commentaries, 
fome  account  was  given  of  the  principal 
papers  contained  in  the  firft  volume  of  this 
work,  as  well  as  of  the  fociety  by  whom  it  is 
publifhed.  The  volume  now  before  us  con¬ 
tains  no  lefs  than  thirty-fix  differtations  upon 
different  fubjedts.  We  cannot  therefore,  at¬ 
tempt  to  give  an  analyfis  of  each  of  thefe, 
but  rftull  confine  our  obfervations  to  a  few. 

S  2  And 
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And  among  others  the  following,  from  their 

interefting  nature,  feem  to  claim  particular  at- 

* 

tention. 

Obfervatio  de  Febre  putrlda  petechlali  a  Fcetore  Fif- 
cium  falitorum  putrefattorum.  jiutore  V .  B. 
Aafkow. 

The  dreadful  efFedfo  which  enfue  to  the 
human  fpecies,  from  the  putrid  exhalations 
of  Paginating  water,  or  of  other  putrefcent 
fubflances,  are  now  fo  generally  known,  efpe- 
ciaily,  as  our  author  obferves,  fince  the  publica¬ 
tions  of  Lanfcifi,  Pringle,  and  Lind  upon  this 
fubjed:,  that  it  is  fcarce  necefifary  to  trouble 
the  world  with  other  inftances  of  the  fame 
nature.  The  publication,  however,  of  the 
following  obfervation,  in  his  opinion,  may, 
perhaps,  have  fome  influence  in  putting  a  fet 
of  people  upon  their  guard,  who,  from  their  fre¬ 
quent  confinement  to  a  very  fmall  fpace,  can 
never  be  too  attentive  in  preferving  a  purity 
of  the  air  around  them. 

A  thirty-two  gun  frigate  went  upon  a  four 
weeks  cruife  to  the  Baltic,  in  May,  1773.  There 
were  180  men  on  board,  all  in  high  health, 
and  in  good  fpirits,  at  the  time  of  their  fetting 

out. 
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out.  The  weather  happened  to  be  rainy  at  the 
beginning  of  the  voyage*  but  no  other  circum- 
fiance  occurred,  which  could  give  any  reafon  to 
dread  that  the  crew  would  be  unhealthy.  For 
the  fir  ft  fortnight  the  hands  all  enjoyed  very 
good  health  ;  but  about  that  time  a  very  dif- 
agreeable  putrid  fetor  was  obferved  over  all 
the  fore-part  of  the  fhip,  and  by  degrees  it 
extended  over  the  whole  v.effeL  A  putrid  dis¬ 
order  foon  commenced  among  the  Tailors,  with 
which  a  great  number  were  feized  ;  and  it  was 
remarkable,  that  thofe  were  firft  attacked  with 
it,  who  flept  in  the  fore-part  of  the  fhip,  where 
this  fmell  was  firft  perceivable.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  thofe  were  laft  in  being  feized,  whofe 
apartments  were  in  the  moil  diftant  parts  of 
veftel. 

As  the  putrefcent  effluvia,  which  for  Tome 
time  had  prevailed  in  the  fhip,  was  imme¬ 
diately  fufpedted  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  lick- 
nefs,  all  the  different  apartments  were  examin¬ 
ed,  but  although  the  ftridteft  fearch  was  made 
in  order  to  detedt  the  caufe  of  the  fetor,  yet 
nothing  fatisfadtory  could  be  difcovered.  The 
fetor  became  daily  more  intolerable,  and  the 
ficknefs  among  the  men  increasing  in  the  fame 
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proportion,  they  were  at  lad,  about  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  June,  obliged  to  put  into  port* 

A  farther  fcrutiny  being  now  fet  on  foot* 
the  caufe  of  all  the  mifchief  was  at  lad  difco- 
vered ;  in  the  falted  fiffi  intended  for  the  pro- 
vifion  of  the  fhip.  To  the  under  drata  of  thefe 
it  was  found  that  fome  fait  water  had  got  ac~ 
cefs,  and  as  the  upper  dratum  of  the  whole 
remained  fweet  and  untainted,  every  caufe  of 
fufpicion  had  thereby  been  prevented  from 
falling  on  that  quarter* 

Every  putrefcent  article  being  thrown  over 
board,  and  the  fhip  having  undergone  a  tho¬ 
rough  cleaning,  fhe  again  fet  fail  in  the  month 
of  July;  but  fo  difficult  is  it  effectually  to 
eradicate  this  caufe  of  difeafe,  when  once  it 
has  got  accefs  to  a  fhip,  that,  notwithdand- 
ing  every  attempt  for  the  purification  of  the 
veffel,  the  ficknefs  among  the  men  dill  conti¬ 
nued  to  prevail,  and  at  lad  got  to  fuch  a 
height  as  obliged  them  again  to  come  into 
port,  till  fome  more  effectual  means  could  be 
fallen  upon,  for  removing  the  caufe  of  their 
difaders. 

Our  author  afterwards  gives  fome  account 
of  the  fymptoms  which  occurred  in  the  dif¬ 
ord  er 
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order  thus  produced ;  but  as  he  has  few  or  no 
obfervations  upon  the  method  of  cure  praCtif- 
ed.  And  as  the  appearances  which  the  difeafe 
exhibited,  did  not  differ  materially  from  the 
general  run  of  putrid  fevers,  it  is  not  here 
neceffary  to  give  a  particular  detail  of  them. 

Obfervatio  de  Taenia  ope  ftanni  raft  expulfa .  Ali¬ 
tor  e  Sibbern. 

A  young  woman,  aged  twenty-five,  was 
feized  with  a  hoarfenefs,  and  pricking  pain  in 
the  fauces,  but  without  any  fymptom  of  an¬ 
gina,  or  any  other  local  affection  ;  fhe  was  af¬ 
fected  alfo  with  a  dry  cough,  cardialgia,  an 
obftinate  coftivenefs,  a  troublefome  pain  in  the 
left  hypochondrium,  a  ravenous  appetite,  fup- 
preflion  of  the  menfes,  a  palenefs  of  counte¬ 
nance,  and  defection  of  the  fpirits. 

Worms  being  fufpeCted  as  the  caufe  of  the 
difeafe,  calomel  with  rhubarb,  valerian,  and 
other  anthelmintic  medicines  were  prefcribed, 
but  with  no  advantage. 

At  laft  recourfe  was  had  to  powder  of  tin, 
conjoined  with  jalap  ;  two  drams  of  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  half  a  dram  of  the  latter,  being 
made  into  a  bolus  with  honey,  were  given  for 

S  4  a  dofe. 
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a  dofe.  After  three  dofes  of  the  medicine  had 
been  taken,  a  worm  of  the  taenia  kind  was 
paffed,  no  lefs  than  thirty-eight  yards  in 
length  ;  and  although  the  remedy  was  dill 
continued,  no  more  of  thefe  animals  were  dif* 
charged,  and  in  a  fhort  fpace  of  time  the  pa¬ 
tient  got  into  a  ftate  of  perfect  health. 

The  worm  was  intended  to  have  been  put 
into  a  bottle  of  fpirits,  with  a  view  to  its  pre- 
fcrvation  ;  but,  by  miflake,  it  was  put  into  a 
bottle  of  vinegar;  and  as,  in  a  fhort  time 
after  being  immerfed  in  this  fluid,  it  became 
perfectly  black,  our  author  fuppofes  that 
vinegar  may  one  time  or  other  be  brought 
into  ufe  as  an  anthelmintic. 


5 Tentamina  Electric  a  in  Animalibus  injiituta  Parti * 
cula  prima,  Autore  P.  C.  Abildgaard. 

Various  opinions,  our  author  obferves,  have 
prevailed  with  refpeCt  to  the  manner  in  which 
lightning  operates  on  the  bodies  of  animals,  in 
depriving  them  of  life. 

Some  have  fuppofed  that  death  on  thefe  oc- 

r 

cafions,  is  occafioned  by  a  very  high  degree  of 
rarefaction,  induced  by  the  thunder  on  the  at- 
mofphere.  Others  allege,  that  it  in  general 
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proceeds  from  ruptures  in  the  blood-veffeis 
and  nerves  ;  and  fome  again  affert,  that  death 
in  fuch  inftances  is  induced  merely  by  the  vio¬ 
lent  concuffion  given  to  the  nervous  fyftem. 

With  a  view  to  throw  fome  light  upon  this 
fubjedt,  a  fet  of  eledtrical  experiments  were 
undertaken  by  our  author.  A  few  of  thefe  are 
now  publifhed,  and  the  reft  we  are  made  to 
expedt  in  fome  future  publication  of  the  fa- 
ciety. 

A  colt,  three  months  old,  was  at  firft  made 
choice  of  for  the  fubjedt  of  thefe  experiments ; 
but  the  ftrongeft  fliocks  our  author  could  give 
could  not  kill  it ;  the  contents  of  ten  large 
bottles  were,  at  different  times,  made  to  pafs 
through  the  head  ;  but  although  the  animal 
was  thereby  knocked  down,  and  Humbled  a 
little,  it  always  inftantly  recovered  again. 

A  common  hen  was  now  ftxed  upon  ;  and 
it  was  found  that  a  fhock  pafled  through  the 
head,  from  one  of  the  bottles  only,  was  fuffi- 
cient  to  produce  death  ;  at  leaft  after  receiv¬ 
ing  the  fhock,  the  animal  leemed  deprived  of 
every  fenfe,  and  could  not  be  affedted  by  any 
kind  of  irritation. 

Among 
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Among  other  means  of  applying  irritation, 
it  occured  to  our  author  to  make  fome  trials 
of  repeated  electrical  fhocks.  And  accord- 
ingly  different  fhocks  were  given  to  the  head, 
of  nearly  the  fame  ftrength  as  the  one  origi¬ 
nally  given  from  one  of  the  bottles,  but  all 

\ 

to  no  purpofe,  the  animal  Hill  remaining  to 
all  appearance  dead.  At  laft,  however,  a 
fhock  being  made  to  pafs  from  the  fternum  to 
the  back,  life  inftantly  returned,  and  the  ani¬ 
mal  immediately  walked  about  as  if  nothing 
had  happened. 

The  fame  experiment  was  afterwards  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times  repeated,  and  always  with  the 
fame  effeCt ;  the  fhocks  given  at  the  bread 
always  counteracting  effectually  thofe  given  at 
the  head. 

Several  fmart  fhocks  being  made  to  pafs 
through  the  head  of  a  cock,  he  was  thereby 
not  only  rendered  to  all  appearance  dead,  but 
confiderable  quantities  of  blood  were  difcharg- 
ed  from  his  mouth  and  nofe ;  he  inftantly  re¬ 
covered,  however,  on  receiving  a  fhock  at  the 
bread:. 

To  prevent  all  manner  of  deception,  and  to 
determine  exadly  whether  thefe  animals  would 
recover  from  the  effects  of  the  firft  fhock 
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upon  the  head,  without  the  intervention  of 
the  other  given  to  the  bread,  another  hen, 
and  the  cock  with  which  the  former  experi¬ 
ment  was  made,  were  feized,  and  one  ftiock 
made  to  pafs  through  the  head  of  each,  of 
the  fame  drength,  being  given  both  at  the 
fame  inftant  from  the  fame  bottle.  The  ani¬ 
mals  being  both  thereby  rendered  entirely  des¬ 
titute  of  fenfe  and  irritability,  were  left  lying 
upon  the  ground  till  next  morning,  when  they 
were  found  perfectly  ftiff  and  cold  ;  nor  oould 
they  be  again  recovered,  either  by  the  effects 
of  electricity,  or  by  any  other  means  that; 
were  attempted. 

The  experiments  already  related  by  Dr. 
Abildgaard,may,  we  think,  not  only  lead  to  pro¬ 
bable  conjectures,  as  to  the  caufe  of  death 
from  lightning,  but  alfo,  perhaps,  to  important 
difcoveries  with  refpedt  to  the  means  of  reco¬ 
very  in  fuch  a  cafe.  The  author,  however,, 
has  delayed  his  concluiions  from  thefe,  as  well 
as  the  relation  of  farther  experiments,  to  a 
future  volume  of  the  work.  With  an  account 
of  thefe,  therefore,  we  may  hope  foon  be 
able  to  prefent  our  readers. 


\ 
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De  Parefi  Metafiatlca  Brachii  fmiftri  a  Gonorrhoea . 

Autore  Joanne  Wilhelmo  Gulbrand. 

A  young  man,  aged  twenty-fix,  of  a  fanguine 
temperament,  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a  pain,* 
and  paralytic  affedtion  of  his  left  arm  ;  which 
came  to  fuch  a  degree  of  inveteracy  as  entirely 
to  deftroy  both  fenfe  and  motion,  not  only  of 
the  arm,  but  alfo  of  the  hand  and  fingers. 

A  furgeon  was  firfl  called,  and  afterwards  a 
phyfician,  who  prefcribed  blood-letting,  biif- 
ters,  the  ufe  of  camphor,  and  fome  faline  me¬ 
dicines  ;  but  all  to  no  purpofe.  Emollient 
cataplafms  and  fomentations  were  afterwards 
had  recourfe  to,  fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac,  and 
other  flimulating  applications,  were  likewife 
applied ;  but  no  advantage  accruing  from  any 
of  them,  the  affiftance  of  our  author  was  at 
laft  defired. 

As  the  difeafe  continued  to  refill  obffmately 
the  ufe  of  every  ordinary  remedy,  and  as  the 
patient  now  gave  information  that  he  had 
for  fome  time  laboured  under  a  gonorrhoea, 
which  by  fome  quack  medicine  had  been  fud¬ 
denly  put  a  flop  to,  immediately  before  the 
appearance  of  the  paralytic  affection  of  the 
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arm,  that  circumftance  was  immediately  fuf- 
pedted  as  the  caufe  of  his  diforder. 

A  courfe  of  mercury,  in  the  form  of  Baron 
Van  Swieten’s  folution,  was  accordingly  pre- 

fcribed  ;  together  with  an  eledtary  of  farfa- 

\ 

parilla  conjoined  with  rhubarb,  guaiacum,  and 
fena ;  and  a  decodtion  of  burdock  and  guaia¬ 
cum  to  be  ufed  as  ordinary  drink.  By  the  ufe  of 
thefe  remedies,  the  pain  of  the  arm  gradually 
abated,  as  did  alfo  the  paralytic  affedtion  ;  and 
in  a  fhort  time  the  patient  was  reftored  to  per- 
fedt  health.'  Soon  after  he  began  the  courfe 
now  mentioned,  the  difcharge  from  the  urethra 
was  obferved  to  return,  and  it  was  remark¬ 
able,  that,  according  as  the  difcharge  increafed 
in  quantity,  the  feveral  fymptoms  of  the  dif- 
eafe  became  lefs  violent. 

Our  author  takes  occafion  to  remark,  that 
almoft  all  the  bad  effedts,  fuch  as  violent  rheu- 
matifms  &c.  which  frequently  refult  from 
courfes  of  mercury,  are  effectually  prevented 
by  conjoining  to  the  mercury  the  ufe  of  gen¬ 
tle  laxatives,  and  of  mild  diaphoretic  diluent 
drinks,  fuch  as  thofe  already  mentioned. 


II. 
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Advice  to  Lying-in  Women ,  chiefly  refpecilng  the 


Cuflom  of  drawing  the  Breafls .  By  C.  Crutt- 
well,  Surgeon  at  Bath. .  12 mo,  Bath. 

HE  intention  of  this  treatife  is  to  en* 


JL  counter  a  pra&ice,  which,  according  to 
our  author,  is  founded  on  prejudice,  and  is,  at 
the  fame  time,  unnatural,  painful,  and  even 
dangerous.  Thefe  conclulions  are  not  pre- 
fented  as  the  refult  of  fpeculative  reafoning, 
but  as  founded  on  experience ;  while,  at  the 
fame  time,  he  allures  us,  that  the  practice  of 
drawing  the  breads,  however,  powerfully  fup- 
ported  by  cuftom,  may  be  omitted  with  fafety 
and  eafe. 

The  author  introduces  his  obfervations  on 
the  fubjedf,  by  giving  a  fhort  defcription  of 
the  breads,  and  fome  account  of  their  ufe. 
The  fubftance  of  his  obfervations  is,  that  they 
are  glandular  bodies,  appropriated  to  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  Secretion,  and  that  the  liquor  Secreted 
is  by  nature  intended  for  the  great  and  good 
purpofe  of  nourishing  mankind  in  their  infant 
State,  While  he  accounts  for  the  white  colour 
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of  the  milk,  from  its  being  a  fecretion  which 
takes  place  almoft  as  foon  as  the  chyle  enters 
the  blood,  he  points  out  alfo  the  influence 
which  food  and  drink  of  different  kinds  have, 
as  affedting  this  fecretion.  And  from  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  intoxicating  liquors  on  infants,  if 
taken  by  the  mother  when  the  breaffs  are 
empty,  he  concludes  that  the  mod  reafonable 
method  of  encountering  the  difeafes  of  infants, 
is  from  giving  medicines  by  the  mouth  of  the 
mother. 

In  the  cafe  of  thofe  mothers  who  fuckle 
their  own  infants,  if  the  child  be  put  early  to 
the  breaff,  obdrudlion  will  feldom  be  met  with ; 
but  if  the  child  be  not  put  to  the  bread  before 
the  third  day,  this  organ  becomes  full,  turgid, 
and  fomewhat  painful.  In  this  cafe  the  infant 
is  often  unable  to  draw  forth  the  milk,  and  not 
fo  much  from  the  urgency  of  prefent  fymp- 
toms,  as  with  the  view  of  preventing  abfceffes, 
fchirrhus,  cancer,  and  the  like  ;  it  has  been  a 
common  practice  to  hire  a  woman  for  the 
purpofe  of  drawing  the  breaffs.  By  this  means 
our  author  affirms,  that  endeavours  to  prevent 
imaginary  evils  are  productive  of  real  difeafe. 
For  if  in  this  date  of  fullnefs  and  hardncfs, 
the  breaff  were  guarded  againft  every  external 
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injury,  the  fwelling  would  fubfide,  even  in 
a  few  hours,  and  the  child  might  be  put  to  It 
with  fafety  and  with  effect.  On  the  other 
hand,  external  irritation  at  this  time,  fuch  as 
that  which  mud  arife  from  drawing  the 
breads,  produces  inflammation  and  all  its  con- 
fequences,  fever,  abfcefs,  and  the  like ;  and 
although  the  author  does  not  pofitively  affert, 
that  thefe  accidents  proceed  only  from  this 
caufe,  yet  he  affirms,  that,  in  his  own  practice, 
he  never  met  with  any  inffance  of  milk-fever 
or  abfcefs  in  the  bread,  where  that  organ  had 
not  been  drawn,  or  had  not  received  fame  ex¬ 
ternal  injury.  i 

Having  formed  this  conclufion  refpeding 
the  caufe  of  thefe  fymptoms,  Mr.  Cruttwell 
next  proceeds  to  lay  down  thofe  directions,  by 
which  fuch  accidents  may  bed  be  prevented. 
Fird,  he  conflders  the  meafures  which  are  to 
be  followed  when  the  child  is  to  be  fuckled 
by  the  mother ;  and  afterwards,  when  it  is 
not  to  be  fuckled.  In  the  fird  cafe,  he  advifes 
that  the  child  fhould  be  put  to  the  bread  in 
about  twelve  hours  after  delivery;  and  that, 
previous  to  this,  no  food  fhould  be  given  it. 
If  from  negleding  this,  the  breads  become 
turgid,  and  affeded  with  a  throbbing  pain  tend- 

ing 
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ing  to  inflammations,  he  ftill  advifes  that 
they  fhould  not  be  meddled  with0  And  he 
affures  us,  that  if  the  attention  be  not  fup- 
ported  by  the  heat  of  the  room,  by  cordial 
medicines,  hot  liquors,  or  fimilar  caufes,  the 
throbbing  and  fullnefs  will  ceafe  in  fix,  eighty 
or  at  far  theft  in  twelve  hours.  When  external 
injuries  have  been  fuch,  that  a  cure  cannot  thus 
be  .effected,  our  author  advifes,  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  faponaceous  cerate,  from  which  he 
tells  us  that  the  obftrudtion  will  be  refolved 
and  the  milk  re-abforbed.  When  this  fails 
of  effedf,  and  a  fuppuration  enfues,  he  advifes^ 
that  the  matter  fhould  be  difcharged  merely 
by  a  flight  pu nature,  which  he  affirms,  will 
in  all  cafes  be  perfectly  fufficient,.  And  after 
an  opening  is  thus  made,  he  thinks,  that  the 
faponaceous  cerate  is  much  preferable  to  thofe 
poultices  which  are  in  general  recommended. 

The  directions  which  he  gives  in  cafes 
where  a  child  is  not  to  be  fuckled,  or  where, 
from  any  fupervening  difeafe,  it  becomes  ne- 
.ceffary  that  a  child  fhould  be  removed  from 
the  bread,  are  nearly  the  fame  with  thofe 
which  have  been  mentioned  above.  He  con¬ 
demns  the  ufe  of  all  fpirituous  applications  or 
platters,  applied  with  the  view  of  repelling.  And 
¥ol.  VI.  Noc  2  3,  T  pu 


1 


202  medical 

on  the  other  hand,  when  milk  is  accumulated 
in  the  breads,  fo  as  to  produce  a  throbbing 
pain*  he  confiders  the  practice  of  drawing 
them  to  be  both  unneceflafy  and  improper* 
He  affirms,  that  when  they  are  left  to  nature*- 
they  will  never  be  attended  with  any  bad  con- 
fequenees.  This  practice  he  recommends  as 
the  refult  of  long  and  attentive  experience* 
unbiaffed  by  prejudice,  and  fupported  by  fuc- 
eefs. 

•f.-  . 

iii; 

,/  «  . 

♦  '  V 

De  Ufa  Vejicantlum  in  Febribus  ac  fpeciatini 

in  fananda  pleuritide ,  aceuratius  determinando 
Comment  atio.  Audi  ore  Balth.  Lud.  Tralles. 
Seren,  Due .  Saxo-Gothanu  Confil.  et  Archiat * 
8m  Wfatiflaviae. 

THE  chief  intention  of  the  treatife  before 
us,  is  to  point  out  the  impropriety  of  a 
frequent  ufe  of  blitters,  in  diforders  of  the 
febrile  kind  ;  a  practice,  our  author  remarks, 
which  of  late  has  been  too  indiferimmately  em» 

of 

the  truth  of  this  aflertion,  but  in  none  does  it 
appear  more  remarkable  than  in  cafes  of  apo¬ 
plexy. 


ployed. 

Various  indances  might  be  enumerated 
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jplexy.  In  fome  fpecies  of  the  diforder,  blit 
ters  may  probably  be  had  recdurfe  to  with  ad¬ 
vantage,  but  nothing,  we  are  told,  can  be 
more  detrimental,  than  the  practice,  which, 
even  in  the  inflammatory  apoplexy,  fo  univer- 
fally  prevails,  of  applying  blifters  to  the  head, 
neck,  &c.  In  every  fuch  inftance,  our  au¬ 
thor  affirms  that  by  the  Aimulus  they  produce, 
they  mu  ft  certainly  tend  to  aggravate  the  dif- 
Order. 

After  giving  an  hiftorical  account  of  the 
introduction  of  cantharides  as  an  article  in 
medicine  ;  and  having  lhewn,  that  as  yet  their 
properties  and  the  manner  of  applying  them  are 
by  no  means  fufficiently  afcertained,  our  author 
then  proceeds  to  enquire  into  the  propriety  of 
the  ufe  of  blifters  in  fevers. 

As  fever  confifts  in  an  increafed  degree  of 
heat,  with  an  unnatural  quicknefs  of  circulation ; 
and  as  the  application  of  blifters  are  univer- 
fally  allowed  to  be  attended  with  an  augmen¬ 
tation  of  both,  our  author  is  of  opinion  that 
they  can  never  in  fuch  inftances  be  with  pro¬ 
priety  ufed,  as  they  muft  always  tend  to  ag¬ 
gravate  the  very  fymptoms  they  were  intend¬ 
ed  to  remove* 

T  2  The 
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The  opinions  of  Freind,  Clofdus,  and  others, 
who  have  recommended  bliders  in  febrile  dii- 
orderSj  are  particularly  enquired  into,  and  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  overturned ;  but  the  writings 
of  Sir  John  Pringle  upon  this  fubjed,  are 
mod:  feverely  animadverted  on,  as  tending  to 
eftablifh  the  application  of  bliders  as  a  gene¬ 
ral  pradice  in  topical  inflammations,  efpecially 
in  pleurifies.  This  is  a  mode  of  treatment, 
which,  our  author  is  convinced,  muff  in  general 
be  produdive  of  the  word  effcds.  As  in  cafes 
of  pleurify,  a  general  rigidity  of  fibres  and 
hardnefs  of  pulfe  almod  always  occur;  indead 
of  bliders,  which  feem  entirely  repugnant  to 
the  removal  of  cither  of  thefe  circumdances, 
warm  emollient  applications  externally  are  re¬ 
commended,  together  with  the  internal  ufe  of 
bland,  demulcent,  cooling  medicines.  Blood¬ 
letting  however  is  the  principal  remedy  we 
are  direded  to  depend  upon  ;  by  a  proper  ufe 
of  which  our  author,  in  the  courfe  of  an  ex¬ 
tend  ve  pradice  of  forty  years,  in  a  large 
city,  Iras  feldom  or  never  lod  a  patient  in 
pleurify,  when  the  diieafe  had  not  been  pre- 
vioufly  improperly  treated,  or  when  the  dis¬ 
order  was  not  too  far  advanced  before  he  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  called  in. 


But 
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But  although  our  author  by  no  means  ap¬ 
proves  of  the  ufe  of  bliffers  in  real  inflamma¬ 
tory  affections,  yet  he  does  not  attempt  to 
deny  their  utility  in  various  occurrences  in 
other  diforders  ;  and  the  following  are  enu¬ 
merated  by  him  as  circumftances  which,  in 
general,  point  out  the  propriety  of  their  ap¬ 
plication. 

1.  Bliflers,  he  obferves,  feem  to  be  evi¬ 
dently  indicated  in  fuch  diforders  as  arife 
from  languor  and  imbecility,  and  where  of 
confequence  a  flimulus  appears  to  be  wanting. 
Where  the  vis  vitas  appears  to  be  in  too  debi¬ 
litated  a  ffate  for  effecting  a  removal  of  the 
difeafe  ;  and  where  a  quickened  circulation 
feems  to  be  needed. 

2.  They  appear  particularly  proper  in  all 
fuch  affeCtions  as  are  attended  with  abun¬ 
dance  of  ferous  pituitous  humours  ;  and  in 
cold,  phlegmatic  temperaments.  Our  au¬ 
thor,  likewife,  agrees  with  Baglivi,  in  recom¬ 
mending  blitters  in  thofe  diforders  of  corpu¬ 
lent  people,  fuppofed  to  be  attended  with 
what  he  terms,  a  vifcid  diathefis  of  the  blood  ; 
from  his  belief  that  even  the  external  appli¬ 
cation  of  cantharides  may  produce  a  diffolved 
attenuated  ffate  of  the  juices. 


3.  Blif- 
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3.  Elifters  are  with  more  propiety  haef 
recoutfe  to  in  diforders  of  cold,  moift,  north¬ 
ern  regions,  than  in  warmer  climates  ;  and  of 
courfe  they  may  be  ufed  with  more  freedom, 
we  are  told,  in  winter  than  in  fummer. 

4.  Applications  of  this  nature  are  parti¬ 
cularly  proper,  when  it  is  intended  to  relieve 
the  part  difeafed,  by  producing  an  irritation 
and  difcharge  of  matter,  in  a  found,  and  di- 
flan  t  part. 

5.  Our  author  agrees  with  Dr.  de  Haen  iti 
recommending  the  topical  application  of  hlif? 
ters  to  parts  immediately  pained  ;  provided 
all  the  ufual  remedies  have  been  previoufly 
had  re  courfe  to  without  efFedt. 

6 »  Bliflers  are  recommended  in  fuch  cafes 
of  convuliive,  and  paralytic  diforders,  as  ap¬ 
pear  to  proceed  from  morbid  flates  of  the 
fluids;  but  ought  always  to  be  avoided,  we 
are  told,  in  afieftions  of  that  nature  where 
irritability  alone  is  fufpeded  as  the  caufe. 

Thefe,  our  author  remarks,  are  the  only 
circumftances  which  can  ever  indicate  the 
propriety  of  having  recourfe  to  hlifters ;  a  fpe~ 
cies  of  remedy,  he  concludes,  never  in  any 
refpedfc  neceffary  in  the  cure  of  fever. 
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A  Treatife  on  the  malignant  Angina ,  or  putrid  and 
ulcerous  Sore  Throat .  To  which  are  added,  fome 
Remarks  on  the  Angina  Trachealis .  By  J .  John- 
ftone,  M.  D .  8m  Worcefter. 

H  E  principal  part  of  this  differtation 
was  published  five  years  ago,  as  a  theiis, 
at  Edinburgh.  But  the  author,  having  fince 
that  time  had  an  opportunity  of  making  feve- 
rai  valuable  additions  to  it,  has  now  thought 
proper  to  prefent  it  to  the  public  in  its  prefent 
form. 

Dr.  Johnflone  adopts  the  definition  of  this 
diforder  as  given  by  Dr.  Cullen,  under  the  fe- 
.cond  fpecies  of  cynanche,  viz.  “  a  red  painful 
fweUing  of  the  tonfils,  and  mucous  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  fauces,  attended  with  ulcers, 
which  are  covered  with  white,  or  afn-coloured 
Houghs,  with  a  putrid  exanthematous  fever, 
and  with  difficulty  of  breathing  and  fwal low¬ 
ing. 

From  many  paffiages  in  the  writings  of  Hip¬ 
pocrates,  Celfus,  and  other  ancients,  Dr. 
Johnflone  endeavours  to  prove,  that  they  were 
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well  acquainted  with  this  difeafe.  How  far 
he  is  right  in  this  conjecture,  our  readers  will 
beft  determine,  from  comparing  their  writings 
with  the  very  full  and  accurate  enumeration  of 
fymptoms,  which  they  will  find  in  this  treatife. 

After  giving  a  very  difiindt  hiftory  of  the 
difeafe,  the  author  next  proceeds  to  the 
diagnofis,  or  means  of  diftindion  between 
this  and  fome  other  fpecies  of  angina*  The 
inflammatory  angina,  is,  we  are  told*  of  every 
other  difeafe  the  moft  liable  to  be  confounded 
with  the  putrid  fore  throat. 

ij 

Children,  women,  the  relaxed,  weak,  and 
fickly,  are  moft  liable  to  the  malignant  angi¬ 
na  ;  adults,  men,  the  healthy,  and  robufi,  are 
in  oft  fubjed:  to  the  inflammatory. 

The  malignant  fpecies  is  moft  common  in 
autumn,  and  is  highly  contagious.  The  in¬ 
flammatory  ufually  appears  in  the  fpring,  and 
is  never  contagious.  Both  of  them  begin 
with  fhivering ;  but  the  malignant  is  more 
commonly  attended  with  flcknefs,  vomiting, 
purging,  and  acute  pain  of  the  head,  than  the 
inflammatory.  In  the  former  the  pulfe  is 
quick,  weak,  unequal,  and  fluttering  ;  fome- 
times  heavy  and  undofe.  In  the  latter  it  is 

fre- 
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frequent,  ftrong,  full,  and  hard.  The  malig¬ 
nant  is  attended  with  but  little  pain  ;  the  in¬ 
flammatory  with  very  acute  pain.  The  ma¬ 
lignant  fort  is  always  attended  with  proftration 
of  ftrength,  dejedion  of  fpirits,  perpetual  an¬ 
xiety,  fighing,  and  great  oppreflion  at  the  pras- 
cordia,  with  dull,  heavy,  watery  eyes.  But 
whenever  Houghs  appear,  efpecialiy  if  they  are 
accompanied  with  a  purple  or  eryfipelatous 
eruption  upon  the  fkin,  there  can  then  be 
no  doubt  concerning  the  true  nature  of  the 
difeafe,  and  all  fufpicion  of  inflammatory  an¬ 
gina  mu  ft  vanifh. 

There  is  but  one  other  fpecies  of  angina, 
we  are  told,  from  which  this  difeafe  requires 
any  diftindion,  and  that  is,  the  croup,  angina 
infantium,  or  fuffocatio  ftridula.  A  fmall  de¬ 
gree  of  attention  to  the  feveral  divifions  of  that 
diftemper,  as  made  by  the  beft  writers,  will  fliew 
that  in  refped  to  many  of  the  cafes  there  can 
be  no  diftindion,  becaufe  in  reality  there  is 
no  difference. 

The  fpafmodic  and  inflammatory  fpecies  of 
croup,  are  diftinguifhed  from  this  difeafe  in 
the  fame  manner  as  inflammatory  angina ;  but 
with  refped  to  the  putrid  fpecies  of  croup,  as 
it  is  attended  with  the  very  fymptoms  of  ma- 
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lignant  angina ;  as  difledlions  after  death  prove 
the  trachea  to  be  in  it  affected  in  the  fame 
manner  as  in  the  malignant  angina  ;  as  the 
writings  of  Huxham,  and  the  experience  of 
other  phyficians  affure  us,  that  the  ftridulous 
voice  is  a  common  attendant  on  malignant  an¬ 
gina  ;  and,  as  all  authors  agree,  that  the  pu¬ 
trid  fuffocatio  ftridula  is  increafed  by  the  fame 
circumftances,  and  cured  by  the  fame  reme¬ 
dies,  there  cannot  be  ftronger  reafons,  our  au¬ 
thor  remarks,  for  arranging  it  among  the  va¬ 
rieties  of  malignant  angina,  and  hence  he  pro- 
pofes  the  following  divifion  of  malignant 
angina;  viz.  into  angina  maligna  tonlillaris, 
and  angina  malip-na  trachealis. 

The  fir  ft  of  thefe  comprehends  all  cafes 
where  ulcerations  are  fpread  over  every  part 
of  the  mouth  gnd  throat,  when  the  larynx  is 
not  affected,  which  ate  marked  by  the  ordi¬ 
nary  fymptoms,  and  difeovered  by  |nfpedting 
the  mouth  and  throat. 

The  fecond  takes  in  all  cafes  where  ulcers 
are  formed  in  the  larynx  and  bronchia,  which 
are  difcoverable  by  lharpnefs  and  fiirillnefs  of 
the  voice,  increafed  difficulty  of  refpiration, 
frequent  cough,  and  expectoration  of  putrid 
♦  mucus. 
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rnucus,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  fauces  are 
covered  over  with  white  Houghs. 

This,  we  are  told,  is  a  diftinction  of  fome 
importance,  and  deferves  attention,  from  its  giv¬ 
ing  much  aftiftance  in  forming  a  prognofis  of 
the  event ;  as  when  ulcers  have  found  their 
way  into  the  trachea,  a  cure,  our  author  ob- 
ferves,  is  very  feldom  to  be  expended? 

After  enumerating  the  various  predifpofing, 
occafional,  and  exciting  caufes  of  this  difor- 
der,  DoCtor  Johnflone  concludes,  that,  the 
proximate  caufe  confifts  in  a  putrid  acrimony 
conveyed  into  the  'fyftem,  and  from  which,  he 
thinks,  all  the  fymptoms  are  eafily  explained, 
as  arifing  from  a  debility  of  the  nervous  fyftem, 
and  a  diffolved  ftate  of  the  circulating  fluids. 

In  the  method  of  cure,  our  author  obferves 
one  general  indication  to  be  kept  in  view,  is, 
to  correct  the  putrefeent  tendency  throughout 
the  fyftem  in  general,  and  to  ftop  the  pro- 
grefs  of  putrefaction  in  particular  parts. 

The  different  remedies  recommended  by  au¬ 
thors,  are  here  particularly  enumerated,  and 
to  each,  DoCtor  jqhnftone  fubjoins  his  own 
opinion. 


Bleed - 


Bleeding ,  our  author  obferves,  has  been  re? 
commended  In  this  difeafe  by  fome  writers ; 
but  he  coincides  entirely  with  Dr.  Fothergill, 
in  condemning  the  practice  ;  as  inftead  qf  mi¬ 
tigating  any  of  the  fymptoms,  it  uniformly 
tends  to  render  them  worfe. 

Purging ,  like  every  other  evacuations,  which 
diminiih  much  the  patient's  ftrength,  always, 
we  are  told,  does  harm,  and  ought  to  be 
ftridtly  guarded  againfh  To  obviate  coflive- 
nefs,  ripe  fruits  and  occalional  glyfters  of  the 
antifeptic  kind,  are  recommended  in  prefer¬ 
ence  to  purgatives. 

When  naufea  is  very  urgent  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  difeafe,  a  gentle  emetic  is  then 
recommended  both  for  emptying  the  ftomach, 
and  for  exciting  a  diaphorefis. 

B lifters,  notwithffanding  the  feptic  nature 
of  cantharides,  we  are  told,  have  been  found 
ufeful  in  this  complaint,  by  railing  the  pulfe, 
and  fupporting  the  vis  vita.  They  are  often 
applied  with  advantage  to  the  throat  itfelf. 

Whenever  nitre  has  been  much  employed 
in  the  fever  attending  the  malignant  angina, 
it  has  manifeftly  increafed  the  heat  and  all 

the 
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the  putrid  fymptoms.  This  might  natu¬ 
rally  be  expedted,  our  author  remarks,  in  a 
fever  attended  with  great  depreflion  of  the  ner¬ 
vous  and  circulating  powers,  from  a  remedy 
which  diminifhes,  inffead  of  adding  to  the 
ftrength  of  thofe  powers. 

A  dependence  upon  lpiritus  Mindereri  has 
alfo,  we  are  told,  had  bad  confequences, 
when  the  tenuity  of  the  blood  was  in  any 
degree  conhderable. 

Fixed  air ,  as  a  corrector  of  putrefceney,  is  re¬ 
commended  upon  the  authority  of  different 
pradlitioners. 

Although  mercury  has  been  propofed  by 
fome  American  phyficians,  in  this  difordor, 
yet,  our  author,  thinks  the  practice  exceed¬ 
ingly  hazardous,  from  the  known  evacuating 
powers  of  mercury  :  every  evacuation  in  the 
malignant  fore  throat,  when  carried  to  any  ex¬ 
tent,  always,  he  obferves,  proves  prejudicial. 

Fke  vegetable ,  mineral,  and  dulcified  acids  are 
all  recommended  in  this  diforder  ;  particularly 
from  their  antifeptic  powers.  But  they  cannot, 
we  are  told,  be  given  with  freedom  to  infants 
at  the  breaft,  becaufe  they  coagulate  the 

milk, 
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milk,  and  fo  tend  to  produce  diforders  of  the 
bowels* 

Pulvis  contrayerv compofitus7  in  fome  cir- 
cumftances  of  diarrhoea,  we  are  told,  may  pof- 
fibly  be  ufed  with  propriety  ;  but,  in  other 
refpedts,  it  is  a  remedy  without  any  other 
recommendation  than  that  of  cuftom  and 
fafhion. 

Confeffio  cafdiaca,  together  with  wine  and 
other  cordials,  is  recommended,  as  tending  to 
make  the  pulfe  fuller  and  fironger,  and  for 
■removing  anxiety  and  leffening  ficknefs.  Wine 
however,  is  faid,  to  be  more  effectual  than 
any  of  the  others. 

Myrrh  and  camphor ,  are  both  recommended 
as  powerful  antifeptics;  the  former,  we  are  told, 
although  commonly  prefcribed  only  in  gar- 
gles,  yet  may  be  ufed  with  much  propriety 
internally. 

The  efficacy  of  Peruvian  bark,  in  this  dif- 
eafe,  has,  we  are  told,  furpaffed  the  healing 
powers,  experienced  from  it  in  every  other 
inflance.  Thofe  who  have  tried  it  mod  in 
this  complaint,  beft  knowing  how  abfolutely 
it  fubdues  the  difeafe,  which  is  more  certainly 
cured  by  the  early  application  of  this  remedy, 

than 
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than  any  difeafe,  of  equal  confequence,  by  any 
means  whatever.  It  here  evidently  ads  as  an  an- 
tifeptic  and  tonic;  it  correds  putrefceney  when 
it  is  begun,  and  it  refills  the  procefs  of  putre- 
fadion,  by  repairing  the  forces  of  nature,  and 
by  giving  that  vigour  to  the  nervous  fyftem 
which  enables  it  to  oppofe  and  overcome  the 
difeafe. 

As  it  has  been  found  inconvenient  to  admx- 
nifter  the  bark  in  intermittent  and  remittent 
fevers,  at  any  time  but  during  the  intervals 
of  paroxyfms  ;  fo  it  has  been  queftioned  by 
fome,  whether  we  ought  not  to  wait  for  a  re- 
million  in  the  fever  attending  the  malignant 
fore  throat  before  we  give  the  bark ;  but  our 
author  is  clearly  of  opinion,  that  this  cauti¬ 
ous  mode  of  proceeding  is  by  no  means  necef- 
fary,  no  inconvenience  having  ever,  he  fays,- 
been  obferved  to  accompany  or  follow  the  ufe 
of  Peruvian  bark,  at  the  very  height  of  the 
fever  attending  this  fore  throat ;  nay,  we  ought, 
he  thinks,  to  give  it  more  frequently  and  in 
larger  quantities,  in  proportion  to  the  height 
of  the  fever. 

As  proper  additions  to  Peruvian  bark  he  re¬ 
commends,  decodions  or  extrads  of  cafca- 
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rilla  bark,  and  of  lignum  Campechenfe,  efpe- 
cially  when  there  appears  any  propenfity  to 
diarrhoea. 

By  a  proper  combination  and  application  of 
thefe  various  remedies,  in  the  method  here 
particularly  pointed  out  by  our  author,  prac¬ 
titioners  will  feldom  fail,  we  are  told,  to  re¬ 
move  the  diforder,  excepting  in  thofe  in- 
ftances  where  the  trachea  is  affe&ed  ;  which 
not  only  require  fome  variety  in  the  mode  of 
treatment,  but  are  in  reality  much  more  dan¬ 
gerous  than  where  the  mouth  and  tonfils  are 
only  affected, 

r 

Dodtor  Johnftone  now  proceeds  to  the  more 
particular  confideration  of  the  angina  maligna 
trachealis  ;  after  enumerating  the  opinions  of 
all  the  moft  eminent  authors  on  this  difor- 

u 

der,  and  having  given  a  diagnofis,  between 
the  fpafmodic,  inflammatory,  and  malignant 
fpecies  of  it,  he  then  proceeds  to  the  fpecific 
treatment  or  method  of  cure  peculiar  to  the 
latter. 

Whenever  the  larynx  and  trachea  become 
the  feat  of  malignant  angina,  the  whole  me¬ 
thod  of  cure  directed  for  its  more  ufuai  form, 
mult  then,  we  are  told,  be  applied  with  unre? 

mit> 
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Unremitting  afliduity,  though  we  are  forbid  to 
indulge  the  fame  pleating  hopes  of  fuccefs 
from  the  application  of  it. 

*  __  ^  -  V  t 

The  air  of  the  patient’s  chamber  fhould  be 

-  a  »  f 

well  impregnated  with  the  fleams  of  vinegar, 
myrrh,  and  honey,  which  ought  to  be  incef- 
fantly  riling  at  his  bed-ftde  and  he  fhould  be 
directed  to  hold  his  mouth  diredtly  over  the 
veflel,  or  elfe  the  fleams  mu  ft  be  conveyed  im- 

m  . 

mediately  into  the  mouth  by  means  of  a  funnel, 
Inftead  of  common  vinegar,  acetum  fciliti- 
cum  has  fometimes  been  dire&ed  to  be  ufed 
for  fleaming,  and  apparently  with  effect  in  pro¬ 
moting  expectoration. 

EipeCtoration  is  alfo  to  be  promoted  by  all 
Other  probable  means.  To  vomit  the  pati¬ 
ent  now  and  then  with  oxymel  of  fquills,  an- 
fwers  this  purpofe,  and  forwards,  We  are  told, 
the  feparation  of  the  floughs ;  and  fmallef 
dozes  of  oxymel  of  fquills  with  gum  ammo¬ 
niac  or  aflafoetida  may  afterwards  be  ufed  to 
keep  up  the  fame  excretion; 

1 

Aflafoetida  is  here  much  recommended;  and 
after  a  little  ufe,  even  children  come  to  take 
it,  we  are  told,  eafter  than  gum  ammoniac. 
Whilfl  the  patient  is  taking  the  Peruvian  bark* 
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the  principal  remedy  to  be  depended  on,  a  large 
fpoonful  or  two  of  a  ftrong  folution  of  alia  ice  - 
tida  is  directed  to  be  given  between  dofes* 
When  the  cafe  is  alarming,  or  the  patient  ob- 
flinately  refufes  to  take  it  by  the  mouth,  it 
may  then  be  given  in  a  glyfter  along  with  the 
bark. 

In  fuch  cafes,  particularly  with  infants,  when 
medicines  are  rejected,  whillt  the  danger  is 
extreme,  antifeptic  baths  are  directed  ;  to  be 
prepared  by  boiling  Peruvian  bark,,  chamomile 
flowers,  or  myrrh,  in  a  fufficien.t  quantity  of 
water,  acidulated  with  a  fmall  proportion  of 
vinegar. 

Blifters  to  the  throat,  back,  or  neck,  are  alTo 
recommended  ;  and  like  wife  poultices,  com- 
pofed  of  garlic,,  to  the  feet ;  which  not  only 
adt  as  antifeptics,  but  tend  to  raife  the  pulfe,; 
and  to  render  the  breathing  eafy  and  regular. 

.  If,  notwithffanding  all  thefe  attempts,  the 
difficulty  of  breathing  fhould  increafe,  where 
the  throat  is  clear  from  Houghs,  if  the  pulfe 
be  good,  and  the  lymptoms  of  debility  not  re¬ 
markable,  as  circumftances  are  fometimes  apt 
to  deceive  us,  inflammation  may  then  be  fuf- 
pedled,  and  bleeding  may  very  properly  be 

„  .  tried; 
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tried  ;  for  in  this,  as  in  every  other  dangerous 
difeafe,  our  author  concludes,  “  fatius  eft 
anceps  remedium  experiri  quam  nullum.” 


V. 

An  Account  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  and  Sore-*fhr6af , 
or  Scarlatina  Anginofa ;  particularly  as  it  appear¬ 
ed  at  Birmingham ,  in  the  year  1778.  By  Wily 
liam  Withering,  M.  D.  8 vo.  London. 


^T^HE  difeafe  here  defcribed  made  its  appear- 
JL  ance^  we  are  told,  at  Birmingham  and  the 
neighbouring  villages,  about  the  middle  of 
May,  1778.  It  continued  in  all  its  force  and 
frequency  to  the  end  of  Odfober,  varying, 
however,  in  fome  of  its  fymptoms  as  the  air 
grew  colder.  In  the  beginning  of  November 
it  was  rarely  met  with;  but  towards  the  middle 
of  that  month,  when  the  air  became  warmer, 
it  increafed  again,  and  in  fome  meafure  re¬ 
fumed  thofe  appearances  it  poflefled  in  the 
fummer  months,  but  which  it  had  loft  during 
the  cold  winds  in  Odtober. 

It  affedted  children  more  than  adults ;  but 
feldom  occured  in  the  former  under  two  years 
of  age  ;  or  in  the  latter,  when  once  they  h-ad 
palled  their  fiftieth  year. 

V  2 
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The  very  minute  hiftory  of  the  difeafe  as' 
here  exhibited  by  our  author,  we  cannot  pre¬ 
tend  to  detail ;  the  more  charadterillic  fymp- 
toms,  however,  fhall  be  enumerated  :  we  fhall 
then  give  fome  account  of  his  obfervations 
on  the  diagnofis,  and  conclude  with  the  me¬ 
thod  of  cure. 

With  various  general  fymptoms  of  fever, 
the  patient  at  firft  complains  of  a  dejection 
of  fpirits,  a  flight  forenefs,  or  rather  fliffnsfs 
in  the  neck,  with  a  fenfe  of  flraitnefs  in  the 
mu fcle.s  of  the  neck  and  fhoulders,  as  if  they 
were  bound  with  cords. 

The  fecond  day  of  the  fever  this  forenefs  in 
the  throat  increafes,  and  the  patients  find  a. 
difficulty  in  fwall  owing,  but  the  difficulty 
feems  lefs  occafioned  by  the  pain  excited  in 
the  attempt,  or  by  the  flraitnefs  of  the  paf- 
fage,  than  by  an  inability  to  throw  the  necef- 
fary  mufcles  in  adtion.  The  fkin  feels  hot 
and  dry,  but  not  hard  ;  and  the  patients  ex¬ 
perience  frequent,  fmall,  pungent  pains,  as  if 
touched  with  the  point  of  a  needle.  The 
breath  is  hot  and  burning  to  the  lips,  and 
third  makes  them  wifh  to  drink,  but  the  ten¬ 
dency' to  ficknefs  and  the  exertions  neceffary 
in  deglutition  are  id  unpleafant,  that  they  fel- 

dom 
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dom  care  to  drink  much  at  a  time.  They 
have  much  uneaftnefs  alfo  from  want  of  reft 
during  the  night. 


In  the  morning  of  the  third  day,  the  face, 
neck,  and  breaft  appear  redder  than  ufual ;  in 
a  few  hours  this  rednefs  becomes  univerfal, 
and  increafes  to  fuch  a  degree  of  intenfity, 
that  the  face,  body,  and  limbs  refemble  a 
boiled  labfter  in  colour,  and  are  evidently 
fwollen.  Upon  preffure  the  rednefs  vanifhes, 
but  foon  returns  again.  The  fkin  is  fmooth 
to  the  touch,  nor  is  there  the  leaft  appearance 
of  pimples  or  puftules.  The  eyes  and  noftrils 
partake  more  or  lefs  of  the  general  rednefs ; 
and  in  proportion  to  the  intenfity  of  this  co¬ 
lour  in  the  eyes,  the  tendency  to  delirium  pre¬ 
vails 


Things  continue  in  nearly  this  ftate  for  two 
or  three  days  longer,  when  the  intenfe  fcarlet 
gradually  abates,  a  brown  colour  fucceeds, 
and  the  fkin  becoming  rough,  peels  off  in 
fmall  fcales.  The  tumefadfion  fubfides  at  the 
fame  time,  and  the  patients  gradually  recover 
their  ftrength  and  appetite. 


During  the  whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  the 
pulfe  is  quick,  fmall,  and  uncommonly  fee- 
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ble  ;  the  urine  fmall  in  quantity  ;  the  fub- 
■tnaxil.lary  glands  fomewhat  enlarged  and  pain¬ 
ful  to  the  touch.  The  velum  pendulum  pa- 
lati,  the  uvula3  the  tonfils,  and  gullet,  as  far 
as  the  eye  can  reach,  partake  of  the  general 
rednefs  and  tumefaction  ;  but  although  col¬ 
lections  of  thick  mucus,  greatly  refembling  the 

c  ;  ' 

fpecks,  or  floughs,  in  the  putrid  fore  throat, 
fometimes  occur,  yet  thefe  are  eafily  wafhed 
off,  and  real  ulcerations  of  thefe  parts  were 
never  obferved. 

Thefe  are  the  moil  ufqal  appearances  of  this 
diforder ;  but  it  too  frequently,  we  are  told, 
aflumes  a  much  more  fatal  form.  In  fome 
children  the  delirium  commences  in  a  few 
hours  after  the  firft  attack  ;  the  fkin  is  in- 
tenfely  hot ;  the  fcarlet  colour  appears  on  the 
firfl  or  fecond  day,  and  they  die  very  early  on 
the  third.  Others  again,  who  furvive  this  rapid 
termination,  inflead  of  recovering  as  is  ufuaL 

$  ;  •'  ;  O  y 

about  the  time  the  fkin  begins  to  get  its  natural 
colour,  fall  into  a  kind  of  lingering,  and  die 
at  lad  in  the  courfe  of  fix  or  ei«ht  weeks. 

In  adults,  circular  livid  fpots,  we  are  told, 
were  frequently'  obferved  about  the  bread, 
knees,  and  elbows  ;  alfo  large  blotches  of  red, 
and  others  of  white  intermixed,  and  oftesi 
changing  places. 
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In  the  month  of  October  when  the  air  be¬ 
came  colder,  the  fcarlet  colour  of  the  fkin 
was  both  lefs  frequent,  and  lefs  permanent. 
Many  patients  had  no  appearance  of  it  at  all, 
whilft  others,  efpecially  adults,  had  a  few  mi¬ 
nute,  red  pimples,  crowned  with  white  pel¬ 
lucid  heads.  The  infide  of  the  throat  was 
confiderably  tumefied,  its  colour  a  dull  red, 
fometimes  tending  to  a  livid.  The  pulfe  beat 
in  general  130  or  140  firokes  in  a  minute; 
was  fmall,  but  hard,  and  fometimes  fufficiently 
fo  to  juftify  the  opening  of  a  vein  ;  and  the 
blood  thus  taken  away,  in  every  infiance  when 
cool,  appeared  fizy,  and  the  whole  craflamen- 
tum  firm. 

Happy  would  it  be,  our  author  obferves,  if 
the  baneful  influence  of  this  dilorder  terminat¬ 
ed  with  the  febrile  fymptoms.  But  in  ten  or 
fifteen  days  from  the  ceffation  of  the  fever, 
and  when  a  complete  recovery  might  be  ex¬ 
pected,  another  train  of  fymptoms  occur, 
which  at  laft  frequently  terminate  fatally.  The 
patients,  after  a  few  days  amendment,  fee}  a 
fomething  that  prevents  their  farther  approach 
to  health  ;  an  unaccountable  languor  and  de¬ 
bility  prevails,  a  fiiffnefs  in  the  limbs  ;  an 
accelerated  pulfe,  difiurbed  fieep,  difreiifh  to 

U  4  food, 
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food,  and  a  fcarcity  of  urine.  Thefe  fyrnp- 
toms,  we  are  told,  are  foon  fucceeded  by 
fwellings  of  a  real  dropfical  nature,  forming 
fometimes  an  anafarca,  and  on  other  occafi- 
ons  an  afcites. 

Dr.  Withering,  after  examining  the  ac¬ 
counts  given  of  this  difeafe  by  different  au¬ 
thors,  proceeds  to  the  diagnofis.  It  may  be 
diffinguiffied,  he  obferves,  from  the  petechial 
fever,  by  the  eruption  in  the  latter  appearing 
feldom  before  the  fourth  day,  by  the  regula¬ 
rity  and  diftindtnefs  of  the  fpots,  and  by  its 
principally  occupying  the  neck,  the  back,  and 
the  loins.  On  the  other  hand  in  the  fcarlet  fever, 
the  eruption  generally  appears  about  the  third 
day  ;  con  fills  either  of  broad  blotches,  or  elfe 
one  continued  rednefs,  which  fpreads  over  the 
face  and  the  whole  body. 

In  the  fever  called  p  pur  a ,  the  pu  ft  tiles  are 
»  prominent,  keep  their  colour  under  preffure5 
and  never  appear  early  in  the  difeafe ;  where¬ 
as  in  the  fcarlet  fever,  the  eruption  appears  more 
early,  is  not  prominent,  but  perfectly  fmooth 
to  the  touch,  and  becomes  quite  white  under 

Although  the  purple  fever  and  fcarlatina 
may  be  connected  by  fome  general  caufe,  yet 

our 


preffure 


t 
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our  author  takes  occafion  to  obferve,  that  they 
cannot  be  mere  modifications  of  the  fame 
eruption  ;  for  examples  occurs,  he  fays,  of  the 
fame  perfon  being  firft  feized  with  one  of  thefe 
diforders,  and  afterwards  with  the  other ;  but 
he  never  met  with  an  inftance  of  the  fame 
perfon  having  the  fcarlet  fever  twice;  and  he 
believes  it  to  be  as  great  an  improbability  as  a 
repetition  of  the  fmaji-pox. 

This  diforder  is  particularly  diflinguifhed 
from  the  meafles,  we  are  told,  by  the  want  of 
that  cough,  watery  eye,  and  running  at  the 
nofe,  which  are  known  to  be  the  predominant 
ivmptoms  in  the  early  date  of  the  meafles, 
but  are  never  known  to  exift  in  the  fcarlatina. 

From  the  eryfipelas  this  difeafe  is  diftinguifii- 
able,  by  the  limited  feat  of  the  former,  toge¬ 
ther  with  its  not  being  contagious. 

The  ulcerated  fore  throat,  however,  is  more 

*  r  *  • 

difficult  to  diflinguifh  from  this  difeafe  than 
any  other;  and  yet  the  diflindion  is  a  matter 
of  the  greateft  importance,  as  the  method  of 
treatment,  we  are  told,  ought  to  be  extremely 
different. — But  although  in  a  number  of  cir- 
cumftances,  thele  two  difeafes  bear  a  very  great 
refemblance,  yet,  with  a  little  attention,  the 

one  may  in  general  be  diflinguifhed  from  the 
f'  .  other. 
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other.  From  Dr.  FothergilTs  account  of  the 
Sore  Throat  attended  with  Ulcers,  our  author  has 
made  out  the  following  charadteriflical  circum- 
flances  of  the  two  difeafes,  contrafted  to  one 
another. 

Scarlatina  Anginofa. 


Seajon.  .  Summer  .  .  Au¬ 
tumn. 

Air .  .  Hot  .  .  Dry. 

Places .  High  .  .  Dry  ,  .  . 
Gravelly. 

Subjects.  Vigorous.  Both 

fexes  alike.  .  Robufl  in 

\ 

mofl  danger  .... 

Skin .  Full  fcarlet  .  .  .  . 
fmooth  .  .  If  pimply, 
the  pimples  white  at 
the  top  .  .  Always  dry 
and  hot. 

Eyes.  Shining,  equable, 
intenfe  rednefs,  rarely 
watery. 

Throat .  In  fummer,  ton- 
fils,  &c.  little  tume¬ 
fied  $  no  flough  ,  .  In 
autumn,  more  fwelled. 
Integuments  feparat- 
ing  .  .  Sloughs  white. 


Angina  Gangrenofa. 

Seafon.  .  Spring  .  .  Win¬ 
ter. 

Air.  .  Warm  .  .  Moifl. 

Places.  Clofe.  .  Low  .  • 
Damp.  .  Marfhy. 

Subjects.  Delicate  .  .Wo¬ 
men  and  female  Chil¬ 
dren.  Robufl:  adults 
not  in  danger. 

Skin.  Red  tinge  .  .  pim¬ 
ply.  .The  pimples  red¬ 
der  than  the  Interfaces 
.  .  bedewed  with  fweat 
towards  morning. 

Eyes.  Inflamed  and  wa¬ 
tery,  or  funk  and  dead. 

Throat.  Tonfils,  &c.  con- 
fiderably  fwelled  and 
ulcerated  .  .  .  Sloughs 
dark  brown. 


Breath* 
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Breath .  Very  hot>but  not 
foetid. 

Voice .  In  fummer,  natural 
Bowels.  Regular  at  the  ac- 
ceffion. 

Blood.  Buffy.  .  Firm. 

' Termination .  The  3d,  5th, 
8th,  or  1  ith  day. 
Nature.  Inflammatory. 


Breath.  OfFenfive  to  the 
patients  and  afliftants. 

Voice.  Flat  and  Rattling. 

Bowels.  .  Purging  at  the 
acceflion. 

Blood.  .  Florid  .  .  Tender, 

Termination .  No  Rated 
period. 

Nature .  Putrid. 


It;  is  not  pretended,  our  author  remarks,  that 
all  the  above  contrafted  fymptoms  will  be  met 
with  in  every  cafe.  It  is  enough,  heobferves, 
that  fome  of  them  appear,  and  that  if  conjoined, 
with  the  confideration  of  the  prevailing  confti- 
tution,  they  enable  us  to  direct  that  mode 
of  treatment  which  will  moft  contribute  to  the 
relief  of  the  fick. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  different  articles 
of  cure,  our  author,  begs  the  attention  of 
the  reader  to  the  following  principles.  As 
they  did  not,  derive  their  origin  from  any 
pre-con ceivea  theory,  nor  from  any  pre-difpo- 
iition  to  particular  opinions,  butfrom  adtual 
obfervation,  he  therefore  offers  them  as  mat- 
ters  of  fadto 

U  . 


1.  The 


&8  8 


§ 

M  E  D  I  C  A  L 

1.  He  affirms  that  the  immediate  caufe  of 
this  difeafe  is  a  poifon  of  a  peculiar  kind, 
communicable  by  -contagion. 

2.  That  this  poifon  'firft  takes  polTeffion  of  the 
mucous  membrane,  lining  the  fauces  and  the 
nofe ;  and  either  by  its  action  upon  the  fecre- 
tory  glands,  or  upon  the  muqus  itfeif,  affimi- 
lates  that  mucus  to  its  own  nature. 

3.  That  it  is  from  this  beginning,  and  from 
this  only,  that  it  fpreads  to  the  ftomach  See. 
and  at  length  adts  upon  the  fyftem  at  large. 

4»  That  its  firft  adtion  upon  the  nerves,  is 
of  a  fedative  or  debilitating  nature. 

5,  That  in  confequence  of  certain  laws  of 
the  nervous  fyftem,  when  the  debilitating  ef¬ 
fects  operate  upon  the  fenforium  commune,  a 
reaction  takes  place;  and  that  this  readtion,  is 
cseteris  paribus,  proportioned  to  the  debilitat¬ 
ing  power. 

6.  That,  in  confequence  of  this  re-action  of 
the  nervous  fyftem,  the  vibratory  motion  of 
the  capillary  blood-veffels  dependent  thereon 
is  greatly  increafed;  an  unufually  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  blood  is  accumulated  in  thole  veffels  ; 
the  heart  and  large  blood-veflels  are  deprived 
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of  their  cuflomary  proportion ;  and  hence, 
though  Simulated  to  more  frequent  contrac¬ 
tion,  the  pulfe  mud  necefiarily  be  feeble. 

7.  That  as  violent  exertions  are  followed  by 
debility,  upon  the  ceflation  of  the  fever,  the 
capillary  veffels,  which  had  adted  with  fuch 
unufual  violence,  are  left  in  a  Hate  of  extreme 
debility,  and  are  long  in  recovering  their  tone; 
hence  it  is  that  fo  many  patients  afterwards; 
become  dropfical.  » 

Our  author,  now  proceeds  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  different  remedies,  which  either 
are  at  prefent  in  common  ufe,  or  have  been 
recommended  as  proper  in  this  difeafe. 

Blood-letting . — This  remedy  has  been  recom¬ 
mended  by  authors,  but  fuch  was  the  Hate 
of  the  pulfe  in  this  diforder,  at  leafl  during' 
the  fumrner  months,  that  it  was  not  in  any 
inHance  thought  advifeable  to  take  away 
blood.  In  fome  cafes,  indeed,  where  the  fiery 
rednefs  of  the  eyes  feemed  to  demand  the  ufe 
of  leeches,  they  were  had  recourfe  to,  but 
never  with  any  advantage.  In  the  harveH 
months,  when  the  pulfe  was  more  firm,  and 
when  fuffocation  feemed  to  be  threatened  from 
the  fvvelling  in  the  fauces,  blood  letting  was 
farnetimes  advifed,  but  Hill  with  lefs  advan¬ 
tage 
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than  one  would  have  expe&ed  in  almoft  any 

s 

other  fituation, 

Vomit  ting. — This,  our  author  obferves,  feems 
to  be  the  remedy  of  nature,  and  he  is  furprif- 
ed  how  it  Ihould  have  been  omitted  by  feveral 
authors,  who  have  gone  before  him.  Vomit¬ 
ing,  he  fays,  mod  amply  fulfils  the  indications 
arifing  both  from  a  confideration  of  the  caufe 
and  of  the  effects ;  and  a  liberal  ufe  of  the 
remedy  he  holds  forth  as  the  true  foundation 
for  fuecefsful  practice,  in  fcarlet  fever  and  fore 
throat.— His  common  form  of  emetic  is  a 
combination  of  tartar  emetic  and  ipecacuanha* 
given  in  pretty  fmart  dozes  ;  and  thefe  are  to 
be  repeated  at  lead  once  in  forty* eight  hours; 
and  in  the  word  cafes  fo  often  as  twice  in 
twenty-four  hours. 

P urging. — The  adtion  of  purgatives  is  com 
iidered  by  our  author,  as  altogether  repugnant 
to  the  curative  indications  in  this  difeafe ;  for 
the  poifon,  as  formerly  remarked,  being  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  fydem  by  the  fauces,  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  a  purge,  indead  of  difeharging  it, 
can  only  promote  its  diffufion  along  the  ali¬ 
mentary  canal  ;  and  in  fact,  we  are  told,  that 
when  even  a  fpontaneous  purging  fupervenes 
in  this  difeafe,  the  patients  fink  fo  amazingly 

fad. 
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faft,  that  it  is  not  within  the  reach  of  art  to 
fupport  them. 

Sudorifics.  Cordials.  Alexiph armies. — None  of 
thefe  remedies  were  found  beneficial.  With 
refpedt  to  cordials,  our  author  obferves,  that 
although  they  feem  to  be  indicated  by  the 
great  lofs  of  ftrength  and  feeble  pulfe,  yet  the 
certain  confequence  of  their  ufe  always  was, 
an  increafe  of  reftleffnefs,  of  the  delirium,  and 
of  the  heat. 

Diuretics — Thefe  were  found  very  beneficial.' 
The  vegetable  fixed  alkali  is  recommended  as  the 
moft  proper  article  of  this  kind  :  a  dram  or 
two  may  be  eaiily  fwallowed  every  twrenty-four 
hours,  by  giving  a  fmall  quantity  in  every 
thing  the  patient  drinks. 

Peruvian  bark. — No  medicine,  we  are  told, 
ever  had  a  fairer  trial  in  any  difeafe  than  the  Pe¬ 
ruvian  bark  had  in  this  epidemic;  for  the  feeble 
pulfe,  great  proftration  of  ftrength,  with  here 
and  there  a  livid  fpot,  were  thought  to  be  fuck 
undeniable  evidences  of  a  putrid  tendency,  that 
the  bark  was  poured  down  not  with  a  fparing  hand. 
But  this  was  only  at  fir  ft,  for  thefe  livid  fpots, 
and  the  floughs  in  the  throat  being  found  to  be 
the  effects  of  inflammation  inftead  of  putrefac¬ 
tion. 
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tion,  arid  the  bark  inflead  of  diminifhing,  rathef 
increafing  thefe  fymptoms,  it  was  at  lad  en¬ 
tirely  laid  afide. 

Upon  the  fame  principles  that  bark  was  pre¬ 
ferred,  fixable  air  was  at  firft  likewife  advifed, 
but  with  no  evident  effedls,  either  one  way  or 
another.— Dulcified  acids  were  alfo  had  re* 

«  .  .r  W  /  «'  ■* 

courfe  to,  but  with  no  advantage. 

Opiates ,  although  recommended  by  fome  au¬ 
thors,  for  the  removal  of  inquietude  and  watch- 
fulnefs,  yet  in  this  epidemic,  infiead  of  affect¬ 
ing  thefe  purpofes,  always  increafed  the  difirefs 
of  the  patient. 

Blifters.—ln  the  fummer  appearance  of  the 
difeafe,  blifters  were  univerfally  detrimental ; 
they  never  failed  to  haften  the  delirium,  and 
if  the  cafe  was  of  the  word  kind,  they  too  of¬ 
ten  confirmed  its  fatal  tendency,— In  the  au- 
tumnal  feafon,  when  the  inflammation  was  lefs 
generally  diffufed  through  the  body,  they  were 
lefs  detrimental,  but  did  not  even  here  produce 

any  beneficial  effedls. 

>  *  < 

Injected  gargles  of  contrayerva  decodlion, 
fweetened  with  oxymel  of  fquills,  &c.  were 
found  very  beneficial  in  bringing  away  large 
quantities  of  vifeid  ropy  fluff  from  the  fauces. 

The 
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The  immerfion  of  the  feet  and  legs  in  warm 
water,  although  it  did  no  harm,  yet  did  not 
cither  procure  fleep,  or  abate  the  delirium,  as 
it  frequently  does  in  other  kinds  of  fever. 

As  in  fummer  it  was  found  difficult  to  keep 
the  patient's  fufficiently  cool,  they  were  order¬ 
ed  to  lie  upon  a  mattrefs,  inftead  of  a  feather¬ 
bed  ;  a  free  circulation  of  air  was  kept  up, 
and  where  the  patient’s  ftrength  would  admit 
of  it,  they  were  ordered  frequently  out  of 
doors.  Animal  food  and  fermented  liquors 
were  denied  them,  and  nothing  allowed  but 
tea,  coffee,  chocolate,  milk  and  water,  gruel, 
barley  water,  and  fuch  articles. 

With  refpedt  to  the  drop  deal  diforder  which 
fo  frequently  fucceeds  to  this  complaint,  it 
was  never  obferved,  our  author  remarks,  when 
the  preceding  fymptoms  had  been  _  properly 
treated. 

When  called  upon  to  patients  in  the  drop- 
fical  hate,  our  author  commences  his  practice 
by  a  dofe  of  calomel  at  night,  and  a  purgative 
in  the  morning. — When  a  febrile  pulfe  attend¬ 
ed  the  other  fymptoms,  emetics  were  ufeful, 
as  well  the  faline  draughts  and  other  neutral 
fairs. — When  great  debility,  comatofe,  or  pe- 
ripneumonic  fymptoms  occurred,  bliflers  were 

Vol.  VI.  No.  23.  X  found 
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found  very  ferviceable;  but  when  dropfical 
fymptoms  were  the  principal  caufe  of  com¬ 
plaint,  fmall  dofes  of  rhubarb  and  calomel 
are  advifed  ;  recourfe  was  alfo  had  to  diluted 
folutions  of  fixed  alkalies,  fquills,  Seltzer  wa¬ 
ters,  and  other  diuretics. 

When  the  urine  flows  freely,  fieel,  and  other 
tonics,  are  recommended  ;  together  with  gen¬ 
tle  exercife,  high-feafoned  foods,  wine,  and 
the  wearing  of  flannel  in  contadt  with  the 
Ikin. 

Our  author  concludes  his  eflav  with  an  enu¬ 
meration  of  feveral  cafes,  treated  according 
to  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  preceding 
part  of  this  publication.  The  fuccefsful  ter¬ 
mination  of  thefe  cafes  demonflrates  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  the  practice  which  he  has  recom¬ 
mended. 


VI.  Mathaei 
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VI. 

Mathaei  Francifci  Alix.  Median*  et  Chirurgia 
DoStoris,  &c.  Obfervata  Chirurgica.  Fafcicul. 

Ill  et  IV.  8 vo,  Francafurti. 

1 

ON  a  former  occafion  we  prefented  our 
readers  with  various  articles  taken  from 
preceding  parts  of  the  work  before  us ;  two 
other  falciculi  have  fince  been  publifhed,  from 
which  we  fhall  .extradt  an  account  of  fuch  ar¬ 
ticles  as  appear  to  be  of  moil  confequence. 

Infans  fex  annorum ,  cujus  brachium  anterius  figura 
morfus  cams  rabidi  exhibebat ,  ejufque  curatio . 

Our  author  was  called  to  a  child,  who 
about  a  fortnight  before,  had  been  bit  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  one  of  his  arms  by  a  dog;  the 
wounds  were  at  this  time  perfectly  healed, 
but  the  marks  left  by  the  teeth  of  the  dog 
were  ftill  very  evident  in  the  cicatrices  which 
remained. 

The  child  was  now  reftlefs,  complained  of 
third:,  but  on  drink  being  brought  to  him 
could  not  fwallow  it ;  his  pulfe  was  full,  his  fkir* 
hot,  his  eyes  fixed  and  confufed,  he  could  not 

X  2  fleep. 
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fleep,  and  as  the  fight  of  other  people  was 
very  difagreeable  to  him  he  always  endeavour- 
to  keep  himfelf  concealed  in  dark  obfcure 

The  child  was  blooded  two  different  times* 
and  blifters  being  applied  to  the  parts  which 
had  been  bit*  a  fuppuration  was  thereby  in¬ 
duced  and  the  difcharge  continued  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time.  Nitre  and  camphor  were  pre¬ 
ferred,  together  with  Plenk’s  mercurial  folu- 
tion  ;  and  in  order  to  preferve  a  lax  ftate  of 
the  abdomen*  glyfiers  and  gentle  purgatives 
were  at  proper  intervals  adminiflred. 

By  a  due  continution  of  this1  courfe,  a  com 
plete  cure  was  obtained  ;  and  the  bark,  with 
Virginian  fnake-root,  were  afterwards  exhibit¬ 
ed*  by  way  of  preventing  a  return  of  the 
fymptoms. 

Ccefio  novaculrf)  qua  vir  quidam ,  Jibt  abfdndebat , 
tefticulum  cum  J'croto ,  et  membro  vir ili y  ad  hujus 
ufque  originem . 

We  are  here  prefented  with  the  hiftory  of  a 
man*  who  in  a  fit  of  lunacy,  deprived  himfelf 
by  means  of  a  razor,  of  both  teftes,  fcrotum* 

and  penis* 
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The  haemorrhage  that  enfued  was  not  confi- 
derable,  the  man  himfelf  having  got  a  fuffici- 
ent  command  of  it  by  gentle  prelfure  ;  and  a 
furgeon  having  been  afterwards  called  in,  the 
parts  were  eaffiy  cured. 

The  chief  intention  our  author  feems  to  have 
in  view  by  relating  this  cafe,  is  to  afford  an 
additional  proof  to  the  many  other  already  in 
record,  of  there  being  no  neceffity  in  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  caftration,  for  a  ligature  on  the  fper- 
matic  veffels. 

Faralyfis  extremorum  et  alia  Jymptomata  prodn&a 
a  vermibus  lumbrkh  in  ftomacho ,  vejica  urinaria 
et  intejlinis  hrerentibus ,  quibus  etiam  afcarides 
accedebant , 

A  man,  aged  55,  complained  of  naufea,  vo¬ 
miting,  want  of  appetite,  pains  in  all  his 
joints,  and  a  paralytic  weaknefs  in  his  different 
limbs.  To  thefe  fupervened,  headach,  cold- 
nefs  of  the  extremities,  difficulty  in  palling  his 
water,  which  was  alfo  frequently  confiderably 
tinged  with  blood,  his  pulfe  was  feeble,  the 
fkin  dry,  his  face  pale  and  of  a  yellowifh  hue3 
his  breath  foetid ;  now  and  then  he  com¬ 
plained  of  pains  in  his  bowels ;  he  was  cof» 

X  3  tive. 
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rive,  and  a  confiderable  tenfion  occurred  in  his 
abdomen. 

z  i 

An  emetic  being  prefcribed,  with  a  view  to 
the  ftomachic  fymptoms,  a  number  of  worms, 
of  the  lumbricous  kind,  were  thrown  up  ;  and 
as  this  gave  reafon  to  fufpetff  worms  to  be  the 
caufe  of  the  diforder,  gentle  laxatives,  toge- 
with  anthelmintics  were  prefcribed.  By  thefe 
means  the  feveral  fymptoms  were  foon  remov¬ 
ed,  and  the  man  returned  to  his  ordinary  way 
of  life. 

In  the  courfe  of  three  or  four  week  how¬ 
ever,  from  this  period,  he  was  feized  with  a 
difficulty  of  making  water,  and  found  it  im- 
poffible  with  all  his  endeavours  to  get  it  ac- 
compliffied.  At  laft  after  a  violent  effort,  he 
perceived  a  long  worm  coming  away  from  the 
urethra,  and  having  pulled  it  out  he  got  a 
large  quantity  of  bloody  urine  eafily  pafled. 

Another  courfe  of  anthelmintic  medicines  was 
again  advifed,  together  with  corroborants ;  and 
no  farther  returns  of  the  complaints  were  ob* 
ferved. 

De  urina  ex  umbilico  prcfluente. 

A  woman,  twenty  years  of  age,  and  three 
months  gone  with  child,  was  fuddenly  feized 

with 
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with  a  retention  of  urine,  from  an  inflamma¬ 
tory  affection  about  the  neck  of  the  bladder. 

The  patient  having  been  improperly  treated, 
did  not  get  any  urine  pafled  for  the  fpace  of 
eight  days,  during  which  period  Ihe  futfered 
the  moil:  fevere  pains.  About  this  time  a  fwel- 
ling  occured  at  the  umbilicus,  which  break¬ 
ing  the  following  day,  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  urine  was  by  flow  degrees  difcharged. 

Our  author  being  now  called  in,  endea¬ 
voured  fir  ft  to  empty  the  bladder  by  means  of 
a  catheter ;  this  being  done,  and  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  urine,  mixed  with  pus,  being  difcharged, 
the  patient  was  put  upon  a  courfe  of  bark  and 
other  corroborants ;  and  injections,  of  decoc¬ 
tions  of  bark,  mixed  with  mel  rofarum,  were 
thrown  into  the  bladder,  with  a  view  to  de¬ 
terge  and  heal  fuch  ulcers  as  might  remain 
after  the  collections  of  matter. 

By  a  continuation  of  this  courfe,  and  care 
being  at  the  fame  time  taken,  by  means  of  a 
frequent  ufe  of  the  catheter,  to  prevent  the 
urine  from  collecting  in  any  confiderable  quan¬ 
tity,  a  complete  cure  was  at  laft  obtained,  by 
the  lore  at  the  umbilicus  healing  up,  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  urine  came  to  be  properly 
difcharged  from  the  uretha. 
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Medical  Cafes  feleBed  from  the  Records  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  Difpenfary  at  Edinburgh ,  with  Remarks  and 
Obfervations .  Being  th$  Subfance  of  Cafe  Lec¬ 
tures  delivered  during  the  Tears  1776-7.  By 
Andrew  Duncan,  M  D.  Fellozv  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Bhyficians ,  &c.  8m  Edinburgh. 

IN  the  greater  part  of  feleCtions  of  medical 
cafes,  the  objeCt  of  the  compilers  feems  to 
have  been,  to  exhibit  faithful  hiftories  of  af¬ 
fections  diftinguifhed  by  their  Angularity.  But 
in  the  volume  before  us,  moft  of  the  cafes 
which  are  recorded  have  no  title  to  fuch  a  cha¬ 
racter.  Here  it  has  been  the  principal  aim 
of  the  author,  to  eftablifh  fome  general  doc¬ 
trines  which  are  in  a  great  meafure  peculiar  to 
himfelf ;  and  to  point  out  the  advantages 
which  may  be  derived  from  practices  not  com¬ 
monly  employed.  When  thefe  are  the  objects 
which  he  had  in  view,  his  work  will  not  be 
the  lefs  ufeful  that  he  has  chofen  as  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  his  obfervations,  the  cafes  of  patients 
fubjeCted  to  difeafes  which  are  by  no  means 
uncommon  occurrences.  But  how  far  the  ob¬ 
fervations 


COMMENTARIES.  301 

fervations  which  he  has  offered  are  fufficient, 
either  for  eftablifhing  the  propriety  of  the 
pradtice  which  he  adopted,  or  for  demon- 
ftrating  the  truth  of  the  dodtrine  which  he 
fupports,  we  will  not  take  upon  us  to  deter¬ 
mine. 

It  is  probable,  that  every  candid  and  judi¬ 
cious  reader  will  by  no  means  form  the  fame 
fentiments  with  regard  to  all  the  cafes  which 
are  here  treated.  And  there  are  fome  of  our 
author’s  dodtrines,  which  differ  fo  widely  from 
the  almoft  univerfally  received  opinions  of 
medical  writers,  that  they  will  not  probably 
be  readily  or  precipitately  adopted.  If,  how¬ 
ever,  he  has  been  able  to  render  them  in  any 
degree  probable,  by  deducing  arguments  from 
his  own  reading  and  obfervation,  thefe  may, 
perhaps,  have  the  effedt  of  turning  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  other  pradtitioners  to  future  fadts,  by 
which  alone  they  will  either  be  mod  certainly 
eflablifhed,  or  moft  effedtually  refuted. 

A  proper  analyfis  of  every  fubjedt  which  is 
treated  of  in  a  mifcellaneous  volume,  would 
much  exceed  the  neceffary  limits  in  a  publica¬ 
tion  of  this  nature.  We  can  now,  therefore, 
propofe  to  prefent  our  readers  with  a  particular 
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account  of  a  few  only  of  the  articles  which 
are  contained  in  this  publication. 

The  fubjedt  of  the  firft  article  is  a  cafe  of 
epilepfy.  In  the  remarks  which  are  given  on 
the  hiftory  of  this  cafe,  the  author  endeavours 
to  point  out  thofe  particulars  by  which,  he 
thinks,  that  epileptic  affedtions  may  be  moft 
certainly  diftinguifhed  from  thofe  difeafes 
which  moft  nearly  referable  them,  and  which 
prove  the  prefent  cafe  to  be  an  inftance  of  ge- 
nuine  epilepfy.  With  this  view,  the  circum- 
ftances,  on  which  he  puts  the  chief  depend- 
ance,  are  the  age  and  fex  of  the  patient,  the 
nature  and  appearance  of  the  convulfive  agi¬ 
tations,  the  foaming  of  the  mouth,  but  above 
all,  the  total  abolition  of  the  external  and  in¬ 
ternal  fenfes  which  occur  during  the  paroxyfms. 
While  the  former  particulars  give  a  ftrong  pre- 
fumption  of  epilepfy,  i  he  confiders  thefe  laft 
circumftances,  as  affording  a  more  certain 
ground  for  diftinguifhing  this  affedtion  from 
hyfteria,  tnan  the  ctiforder  of  the  alimentary 
canal,  and  the  ienfe  of  a  ball  riling  to  the 
throat  which  have  been  confidered  as  patho¬ 
gnomonic  fy mp toms  of  the  latter  difeafe. 
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Having  on  thefe  grounds  pronounced  the 
difeafe  of  this  patient  to  be  epilepfy*  he  next 
proceeds  to  confider  how  far  the  caufe  from 
which  it  has  originated*  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
can  be  afcertained.  And  here  the  circum- 
itances  of  this  patient*  who  had  lived  con- 
flantly  in  the  houfe  with  his  mother,  a  woman 
long  fubjeCted  to  affections  of  a  fimilar  na¬ 
ture*  and  who  had  always  flept  in  the  fame 
bed  with  her,  naturally  lead  our  author  to 
make  fome  remarks  on  the  opinions  which 
have  been  held  concerning  the  hereditary  and 
infectious  nature  of  this  difeafe.  Although  he 
readily  allows  that  epilepfy  is  an  hereditary  af- 
affeCtion  yet  he  concludes  that  this  patient’s  dif¬ 
eafe  did  not  depend  upon  that  caufe*  from  the 
difeafe  being  induced  in  the  mother  by  an  ac¬ 
cident  only  which  happened  long  poflerior  to 
the  birth  of  this  foil.  The  fuppofition  that 
epilepfy  can  be  communicated  from  conta¬ 
gion  by  contaCt  is*  in  our  author’s  opinion,  fup- 
ported  by  no  faCts,  and  repugnant  to  every 
well-founded  idea  refpeCting  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe.  But  he  contends  that  in  this*  as  well 
as  in  fome  affeCtions  nearly  fimilar,  the  influ- 
enceof  theimpreffion  made  by  being  frequently 
a  witnefs  of  fits,  is  a  cafe  which  in  certain  habits 
will  be  fufficient  to  induce  epilepfy.  To  this 
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caufe  he  refers  the  prefent  inftance  ;  and  he 
adds,  that  many  other  cafes  have  occured  to 
him,  where  epilepfy  could  manifeftly  be  traced 
to  fuch  an  origin. 

That  many  inftances  of  epilepfy  are  totally 
incurable  by  any  treatment  with  which  medi¬ 
cal  praditioners  are  yet  acquainted,  is  not  to 
be  denied.  While,  however,  our  author  con- 
fiders  it  to  be  a  difeafe  which,  on  fome  occa- 
fions  at  leaft,  does  admit  of  a  cure,  he  is  in-, 
dined  to  think  that  fuch  inftances  as  the  pre¬ 
fent  afford  a  better  chance  of  fuccefsful  treat¬ 
ment  than  moft  others.  Notwithftanding  there¬ 
fore  the  obftinacy  of  this  affedion,  even  in  its 
moft  flight  form,  he  ventured  to  deliver  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  in  this  inftance,  the  epilepfy 
might  at  leaft  be  alleviated,  if  not  completely 
removed. 

The  cure  of  epilepfy,  according  to  our 
author,  is  chiefly  to  be  expeded  on  one  of 
two  principles ;  either  by  the  removal  of  fuch 
caufes  as  ferve  to  excite  the  fits,  or  by  inducing 
fuch  a  change  on  the  ftate  of  the  nervous  power, 
that  the  exciting  caufe  will  ceafe  to  have  its 
former  effedt.  It  was  with  the  firft  of  thefe  in¬ 
tentions,  that  this  patient  was  put  upon  the  ufe 
of  the  pilulae  cjerules.  The  only  pharmaco- 
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poea^  into  which  this  article,  as  far  as  we  can 
obferve,  has  a  place,  is  that  of  the  Edinburgh 
college  publifhed  in  1774.  And  when  we 
confider  that  it  has  neither  been  introduced 
into  the  Pharmacopoea  buecica,  Difpenfatori- 
um  Brunfvicenfe,  nor  other  works  of  a  fimilar  • 
nature,  which  have  been  publifhed  fince  that 
date,  we  may  prefume  that  it  is  a  remedy 
which  is  not  at  prefent  in  very  general  ufe. 
The  hiftory  of  a  cafe,  therefore,  in  which  it 
feems  to  have  been  productive  of  the  mod 
falutary  effects,  may  ferve  to  recommend  it  to 
more  general  employment. 

The  pilulae  cerulese  as  they  have  been  called, 

conlift  of  the  cuprum  ammoniacum,  united 

with  bread  intended  merely  to  give  a  proper 

form.  It  is  therefore  on  the  former  that  the 

activity  of  the  medicine  mult  folely  depend. 

And  in  this  preparation  of  copper  that  metal 

is  reduced  to  a  faline  Hate  by  the  fpirit  of  fal 

ammoniac.  It  is  well  known  that  many  of 

thofe  faline  fubltances  which  have  copper  for 

their  bafis  are  of  fuch  activity  as  to  render  the 

internal  ufe  of  them  by  no  means  fafe.  But, 

according  to  our  author,  from  the  prudent  ad- 

miniftration  of  this  medicine  very  conhderable 

effects,  as  a  tonic,  may  be  obtained,  without 

* 
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any  inconvenience  refulting  from  its  influence 
as  a  ftimulant.  For  this  purpofe,  the  prefent 
patient  began  the  ufe  of  it  by  taking  every 
evening  one  of  the  pilulafceruleae,  containing 
half  a  grain  of  the  cuprum  ammoniaci.  Al¬ 
though  this  had  at  firft  the  effed:  of  exciting 
confiderable  ficknefs  at  flomach,  yet  in  a  Ihort 
time  it  was  borne  without  any  inconvenience  : 
after  which  the  quantity  was  gradually  en- 
creafed,  as  the  ftate  of  his  flomach  would  ad¬ 
mit  of  it. 

On  the  ufe  of  this  medicine  he  continued 
for  the  fpace  of  two  months.  From  the  time 
that  he  began  this  courfe  his  fits  became  lefs 
frequent,  and  from  a  long  interval  without 
any  threatening  of  attack,  although  he  was 
frequently  expofed  to  accidents  which  formerly 
induced  fits,  there  was  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  diieafe  was  completely  overcome.  In  this 
fituation  he  was  difmifled  from  farther  attend¬ 
ance  at  the  Difpenfary.  Our  author,  therefore, 
confiders  this  cafe  as  affording  an  example  of 
the  cure  of  epilepfy  by  means  of  the  cuprum 
ammoniacum.  And  he  tells  us,  that  this  is 
not  the  only  inftance  in  which  he  has  found  it 
to  be  attended  with  manifefily  good  confe¬ 
rences  in  fitch  affections.  He  is  very  far, 

how- 
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however,  from  reprefenting  it  as  an  infallible 
remedy.  And  when  he  tells  us,  that  in  fome 
inftances  he  has  employed  it  without  any  be¬ 
nefit,  this  ought  to  induce  practitioners  to  con- 
fider  it  as  meriting  a  fair  trial  in  every  cafe, 
where  other  medicines  are  found  ineffectual  - 
although  in  many  of  thefe  it  ffiould  not  be  at¬ 
tended  with  fuccefs. 

If  the  firft  article  of  this  work  affords  an 
example  of  the  luccefsful  cure  of  an  affection* 
in  its  nature  obftinate,  by  means  of  a  remedy 
not  generally  employed  ;  the  laft  furnifhes  us 
with  an  example  of  the  efficacy  of  a  medicine 
which,  although  recommended  by  the  earliefl 
medical  writers,  has  been  long  and  too  much 
negledted.  Although  the  root  of  the  fern  had 
been  recommended  by  Diofcorides,  Galen, 
and  others,  for  expelling  from  the  inteftinal 
canal  that  worm  which  has  the  name  of  tsenia, 
yet  its  influence  feems  to  have  been  fo  little 
known,  that  in  prefent  age  it  feems  to  have 
been  principally,  if  not  only  exhibited  by  thofe 
who  made  a  fecret.  of  their  mode  of  practice. 
And  very  lately,  when  an  account  of  the  me¬ 
thod  of  treatment  employed  by  Madame  Nouf- 
fer,  after  being  fubjedted  to  trial  under  the 
infpedtion  of  fome  of  the  molt  eminent  phy- 
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in  Paris,  was  made  public  by  order  of  the 
French  King ;  it  appeared  that  her  fuccefs, 
according  to  her  own  account  at  lead:,  princi¬ 
pally  depended  on  the  powder  of  the  male 
fern  ;  the  Polypodium  Filix  Mas  of  Lin¬ 
naeus. 

In  the  25th  article  of  the  prefent  publi¬ 
cation,  we  are  prefented  with  the  cafe  of  a 
woman,  who  difcharged  every  day,  by  the  anus, 
numerous  fragments  of  a  taenia  of  different 
fizes.  She  was  affected  alfo  with  many  other 
fymptoms,  which,  in  all  probability,  were  to 
be  afcribed  to  that  part  of  this  animal  which 
Hill  continued  in  the  alimentary  canal.  Before 
fhe  applied  for  afliflance  at  the  Edinburgh  Dif* 
penfary  in  September,  1777,  had  ^een  °h- 
ferved  to  difcharge  portions  of  this  kind  of 
worm  for  the  fpace  of  thirty  years. 

During  that  period,  many  different  medi¬ 
cines  had  been  ufed,  from  the  ufe  of  fome  of 
which  very  large  portions  of  the  t^nia  had 
been  brought  away.  But  fhe  was  never  by  this 
means  entirely  freed  from  her  fymptoms  5  and 
after  a  very  fhort  interval,  more  fragments 
were  again  obferved  to  come  away.  As  the 
means  before  employed .  had  been  ineffe&ual 
in  producing  a  radical  cure,  when  fhe  came 

under 
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under  the  care  of  Dr.  Duncan  at  the  Difpen- 
fary,  he  refolved  to  put  her  upon  the  ufe  of 
Madame  Nouffer’s  medicines.  By  his  direction 
fhe  took,  early  in  the  morning,  a  dram  of  the 
powder  of  the  root  of  the  male  fern.  This 
was  fucceeded,  after  an  interval  of  four  hours,  * 
by  the  ufe  of  a  purgative,  confifting  of  an 
ounce  and  a  half  of  cream  of  tartar,  together 
with  three  grains  of  gamboge,  and  as  much 
calomel,  formed  into  an  eledtary  with  Ample 
fyrup. 

From  the  ufe  of  thefe  medicines,  feveral 
larger  fragments,  which,  taken  altogether,  were 
about  fifty  inches  in  length,  were  brought 
away.  And  the  day  following,  fome  fmaller 
fragments  were  difcharged  ;  but,  contrary  to 
what  had  formerly  been  the  cafe,  they  came 
off  in  a  dead  fiate.  The  confequence  of  this 
difcharge  was,  that  fhe  was  foon  freed  from 
the  fymptoms  to  which  fhe  had  been  before 
fubjedted  ;  and  although  the  fame  medicines 
were  afterwards  repeated,  no  more  fragments 
of  the  worm  could  be  difcovered.  As  fhe  has 
fince  continued  free  from  any  return  of  her 
complaint  for  the  fpace  of  many  months,  there 
is  great  reafon  to  hope,  that  from  this  pradtice 
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a  complete  and  radical  cure  has  been  ob¬ 
tained. 

If  in  the  firft  and  laffc  articles  of  this  work, 
we  have  examples  of  practices  which  are  not 
very  common;  fo  in  the  obfervations  on  many 
cafes,  particular  doctrines  are  attempted  to  be 
eftablifhed  which  lead  to  modes  of  cure,  at  ‘ 
leaft  in  fome  degree  different  from  what  are 
commonly  followed.  But  in  no  inftance  is  this 
more  remarkable  than  in  the  1 8th  article,  the 
fubjeCt  of  which  is  a  cafe  of  venereal  go¬ 
norrhoea.  In  his  obfervations  on  this  cafe,  he 
endeavours,  by  many  arguments  to  prove,  that 
gonorrhoea  depends  on  an  infectious  matter,  in 
Its  nature  elTentially  different  from  that  which 
produces  fyphilis.  But  before  attempting  to 
eftablilh  this  doCtrine,  he  firft  endeavours  to 
refute  thofe  which  have  chiefly  been  ufed  in 
fupport  of  a  contrary  opinion. 

As  a  proof  that  gonorrhoea  and  fyphilis 
depend  on  precifely  the  fame  infectious  matter. 

It  is  urged,  that  both  difeafes  are  very  gene¬ 
rally  the  confequences  of  the  fame  remote 
caufe,  that  is,  communication  with  an  infect¬ 
ed  female ;  that  from  a  tingle  inflance  of  ex- 
pofure  to  infedtion  a  patient  will  be  fubjeCted 
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to  both  difeafes ;  that  from  the  fame  female, 
and  at  the  fame  time,  one  will  be  infedted 
with  fyphilis,  and  another  with  gonorrhoea ; 
and  ladly,  that  an  affedtion  beginning  as  go¬ 
norrhoea,  will,  in  confequence  of  improper 
treatment,  be  converted  into  fyphilis. 

From  the  coniideration  of  many  circum- 
ftances,  our  author  endeavours  to  ffiew,that  the 
famenefs  of  the  remote  caufe  in  both  difeafes 
proves  nothing  more  than  that  both  are  the 
effedt  of  contadf,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  they 
are  principally  feated  in  the  genital  organs. 
From  confidering  the  condition  of  thofe  by 
whom  venereal  infedtion  is,  in  general,  given, 
it  can,  he  thinks,  by  rlo  means  feem  ftrange  that 
both  infedtions  diould  be  communicated  at  the 

fame  time ;  whether  they  depend  on  one  mat- 

% 

ter  only,  or  on  two  different  matters.  He 
affirms  that  both  gonorrhoea  and  fyphilis  may 
lie  fo  long  latent  in  the  habit  that  it  is  often 
impoffible  to  determine  at  what  period  infec¬ 
tion  has  been  contradfed.  Flence  manv  of 

j 

thofe  indances  in  which  it  is  fufpedted  that, 
from  the  fame  female,  one  man  has  derived 
fyphilis  and  another  gonorrhoea,  are  founded 
entirely  on  miftaken  obfervation.  But  even 
admitting  that  there  are  indances  in  which  this 
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is  certainly  the  cafe,  yet,  it  by  no  means  fol¬ 
lows,  that  both  difeafes  depend  upon  the  fame 
infectious  matter.  For  it  is  by  no  means  a 
rare  occurrence  to  find  a  patient  at  once  fub- 
jected  to  both  difeafes ;  and  there  can  be  no 
difficulty  in  conceiving,  that,  according,  to  cir- 
cumftances,  thefe  affections  may  be  communi¬ 
cated  either  feparately  or  conjoined.  In  anfwer 
to  the  fourth  and  laft  argument,  which  is,  indeed,, 
apparently  the  ftrongeft,  our  author  replies, 
that  thofe  fymptoms  which  are  in  general  fup- 
pofed  to  indicate  the  converfion  of  gonorrhoea 
into  fyphilis,  are  not  venereal ;  and  that  in  all 
thofe  cafes  where  the  difeafes  have  fucceeded 
or  fupervened  upon  each  other,  the  probability 
is,  that  the  patient  had  actually  been  infected 
with  both  difeafes,  although  one  of  them  may 
have  continued  latent  for  fome  time.  In  this 
manner,  then,  he  endeavours  to  explain  the 
fads,  and  to  invalidate  the  arguments  from 
which  it  has  been  generally  concluded,  that 
gonorrhoea  and  fyphilis  are  merely  different 
fets  of  fymptoms  from  the  fame  infectious 
matter. 

With  the  view  of  proving  that  gonorrhoea 
depends  upon  an  infectious  matter,  which,  in 
its  nature,  is  effentially  different  from  that  giv¬ 
ing  fyphilis,  Dr.  Duncan  is  of  opinion,  that 
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arguments  may  be  drawn  from  many  different 
fources ;  but  particularly  from  attending  to  the 
introduction  of  the  two  affections  into  differ¬ 
ent  countries  ;  from  the  phenomena  which  the 
difeafes  exhibit;  and  from  the  method  of  cure 
by  which  each  is  mod:  readily  overcome.  Our 
author  is  of  opinion,  notwith {landing  the 
many  ingenious  arguments  which,  heobferves, 
have  been  brought  to  prove  the  contrary  by 
Mr.  Sanches,  that  both  fyphilis  and  gonor¬ 
rhoea  were  unknown  in  Europe  till  the  difco- 
very  of  America.  And  he  affirms,  that  from 
attending  to  the  hiftory  of  thofe  affections  when 
they  fir  ft  appeared  in  Europe,  that  the  former 
had  been  diftinCtly  obferved  leveral  years  be¬ 
fore  the  latter  was  known. 

This  circumftance,  he  farther  adds,  has  been 
by  no  means  peculiar  to  Europe ;  and  in 
China  in  particular,  fyphilis  prevailed  for  a 
very  long  period  before  gonorrhoea  was  known 
there.  But  of  all  inftances,  what  he  confiders 
as  the  ftrongeft,  is  the  cafe  of  the  ifland  of 
Otaheite,  where,  he  tell.s  us,  that  gonorrhoea  is 
{till  unknown,  although  fyphilis  has  been  very 
common  among  them  ever  knee  they  were  firft 
vifited  by  European  circumnavigators.  From 
thele  faCts  then,  he  thinks  it  probable  that  a 
peculiar  infectious  matter  is  neceffary  for  giv- 
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ing  each  difeafe ;  and  that  the  infection  pro¬ 
ducing  the  one  is  incapable  of  giving  rife  to 
the  other. 

But  if  fome  arguments  in  fupport  of  this 
opinion,  be  derived  from  the  hiftory  of 
the  two  difeafes  upon  their  firft  introduc¬ 
tion  into  different  countries,  our  author  is  of 
opinion,  that  reafons  ffill  more  convincing  are 
afforded  from  attending  to  the  phenomena  of 
the  difeafes.  Attention  to  the  progrefs  of  the 
two  difeafes  fhews,  that  while  fyphilis  is  an  af¬ 
fection  uniformly  encreafing  in  violence,  and, 
if  it  be  not  artificially  removed,  univerfally  ter¬ 
minating  in  death,  gonorrhoea  is  a  difeafe, 
which,  after  running  a  certain  courfe,  has  a 
tendency  to  a  natural  cure.  Where  we  are  cer¬ 
tain  of  the  origin  of  the  infection,  gonorrhoea 
and  fyphilis  are  each  as  much  the  confequence 
of  the  application  of  a  particular  matter,  as 
fmall-pox,  or  meafles.  And  when  we  know 
the  matter  applied,  we  can  as  certainly  foretel 
the  difeafe  which  will  follow  in  the  one  cafe  as 

in  the  other.  And  laftly,  although  in  fome  in- 

/ 

fiances  the  difeafes  are  combined,  yet  much 
more  frequently  each  runs  its  courfe  without 
the  flightefl  appearance  of  the  other.  But 
were  the  infectious  matter  the  fame.  Dr.  Dun¬ 
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can  contends,  that  in  every  inftance  where  go¬ 
norrhoea  exifted,  fyphilis  muft  of  neceffity 
follow.  In  every  fuch  cafe,  infectious  matter 
is  neceffarily  applied  to  an  innumerable  multi¬ 
tude  of  lymphatic  abforbents  on  the  glans 
penis.  Since  this,  however,  is  productive  of 
no  bad  effeCt,  it  follows  either  that  this  matter 
is  incapable  of  being  abforbed,  or  that  al¬ 
though  it  be  abforbed  it  is  innocent.  But  on 
either  fuppofition  it  muft  be  concluded,  that 
the  matter  of  gonorrhoea  and  fyphilis,  are  ef- 
fentially  different.  From  attending  then 
to  the  phenomena  of  the  two  difeafes,  he  thinks 
it  manifeftly  appears,  that  there  are  numerous 
circumftances  inconfiftent  with  the  fuppofition 
of  their  depending  on  the  fame  infectious 
matter. 

Befides  thefe,  our  author  derives  ftill  a  third 
fet  of  arguments  in  fupport  of  the  hypothefis 
which  he  has  adopted  from  the  method  of 
cure  peculiar  to  each  difeafe.  There  can  be 
no  doubt,  he  obferves,  that  the  treatment 
ferving  to  remove  gonorrhoea,  is,  by  no  means 
fitted  for  the  cure  of  fyphilis;  and  that  the 
treatment  fuited  for  the  cure  of  fyphilis  is  not 
calculated  for  the  removal  of  gonorrhoea. 
Where  the  difeafes  happen  to  be  combined  in 
the  fame  patient,  the  cure  of  gonorrhoea  is  by 
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no  means  proportioned  to  the  influence  which 
mercury  has  in  healing  chancres,  difcufling 
buboes,  or  removing  other  fyphilitic  fymp- 
toms.  Nay,  gonorrhoea  is  often  obferved  to 
be  uninterrupted  in  its  courfe,  or  even  to  in- 
creafe  in  feverity,  during  the  ufe  of  mercury, 
which  proves  effectual  in  the  cure  of  fyphilis. 

From  all  thefe  circumflances  taken  together. 
Dr.  Duncan  concludes,  that  there  is  at  leaf!  a 
high  probability  that  gonorrhoea  and  fyphilis 
depend  each  on  a  peculiar  infedtious  matter. 
After  having  endeavoured  to  eftablifh  this  opi¬ 
nion  with  refpedt  to  the  nature  of  gonorrhoea, 
he  next  makes  fome  remarks  on  the  conclu- 
fions  with  refpedt  to  practice,  which  are  to  be 
drawn  from  this  theory.  At  the  very  earlieft 
ftages,  he  thinks,  that  the  difeafe  may  be  over¬ 
come  and  difcharged  either  by  difTolving  the 
mucus  to  which  it  adheres,  or  by  encreafing 
the  fecretion  of  mucus.  ,  When  the  difeafe  is 
farther  advanced,  he  thinks  that  the  treatment 
*  muft  be  directed  firft  to  combat  a  flate  of  in¬ 
flammation,  and  then  of  atonia.  The  firft  of 
thefe  ends  is,  he  thinks,  principally  to  be  ac- 
complifhed  by  evacuants,  refrigerants,  and 
antiphlogiflic  regimen;  the  fecond,  by  aftrin- 
gents  and  tonics.  And  in  the  cafe  which  gave 
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rife  to  thefe  obfervations  it  appears,  that  he 
employed  as  a  tonic  the  Peruvian  bark.  Al¬ 
though  he  allows,  that  this  is  a  remedy  which, 
has  a  tendency  rather  to  aggravate  inflamma¬ 
tion  than  otherwife  ;  yet  he  affirms,  that  un¬ 
der  proper  adminiflration,  and  after  the  dif- 
eafe  has  made  a  certain  progrefs,  it  will  be 
found  productive  of  the  mo  ft  beneficial  confe- 
quences. 

Befides  the  articles  of  which  we  have  now 

* 

given  an  analyfis,  upwards  of  twenty  others 
are  contained  in  the  prefent  volume  ;  of  which 
the  limits  of  this  publication  will  not  admit 
of  our  giving  any  account.  We  may  only 
conclude  with  obferving,  that  this  publication 
may  be  confidered  as  furnifhing  a  fpecimen  of 
that  kind  of  medical  education,  which  the 
Difpenfary  at  Edinburgh  affords.  And,  how¬ 
ever  much  readers  may  differ  in  their  opi¬ 
nions  with  regard  to  the  merit  of  this  work, 
yet  it  mufl,  on  all  hands  be  allowed,  that  if  the  9 
great  objeCts  aimed  at  by  a  medical  fludent, 
are,  that  he  may  learn  by  what  fymptoms  dif- 
eafes  are  moft  certainly  to  be  known,  and  by 

i 

what  remedies  they  are  moft  effectually  to  be 
removed,  it  is  impoflible  to  conceive  any 
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branch  of  education  better  calculated  for  his 
purpofe  than  careful  attention  to  rational  and 
judicious  praCtice,  when  it  is  conjoined  with 
a  proper  explanation  of  the  intentions  which 
the  practitioner  had  in  view,  and  a  candid  ac¬ 
count  of  the  effeCts  which  were  to  be  attri- 

V 

buted  to  the  medicines  employed. 


VIII. 

Remarks  on  that  kind  of  Balfy  of  the  Lower  Limbs , 
which  is  frequently  found  to  accompany  a  Curva¬ 
ture  of  the  Spine ,  and  is  fuppofed  to  be  caufed  by 
it :  together  with  its  Method  of  Cure .  To  which 
are  added ,  Obfervations  on  the  Neceffity  and  Fro - 
priety  of  Amputation,  in  certain  Cafes ,  and  under 
certain  Circumjlances.  By  Percival  Pott, 
F.  R.  S.  and  Surgeon  to  Bartholomew’s  HofpitaL 
8m  London. 

THAT  fpecies  of  palfy  in  the  lower  extre¬ 
mities,  which  fo  univerfally  accompa¬ 
nies  a  curvature  of  the  fpine,  appears  equally 
frequently,  our  author  obferves,  in  both  fexes5 
and  in  all  ages. 
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When  this  difeafe  attacks  an  infant  of  only 
a  year  or  two  old,  or  under,  the  true  caufe  of 
it  is  feldom  difcovered  until  fome  time  after 
the  effed  has  taken  place,  as  the  people  at¬ 
tending,  whether  parents  or  nurfes,  know  not 
where  to  look  for  it.  The  child  is  faid  to  be 
uncommonly  backward  in  the  ufe  of  his  legs, 
or  is  thought  to  have  received  fome  hurt  at 
the  time  of  birth. 

•  •  \ 

When  again  it  affeds  a  child  that  is  old 

enough  to  have  already  walked,  and  who  has 
been  able  to  walk,  the  lofs  of  the  ufe  of  his 
legs  is  gradual,  though  in  general  not  very 
flow. 

He  at  firfl  complains  of  being  very  foon 
tired,  is  languid,  liftlefs,  and  unwilling  to  move 
much  or  at  all  brifkly ;  in  no  great  length  of 
time  after  this  he  may  be  obferved  frequently 
to  trip,  and  {tumble,  although  there  is  no  im¬ 
pediment  in  his  way  ;  and  whenever  he  at¬ 
tempts  to  move  briikly,  he  finds  that  his  legs 
involuntarily  crofs  each  other,  by  which  he  is 
frequently  thrown  down,  and  that  without 
{tumbling ;  upon  endeavouring  to  {land  {till  and 
ered,  without  fupport,  even  for  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes,  his  knees  give  way  and  bend  forward. 
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When  the  diftemper  is  a  little  farther  ad¬ 
vanced,  it  will  be  found,  that  he  cannot  with¬ 
out  much  difficulty  and  deliberation  diredt  ei¬ 
ther  of  his  feet  precifely  to  any  exadt  point ; 
and  very  foon  after  this,  both  thighs  and  legs 
lofe  a  great  deal  of  their  natural  fenlibility, 
and  become  perfedtly  ufelefs  for  all  the  pur- 
pofes  of  loco- motion. 

When  an  adult  is  the  patient,  the  progrefs 
of  the  diftemper,  we  are  told,  is  much  the 
fame,  but  rather  quicker. 

The  curvature  of  the  fpine  when  detedled, 
and  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  caufe  of  this 
complaint,  is  found  to  vary  in  fituation,  ex¬ 
tent,  and  degree,  being  either  in  the  neck  or 
back,  and  fometimes  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
loins  ;  fometimes  it  comprehends  two  vertebrs 
only,  fometimes  three  or  more,  by  which  the 
extent  of  the  curve  becomes  neceflarily  more 
or  lefs ;  but  whatever  may  be  the  degree  or 
extent  of  the  curvature,  the  lower  limbs 
only  feel  the  effedf,  at  lead:  the  arms,  we  are 
told,  have  never  been  obferved  to  be  affedted 
by  it. 

The  curvature  in  the  fpine  which  occurs 
here  is  almoft  always  attributed  to  external 
violence ;  but  our  author  is  of  opinion  that 
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in  fuch  indances  the  effedt  is  midaken  for  the 
caufe,  and  that  previous  both  to  the  paralytic 
date  of  the  legs,  and  to  the  alteration  of  the 
figure  of  the  back-bone,  there  is  a  predifpof- 
ing  caufe  of  both,  confiding  in  a  didempered 
ftate  of  the  ligaments  and  bones,  where  the 
curve  foon  after  makes  its  appearance. 

All  the  ufual  machinery,  of  fteel  plates, 
ftiff  flays,  &;c.  commonly  recommended  for 
corredting  this  fpecies  of  deformity,  inftead 
of  anfwering  that  purpofe,  rather  tending  to 
aggravate  the  diforder,  our  author  was  fome- 
time  ago,  by  a  hint  from  Dr.  Cameron  at  Wor- 
cefter,  induced  to  make  trial  of  iffues,  infert- 
ed  near  to  the  difeafed  parts,  and  the  fuccefs 
which  has  fince  that  time  attended  the  prac¬ 
tice,  has  been  much  greater  than  he  had  the 
lead  reafon  to  expedt, — The  firfl  attempts 
were  by  means  of  pea-iffues ;  afterwards  fetons 
introduced  on  each  fide  of  the  curve  were 
tried  ;  but  thefe  frequently  coming  out,  a 
large  opening  was  at  lad  made  upon  each  fide 
of  the  fpine  by  means  of  caudic,  and  the  dis¬ 
charge  preferved  by  the  introdudlion  of  a  kid¬ 
ney  bean,  and  by  every  three  or  four  days 
fprinkling  the  bottom  of  the  fore  with  fine 
powder  of  cantharides. 


For 


322 


MEDICAL 

For  a  more  particular  account  of  the  fuccefs 
of  this  remedy,  we  muft  refer  our  readers  to 
the  work  itfelf,  but  we  cannot  avoid  inferting 
the  following  very  lingular  cafe. 

There  is  now,  our  author  fays,  a  boy  in  Bar¬ 
tholomew’s  hofpital,  of  about  twelve  years  old, 
vvhofe  cafe  was  fo  truely  deplorable,  that  a 
trial  of  the  remedy  was  made,  merely  to  avoid 
the  appearance  of  inhumanity  in  difcharging 
him  as  incurable  without  trying  fomething.— 
The  curvature  was  in  his  back,  and  confifted 
of  three  or  four  vertebrae,  but  by  means  of 
the  weaknefs  thereby  induced,  the  whole  fet 
of  dorfal  ones  had  fo  univerfally  and  gra¬ 
dually  given  way,  that  he  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  deformed  both  behind  and  before.  He 
was  fo  abfolutely  incapable  of  motion,  that  he 
could  neither  turn  himfelf  nor  fit  up  in  his 
bed;  his  feet  were  pointed  downwards,  and 
his  ancles  fo  fliff  that  when  he  was  held  up, 
the  extremities  of  his  great  toes  touched  the 
floor,  nor  could  his  feet  be  brought  flat  to  the 
ground  by  any  means  or  force  whatever.  In 
fhort,  he  was  in  every  refpedt  as  helplefs  as  can 
be  fuppofed,  and  at  the  fame  time  in  an  ex¬ 
ceeding:  bad  date  of  healths  from  diforders  of 
the  thoracic  and  abdominal  vifcera. 
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In  this  Hate  he  had  been  more  than  a  year* 
it  is  now  about  three  months  fince  the  cauftics 
were  applied  ;  he  is  become  healthy,  and  free 
from  mo  ft  of  his  general  complaints ;  has  the 
moft  perfect  ufe  of  his  legs  while  in  bed,  can 
walk  without  the  affiftance  of  any  body,  or 

of  any  thing  to  hold  by  ;  and  from  his  man¬ 
ner  of  executing  this,  there  is  little  doubt,  we 
are  told,  of  his  recovering,  in  a  Ihort  time,  the 
perfeft  ufe  of  his  legs. 

To  this  it  fhould  be  added,  that  although  a 
eonfiderable  degree  of  deformity  does,  and 
probably  will  always  remain,  yet  the  fpine  in 
general  is  fo  much  flrengthened,  that  the  boy 
is  feveral  inches  taller  than  he  was  four  months 

i 

ago. 

In  the  fecond  part  of  this  publication,  we 
are  favoured,  as  is  expreffed  in  the  title,  with 
obfervations  on  the  neceflity  and  propriety  of 
amputation  in  certain  cafes,  and  under  certain 
circumftances. 

Our  author,  we  are  told,  was  led  to  thefe 
obfervations,  from  his  being  fatisfied,  that  the 
propriety  of  amputations  in  certain  cafes, 
Hands  upon  as  fixed  and  as  rational  principles 
as  any  part  of  furgery.  And  from  a  contrary 

doc- 
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dodtrine  having  within  thefe  few  years  been 
induftrioufly  propagated,  much  to  the  preju¬ 
dice  of  mankind,  both  as  ferving  to  cover 
ignorance  and  timidity,  and  for  anfwering  the 
bafe  purpofe  of  malevolence. 

The  dodtrine  alluded  to,  which  condemns 
amputation  in  all  cafes  whatever,  and  almoft 
without  exception,  was  firfl  propagated  by 
Mr.  Bilguer,  furgeon  in  the  Pruffian  fervice, 
whofe  work  upon  that  fubjedt  was  afterwards 
tranflated  into  French  by  Mr.  TifTot,  who  like- 
wife  added  notes  and  obfervations  of  his  own, 
in  confirmation  of  the  pradtice  recommended. 

Our  author  by  no  means  wifhes  to  have  it 
underflood,  that  he  means  to  inculcate  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  amputating  limbs  in  any  other  cir- 

M 

cumftances,  than  thofe  wherein  the  moll  judi¬ 
cious  pradtitioners  of  all  ages  have  found  that 
pradtice  neceflary.  The  intention  of  theprefent 
publication  is  merely  to  fhew,  that  in  various 
inffances,  luch  circumftances  do  occur,  as  ren¬ 
der  timidity  in  this  refpedt  very  injurious  to 
patients  ;  for  which  reafon,  the  young  and 
unexperienced,  as  well  as  others,  are  here  put 
upon  their  guard,  againfl  receiving  too  eafily 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Bilguer. 
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I. 

Qbfervations  on  Mineral  Poifons ,  by  Dr*  Houlfton^ 
Phyfician  in  Liverpool . 

IT  did  not,  till  very  lately,  occur  to  me,  that 
in  treating  of  the  antidotes,  or  remedies., 
for  mineral  poifons,  alcaline  falts  are  omitted 
to  be  recommended,  both  in  Tiffot’s  Advice  to 
the  People ,  and  Buchan’s  Domejlic  Medicine *, 
books  very  generally  read  and  efteemed.  As 
the  effects  of  thefe  poifons  are  often  fo  fudden 
as  not  to  admit  of  calling  in  medical  affift- 
ance,  it  feems  the  more  neceflary  to  add  this 
remedy  to  thofe  recommended  for  common  ufe 
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to  the  people;  and  as  the  following  bidory  of 
faCts  will  tend  to  demonftrate  the  importance* 
and  to  eftablifh  the  reafonablenefs,  of  this  prac¬ 
tice  (although  it  happened  fame  years  ago)*  I 
have  thought  it  might  be  productive  of  good 
to  fociety  that  it  fhould  be  more  extenfively  - 
known. 

In  i  y74?  one  Jones*  a  cow-keeper  of  Liver¬ 
pool*  was  convidted  at  the  Lancafter  aflizes, 
of  poifoning  his  lifter-in-law  in  revenge  for  her 
having  oppofed  him  in  the  fale  of  fome  pro¬ 
perty,  of  right  belonging  to  the  children  of 
her  filter*  his  former  wife.  Under  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  reconciliation,  he  had  treated  her,  and 
the  wife  of  the  intended  purchafer,  William 
Alhcroft,  one  morning,  at  a  public  houfe, 
with  fome  ale,  which  he  himfelf  had  warmed. 
He  putfugar  in  it,  and  had  repeatedly  poured 
it  backwards  and  forwards  from  one  cup  into 
another.  The  lifter- in-law  went  thence  into  the 
neighbourhood  of  Ormlkirk  (thirteen  miles  di- 
ftantj  where,  in  a  few  days,  Ihe  died.  The 
coroner  could  not  attend  as  foon  as  was  defired, 
and  the  body  was  in  a  very  putrid  hate  when 
it  was  opened.  In  the  ftomach  were  found, 
fome  frnal!  particles  of  what  were  judged  to  be 
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totrofive  fublimate ;  but  of  this  circumftance 
I  was  not  informed  till  after  the  other  woman 
was  better. 

Mrs.  Afhcroft  came  to  me,  May  5th,  a  week 
after  her  drinking  this  ale.  Immediately  af¬ 
ter  fhe  took  it,  fhe  fet  out  to  go  to  Prefcot 
(feven  miles)  part  of  the  way  in  a  carriage, 
the  reft  on  foot.  She  had  not  gone  far  before 
there  came  on  a  violent  pain  in  her  ftomach, 
with  continued  vomiting,  and  intolerable  thirft, 
fo  fhe  flopped  to  drink  water  almoft  at  each 
ditch.  Her  tongue,  from  her  own  account 
too,  was  confiderably  fwelled.  After  much 
vomiting  fhe  was  fomewhat  relieved ;  but,  to 
the  time  fhe  applied  to  me,  fhe  had  continued 
to  vomit  up  every  thing  fhe  took,  and  com¬ 
plained  of  a  heat  and  pain  in  her  ftomach ;  at 
fome  times  much  more  violent  than  at  others® 
As  fhe  feemed  not  in  much  pain  then,  and  had 
Vomited  fo  frequently,  I  only  advifed  her, 
when  ever  fhe  was  lick,  to  wafh  her  ftomach 
plentifully  with  chamomile  tea;  hoping,  that  in 
a  little  time,  the  vomiting  might  be  checked® 
The  account  of  the  death  of  the  other  wo¬ 
man  alarmed  her  greatly  (as  they  had  drank 
out  of  the  fame  cup),  and  on  the  7th  in  the 
evening  fhe  was  extremely  ill;  her  ftomach 
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{welled,  and  was  violently  painful,  fo  that  ilie 
could  fcarcely  fpeak  to  be  heard.  On  confi- 
dering  the  ftory  fhe  had  told  me,  of  the  man?s 
having  put  fugar  in  the  ale,  and  bellowed  fo 
much  pains  in  mixing  it  thoroughly,  it  oc- 
cured  to  me,  that  the  poifon  added  might  pro¬ 
bably  be  the  corrofive  fublimate,  which  does 
not  ealily  dfffolve,  and  that  fome  of  it,  having 
been  fwallowed  unditTolved  might  remain  in 
that  (late  enveloped  in  the  mucus  and  attached 
to  the  coats  of  the  ilomach  ;  which  as  it  gra¬ 
dually  diffolved  irritated  and  caufed  heat,  pain, 
and  vomiting.  In  this  idea,  I  gave  her  a  few 
fpoonfuls  of  a  folution  of  fait  of  tartar,  with 
a  view  to  deeompofe  the  fublimate,  and  fhe 
had  no  fooner  fwallowed  it  then  die  was  eafier. 
A  little  while  after  fhe  took  a  vomit,  and  I 
caufed  fome  blood  to  be  taken  away  to  guard 
again  ft  inflammation  of  the  ftomach  ;  fhe  was 
much  better  the  next  day,  eat  her  dinner  well, 
and  did  not  vomit;  button  the  gth  at  night, 
the  pain  returned,  with  great  violence,  and 
yeilded,  as  expeditioufly  as  before,  to  the  folu¬ 
tion  of  fait  of  tartar.  I  now  firft  heard  of 
there  being  fomething  found  in  the  ftomach 
of  the  other  woman,  fuppofed  to  be  fublimate  ; 
and,  on  queftioning  my  patient,  learned,  that 
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fhe  had  always  been  moil  relieved,  when  after 
feveral  efforts,  fhe  had  vomited  up  a  fmall 
quantity  of  fomething  which,  as  Hie  herfelf 
expreffed  it,  tailed  like  milk  which  had  Hood  in 
a  brafs  pan.  From  thefe  concurring  circum- 
flances,  1  had  now  no  longer  doubt  of  the  poi- 
fon  being,  as  I  had  fuppofed  it,  fublimate; 
and,  from  the  return  of  the  fymptoms,  con¬ 
cluded  that  there  Hill  was  fome  of  it  retained, 
whofe  folution,  and  addon,  was  only  very  gra¬ 
dual.  After  repeating  the  vomit,  I  advifed 
her  to  continue  conHantly  the  folution  of  fait 
of  tartar.  This,  however,  Hie  had  negledted, 
and  on  the  nth  Hie  had  a  freih  attack,  which 
yielded  readily  to  a  repetition  of  the  fame 
means.  As  her  objection  to  the  fait  of  tartar 
was  its  difagreeable  tafle,  I  ordered  her  fome 
pills,  containing  each  3  grains  of  it,  which 
convinced  of  the  neceffity  Hie  did  not  omit 
taking.  On  the  1 5th  was  perfectly  well  and 
fo  continued. 

The  conclufion  I  would  draw  from  hence  is 
this  ;  in  all  cafes  of  poifon  it  is  prudent  im¬ 
mediately  to  give  a  folution  of  an  alcali,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  vomit.  If  the  poifon  be  corroiive 
fublimate,  an  alkali,  either  fixed  or  volatile, 
will  decompofe  it,  and  precipitate  the  metal 
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in  a  form  nearly  inofFenfive.  It  will  have  a 
limilar  effect  on  the  fugar  of  lead,  the  extraCk 
of  lead,  or  on  any  metallic  fait.  If  the  poi? 
fon  be  arfenic,  Neumann  obferves,  that,  aU 
calies  will  very  plentifully  diffolve  it.”  And 
If  fo,  as  it  is  difficultly  foluble  in  water,  the 
vomit  will  then  fucceed  the  better  to  difcharge 
It.  Whether  or  no  fulphur,  exhibited  in  any 
form  might  leffien  the  danger  of  arfenic  is  not 
clear,  though  thefe  two,  when  united,  are  not 
poifonous.  If  the  poifon  be  of  the  vegetable 
clafs,  an  alcali  can  be  of  no  diffiervice,  nor 
interfere  with  the  other  means  of  remedying 
by  evacuation,  nor  yet  by  the  fubfequent  ufe 
of  acids,  fo  ftrongly  infilled  on  by  TifTot,  as 
counteracting  the  effeCts  of  narcotics ;  lince 
acids  given  together  with  alkaline  falts,  are 
pronounced  to  be  attended  with  great  fuccefs 
in  this  cafe,  by  Dr.  Mead  and  others. 

'To  fupply  the  omiffion  then  in  thofe  popu¬ 
lar  writers,  might  not  the  following  dire&ions 
be  given  on  this  fubjeCh  “  When  fymptoms 
“  of  poifon  appear,  mix  a  tea  fpoonful  of  any 
^  of  the  following  articles,  fait  of  tartar,  fait 
of  wormwood,  pearl-affi,  pot-affi,  fpirit  of 
harts-horn  or  of  fal  volatile,  with  half  a 
££  pint  of  water,  and  of  this  let  one  half  be 
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<f  given  to  the  patient  immediately,  and  the 
“  other  in  a  fhort  time  afterwards.  It  will 
“  fometimes  give  great  relief,  and  the  vomit- 
“  ing  will  ceafe.  That,  however,  is  ffill  to 
be  promoted,  and  if  it  does  not  return 
(l  on  drinking  warm  water,  See.  after  wait- 
€i  ing  a  while  it  will  be  proper  to  give  a  vomit 
“  of  ipecacuanha,  or,  if  that  is  not  fufficient, 
“  one  fUll  ftronger.  After  each  vomiting,  a 
“  dofe  of  this  folution  of  fait  of  tartar  fhould 
<c  be  given,  and  it  may  be  repeated  every  two 
ec  or  three  hours,  efpecially  if  the  pain  of  the 
“  flomach  returns.  It  fhould  be  continued  too 
“  in  fmall  dofes  for  fome  time  after  the  fymp- 
c<  toms  difappear.  If  none  of  thefe  falts  are 
“  at  hand,  a  little  wood-afhes  mixed  with 
“  boiling  water  will  anfwer  the  fame  end, 
“  fufFering  them  to  fland  till  they  fettle,  and 
“  pouring  the  water  clear  off.  By  tailing  it, 
*e  the  degree  of  faltnefs  will  determine  if  the 
“  folution  be  flrong  enough,  if  it  be  not  dif- 
“  agreeably  fo  it  may  be  given.^ 
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I 

The  Htjlory  of  an  obftlnate  Affeffiion  of  the  Bowels , 
cured  by  the  Injection  of  a  DecoElion  of  Tobacco , 
by  Dr.  John  Evans,  Fhyftcian  at  Ofwejlry , 
ShrGpjhire . 

ON  the  6th  of  October,  about  two 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  I  was  fent  for 
to  Mr.  Loyd,  a  young  gentleman  about  eleven 
years  of  age,  who  had,  an  hour  before,  received 
a  violent  kick  from  a  horfe,  upon  the  right 
hypogaftrium.  Another  perfon  of  the  faculty, 
who  was  prefent  when  the  accident  happened, 
immediately  bled  him.  Upon  my  arrival,  I 
found  him  in  great  pain,  with  a  low  irregular 
pulfe,  and  a  laborious  refpiration.  Dreading 
the  confequences  that  might  enfue  from  fuch 
an  accident,  I  adyifed  his  parents  to  confult 
X)r.  Owen,  an  eminent  phyfician,  of  Shrewf- 
bury,  who  happened  fortunately  to  be  in  OE 
weftry  at  that  time. 

The  doctor  ordered  an  opening  medicine  to 
be  taken  by  the  mouth,  a  fomentation,  with 
an  embrocation  of  camphorated  oil  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  belly,  and  an  emollient  glyfter  to 
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be  immediately  injedted,  with  directions  that 
the  laff  of  thefe  fhould  be  frequently  repeated 
if  necelfary. 

The  next  morning  I  found  him  labouring 
under  fome  febrile  fymptoms,  fuch  as  quick 
pulfe,  intenfe  third:,  parched  tongue,  with  con- 
fiderable  tendon  of  the  whole  abdomen,  and 
a  total  fuppreffion  of  urine ;  the  fame  mode 
of  treatment  was  purfued,  together  with  a 
draught  of  oil  and  manna,  which  he  took  every 
four  or  five  hours,  according  to  the  doctor’s 
directions. 

On  the  8th,  his  fever  was  rather  abated,  hav¬ 
ing  had  evacuations  both  by  {tool  and  urine, 
which  afforded  confiderable  relief,  neverthelefs 
the  fwelling  of  the  abdomen  {till  remained. 

On  the  9th,  his  complaints  were  in  every 
refpedt  the  fame  as  before,  and  his  medicines 
were  continued. 

On  the  10th,  his  pain,  fever,  and  fwelling 
of  belly  were  confiderably  abated,  and  his  eva¬ 
cuations,  both  by  {tool  and  urine,  had  been 
fufficiently  copious.  From  this  time,  he  con¬ 
tinued  recovering  gradually  until  the  17th,  on 
which  day  he  was,  without  my  knowlege, 
permitted  to  go  down  {fairs  into  a  kitchen 
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which  had  been  wafhed  but  a  few  minutes 
before  where  he  remained  near  an  hour,  fur- 
rounded  by  a  large  quantity  of  wet  linen, 
which  was  hung  within  the  heat  of  the  fire  to 
be  dried.  That  night  he  was  attacked  with  vio¬ 
lent  pain,  forenefs,  and  tenfion  of  the  whole 
abdomen,  quick  pulfe,  and  other  fymptoms  of 
enteritis. 

On  the  18th,  finding  him  in  that  fituation, 
I  took  away  a  large  quantity  of  blood,  and  ad- 
mini  fie  red  a  glyfier;  but  this  procuring  no  eva¬ 
cuation  by  fiool,  I  repeated  the  opening  me- 
*  dicines<  In  the  afternoon  he  was  feized  with 
excruciating  pains  in  his  fiomach,  for  which 
he  took  an  anodyne  draught,  and  refied  rather 
eafier  that  night. 

On  the  19th,  his  bowels  were  fiill  confii- 
pated,  and  his  pains  returned,  accompanied 
with  frequent  vomiting,  quick  pulfe,  and  great 
tenfion  of  the  abdomen.  The  glyfier,  and 
other  remedies  were  repeated,  about  eight 
ounces  of  blood  were  again  taken  away,  and 
the  anodyne  draught  repeated  at  night. 

On  the  20th,  his  bowels  fiill  remained  con- 
ftipated,  the  pains,  tenfion,  and  vomiting  con¬ 
tinuing,  he  was  put  into  a  warm  bath,  and 
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had  a  glyfter  of  warm  water,  and  oleum  Ri~ 
cini ;  the  anodyne  was  repeated,  as  before* 

On  the  2 1  ft,  all  his  fymptoms  encreafing, 
the  warm  bath  and  glyfter  were  repeated  ;  he 
likewife  took  his  anodyne  with  a  couple  of 
pills,  confiding  of  extraCt.  cathart.  and  calo¬ 
mel,  one  of  which  was  repeated  every  three 
hours. 

On  the  22d,  his  pains  were  fomething  lefs  fe- 
vere,  though  the  tenfion,  &c.  ftill  remained, 
and  his  pulfe  was  extremely  feeble,  he  had  alfo 
frequent  vomitings,  which  were  evidently  ex- 
crementitious.  His  medicines  were  continued* 
and  feveral  fuppofitories  were  fucceftively  in¬ 
troduced ;  the  warm  bath  was  repeated,  and 
as  foon  as  he  came  out  of  it,  the  fumes  of  to¬ 
bacco  were  adminiftered  by  way  of  glyfter,  but 
all  attempts  to  relieve  him  ftill  proved  ineffec¬ 
tual.  In  this  deplorable  fttuation,  after  giv¬ 
ing  him  his  anodyne  as  ufual,  I  left  him,  ex¬ 
pecting  that  night  would  have  put  a  period  to 
his  differing. 

On  ths  23d,  to  my  great  aftonifhment,  I 
found  my  patient  in  the  fame  date  as  I  left  him 
the  preceding  afternoon.  Being  difappointed 
ha  the  effeCt  of  the  fumes  of  tobacco,  I  deter¬ 
mined 
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mined  to  give  him  a  decodion  of  that  plant 
by  way  of  glider,  having  more  than  once  ad- 
minidered  it,  with  fuccefs,  in  dmilar  cafes,  when 
every  other  remedy  had  failed.  To  eight 
ounces  of  this  decodion,  I  added  two  drachms 
of  foft  foap,  and  one  ounce  of  antimonial 
wine.  In  the  fpace  of  ten  minutes  after  the 
glyder  had  been  injeded,  I  had  the  inexpref- 
fible  fatisfadion  of  feeing  my  little  patient 
feized  with  a  mod  copious  vomiting  and  purg¬ 
ing.  His  dools  were  fo  exceedingly  offendve, 
that  I  was  under  the  neceffity  of  quitting  the 
room  during  forne  minutes.  When  he  was  re¬ 
covered  of  his  extreme  deknefs,  I  gave  him 
an  anodyne  cordial  draught,  and  left  him  much 
relieved. 

On  the  24th,  I  found  him  confiderably  bet¬ 
ter,  having  reded  well  during  the  preceding 
night ;  the  tobacco  glyder  was  repeated,  and 

had  again  the  dehred  effed. 

* 

In  one  of  the  dools,  which  was  uncom¬ 
monly  ofFenfive,  I  difeovered  a  large  mem¬ 
branous  fubdance,  on  which  were  a  condder- 
able  number  of  livid  fpots ;  this  membrane  is 
dill  in  my  pofleffion,  and  appears  evidently  to 
be  a  portion  of  the  villous  coat  of  the  intef- 
tines, 

Hav- 
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Having  conquered  this  obdinate  and  dan¬ 
gerous  diforder,  I  gave  my  patient  the  Peru¬ 
vian  bark  freely  ;  at  the  fame  time  taking 
particular  care  to  procure  a  (tool  each  day.  In 
the  fpace  of  a  few  days  I  had  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  him  perfectly  redored  to  his  former  Hate 
of  health. 

During  the  whole  of  this  lad  illnefs,  his 
food  and  beverage  was  chicken  broth*  gruel, 
and  barley-water,  and  fometimes  toad  and 
water. 


III. 

An  Account  of  the  Operation  of  amputating  the 
Thigh  at  the  upper  Articulation ,  lately  performed 
by  Mr .  William  Kerr,  Surgeon  to  the  Royal 
Regiment  of  Horfe -Guards  Blue ,  and  to  the 
Hofpital  in  Northampton .  Communicated  to 

Dr .  Duncan,  by  Dr.  Toll,  Surgeon  to  the 
Fourth  Regiment  of  Dragoons . 

A  Girl,  between  eleven  and  twelve  years 
of  age,  was  brought  into  the  hofpi¬ 
tal,  from  Kettering,  in  December  lad:.  She 
had  a  tumor  on  the  outfide  of  her  right 
thigh,  extending  from  the  middle  to  near  the 
great  trochanter;  die  was  very  much  emaciated, 

had 
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had  a  conftant  cough,  night  fweats,  and  maity 
more  hedlic  fymptoms,  She  told  us  that  fhe 
had  been  ailing  upwards  of  two  years,  during 
which  period  fhe  had  frequently  had  fevers, 
and  that  her  lamenefs  had  been  gradually  in- 
creafing  from  her  firit  illnefs.  T  hat  at  fir  ft  fhe 
had  little  pain,  but  a  few  months  before  fhe 
came  into  the  houfe,  it  became  very  acute  from 
the  groin  all  round  the  hip,  and  till  then  (lie 

never  obferved  the  tumor  before  mentioned. 

\ 

She  fuffered  great  pain  upon  the  lead:  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  joint,  and  upon  every  fuch  attempt 
there  was  a  very  perceptible  grating  to  be  felt. 
Being  engaged  myfelf,  I  directed  Mr.  Warden, 
houfe -furgeon  to  open  the  tumor  the  day  after 
fhe  came  into  the  hofpital ;  there  was  dif- 
charged  about  half  a  pint  of  ill-conditioned 
matter,  and  we  had  the  fame  kind  of  dif- 
charge,  in  very  great  quantity,  at  every  dreiT- 
irig,  from  that  time  till  the  operation  which 
was  performed  the  Saturday  following. 

Flattering  myfelf  that  the  hedtic  fymptoms, 
might  be  the  effeds  of  abforption,  convinced 
that  the  joint  was  difeafed,  and  concluding 
therefore,  that  there  was  no  other  method  of 
cure  but  by  amputating  the  limb  at  the  articula¬ 
tion,  I  fet  about  it  in  the  following  manner. 

Ilav- 
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Having  laid  the  patient  on  the  found  fide 
upon  a  table  of  a  common  height,  and  put¬ 
ting  the  difeafed  thigh  at  right  angles  with  the 
trunk,  I  began  my  incifion  immediately  be¬ 
hind  the  top  of  the  great  trochanter,  carrying 
it  obliquely  backwards  and  downwards,  kto 
the  infide  of  the  thigh,  and  from  thence  ob¬ 
liquely  upwards  to  within  two  inches  of  the 
crural  artery. 

I  then  began  a  fecond  incifion  at  the  fame 
place  with  the  former,  carrying  it  in  an  oppo- 
fite  direction  over  the  upper  extremity  of  the 
trochanter,  and  from  thence  obliquely  for¬ 
wards  and  downwards  to  within  the  fame  dis¬ 
tance  of  the  veffel,  as  in  the  former. 

Thefe  incifions  were  made  only  through  the 
fkin  and  fat,  which  being  well  drawn  back  by 
by  my  two  afliftants,  I  cut  down  into  thejoint, 
and  from  thence  carried  two  other  incifions 
through  the  mufcles  in  the  fame  order  and  di¬ 
rection,  and  to  the  fame  extent  as  thofe  which 
were  made  through  the  outer  teguments. 

I  then  turned  the  head  of  the  femur  out  of 
the  acetabulum,  that  I  might  with  more  eafe 
and  fecurity  accomplifh  the  moft  important 
part  of  the  operation,  namely,  the  taking  up 
rhe  artery.  From  the  foregoing  defcription 
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you  will  csflly  conceive  that  a  flap  ahout  four 
inches  in  breadth,  confuting  of  all  the  tegu¬ 
ments  with  the  artery  included,  was  ftill  undi¬ 
vided.  This  fl  ap  I  grafped  firmly  betwixt  the 
lingers  and  thumb  of  my  left  hand,  (my  fingers 
on  the  fkin  fide  of  it,  and  my  thumb  on  the 
mufcular)  and  cut  it  through  immediately  be¬ 
low  my  hand,  and  between  three  and  four  inches 
from  the  pafifage  of  the  artery  under  the  liga- 
mentum  Fallopii. 

The  incifion  here  was  made  from  above 
downwards,  firft  through  the  mufcular  part  of 
the  flap,  and  then  through  the  fat,  vefiels,  and 
fkin.  It  was  done  in  this  manner  that  the  fkin 
might  correfpond  with  that  which  was  divided 
by  the  firft  incifions,  and  that  the  edges  of  the 
wound,  we  cannot  fay  flump,  might  thereby 
be  kept  neat  and  uniform. 

The  next  ftep  was  to  fecure  the  artery,  which 
I  effected  by  palling  a  ftrong  ligature  round  it 
with  a  needle,  and  getting  one  of  my  affiftants 
to  tie  it  up,  fuch  a  compreflion  being  all  the 
while  made  upon  it  by  my  left  hand  in  the 
manner  related  above,  as  to  prevent  the  lofs  of 
a  fingle  drop  of  blood,  and  the  haemorrhage 
from  the  other  arteries  was  full  as  inconfider* 

able 
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•  ,  I 

able  as  in  any  other  amputation  of  the  thigh. 
By  faving  a  good  portion  of  Ik  in  the  wound 
was  much  more  decent  and  feemly  than  you  can 
well  imagine  ;  but,  to  my  great  mortification, 
I  found  not  only  the  acetabulum  carious,  but 
alfo  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  offa  innominata 

to  a  very  confiderable  e&terit.  From  her  al- 

* 

mofl  condant  cough,  I  was  under  the  greated 
apprehenlion  that  the  artery  would  be  forced 
open ;  yet  no  mifchief  enfued,  and  the  liga¬ 
ture  fell  off  at  the  fourth  or  fifth  dreffint*.  The 

o 

afpedt  of  the  fore,  in  the  mean  while,  giving 
us  the  mod  fanguine  hopes  of  her  recovery. 
But  about  the  tenth  or  eleventh  day,  her  re- 
fpiration  became  more  difficult,  expedforation 
ceafed,  her  mouth  and  tongue  were  covered 
with  aphthae,  and  die  died  on  the  1 8th  day  from 
the  operation.  The  appearance  of  the  fore* 
even  to  the  lad,  was  fuch  as  to  afford  good 
reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  immediate  caufe  of 
death  was  the  daily  increafe  of  the  hedlic  fymp- 
toms,  and  that  without  thefe  the  operation 
would  have  fucceeded  ;  1  therefore  had  her 
opened,  and  our  fuppofition  was,  I  think, 
pretty  drongly  confirmed  by  the  following  phe¬ 
nomena.  The  lungs  were  almod  totally  re- 
duced  to  matter,  efpecially  on  the  right  fide, 
Vol.  VI.  No.  23.  A  a  in 
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in  which  there  was  fcarcely  a  vedige  of  pul¬ 
monary  fubftance  remaining.  The  left  lobe 
alfo  was  full  of  abfceffes,  and  reduced  to  lef§ 
than  half  the  natural  fize.  An  abfcefs  (corny 
mo nly  called  the  pfoas  abfcefs)  was  likewife 
found  on  the  right  fide,  in  the  abdomen,  which 
communicated,  by  a  corroded  opening  within 
the  acetabulum,  with  the  joint. 

I  have  given  you  an  ex  aft  narrative  of  the 
circumdances  of  the  cafe,  the  operation,  and 
the  event  of  it,  at  lead,  I  do  not  recoiled:  any 
other  of  confequence*  I  fliall  not  comment 
farther  upon  it  than  juft  to  obferve,  that  the  to¬ 
tal  dedruftion  of  the  ligamentum  rotundum  by 
the  fuppuration  within  the  joint,  contributed 
greatly  to  the  facility  with  which  the  operation 
was  accompliihed  ;  for  I  imagine,  if  that  liga¬ 
ment  had  been  entire,  the  dividon  of  it  would 
have  been  attended  with  perhaps  confiderable 
embarraffment,  I  think,  however,  it  might  be 
effected  in  a  found  joint. 

With  regard  to  the  expediency  of  the  opes- 
ration,  I  am  fo  much  convinced  of  it  in  cer¬ 
tain  cafes,  that  in  fuch  I  fhall  not,  for  the  fu¬ 
ture*  heikate  to  perform  it  when  they  occur. 

$ 

^  » 

IV.  fhe 
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The  Hijlory  of  a  very  uncommon  convutfive  Cough ? 
cured  by  the  Flowers  of  Zinc .  By  Dr.  Charles 
Leith,,  at  Johnflone,  near  Montrofe . 

• 

ON  the  25th  of  July,  a  poor  woman 
brought  her  daughter  to  me,  about  four¬ 
teen  years-  of  age,  affedted  with  the  moft  vio¬ 
lent  convulfive  cough  I  had  ever  feen  or  heard 
of.  It  attacked  her  by  fits  at  uncertain  inter¬ 
vals  of  half  an  hour,  two^  or  fometimes  three 
hours  diftance,  and  commonly  held  her  in  one 
continued  cough  from  five  to  fifteen  or  twenty* 
minutes  at  a  time.  When  Ihe  drew  in  her 
breath j  it  was  with  that  kind  of  howling  noife^ 
but  longer  and  louder  than  is  common,  in  the 
chin-cough,  and  with  a  feemingly  ftronger  and 
more  laborious  infpiration  than  ever  I  had  ob- 
ferved  in  any  perfon  ill  of  that  difeafe.  As 
foon  as  the  fit  was  over  llie  feemed  perfectly 
well,  as  if  fhe  ailed  nothing  ;  and  could  fpeak, 
ling,  or  walk,  without  any  danger  of  bringing 
bn  the  fit  again.  It  had  feized  her  about  three 
or  four  days  before  I  faw  her,  and  in  that  time 
had  feldom  intermitted  for  more  than  three 
hours.  She  had  a  fit  of  it  while  waiting  for 
me,  which  lafled  a  full  quarter  of  an  hour ; 
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the  howling  noife  of  which,  was  heard  all  ovef 
the  houfe,  and  alarmed  the  whole  family,  who 
could  not  for  fome  time  difcover  what  odd 
found  it  was,  having  fcarce  any  refemblance  to 
the  human  voice.  She  had  another,  while  talk¬ 
ing  with  me,  which  lafled  about  five  minutes. 
Her  mother  infilled  that  it  could  not  be  the 

•i  i 

hooping-cough,  which  I  thought  it  refembled, 
as  the  had  gone  through  that  diforder  feveral 
years  before  ;  and  it  is  the  general  opinion, 
that,  like  the  fmall-pox  and  mealies,  that  dif- 
eafe  never  attacks  the  fame  perfon  twice.  Be 
that  as  it  would,  it  plainly  appeared  to  be  a 
con vul five  cough,  and  a  proper  opportunity  for 
trying  the  effedts  of  the  flowers  of  zinc,  as 
lately  recommended  by  Dr.  Percival,  which  I 
therefore  determined  to  give  her.  But  as  the 
girl  appeared  to  be  plethoric,  and  her  eyes 
fomewhat  inflamed  from  the  violence  of  the 
cough,  I  thought  it  prudent  to  advife  the  mo¬ 
ther  to  get  her  bled  in  the  arm, -and  to  apply 
a  blifier  to  her  neck  as  foon  as  fire  could.  Mean 
time  I  gave  her  thirty  pills,  each  containing 
one  a- rain  of  the  flowers  of  zinc,  one  of  which 
fhe  took  immediately  about  four  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon.  Another  I  ordered  to  be  taken  at 
bed-time,  and  one  every  fix  hours  afterwards. 
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On  the  27th,  the  mother  returned,  at  my  de¬ 
fire,  to  let  me  know  the  effedfs. 

The  blifler  had  been  applied  On  the  evening 
of  the  25th,  and  fhe  was  blooded  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  26th.  She  took  the  pills  as  directed, 
and  had  but  one  flight  return  of  her  cough  after 
taking  the  firft,  and  that  was  on  her  return 
home  from  my  houfe.  I  defired  her  to  conti-’ 
nue  the  ufe  of  the  pills  for  two  or  three  days 
longer.  On  the  30th,  her  mother  brought  her 
to  me  again  ;  fhe  had  taken  four  pills  every 
day,  and  had  no  return  of  her  cough,  exceptr 
ing  that  flight  one  above  mentioned  in  her  way 
home  on  the  25th. 

This  cure  could  not  be  attributed  to  the 
blifler,  or  bleeding,  for  the  cough  had  ceafed 
before  either  of  them  was  ufed. 

From  hence  I  am  induced  to  believe,  that 
this  will  prove  a  fovereign  medicine  in  the 
hooping-cough,  if  given  early  in  the  difeafe, 
i.  e.  while  the  diflemper  is  purely  convulfive, 
and  before  a  flux  of  humours,  from  the  re¬ 
peated  paroxyfms,  is  fettled  on  the  bronchia  ; 
for  when  that  comes  to  be  the  cafe,  it  is  ob¬ 
vious  that  other  methods  of  cure  are  indicated, 
befides  the  ufe  of  antifpafmodics. 

A  a  3  SECT, 
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HE  Royal  Society  of  Medicine,  lately 


JL  eftablifhed  at  Paris,  of  which  we  have 
already  given  fome  account,  have  lately  diftri- 
bqted  among  their  members  feveral  printed  pa¬ 
pers,  refpedfing the  nature  and  intention  of  their 
Inftitution.  Among  thefe  are  the  following  : 

Lettres  patentes  du  Roi,  pour  l’etabliflement 
d’une  Societe  Royale  de  Medecine,  donnees  a 
Verfailles  au  mois  d’  Aoht,  1778,  regiftrees  en 
parlement  le  isr  Septembre  audit  an. 

Travaux  propofes  aux  medeclns  et  phyil- 
pens  regnicoles  Sc  etrangers,  par  la  Societe 
Royale  de  Medecine  dans  fa  Seance  publique 


tenue 


C  OMMENTAR1E  S.  347 

teniie  le  Mardi  20  Odtobre  1778,  au  College 
Royal  de  France. 

Prix  propofes  par  la  Societe  Royal  e  de  Me- 
decine  dans  fa  Seance  pubiique,  tenue  le  Mardi* 
20  Odtobre,  17782  au  College  Royal  de 
France. 

To  the  letters  patent  is  fubjoined,  an  accu¬ 
rate  lift  of  all  the  members  of  the  fociety,  di¬ 
vided  into  the  five  claffes  of,  OiBciers  de  la  fo- 
-ciete,  Affocies  ordinaires,  Affocies  libres^  Affo- 
■cies  regnicoles,  Affocies  etrangers. 

It  is.  p.ropofed  that  the  memoirs  of  the  fo« 
oiety  fliall  con  fill  of  the  following  fubjedts. 

1.  Les  Details  des  deux  Seances  publiques  de 
chaque  Annee,  les  Programmes  des  prix,  l’Eloge 
des  affocies  Marts,  les  Norris  de  ceux  qui  cor- 
refpondent  &  une  Notice  de  leurs  Ouvrages. 
2.  Les  Obfervations  Meteorologiques,  faites 
dans  les  differentes  Parties  de  la  France,  dont 
le  Prefident  de  la  Societe  a  PHonneur  de  pre- 
fenter  chaque  ferpaine  les  refultats  au  Roi.  3. 
Ra  Topographie  medicale  des  differentes  Villes 
Sc  Cantons’.  4°.  La  Defcription  des  Maladies 
Endemiques.  5^*  Celle  des  Maladies  Epide- 
miques.  6°.  Celle  des  Epizooties.  JQ.  Des 
Obfervations  de  Medecine- pratique.  8°.  Des 
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Obfervations  Chirurgicales.  90.  Des  Obfer^ 
yations  Anatomiques.  ioQ.  Des  Obfervations 
deChymie-Medicale,  &  Analyfe  des  differentes 
Eaux  minerales.  if0.  Des  Obfervations  de 
Botanique.  i2mo.  Des  Obfervations  de  Phy- 
fique-generale.  13“°.  Les  Details  des  Re- 
cherches  &  Experiences  ordonnees  par  la  So- 
pete.  !4mo.  Les  Differtations  qui  auront 
remporte  les  Prix. 

4.  •  , 

After  thus  pointing  out  the  different  parti¬ 
culars,  which  are  intended  to  be  the  fubjedt  of 
their  publications,  they  conclude  with  obferv- 
ing,  that  there  is  no  phyfician  or  philofopher 
who  may  not  contribute  fomething  to  their  col¬ 
lection,  by  bellowing  attention  at  the  place  of 
his  refidence  to  the  objedts  mentioned  above. 

The  following  quell  ions  are  propofed  as  the 
fubjedts  of  enquiry  for  the  prize  differtations. 

I.  Determiner  quel  pent  etre  le  meilleqr  Trait- 
ment  de  la  Rage.  ,  • 

II.  D’  etablir  iQ  par  ¥  Analyfe  Chymique, 
quelle  eft  la  Nature  des  Remedes  Antifcorbu* 
tiques  proprement  dits.  20.  Par  ¥  Obfervatiorq 
quel  doit  etre  leur  Ufage,  8c  leur  combinaifon 
dans  les  differentes  efpeces  &  complications, 

dans  les  differens  degres  du  Scorbut. 

III.  Exiftc 
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III.  Exifte-t-il  veritablement  une  Fievre 
Miliaire  effentielle  et  diftinde  des  autres  Fievres 
Exanthematiques  &  dans  quelle  Conftitution 
doit-elle  etre  rangee. 

IV.  Determiner  par  un  Nombre  fuffifant 
d’  Obfervations  d’  Experiences  exades  fi  les 
Maladies  contagieufes,  principalement  la  Pe¬ 
tite  Verole,  peuvent  fe  tranfmettre  par  l’lnter- 
mede  de  V  Air. 

V.  D’  indiquer  la  meilleure  Methode  pour 
guerir  promptement  &  furement  la  Gale,  con- 
tradee  par  Communication,  comme  il  arrive 
dans  les  Cafernes,  dans  les  Atteliers,  dans  les 
Hopitaux  &  dans  les  Prifons. 

VI.  Fair  connoitre  le  moyen  le  plus  prompt, 
le  moins  difpendieux  et  en  meme-temps  le 
plus  fur  pour  guerir  la  Gonorrhee  virulente 
&  pour  prevenir  les  accidens  qui  en  font  ordi- 
nairment  les  fuites. 

Memoirs  on  thefe  different  fubjeds,  accom-? 
panied  with  a  fealed  billet,  containing  the  name 
of  the  author,  and  marked  on  the  back  with 
the  fame  motto  as  the  memoir,  mud:  be  tranf- 
niitted  to  M.  Vicq  d’  Azyr,  Secretaire  perpe- 
tuel  de  la  Societe  Royale  de  Medecine,  Rue  de 
Sepulcre,  a  Paris. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  John  Aitken,  furgeon  in  Edinburgh,who 
has  for  fome  years  paft  delivered  lediures  on 
that  branch  of  the  medical  art,  has  at  prefent 
in  the  prefs  a  work  entitled.  Elements  of  Syf- 
tematic  Surgery,  which  will  fpeedily  be  pub- 
liflied.  This  work,  which  is  principally  intended 
as  a  text-book  for  future  courfes  of  lectures,  is, 
however,  written  upon  fuch  a  plan  as  to  be 
adapted  for  other  readers.  It  confifts  of  three 
parts. 

1.  Introduction,  or  Preliminary  Obfervations 
refpedting  Medicine ;  its  Divifion  into  Phyfic 
and  Surgery ;  their  Limits,  &c. 

2.  Chirurgicai  Nofology,  or  a  Methodical 
Arrangement  of  Chirurgicai  Difeafes,  with  the 
Synonyma,  Definitions,  and  Remarks  on  their 
Nature,  Seats,  Varieties,  and  Remedies. 

3.  Chirurgicai  Operation,  or,  an  Enume¬ 
ration  and  Explication  of  Manual  Surgery, 
correfpondent  to  the  Nofology. 

Dr.  John  Purcell,  one  of  the  profefFors  of 
anatomy  in  Trinity-College,  Dublin,  has  lately 
tranfmitted  to  the  Medical  Society  of  Edinburgh, 


\ 


COMMENTARIES.  351 

an  Eflay,  containing  many  interefting  remarks 
pn  the  operation  of  the  fedtion  of  the  fymphifis 
pubis,  which  has  lately  been  fo  much  the  fubjedt 
pf  controverfy  at  Paris.  In  this  paper,  among 
other  particulars,  Dr.  Purcell  endeavours  to 
fhew,  that  this  operation,  which  has  hitherto 
been  propofed  only  for  the  extradtion  of  the 
foetus  in  cafes  for  which  the  Csefarian  fedtion 
was  formerly  recommended,  'promifes  to  be 
produdtive  of  ftill  greater  advantage  in  cafes 
of  retroverted  uterus,  which  would  otherwife 
prove  fatal.  Plow  far  his  reafoning  upon  thi$ 
fubjedt  is  fufficient  to  render  the  operation  ad- 
yifeable,  our  readers  will  be  beft  able  to  judge, 
from  a  candid  perufal  of  the  paper  itfelf,  which 
will  appear  in  the  firft  volume  of  the  Tranf- 
adtions  of  the  Medical  Society,  a  work  which  is 
at  prefent  preparing  for  the  prefs,  Mean  while, 
the  communicating  to  our  readers,  this  propo¬ 
sal  of  Dr.  Purcell’s,  may,  perhaps,  be  of  fome 
ufe ;  if  this  pradtice  lhall  feem  advifeable  to 
thofe,  to  whom  fuch  unfortunate  cafes  may 
occur. 

$  *  %  *  * 

Dr.  Odier,  of  Geneva,  in  a  letter  to  Dr. 
Duncan,  communicates  to  him  the  following 

obferv- 
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obfervation  reflecting  the  ufe  of  different  re¬ 
medies  in  fevers  of  the  intermittent  kind. 

%  N 

<c  We  have  here  repeated  the  obfervations  of 
Dr,  Lind  on  the  ufe  of  opium  in  intermittents, 
and  almoft  always  with  the  greatefi  fuccefs. 
We  give  laudanum  as  he  does,  to  the  extent 
of  twenty- five  drops,  half  an  hour  after  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  hot  fit,  and  we  find  that  it 
Ihorteos  it  much.  It  calms  the  anxiety  and 
bead-ach,  which  generally  accompany  it.  It 
brings  on  fweating  much  fooner,  and  renders 
it  more  profufe.  It  makes  even  the  return  of 
the  paroxyfms  more  regular ;  and  has,  in  fome 
Infiances,  been  alone  fufficient  to  fiop  the  fever 
altogether.  In  general,  however,  a  few  dofes 
of  Peruvian  bark,  with  fome  purgatives,  are 
necefiary. 

We  have  given  opium  even  in  cafes  where 
Dr.  Lind  thinks  that  it  ought  not  to  be  given, 
and  with  equal  fuccefs ;  I  mean  thofe  in  which 
there  is  much  delirium,  which  we  have  never 
found  to  be  encreafed  by  it,  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  much  oftener  to  be  removed  and  always 

tQ  be  diminifiied. 

,  * 

I  remember  to  have  feen  a  cafe  in  St.  Tho¬ 
mas’s  hofpital,  in  London,  of  a  quartan  ague, 
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which  had  lafted  two  years,  and  in  which  Dr. 
Fordyce  gave  a  dole  of  Dover’s  powder,  with  a 
fweating  draught  of  fait  of  hartfhorn,  two 
hours  before  the  fit  in  order  to  flop  it.  This 
fucceeded  very  well,  A  profufe  fweat  came 
on  juft  before  the  hour  at  which  the  cold  fit 
ufed  to  return,  and  it  was  altogether  prevent¬ 
ed.  Some  dofes  of  Peruvian  bark  were  af¬ 
terwards  adminiftered ;  and  this  fever,  which 
had  before  refilled  many  remedies,  even  the 
bark  itfelf,  was  then  in  a  few  days  effectually 
cured. 

This  obfervation  we  .have  had  many  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  repeating  here  ;  not  only  in  quar¬ 
tan,  but  alio  in  tertian  agues ;  and  we  find* 
that  whenever  the  patient  can  be  brought  to 
fweat,  the  fit  is  altogether  flopt.  If  he  does 
not  fweat,  the  fit  is  neverthelefs  much  dimi- 
nifhed  thereby.' ” 

/ 

*  *  «  *  * 

On  Thurfday,  the  28th  of  Odlober,  Dr. 
Duncan  will  begin  at  Edinburgh,  his  ledtures 
on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 
This  courfe  of  ledtures  will  be  concluded  about 
the  beginning  of  May.  Five  lectures  are  read 
every  week,  and  the  fame  ledture  is  repeated 

twice 
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twice  every  day*  viz.  between  eleven  and 

twelve  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  between 
\  * 

live  and  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening.  The  fee 
for  attendance  is  two  guineas ;  and  every  flu- 
dent  has  it  in  his  option  to  attend  at  either,  or 
at  both  hours. 

%  « 

On  Saturday,  the  30th  of  Odlober,  Dr* 

Duncan  will  begin  a  courfe  of  ledlures  on  the 
cafes  of  patients  fubjedled  to  chronical  dif- 
eales.  This  courfe  will  alfo  continue  till  the 
beginning  of  May.  One  ledlure  being  deli¬ 
vered  every  Saturday.  The  rnofl  important 
cafes  which  occur  at  the  public  Difpenfary  will 
be  feledted  as  the  fubjedts  of  thefe  ledlures ; 
and,  in  treating  of  each  cafe,  the  obfervations 
which  are  offered  will  be  entirely  confined  to 
fuch  remarks  on  the  hiftory  and  method  of 
treatment,  as  appear  to  be  of  the  greatefl  uti¬ 
lity  in  pradtice* 

About  the  beginning  of  May,  Dr.  Duncan 
and  Dr.  Webfier,  will  begin  their  courfe  of 
cafe  ledlures  for  the  fummer  fefiion.  Thi$ 
courfe  will  continue  for  about  three  months, 
and  befides  the  ledlures  on  the  cafes  of  pa-  . 
tients,  which  will  be  delivered  every  Monday 
and  Thurfday,  ledlures  will  alfo  be  given 
fcvery  Tuefday,  Wednefday,  and  Friday,  con¬ 
taining 
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taining  remarks  on  the  Pharmacopoeias  of  the 
Colleges  of  Phyficians  of  London  and  Edin- 
burgh. 

•1^  ^  ^  ^ 

The  Dutch  Society  of  Sciences,  eftablifhed 
at  Harlem,  in  their  Programma  for  the  year 
1779,  befides  the  fubjedts  for  prize  differta- 
tions  relating  to  agronomy  and  feme  branches 
of  general  phyfics,  have  propofed  the  follow¬ 
ing,  which  are  more  ftridtly  medical. 

1.  Quelle  eft  la  veritable  nature-des  Brouif- 
lards  ou  exhalaifons  marines  qu?on  nomme  en 
Hollande  Zeevlammen  ?  Quels  effets  produif- 
fent-ils,  &  quels  font  les  moyens  d'en  preve- 
nir  les  fuites  pernicieufes  ? 

2.  La  purete  de  l’atmofphere  a  la  plus  grande 
influence  fur  la  fante  des  habitans  d’une  ville, 
Celle  de  Batavia  eft  dans  i’impofEbilite  d’en 
jouir,  par  les  vapeurs  infedtes  des  eaux  de  la 
riviere,  qui  font  ou  ftagnantes  ou  coulantes 
trop  lentement,  &  qui  fe  rempliffent  journelle- 
ment  de  plufieurs  milles  de  livres  d’immon- 
dice. — Quels  feroient  les  meilleurs  moyens 
d’accelerer  le  courant,  &  d’effedtuer  une  de¬ 
charge  plus  prompte  h  plus  efficace  de  ces  in- 

in- 
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infections,  afin  de  procurer  a  la  ville  de  Bata¬ 
via  un  atmofphere  plus  pur  &  plus  falubre  ? 

3.  Quelle  eft  l’influence  du  deffechiment  des 
Marais,  Etangs,  See.  fur  1’etat  de  notre  pais  > 
Quelles  en  font  les  fuites  utiles  on  nuifibles  ? 
Et  dans  le  dernier  cas  quelles  font  le  precau¬ 
tions  a  prendre  pour  prevent  ces  fuites  ? 

*  1 

Thofe  who  chufe  to  employ  themfelves  in 
giving  anfwers  to  thefe  queflions,  are  defired  to 
tranfmit  them  before  the  firft  of  January , 
1780.  The  anfwers  to  the  queflions  propofed, 
as  well  as  the  direction  on  the  back  of  the 
letter  which  accompanies  them,  mult  not  be 
of  the  hand-writing  of  the  author,  nor  figned 
by  his  name,  or  place  of  abode ;  but  marked 
with  a  device  or  motto,  and  accompanied  with 
a  fealed  letter,  having  the  fame  device  for  its 
direction,  and  containing  the  name  and  addrefs 
of  the  author.  The  differtations  muft  be 
written  in  the  Dutch,  French,  or  Latin  lan¬ 
guage,  and  addreffed  to  Mr.  C.  C.  H.  V ander 
Aa,  fecretary  to  the  fociety. 

Dr.  John  Hope,  profeffor  of  Botany  in  the 
Univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  has  lately  beei'i 
elected  a  member  of  the  Harlem  Society. 
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PHilofophical  Tranfaddons  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  London.  Vol.  LXVIII.  for 
the  year  1778.  Part  I.  4to.  London.- 

A  difcourfe  on  the  theory  of  gunnery.  De¬ 
livered  at  the  anniverfary  meeting  of  the  Royal 
Society,  Nov.  30,  1778.  By  Sir  John  Pringle, 
Bart.  4to.  London. 

Gulftonian  ledures  read  at  the  College  of 
Phyficians,  Feb.  15,  16,  and  17,  by  Samuel 
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of  the  Royal  Society.  Containing  three  lec¬ 
tures,  1.  On  the  dyfpncea.  2.  On  the  pleu- 
rify  and  peripneumony.  3.  On  the  pulmo¬ 
nary  confumption.  8vo.  London. 
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peculiar  to  lying-in  women  ;  and  alfo  upon 
fome  difeafes  attending  them,  which  are  the 
confequences  of  neglect  and  mal-treatment*  By 
J.  Clubbe,  Surgeon.  8vo.  London. 

Experiments  and  obfervations  relating  to 
natural  philofophy.  By  J.  Prieflley,  LL.  D* 
8vo.  London* 

Defcriptions  and  figures  of  petrefadions 
found  near  Bath.  By  John  Walcott,  Efq. 
8 vo.  London. 

Seventy-four  feled  cafes,  by  W.  Rowley, 

M«  D.  8vo.  London. 
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Obfervations  on  the  blood,  by  W.  Hey, 

i  •  J 

F.  R.  Si  8 vo.  London. 

A  fuccefsful  method  of  treating  the  gout 
by  bliftering.  By  W.  Stevenfon,  Phyfician, 
8vo.  London. 

Trattato  delle  acque  minerali  di  Nicolo  An- 
driaDottore  in  medicina  &  Profeffore  flraordi- 
nario  di  ffofia  naturale  nella  regia  univerfita 
di  Napoli.  Bvo.  Napoli. 

Memoire  fur  les  effets  falutaires  de  Teau-de 
vie  de  genievre  daoS  les  Pays-Bas,  froid,  hu- 
naides,  h  marecageux  tant  en  fante  que  dans 
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Ja  plnpart  des  incommodites  &  dans  plufieurs 
maladies,  confirmes  par  Texperience  8t  par  des 
obfervations  multiplie.es  :  par  M.  Daignan, 
M.  D.  confeiller-medecin  du  Roi,  8c  de  l’hopi- 
tal  militaire  de  Bergues,  de  la  fociete  royale  de 
medecine  de  Paris.  4to.  Paris. 

Recherches  fur  ies  caufes  des  maladies,  qui 
ont  regne  a  Gravelines,  tant  dans  la  garnifon 
que  parmi  les  habitans,  depuis  deux  ans,  par- 
ticulierment  dans  l5  automne  de  cette  annee 
j  77 7  ;  par  M.  Daignan,  M.D.  8cc.  8vo.  Paris. 

Progres  ulterieurs  de  la  chirurgie,  ou  re¬ 
marques  8c  obfervations  neuvelles  de  M.  The- 
den,  un  des  chirurgiens  generaux  de  S.  M.  le 
Roi  de  PrufTe,  ouvrage  traduit  de  PAllemand. 
Par  M.  Chayron,  chirurgien-major  du  regi¬ 
ment  de  Neuflrie  infanterie.  8vo.  Paris. 

Lettre  a  M  Prod  de  Royer,  lieutenant-ge¬ 
neral  de  police  de  la  Ville,  Fauxbourg,  8e 
Banlieue  de  Lyon.  8vo.  Lyons. 

Reflexions  fur  la  fection  de  la  fymphyfe  du 
pubis  prefentees  8c  dediees  a  M.  Lenoir  con- 
feiiler  d’etat,  lieutenant-general  de  police.  Par 
M.  Piet,  accoucheur  charge,  par  le  gouverne- 
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I. 

/ 

Dijfertatio  Medica  Inauguralis  de  Quajfia,  et  Li - 
chene  Ijlandico .  AuEtore  Job.  Theod.  Phil* 
Chrift.  Ebeling.  8^0.  Glafgu^. 

at 

IN  the  firft  part  of  this  differtation,  our 
author,  before  proceeding  to  the  enumera¬ 
tion  of  fuch  diforders  as  quaflia  is  proper  for* 
gives  firft  an  accurate  defcription  of  the  plant, 
and  afterwards  proceeds  to  ascertain  experi¬ 
mentally  its  feveral  qualities,  as  will  appear  from 
the  following  detail. 

Vol.  VI.  No.  24.  C  c  2  EX* 
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EXPERIMENT  I. 

A  comparative  trial  was  made  with  quaffia, 
eurfuta  or  gentiana  lutea  fylveftris,  colomba, 
colocynthis,  cortex  Peruvianus,  lichen  Iflan- 
dicus,  and  gentiana  lutea  vulgaris,  in  order 
to  determine  the  degree  of  bitternefs  of  each  ; 
and  the  following,  we  are  told,  is  the  order  in 
which,  with  refped:  to  this  quality,  they  ought 
Rand, 

Cortex  Peruvianus,  lichen  Iflandicus,  gen¬ 
tiana,  colomba,  quaffia,  colocynthis,  eurfuta ; 
but  although  eurfuta  was  evidently  more  bitter 
than  quaffia,  yet  the  bitternefs  of  the  latter 
was  of  a  much  more  agreeable  nature  than 
that  of  eurfuta. 

E  X  P  E  R.  IL 

A  folution  of  fait  of  Reel,  being  added  both 
to  the  decodiion  and  infufion  of  quaffia,  no 
change  of  colour  was  perceived  in  either ;  nor 
was  any  additional  firmnefs  given  to  a  piece  of 
flefh  immerfed  in  them  for  the  fpace  of  feveral 
days.  Thefe,  our  author  obferves,  are  evident 
proofs  that  quaffia  poffeffes  little  or  no  aftrin* 
gency. 


EX- 
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E  X  P  E  R.  III. 

In  this  experiment,  trials  were  made  for  the 
difcovery  of  the  beft  menftruum  for  quaffia. 
A  cold  infufion  in  water,  efpecially  when  af¬ 
fixed  by  trituration,  was  found  to  poffefs  a 
greater  degree  of  bitternefs,  than  either  the 
warm  infufion,  or  even  the  decodtion.  It  was 
likewife  found,  that  this  bitternefs  of  quaffia, 
was  readily  communicated  to  fpirits,  both 
proof  and  re&ified  ;  to  the  different  kinds  of 
wines,  and  to  vinegar. 

E  X  P  E  R.  IV. 

An  infufion  of  quaffia  and  water  being  di- 
{filled  ;  the  water  which  came  over,  was  found 
to  be  fomewhat  bitter,  and  was  of  a  yellowifh 
colour ;  but  rhere  was  not  the  lead  appearance 
of  any  effentiaj  oil. 

An  ounce  of  quaffia  frequently  boiled  in 
water,  afforded  only  one  dram  of  extract,  of 
a  brown  iron  colour. 

E  X  P  E  R.  V. 

In  order  to  determine  the  antifeptic  virtues 
of  quaffia,  a  comparative  trial  was  made  with 
it  and  feveral  other  articles.  A  quantity  of 

C  c  3  blood 
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blood  was  added  to  fimilar  quantities  of  the 
cold  watery  infufions  of  the  following  articles, 
all  contained  in  feparate  phials  placed  in  the 
fame  degree  of  heat ;  viz.  quaffia,  lichen 
Iflandicus,  curfuta,  falix;  gentiana,  and  cortex 
Peruvianus. 

As  they  are  here  mentioned  in  order,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  antifeptic  effects  they  are  exhibited, 
quaflia  it  would  appear  is  not  poffeffed  of 
much  influence  in  preferving  other  bodies  from 
putrefcency.  And  from  this  experiment  too, 
it  is  evident,  our  author  remarks,  that  the  an¬ 
tifeptic  powers  of  plants,  neither  depends  upon 
the  degrees  of  bitternefs  or  of  aftringency 
poffeffed  by  them  ;  for  here,  the  curfuta,  and 
willow,  were  both  found  lefs  antifeptic  than 
Peruvian  bark,  although  the  one  is  much 
more  bitter,  and  the  other  remarkably  more 
aflringent  than  it. 

In  another  experiment,  however,  it  was  found, 
that  bile,  was  preferved  longer  from  putrefac¬ 
tion  both  by  lichen  Iflandicus,  and  curfuta, 
than  even  by  Peruvian  bark  itfelf,  which 
makes  our  author  conclude,  that  the  antifep¬ 
tic  powers  of  plants  with  refpedfc  to  bile,  muft 
probably  in  fome  meafure  depend  upon  their 
degree  of  biternefs* 


Our 


COMMENTARIES.  371 

*  # 

Our  author  now  proceeds  to  enumerate  the 
opinions  of  Linnaeus  and  other  writers  with 
refpedt  to  the  medical  virtues  of  quaffia,  in 
fevers  and  other  difeafes,  but  as  he  does  not 
here  advance  any  thing  new  from  his  own  pro¬ 
per  experience,  we  muft  refer  our  readers, 
for  the  opinions  of  the  authors  to  their  fe- 
veral  works. 

Be  Lichens  IJlandico . 

As  defcriptions  of  the  lichen  Iilandicus  are 
to  be  met  with  in  Ray,  Morifon,  Hudfon, 
and  Lightfoot,  as  well  as  in  the  works  of  Lin¬ 
naeus  and  other  foreign  writers,  we  need  not 
here  trouble  our  readers  with  any  account  of 
its  botanical  hiitory,  and  fhall  proceed  im¬ 
mediately  to  our  author’s  experiment  upon  this 
article  alfo. 

/ 

EXPER,  I. 

This  experiment  was  inflituted  with  a  view 
to  determine  the  degree  of  aftringency  pof- 
feiTed  by  the  lichen  Iilandicus. 

A  drachm  of  Jefuit’s  bark  in  powder,  of 
the  bark  of  willow,  of  the  lichen  Iilandi¬ 
cus,  of  the  geum  rivale,  of  bohea  tea,  and  of 
the  eglantine  rofe-leaves,  were  each  infufed  in 

C  c  4  three 
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three  ounces  of  cold  water.  In  the  fpaee  of 

twenty-four  hours  the  infufion  of  geum  rivale 

was  of  a  chefnut  colour ;  that  of  the  tea  had 
>  * 

a  yellowilh  hue,  as  had  likewife  the  infufion 
of  rofe-leaves.  The  infufion  of  bark  was 
yellow,  that  of  willow  fomewhat  lefs  fo  ;  and 
the  water  with  the  lichen  Iilandicus  was  of  a 

violet  colour  with  fomewhat  of  a  yellow  tinge. 

’ .  ■  /  *  ,  <  :  , 

To  an  ounce  of  each  of  the  infufions,  two 
drachms  of  a  folution  of  fait  of  fteel  were  added. 
That  of  geum  rivale  was  converted  into  a  real 
ink;  that  of  rofes  into  a  dark  red;  that  of  tea  into 
adarkgreen;  that  of  Peruvian  bark  intoabrafly 
colour  ;  the  infufion  of  willow  bark  became 
of  a  pale  blue  colour,  and  the  lichen  Man- 
dicus  from  a  violet  was  changed  into  a  red. 

To  the  other  two  ounces  of  infufion,  of 
each  of  thefe  articles,  a  drachm  of  beef  was 
added,  and  allowed  to  remain  in  them  for  the 
fpaee  of  forty-eight  hours.  At  the  end  of 
that  time,  the  beef  contained  in  the  infufion 
of  lichen  Ifiandicus  was  found  to  be  firmer 
than  any  of  the  reft  ;  next  in  point  of  firmnefs 
was  that  immerfed  in  the  infufion  of  bark ; 
and  the  piece  taken  from  the  infufion  of  tea, 
was  found  to  be  the  fofteft  of  all. 
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E  X  P  E  R.  II. 

I  •  4  r 

An  ounce  of  lichen  Iflandicus  being  boiled 
for  the  fpace  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  a 
pound  of  water,  and  afterwards  drained, 
was  found  to  yield  feven  ounces  of  a  bitter, 
red-coloured  mucilage,  of  nearly  the  fame 
confidence  as  is  obtained  by  the  folution  of  one 
part  of  gum  arabic  in  three  of  water.  This 
mucilage  was  found  to  anfwer  very  effectually 
the  purpofe  of  uniting  oil  with  water  by  means 
of  trituration  :  a  fcruple  of  camphor  was  like- 
wife  fufpended  in  fix  ounces  of  water  by  the 
medium  of  two  drachms  of  the  mucilage;  but 
mercury  could  neither  be  properly  extinguifh- 
ed  by  it,  nor  could  wax  by  means  of  it  be 
united  with  water. 

E  X  P  E  R.  III. 

This  fpecies  of  lichen  is  fo  tough  and 
mucilaginous,  that  a  very  confidejable  beat  is 
found  neceffary  to  dry  it  fufficiently  for  pul- 
verifation. 

An  infufion  of  the  powder,  and  likewife 
an  infufion  of  lichen  in  fubftance,  were  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times  fubjeCted  to  diftillation  in  a  land 
heat.  The  water  thus  obtained  was  mode¬ 
rately 
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rately  acid  ;  but  was  not  in  any  degree  changed 
in  colour  by  the  addition  of  fait  of  flee!.  No 
effential  oil  could  be  obtained  by  diflillation. 

E  X  P  E  R.  IV. 

An  ounce  of  lichen  being  fix  times  flrongly 
boiled,  and  the  different  decodions  being  all 
mixed  and  evaporated  to  drynefs,  five  drachms 
and  two  fcruple  of  an  extrad  was  obtained. 
Th  is  extrad  was  of  a  blackifh  colour ;  burn¬ 
ed  violently  when  put  into  a  fire  ;  and  when 
diffolved  in  warm  water  afforded  a  very  thick 

tough  mucilage. 

o  o 

Lichen  infufed  in  redified  fpirits  of  wine5 
afforded,  on  evaporation,  a  very  fmall  quantity 
of  refin. 

From  the  antifeptic  virtues  of  lichen,  our 
author  recommends  the  mucilage  prepared  from 
it,  as  more  proper  than  any  other,  for  the 
purpofe  of  combining  oils  with  watery  liquids ; 
By  means  of  it,  fuch  mixtures,  he  obferves, 
are  effedually  prevented  from  becoming  ran¬ 
cid  ;  he  preferved  fome  of  thofe,  with  which 
the  preceding  experiments  were  made,  for  the 
fpace  of  iourteen  weeks  without  any  marks 
of  putrefcency  being  obferved  in  them. 
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In  fome  of  the  northern  kingdoms,  li¬ 
chen,  we  are  told,  is  ufed  not  only  as  a  me¬ 
dicine,  but  as  an  article  of  diet ;  and  from 
the  mild  nutritive  qualities  of  which  it  is  evi¬ 
dently  pcfTefTed,  our  author  thinks  we  may 
account  for  the  good  effects  which  have  lately 
been  faid  to  be  derived  from  it  in  confump- 
tive  diforders,  and  which  have  been  confirmed 
by  the  teftimony  of  many  of  the  mofl  accu¬ 
rate  obfervers. 

As  the  mofl  agreeable  and  convenient  form 
of  ufing  it,  he  recommends  it  fir  ft  to  be  in- 
fuled  in  boiling  water,  with  a  view  to  its  being 
thoroughly  cleaned,  while  by  the  fame  means 
it  will  be  deprived  of  a  conhderable  part  of 
its  original  bitternefs.  The  lichen,  thus  pre¬ 
pared,  is  ordered  to  be  boiled,  and  the  muci¬ 
lage  fo  obtained  from  it,  to  be  ufed  either  as 
an  article  of  diet  or  as  a  medicine  ;  and  we 
have  it  in  our  power,  we  are  told,  to  render  it 
exceedingly  palatable,  by  the  addition  of  a  lit¬ 
tle  white  wine,  when  that  can  with  propriety 
be  given  ;  or  when  wine  is  not  admiflible,  by 
the  addition  either  of  milk,  honey,  or  fyrup 
of  lemons. 

It  is  recommended  particularly,  in  all  kinds 
of  cough  ;  and  in  cafes  of  emaciation,  from 
whatever  caufe  they  may  have  arifen. 
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Obfervations  on  the  Blood,  by  William  Hey, 
F.  R.  S.  Surgeon-General  to  the  Infirmary  at 
Leeds,  and  Member  of  the  Incorporation  of  Sur¬ 
geons  in  London.  8  m  London. 

OF  all  the  conftituent  parts  of  the  human 
body,  there  is,  perhaps,  no  one  which 
can  be  confidered  as  meriting  greater  attention 
than  the  blood.  Yet,  even  from  the  moft  fu» 
perficial  examination  of  the  works  of  medi¬ 
cal  writers,  every  one  mu  ft  foon  be  fenlible  of 
the  inattention  with  which  they  have  treated 
this  fubjedt.  In  proof  of  this,  Mr.  Hey,  in  the 
treatife  before  us,  has  quoted  fome  paflages 
from  the  writings  of  Baron  Van  Sweiten,  Dr. 
William  Fordyce,  and  others,  which  contain 
alfertions  totally  repugnant  to  fadt.  When 
this  then  is  the  cafe,  we  may  conclude,  that 
the  fubjedt  of  which  our  author  here  propofes 
to  treat,  is  by  no  means  exhaufted,  from  the 
obfervations  of  former  writers.  But  it  feems 
not  fo  much  to  be  his  intention  in  the  treatife 
before  us,  to  enter  into  a  full  confideration  of 
every  particular  refpedting  the  nature  of  the 
blood,  as  to  examine  the  fentiments  of 
fome  of  the  mofl  highly  efteemed  and  lateft: 

writers 


COMMENTARIES.  37  7 

writers  on  the  fubjedt,  particularly  thofe  of  Mr. 
Hewfon,  in  his  Experimental  Inquiry,  and  of 
Dr.  Heberden  in  the  London  Medical  Tranf- 
adtions. 

According  to  our  author.  Dr.  George  For- 
dyce  was  the  fil'd  who  contended  that  the  blood 
drawn  in  inflammatory  difeafes,  is  in  a  more 
fluid  ftate,  and  continues  longer  fluid  than  in 
other  cafes;  and  this  opinion,  Mr.  Hewfon 
has  fince  endeavoured  to  fupport  by  many  ex¬ 
periments.  On  this  fubjedt,  however,  Mr. 
Hey  holds  a  very  oppofite  dodtrine  ;  he  admits, 
indeed,  that  when  a  ftrong  cruft  of  fize  is  about 
to  be  formed  on  the  craflamentum,  the  fur  face 
of  the  whole  mafs  becomes  fomewhat  tranfpa- 
rent,  foon  after  it  is  received  into  the  cup, 
before  the  ufual  feparation  of  the  ferum  takes 
place  ;  and  that  in  thefe  cafes  the  furface  of 
fuch  blood  remains  in  a  fluid  ftate  much  lon¬ 
ger  than  it  does  where  no  fizy  cruft  is  formed. 
But  in  place  of  fuppofing  this  fluid  to  be  the 
coagulable  lymph  in  an  attenuated  ftate,  and 
deprived  of  its  difpofition  to  coagulation,  Mr. 
Hey  is  inclined  to  believe,  that  it  confifts  of 
the  coagulable  lymph  diluted  with  ferum.  To 
this  opinion  he  is  chiefly  led  from  examining 

it 
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it  by  itfelf  after  coagulation,  and  after  fqueez- 
ing  from  it,  by  means  of  preffure,  the  ferum 
which  it  contained.  He  admits,  with  Mr. 
Hewfon,  that  the  blood,  upon  which  a  fizy 
cruft  is  found,  generally  looks  thinner,  as  it 
Hows  from  a  vein  than  the  blood  of  a  healthy 
perfon  on  which  there  is  no  fize.  But  this 
thinnefs  he  alfo  afcribes  to  an  encreafed  quan¬ 
tity  of  ferum  which  that  blood  contains,  and 
he  points  out  many  circumftances  which  feem 
to  him  to  render  it  extremely  doubtful,  whe¬ 
ther  inflammation  has  any  influence  in  thin¬ 
ning  the  blood.  Perfons,  he  obferves,  of 
flrong  athletic  habits,  whofe  vafcular  action 
approaches  the  neareft  to  a  Hate  of  inflamma¬ 
tion,  are  not  remarked  to  have  thin  blood.  In 
the  moft  violent  inflammatory  diftempers  the 
blood  does  not  look  thin,  if  evacuations  and 
dilution  by  watery  liquids  have  not  preceded. 
When  the  blood  appears  very  thin  in  inflam¬ 
matory  cafes,  there  is  a  great  proportion  of  fe¬ 
rum.  The  craflamentum  is  moft  firm  and  te¬ 
nacious  upon  {landing,  when  it  is  taken  from 
patients  labouring  under  inflammatory  dif- 
eafes  ;  and  lafily,  the  blood  is  obferved  to  be 
very  thin  in  fome  diforders  which  are  the  re- 
■verfe  of  inflammation.  From  all  thefe  circum¬ 
ftances 
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fiances  he  infers,  that  the  thin  appearance  of 
the  blood  affords  no  evidence  that  the  coagul- 
able  lymph  is  attenuated  in  inflammatory  dis¬ 
orders. 

After  offering  this  refutation  of  the  firfi  ar¬ 
gument  employed  by  Mr’  Hewfon  to  fhew  that 
the  gluten  of  the  blood  is  attenuated  in  cafes 
of  inflammation  ;  Mr.  Hey  next  proceeds  to 
anfwer  the  other  arguments  ufed  for  the  fame 
purpofe  ;  particularly  thofe  which  have  been 
drawn  from  obferving,  that  the  red  globules 
fubfide  fooner  in  blood  let  in  cafes  of  inflam¬ 
mation,  than  in  that  which  is  taken  from  an 
animal  in  health.  Although  he  admits  the 
truth  of  this  circumfiance,  yet  he  contends, 
that  this  affords  no  proof  of  the  whole  mafs  of 
blood,  in  fuch  cafes,  being  thinner  than  the  fe~ 
rum  alone  in  others,  as  Mr.  Hewfon  alledges. 
In  fupport  of  his  aflertion,  he  obferves,  that 
the  red  globules  are  not  in  the  fame  fiate  in 
the  two  cafes  which  are  compared  ;  that  the 
fluid  water  which  rifes  to  the  furface  of  fizy 
blood  Toon  after  it  is  let  out  into  a  cup,  al¬ 
though  it  confifts  chiefly  of  ferum  united  with 
coagu!able  lymph,  is  yet  thicker  than  ferum 
alone;  and  laftly,  that  the  fubfidence  of  the 

red  globules,  in  the  cafe  of  the  blood  drawn 

in 
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In  inflammations,  may,  probably,  be  explained 
from  the  lymph,  when  in  a  fluid  ftate,  hav¬ 
ing  left  affinity  with  the  craflamentum,  than 
the  ferum  has  with  the  red  globules. 

Having  thus  attempted  to  refute  the  opi¬ 
nion  which  fuppofes,  that  the  phenomena  ex* 
hibited  by  the  blood,  in  cafes  of  inflammation, 
are  to  be  attributed  to  a  change  in  the  quality 
of  the  gluten ;  Mr.  Hey  next  endeavours  to 
Ihew,  that  thefe  circumftances  are  to  be  afcrib- 
ed  to  a  difference  in  the  quantity.  How  far 
this  ingenious  author  has  been  as  fuccefsful  in 
eftablilhing  his  own  doctrine,  as  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  invalidate  the  opinion  of  others,  the  at¬ 
tentive  reader  will  beff  be  able  to  determine, 
from  a  candid  examination  of  the  work  itfelff 
Without  afluming  the  province  of  giving  a 
di&atorial  judgment  on  the  truth  or  falfehood 
of  thole  opinions  which  fall  under  our  notice, 
we  may  yet  obferve,  that  the  arguments  which 
he  has  here  ufed  as  far  from  appearing  to  us  to 
be  perfe&ly  conclufive.  We  fliall  not  here, 
however,  encroach  upon  the  prerogative  of  the 
reader,  by  ffating  our  own  doubts,  but  fliall 
merely  content  ourfelves  with  endeavouring  to 
give  a  concife,  yet  diffinft  view  of  his  reason¬ 
ing  on  this  fubjedh 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Hey,  with  great  juftice  obferves,  that 
when  no  Size  appears  upon  the  furface  of  the 
crafTamentum,  it  has  been  too  commonly  fup- 
pofed  that  the  blood  is  not  fizy,  and  on  the 
other  hand,  when  fuch  a  covering  does  exift, 
it  has  been  without  fufficient  reafon  imagined, 
that  the  blood  abounds  with  Size;  conclusions 
equally  erroneous,  and  equally  detrimental, 
when  they  have  any  influence  on  the  treatment 
of  a  patient’s  diforder.  From  fo-me  remarks 
of  Dr.  Huxham’s,  which  have  been  confirmed 
by  his  own  obfervations,Mr.  Hey  infers,  that  the 
denflty  of  the  crafTamentum,  and  the  firmnefs 
of  the  fizy  covering,  are  greatefl:  in  inflamma¬ 
tory  difeafes.  Hence  he  thinks,  that  the  ten¬ 
dency  to  concretion  in  the  blood,  cannot  be 
owing  to  a  diminished  adtion  of  the  blood- 
vefTels. 

From  what  happens  in  the  daughter  of  fheep, 
Mr.  Hewfon  had  concluded,  that  a  diminu¬ 
tion  of  the  vafcular  action,  caufes  a  more 
fpeedy  coagulation  of  the  blood.  Mr.  Hey 
has  alfo  attended  to  this  fubjeCt,  and  fince  the 
circumflances  he  has  obferved,  are,  in  a  great 
meafure,  the  reverfe  of  thofe  defcribed  by  Mr. 
Hewfon,  the  future  obfervations  of  others  on 
the  fame  fubject,  are  dill  neceflary  for  difco- 
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vering  the  caufe  of  this  difference.  But,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Hey’s  obfervations,  the  blood 
in  the  fir  ft  cup  was  generally  more  fluid  as  it 
flowed,  and  more  florid  than  the  reft;  yet  it 
coagulated  in  the  lead;  time,  had  the  moft  firm 
craffatnentum,  and  threw  off  the  greateft  quan¬ 
tity  of  ferum.  That  which  was  laft  received, 
flowed  the  moft  flowly,  appeared  the  moft  vif- 
cid  and  dark- coloured  as  it  flowed,  was  the 
lateft  in  coagulating  completely,  had  the  fofteft 
craffamentum,  and  threw  off  the  greateft  quan¬ 
tity  of  ferum. 

Mr.  Hey  examined,  in  a  fimilar  manner, 
both  the  arterial  and  venal  blood  of  calves,  but 
the  appearances  were  not  the  fame,  nor  did  the 
coagulation  take  place  in  any  regular  manner. 
He  obferves,  that  there  is  a  remarkable  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  appearance  of  the  blood  which  is 
drawn  at  different  periods  of  an  inflammatory 
difeafe ;  that  which  is  taken  away  at  an  early 
period  of  the  diforder  ufually  concretes  quickly 
with  a  firm  tenacious  mafs  ;  which  throws  off 
little  ferum  and  has  no  fizy  covering  ;  whereas 
that  which  is  drawn  after  repeated  bleedings, 
when  the  diftemper  has  continued  feveral  days, 
looks  thinner  as  it  flows,  feparates  a  greater 
proportion  of  ferum,  and  has  a  ftrong  Coat  of 

fize 
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Hze  upon  its  furface.  He  confiders  this  va¬ 
riety  as  depending  chiefly  on  the  different  pro¬ 
portion  of  ferum  ;  and  he  thinks,  that  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  blood  being  thinned  by  the 
watery  liquors  which  are  drank  plentifully  in 
thefe  diforders,  an  opportunity  is  afforded  for 
the  particles  of  the  coagulable  lymph  to  unite 
more  readily,  and  to  afcend  to  the  furface  of 
the  craffamentum. 

It  is  more  difficult,  our  author  obferves,  to 
aceount  for  the  various  appearance  of  different 
portions  of  blood  drawn  at  one  operation.  But 
thefe  alfo,  he  thinks,  are  chiefly  to  be  ex¬ 
plained  from  differences,  with  refpeCt  to  ex¬ 
po  (lire  to  air,  from  the  degree  of  heat  or  cold 
by  which  the  blood  is  aCted  upon,  and  from 
the  materials  of  which  the  veffel  is  compofed 
into  which  it  is  received.  If  proper  regard  be 
paid  to  thefe  circumftances,  Mr.  Hey  imagines, 
that  we  may  be  able  to  give  a  fat  is  factory  fo- 
lution  of  the  query  propofed  by  Dr.  Heber- 
den,  whether  the  fizy  covering  which  is  often 
feen  upon  the  blood,  be  of  any  ufe  in  direct¬ 
ing  the  method  of  cure.  He  thinks,  that  al¬ 
though  the  mere  appearance  of  fize  on  the  fur¬ 
face  of  the  craffamentum,  give  no  certain  di¬ 
rection  refpedfing  the  method  of  cure,  yet  the 
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quantity  of  fize,  found  in  or  upon  the  craffa- 
mentum,  which  muft  be  judged  of  by  the 
thicknefs,  and  denfity  of  the  fizy  covering, 
and  the  tenacity  of  the  craflamentum  con¬ 
jointly,  affords,  when  compared  with  the  other 
fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  fome  ufeful  informa¬ 
tion* 

He  confiders  the  thicknefs  of  the  fizy  co¬ 
vering  of  the  blood,  taken  by  itfelf,  as  afford¬ 
ing  no  evidence  of  the  quantity  of  coagulable 
lymph  which  enters  it.  For,  he  obferves,  that 
in  many  cafes,  this  fizy  covering  is  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  little  more  than  ferum  invifcated  fo 
as  to  take  a  folid  form.  And  accordingly,  in 
fome  cafes,  this  fizy  cruft,  will,  in  confequence 
of  gentle  prefture,  lofe  above  three  fourths  of 
its  weight.  Thus  it  appears,  that  in  reality 
it  contains  only  a  very  fmall  proportion  of  co¬ 
agulable  lymph  ;  but,  he  thinks,  that  a  judg¬ 
ment  may  always  be  formed  of  the  proportion 
of  coagulable  lymph  in  blood,  from  the  thick¬ 
nefs  of  the  fizy  coat,  and  firmnefs  of  the  craf- 
famentum  taken  together.  And  from  thefe 
circutnftances  he  concludes,  that  in  inflamma¬ 
tory  difeafes  there  is  an  encreafe  of  the  quan¬ 
tity,  not  a  change  of  the  quality  of  the  gluten. 
While,  however,  it  is  on  all  hands  admitted, 

that 
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that  there  are  many  different  circumffances 
which  have  effect  on  the  fpontaneous  repara¬ 
tion  of  the  blood,  and  have  thus  a  tendency 
either  to  induce,  or  prevent,  the  appearance  of 
a  fizy  covering  ;  fo  it  muff  alfo  be  allowed, 
that  the  vifcidity  of  the  eraffamentum,  will  be 
affedted,  not  merely  by  the  quantity  of  the 
coagulable  lymph,  but  alfo  by  its  nature,  and 
by  the  mode  of  coagulation.  It  is,  perhaps, 
therefore  to  be  regretted,  that  this  ingenious 
author  did  not  endeavour  to  afcertain  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  coagulable  lymph  in  the  blood,  in 
different  cafes,  by  attempting  to  feparate  this 
part  of  the  blood  from  the  red  globules  and 
ferum,  and  then  weighing  the  quantity  of  it* 
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III. 

D.  Johann  Chriftian  Gottlieb  Akermanns,, 

abhandlung  uber  die  kenntnifs ,  und  hielung  des 
Trifmus,  oder  des  Kinnbakkenzwanges ,  und  def- 
fen  verfchiedenen  Arten ,  nebjl  einer  gefchichte  der 
dcimit  verbundenen  krankheiten ,  und  den  auf 
fichten  fie  zu  heilen . 

i.  e. 

A  Treatife  on  the  Knowledge  and  Cure  of  the  Trif¬ 
mus,  or  Locked  Jaiv,  and  its  different  Species ; 
together  with  the  Hiftory  of  the  Difeajes  con¬ 
nected  with  it ,  and  the  Method  of  Cure .  By 
Dr,  Akerman,  8m  Nurenburg. 

T  N  the  beginning  of  this  work,  the  author 
Jl  affigns  his  reafons  for  employing  the  term 
trifmus,  as  the  name  of  the  difeafe  of  which 

he  is  to  treat,  rather  than  giving  it  the  name 

» 

tetanus,  a  term  more  generally  ufed.  He 
would  not,  he  obferves,  have  rejected  the 
common  appellation,  had  he  not  been  to  de- 
fcribe  a  fpecies  of  the  diftemper  to  which  he 
thought  ir  did  not  apply.  Although  the  term 
trifmus  has  been  by  fome  confidered  as  fignify- 
ing  any  grating  noife  of  the  teeth,  yet  our  au¬ 
thor  here  ufes  it,  as  exprefling  a  convulfion  of 
the  mufcles  which  move  the  under  jaw. 
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Having  thus  defined  the  meaning  of  the 
term  trifmus,  he  next  proceeds  to  confider  the 
different  kinds  of  it.  He  is  of  opinion,  that 
the  mo  ft  ancient  diftiiidtion  is  the  moft  ufeful ; 
that,  viz.  into  the  tetanus  of  the  Greeks,  or 
rigor  nervorum  of  the  Latins,  and  fpafmos  of 
of  the  Greek,  or  convulfio  of  the  Latins, 
This  diftindtion,  which  is  to  be  found  in  the 
earlieft  medical  writings,  is,  he  obferves, 
pointed  out  by  nature.  It  is  particularly  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  Stahlian  phyficians,  who  diftin- 
guifhed  the  tetanus  of  the  Greeks  by  the  name 
of  fpafmus  tonicus,  and  the  convulfio  of  the 
Latins,  by  that  of  fpafmus  clonicus. 

Following  this  diftindtion,  he  thinks,  that 
the  firft  kind  of  trifmus  may  be  named  the 
trifmus  tonicus ;  and  he  confiders  a  fpafmodic 
conftridtion  of  the  mufcles,  which  draw  the 
under  jaw-bone  to  the  upper,  in  confequence 
of  which  the  jaws  remain  fhut,  and  cannot  be 
opened,  as  being  the  conftant  charadteriftic 
of  this  fpecies.  This  is  the  locked  jaw  of  the 
Englilh,  the  fpafmus  maxillae  inferioris  of  the 
modern  phyficians.  The  charadteriftic  of  the 
fecond  kind  or  trifmus  clonicus,  is  a  continual 
fpafmodic  motion  of  the  under  jaw,  owing  to 
the  mufcles  which  move  it,  being  at  one  time 

I)  d  a  con- 
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contracted  by  a  fpafm,  and  foon  again  relaxed* 
This  fecond  kind  of  the  trifmus,  is  not,  he 
obferves,  mentioned  by  any  ancient  phyfician, 
unlefs  we  refer  to  it  the  fpafmodic  convulfions  of 
the  face  mentioned  by  \  Hippocrates.  Among 
the  moderns,  he  finds  no  trace  of  it,  except¬ 
ing  in  the  writings  of  Marcellus  Donatus. 

After  thefe  remarks,  the  author  next  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  confider  the  different  affedfions  referred 
to  the  heads  of  trifmus  tonicus  and  clonicus. 
As  well  from  its  frequently  occurring  in  prac¬ 
tice,  as  from  the  great  danger  with  which  it' 
is  attended,  he  confiders  as  the  firft  fpecies  of 
the  trifmus  tonicus  that  which  arifes  from 
wounds  in  any  part  of  the  body,  even  when 
they  are  of  the  flighted  nature.  This  fpecies, 
he  obferves,  is  more  frequent  in  hot  climates 
than  in  cold  ones.  He  enumerates  as  a  fecond 
fpecies,  that  to  which  new-born  infants  are 
fubjedt,  particularly  at  a  determined  time  af¬ 
ter  birth.  To  a  third  fpecies  he  gives  the 
name  of  trifmus  lenitus;  and  as  this  fpecies 
has  not  been  defcribea  by  any  pra&ical  writer, 
he  gives  the  hifiory  of  a  cafe  of  it.  In  this 
cafe  the  difeafe  is  defcribed  as  having  occurred 
in  a  very  flow  and  progreflive  manner,  and  in 
about  three  weeks  it  gradually  and  impercep- 
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tibly  difappeared  as  it  had  come  on,  without 
any  apparent  evacuation,  or  perceptible  change 
in  the  mufcles  employed  in  chewing.  The 
fourth  fpecies  of  the  trifmus  tonicus  he  terms 
trifmus  rheumaticus.  The  circumftances  con¬ 
nected  with  it  evidently  fhew  how  far  it  differs 
from  all  others.  It  frequently  arifes  from  the 
repulfion  of  eruptions,  from  the  ftoppage  of 
perfpiration,  from  the  palfy,  and  fimilar  caufes. 

The  trifmus  clonicus  make  its  appearance, 
he  obferves,  more  rarely  than  the  tonicus.  In 
enumerating  the  fpecies  of  this,  he  mentions 
as  the  firft,  the  trifmus  clonicus  rheumaticus, 
which  he  confiders  as  having  a  great  analogy 
to  the  trifmus  tonicus  rheumaticus,  both  with 
refpeCt  to  the  caufes  from  which  it  arifes,  and 
the  degree  of  danger  with  which  it  is  attended. 
To  the  fecond  fpecies  he  gives  the  name  of 
trifmus  clonicus  intermittens,  or  periodicus, 
in  proof  of  the  exigence  of  which,  he  relates 
the  hiftory  of  a  cafe  in  which  it  took  place. 

The  lafl  diftindtion  which  our  author  en¬ 
deavours  to  eftablifh  with  refpeft  to  this  affec¬ 
tion  is  into  idiopathic  and  fymptomatic.  He 
is  inclined  to  confider  thofe  as  idiopathic, 
which,  although  they  may  at  firft  arife  from 
wounds,  yet  continue  after  the  wound  is  heal¬ 
ed  with  the  fame  violence  as  before,  and  are 

fre- 
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frequently  the  caufe  of  death.  The  trifmus 
clonicus,  he  obferves,  mod  frequently  appears 
as  an  attendant  of  other  complaints,  and  may* 
In  general,  be  confidered  rather  as  fymptoma- 
tic  than  idopathic. 

After  pointing  out  thefe  diftindtions,  the 
author  next  proceeds  to  treat  more  particularly 
of  the  trifmus  tonicus,  and  fi rft  of  that  fpe- 
cies  which  arifes  from  wounds.  This  fpecies, 
he  obferves,  is  often  preceded  by  frequent 
yawning,  flight  cough,  an  uneafy  opprellion 
about  the  bread,  pain  at  the  back  part  of  the 
tongue,  want  of  appetite,  and  a  difagreeable 
fenfation  in  the  belly.  But  in  other  cafes, 
without  any  of  thefe  fymptoms,  the  inability 
to  open  the  mouth,  is  the  very  drd  appear¬ 
ance.  In  general,  the  wound,  which  is  the 
fource  of  all  the  complaints,  gives  very  little, 
or  rather  no  pain  ;  and  not  unfrequently,  it  is 
completely  healed  up  before  the  trifmus  be¬ 
gins.  In  fome  indances,  however,  the  difeafe, 
through  its  whole  courfe  is  attended  with  very 
fevere  pain  in  the  wounded  part.  The  fpafm 
foon  becomes  fo  violent,  that  the  patient  is  un¬ 
able  to  fwallow  any  thing  but  liquids,  and  al¬ 
though  nothing  preternatural  can  be  difcovered 
in  the  throat,  yet  the  jaws  are  fo  clofely  fhur, 
that  no  power  is  able  to  feparate  them.  In 

fome 
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fome  indances,  the  fpafm  extends  to  the  back 
and  other  parts  of  the  body  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  the  patient  mud  continue  motionlefs  in 
bed.  Subfultus  tendinum  is  then  a  frequent 
circumdance.  The  fkin  is  fo  dretched  over 
the  mufcles  which  it  covers,  that  it  cannot,  by 
any  means,  be  elevated  from  them,  as  is  the 
cafe  in  a  found  {late.  The  pulfe  is  (low,  irre¬ 
gular,  intermitting,  and  always  weak ;  the 
breathing  is  always  fomewhat  more  difficult 
than  in  a  found  (late  ;  but  when  the  fpafm  is 
extended  to  the  back  this  difficulty  is  very 
much  increafed,  and  attended  with  a  peculiar 
noife.  Neither  the  pulfe,  nor  any  other  cir¬ 
cumdance,  give  indication  of  any  degree  of 
fever.  On  the  contrary,  every  function  of 
the  body  appears  to  be  affedled  with  a  (late  of 
torpor ;  for  the  mod  part,  the  countenance  is 
pale,  or  of  an  unnatural  yellow  cad,  and  its 
expreffions  indicate  the  anguiffi  to  which  the 
patient  is  fubjedted.  Blood  drawn  from  a  vein 
is  very  little  different  from  that  in  a  natural 
date ;  fometimes,  however,  it  is  obferved  to 
be  of  a  clearer  red  colour  and  more  fpungy. 
The  patient  very  rarely  deeps,  and  when  deep 
does  take  place,  he  derives  very  little  refrefh- 
ment  from  it.  In  fome  cafes  there  is  a  dight 
eruption  on  the  (kin,  which,  however,  neither 
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encreafes  nor  diminifhes  the  violence  of  the 
diflemper. 

The  duration  of  this  difeafe  depends  very 
much  upon  the  conflitution  of  the  body  af- 
fedted,  and  on  the  proper  application  of  the 
means  of  cure.  If  it  attacks  one  of  an  irrit¬ 
able  habit  and  much  difpofed  to  fpafm,  it  of¬ 
ten  proves  fatal  in  a  fhort  time,  fometimes  in 
the  fpace  of  three  or  four  days ;  but  in  moft 
cafes,  the  patient  is  not  cut  off  till  three  or 
four  weeks  from  the  commencement  of  the  af¬ 
fection. 

After  having  given  this  account  of  the  trif- 
mus  traumaticus,  our  author  obferves,  that 
the  trifmus  rheumaticus  does  not  differ  from 
it  in  the  principal  circumftances.  The  pulfe, 
however,  is,  in  general,  more  full  and  quick, 
and  frequently  what  would  indicate  a  ftate  of 
inflammation.  This  difeafe  ufually  continues 
a  ihorter  time  than  the  former,  and  the  danger 
is  lefs  alarming. 

In  treating  of  the  third  fpecies  of  trifmus, 
which,  from  its  frequently  attacking  children, 
has  been  named  the  trifmus  infantilis ;  he  ob¬ 
ferves,  that  it  is  confidered  as  being  very  fatal 
in  moll  countries,  but  particularly  in  warm  clri 
mates.  He  tells  us  that  in  Guinea,  and  fome 
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other  parts  of  Africa  it  is  endemic.  By  the  ob- 
fervations  made  in  different  counties,  it  appears, 
that  children  are  expofed  to  this  difeafe  at  differ¬ 
ent  periods  after  birth  ;  but  it  principally  oc¬ 
curs  between  the  9th  and  the  14th  day.  It  is  in 
very  rare  inftances  only  that  it  occurs  at  a  later 
period.  In  giving  the  hiftory  of  this  difeafe, 
he  obferves,  that  without  any  previous  heat, 
and,  in  mod;  inftances,  without  any  external 
caufe,  the  child  links  into  a  very  unnatural 
wearinefs  and  fleepinefs,  attended  with  fre¬ 
quent  yawnings ;  thefe,  according  to  circum- 
ftances,  are  accompanied  fometimes  fooner, 
fometimes  later,  with  a  difficulty  in  moving 
the  under  jaw.  This  at  length  rncreafes  to 
fucli  a  degree,  that  the  mouth  is  fo  much  ffiut 
as  not  to  admit  any  food  ;  fometimes,  al¬ 
though  the  child  can  open  its  mouth,  there  is 
a  total  inability  to  fuck  or  fwailow.  The  pa¬ 
tient  feels  no  painful  fenfation,  and  the  belly 
is  frequently,  although  not  always,  fwelled,  as 
fome  have  alledged.  The  fkin  has  a  pale  yel¬ 
low  colour,  which  is  particularly  vilible  in  the 
countenance ;  the  eyes  are  confufed,  and  the 
fpafms  not  unfrequently  extend  over  the  body, 
which  may  be  conftdered  as  a  fy mptom  of  ap¬ 
proaching  death.  The  difeafe  feldorn  conti¬ 
nues 
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nues  above  two,  or  at  moff  three,  days,  in 
thofe  cafes  in  which  it  proves  mortal.  But 
when  the  patient  recovers,  it  is  often  of  longer 
continuance. 

After  thefe  defcriptions  of  the  different  fpe- 
eies  of  trifmus  tonicus,  our  author  next  de¬ 
fer  ibes  the  trifmus  clonicus,  which  he  obferves 
differs  in  fo  many  refpeCts  from  the  former, 
that  it  may  be  conlidered  as  a  different  kind  of 
fpafmodic  difeafe.  It  is,  he  obferves,  lefs  fre¬ 
quent  than  any  of  the  former,  and  not  fo  fa¬ 
tal.  The  greateft  part  of  thofe  who  are  af- 
fedted  with  it  recover.  But  it  does  not  end  fo 
foon  as  mod  of  the  kinds  of  the  trifmus  to¬ 
nicus.  In  fome  inftances  of  this  affedfion,  the 
lower  jaw  is  in  conftant  motion  without  any 
interval ;  in  others,  there  are  confiderable  in- 
termiffions.  Differences  alfo  occur  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  violence  of  the  fpafms ;  but  he 
conliders  the  characterizing  circumftances  as 
conliffmg  in  gnafhing  of  the  teeth,  or  motion 
of  the  under  jaw. 

After  thefe  obfervations  on  the  hiliory  of 
different  fpecies  of  trifmus,  he  next  makes 
fome  remarks  on  the  caufes.  He  obferves, 
that  the  trifmus  tonicus  proceeds  more  fre¬ 
quently  from  wounds,  than  from  any  other 

caufe, 
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caufe,  in  temperate  climates ;  but  thefe  are 
particularly  apt  to  induce  it  when  the  patient 
is  at  the  fame  time  expofed  to  warm  and  moift 
air.  The  greater  the  fenfibility  of  the  wound¬ 
ed  part,  the  more  danger  there  is  that  the  af¬ 
fection  will  prove  fatal.  Phyficians  have  in 
general  been  inclined  to  fuppofe,  that  warmth 
and  moifture  are  the  caufes  of  the  trifmus  in¬ 
fantilis.  Our  author,  however,  imagines,  that 
fome  accidental  expofure  to  cold,  occuring  to¬ 
gether  with  thefe,  is  neceffary  for  producing 
this  affeCtion. 

Another  caufe  of  the  trifmus  infantilis,  he 
imagines,  to  be  want  of  attention  on  the  part 
of  the  mother  with  refpeCt  to  her  way  of  liv¬ 
ing.  It  may,  he  thinks,  be  the  effeCt  of  a 
fright,  or  any  other  accidenr,  which  can  have 
influence  in  producing  any  alteration  on  the 
flate  of  the  milk,  and  thus  corrupting  the 
nourifhment  of  the  child.  He  thinks  that  it 
may  alfo  proceed  from  fwaddling  children  too 
clofely,  a  practice,  which  he  obferves  Is  be¬ 
coming  lefs  frequent. 

After  thefe  obfervations  on  the  caufes,  he 
next  proceeds  to  treat  of  the  method  of 

cure. 
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In  the  trifmus  traumaticus,  the  general  in¬ 
dications  of  cure  which  he  lays  down  are, 

1.  To  pay  the  greateil  attention  to  the 
wound,  and  to  avoid  every  thing  which  can 
in  any  degree  irritate* 

2.  To  diminifh  the  violence  of  the  fpafm, 
both  by  external  and  internal  applications. 

3.  To  endeavour  to  counteract  the  tendency 
to  a  general  tetanus  till  the  fpafm  be  entirely 
removed. 

In  the  trifmus  rheumaticus,  from  whatever 
caufe  it  may  arife,  whether  from  a  Aoppage  of 
of  perfpiration,  or  from  an  unnatural  confti- 
tution  of  the  fluids,  the  objedts  principally  to 
be  aimed  at  are, 

1.  To  procure  fleep,  and  thus  to  encreafe 
perfpiration. 

2.  To  obviate  the  bad  confequences  which 
may  arife  from  a  determination  of  fluids  to 
the  internal  parts. 

3.  To  difcharge  the  foreign  ftagnating 
juices,  or  to  lead  to  a  depofltion  of  them  in 
fome  proper  place. 

In  the  trifmus  infantilis,  he  propofes  the 
following  indications.. 
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1.  To  correCt  as  much  as  poffible  any  bad 

qualities  in  the  milk  by  proper  nourifhment. 

/ 

2.  To  endeavour,  by  internal  means,  when 
the  violence  of  the  diftemper  will  admit  of  it, 
and  when  that  cannot  be  done  by  external  ap¬ 
plications,  to  promote  the  ufual  difcharges. 

3.  To  prevent  as  much  as  poffible  the  vie- 
lence  of  the  foafmodic  affections. 

A  i 

After  laying  down  thefe  general  indications, 
he  next  makes  fome  remarks  on  the  particular 
remedies  which  may  be  applied  with  advantage 
to  obtain  thefe  ends. 

In  cafes  of  the  trifmus  traumaticus,  where 
there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  a  nerve  is 
much  injured  or  lacerated,  although  not  en¬ 
tirely  ruptured  ;  he  advifes,  that  it  be  com¬ 
pletely  divided.  And  among  the  internal  re^ 
medies  which  have  been  employed  againft  this 
affeCtion,  he  puts  principal  confidence  on  the 
juice  of  poppies  and  opium. 

In  the  trifmus  rheumaticus  alfo,  he  confiders 
the  ufe  of  poppies  as  being  of  the  greateft  fer- 
vice  But  in  thofe  cafes  which  proceed  from 
the  repulfion  of  any  cutaneous  eruption,  he 
recommends  mercurial  friCtion  as  being  a  pre¬ 
ferable  remedy. 

Y01,  VI.  No.  24.  E  e  As 
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As  the  trifmus  clonicus  proceeds  from  nearly 
the  fame  caufes  with  the  trifmus  tonicus,  the 
mode  of  treatment  is  not  widely  different.  But 
as  the  difeafe  is  not  fo  violent,  and  the  danger 
not  fo  alarming,  he  does  not  imagine  that  it 
will  be  found  fo  frequently  neceffary  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  ufe  of  poppies.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  in  particular  indances  it  appeared  to 
him  to  be  rather  productive  of  a  bad  effedt. 
After  the  ufe  of  purgatives,  confiding  of  rhu¬ 
barb  and  fal.  polychred*  he  exhibited  to  his 
patients,  in  this  affection,  a  mixture  of  fpirit 
of  hartfhorn  and  Hoffman’s  anodyne  water 
with  great  advantage. 

He  concludes  his  obfervations  on  this  fub- 
]e£t,  with  pointing  out  the  external  application 
which  may  be  applied  with  greated  advantage. 
And  he  is  inclined  to  think,  that  among  all 
thefe  the  bed  confequences  may  be  expedted 
from  mercurial  fri&ions. 


IV. 
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IV. 

Experiments  and  Obfervations  on  Animal  Heat , 

Inflammation  of  combufiible  Bodies .  Be  - 
z#g-  Attempt  to  refolve  the  Phenomena  into  a 
general  Law  of  Nature .  i?y  Adair  Crawford, 
M  8  m  London. 

4  * 

WHEN  it  is  confidered  that  the  treatife 
now  before  us  confifts  principally  of  a 
minute  detail  of  experiments,  it  will  naturally 
be  concluded  that  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to  give, 
in  every  refpedt,  a  proper  ahalyfis  of  it.  The 
do&rines,  however,  deduced  from  thefe  expe¬ 
riments,  are  in  fo  many  particulars  different 
from  the  opinions  generally  received  by  mo¬ 
dern  philofophers,  that  they  may  juflly  be 
confidered  as  meriting  particular  attention; 
efpecially,  as  they  are  fupported  by  numerous, 
and  thefe  too,  apparently,  probable  arguments. 
We  lhall,  therefore,  endeavour  to  prefent  our 
jreaders  with  as  full  and  diftindt  a  view  of  Mr, 
Crawford’s  opinion  as  is  confident  with  the  na¬ 
ture  of  our  work. 

(.  ....  ...  -  A  ■  ■  ,  *  •  -s  1  <  :  .--■>*  *  t 

The  author  introduces  his  fubjedts  by  point¬ 
ing  out  the  different  fenfes  in  which  the  words 
,  Eez  heat 
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heat  and  fire  have  been  taken.  Following  Dr. 
Irvine,  the  ingenious  profeffor  of  chemiftry  at 
Glafgow,  and  fome  others,  he  adopts  the  term 
abfolute  heat ,  as  expreffing  the  power  or  ele¬ 
ment,  which  when  it  is  prefent  to  a  certain  de¬ 
gree,  excites  in  all  animals  the  fenfation  of  heat; 
while  fenfible  heat  expreffes  the  fame  power 
confidered  as  relative  to  the  effedts  which  it 
produces.  But  bodies  of  different  kinds  have 
different  capacities  of  containing  heat,  as  is 
exemplified  in  the  cafe  of  water  and  antimony. 
In  thefe,  therefore,  the  abfolute  heat  is  differ- 

.•V 

ent  when  the  fenfible  heat  is  the  fame.  And 

i  '  *  .  -  .  i  •  -  — 

if,  with  many  modern  philofophers,  we  confi- 

- 

der  the  word  fire  as  expreffing  that  unknown 
principle,  which,  when  it  is  prefent  to  a  certain 
degree,  excites  the  fenfation  of  heat  alone;  but 
when  accumulated  to  a  greater  degree,  renders 
itfelf  obvious  to  the  fight  and  touch,  or  pro¬ 
duces  heat  accompanied  with  light,  it  fignifies 
the  fame  thing  with  abfolute  heat. 

Having  premifed  thefe  remarks,  he  next 
prefents  the  reader  with  a  view  of  the  general 
fadts  upon  which  the  experiments  are  founded. 
He  at,  he  obferves,  is  contained  in  great  quan¬ 
tities  in  all  bodies  when  at  the  common  tern- 
perature  of  the  atmofphere.  It  has  a  cohftant 
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tendency  to  diffufe  itfelf  over  all  bodies,  till 
they  are  brought  to  the  fame  degree  of  fenfi- 
ble  heat.  And  if  the  parts  of  the  fame  homo¬ 
geneous  body  have  the  fame  degree  of  fenfible 
heat,  the  quality  of  abfolute  heat  which  they 
contain  will  be  in  proportion  to  their  bulk,  or 
quantity  of  matter. 

He  confiders  the  mercurial  thermometer  as 
being  an  accurate  mealure  of  the  comparative 
quantities  of  abfolute  heat,  which  are  com¬ 
municated  to  the  fame  homogeneous  bodies, 
or  feparated  from  them,  as  long  as  fuch  bo¬ 
dies  continue  in  the  fame  form  ;  that  is,  if  the 

fenfible  heat  of  a  body,  as  meafured  by  the 

*  ■ 

mercurial  thermometer,  be  diminifhed  one 
half,  one  third,  or  in  any  given  proportion, 
the  abfolute  heat  will  be  diminifhed  in  the 
fame  proportion.  But  the  comparative  quan¬ 
tities  of  abfolute  heat,  which  are  communi¬ 
cated  to  different  bodies,  or  feparated  from 
them,  cannot  be  determined  in  a  dired  man¬ 
ner  by  the  thermometer. 

After  having  premifed  thefe  general  fads, 
the  author  proceeds,  in  the  fecond  fedion,  to 
]py  before  the  reader  his  own  experiments  on 
animal  heat,  and  on  the  inflammation  of  com- 
buflible  bodies.  He  obferves,  that  experi- 
‘  E  e  3  ments 
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ments  for  determining  the  comparative  quan¬ 
tities  of  abfolute  heat  in  bodies*  are  liable  to 
inaccuracy  from  different  caufes;  particularly 
from  the  efcape  of  heat  into  the  air  during  the 
time  requifite  for  mixture  ;  from  the  mutual 
communication  of  heat  between  the  veffel  and 

*  ...  .  ,  •  .  ,  >  *  i  *  t  ;  i  >  i  > 

the  mixture;  and  from  the  difference  which  is 
often  obfervable  between  the  heat  at  the  fur- 

;  •  '  •'iii  .  .  . ' 

face  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  mixture.  After 
pointing  out  the  precautions  by  which  inaccu- 
racies  from  thefe  fources  may  belt  be  avoided, 

,  ,  ,  .  t  ,  •  j  •.  »  ,  ,5  r  -  ■  , 

he  next  prefents  us  with  the  relation  of  his 
experiments  for  determining  the  abfolute  heat 
of  the  mod:  common  vegetable  and  animal 
fubflances  compared  with  water.  As  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  method  in  which  thefe  experi¬ 
ments  were  conducted,  we  fhall  give  a  detail 
of  the  firft  in  his  own  words,  and  mention 
merely  the  refult  of  the  fucceeding  ones. 

i 

EXPERIMENT 

Air  in  the  room  — — 

A  pound  of  wheat  - 

A  pound  of  water  - - 

The  mixture  being  agitated  for 
the  temperature  at  the  end  of 


I. 

69 
66 
1 66 

a  fhort  time 


I  mi- 
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Surface. 

Bottom. 

Medium. 

*  minute  was 

—  138  — 

128 

—  133 

2  - - 

M 

Oo 

1 

125- 

—  1292 

3 

131  — 

122 

—  1261 

4 

127  - 

120 

—  123f 

The  mean  temperature  of  the  mixture  at  the 
end  of  one  minute  was  133,  at  the  end  of  two 
minutes  129J,  at  the  end  of  three  minutes 
I26|.  The  heat  carried  off  by  the  air  in  the 
firffc  minute,  being  calculated  according  to  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton’s  rule,  was  nearly  3I.  If  we 
add  this  to  133,  we  lhall  have  136!  for  the 
true  temperature  of  the  mixture.  It  was 
proved  that  the  capacity  of  the  veflel  for  re¬ 
ceiving  heat  was  to  that  of  water,  as  1  to  1 2’  . 
In  the  experiment  which  we  are  now  confider- 
ing,  the  veflel  was  raifed  from  66  to  133,  or 
67.5,  dividing  this  by  124?  we  have  nearly 
5.5  for  the  quotient.  From  this  it  appears, 
that  the  water  was  cooled  by  the  veflel  55,  or 
the  veflel  feparated  5.5  degrees  from  the  water. 
The  true  temperature  of  the  mixture  was  136I, 
fubtradfing  this  from  166,  we  have  29!  for  the 
remainder.  The  water  was  therefore  cooled 
29I  by  the  wheat  and  the  veflel  together.  But 
it  was  cooled  5.5  by  the  veflel.  It  was  there- 

E  e  4  fore 
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fore  cooled  24  by  the  wheat.  But  the  wheat 
was  raifed  from  66  to  136-I,  or  70.5.  It  fol¬ 
lows  that  the  fame  quantity  of  heat  which  will 
change  the  temperature  of  water  24,  will  change 
that  of  wheat  70 §.  Therefore  the  abfolute 
heat  of  water  is  to  that  of  wheat  as  7o|  to  24, 
or  very  nearly  as  2.9  to  1. 

From  limilar  experiments  he  determines  the 
comparative  heat  of  water  to  be  to  that  of  oats 
as  27  to  1 ;  of  water  to  barley  as  2.4.  to  1 ;  of 
water  to  beans  as  1.6  to  1 ;  of  water  to  the 
lungs  of  a  fheep  as  1.3  to  1  ;  of  water  to  milk 
as  1. 1.  to  i  ;  and  of  a  mixture  of  venous  and 
arterious  blood  to  water  as  27  to  24.4.  With¬ 
out  pretending  to  enter  into  the  inquiry  how 
far  the  method  here  employed  for  determining 
the  abfolute  heat  of  bodies,  can,  in  any  cafe, 
lead  to  a  certain  conclufon,  we  may  yet  ob- 
ferve,  that  one  obvious  objection  occurs  to  all 
the  experiments  as  here  related.  The  differ¬ 
ent  articles,  which  were  the  fubjedt  of  them, 
were  tried  in  very  different  circumilances. 
Thus,  for  example,  wheat  was  tried  with  the 
air  in  the  room  at  69,  and  the  water  added  to 
it  was  at  1 66.  Barley  was  tried  with  the  air 
of-  the  room  at  60,  and  the  water  added  to  it 


was 
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was  at  160.  While  again,  to  determine  the 
abfolute  heat  of  blood,  tha  fluid  was  taken  at 
98,  and  the  water  added  to  it  was  at  47  de¬ 
grees  only  ;  and  in  this  trial  half  a  pound  only 
of  each  of  the  fluids  were  employed,  while  in 
all  the  former  ones,  a  pound  of  each  of  the 
fubflances  had  been  ufed.  How  far  experi¬ 
ments,  thus  eflhntially  differing  from  each 

other,  can  be  a  proper  foundation  for  any  cal- 

» 

dilation,  future  trials  muft  determine.  But  it 
would  certainly  have  been  much  more  fatif- 
fadtory  to  every  reader,  who  has  no  opportu¬ 
nity  of  repeating  the  experiments,  that  the 
different  fubflances,  whofe  abfolute  heat  is 
compared,  had  been  tried  in  precifely  the  fame 
circumftances, 

Thefe  experiments,  however,  Mr.  Crawford 
imagines  in  general  prove,  that  flefh,  milk, 
and  vegetables,  contain  lefs  abfolute  heat  than 
water  ;  and  that  water  contains  lefs  than  blood. 
Blood,  therefore,  he  concludes,  contains  a 
greater  quantity  of  abfolute  heat  than  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  which  it  is  compofed.  The  remark¬ 
able  accumulation  of  heat  in  this  fluid,  led 
him  to  fufpedt,  that  it  abforbs  heat  from  the 
air  in  the  procefs  of  refpiration ;  and  in  this 

fufpi- 
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fufpicion  he  was  confirmed  by  the  following 
confiderations. 

1.  That  thofe  animals  which  are  furnilhed 
with  lungs,  and  which  continually  infpire  the 
frefti  air  in  great  quantities,  have  the  power  of 

keeping  themfelves  at  a  temperature  confider- 
ably  higher  than  the  furrounding  atmofphere  i 
but  that  animals  which  are  not  furnilhed  with 
refpiratory  organs,  are  very  nearly  of  the  fame 
temperature  with  the  medium  in  which  they  live. 

t 

2.  That  among  the  hot  animals  thofe  are 
the  warmeft  which  have  the  largeft  refpiratory 
organs,  and  which,  confequently,  breathe  the 
greateft  quantity  of  air  in  proportion  to  their 
bulk.  Thus  the  refpiratory  organs  of  birds, 
compared  with  their  fize,  are  more  extenfive 
than  thofe  of  other  animals,  and  birds  have 
the  greateft  degree  of  animal  heat. 

3.  That  in  the  fame  animal,  the  degree  of 
heat,  is,  in  fome  meafure,  proportionable  to 
the  quantity  of  air  infpired  in  a  given  time. 
Thus  animal  heat  is  encreafed  by  exercife,  and 
by  whatever  accelerates  refpiration. 

In  farther  confirmation  of  this  dodtrine,  our 
author  endeavours  to  demonftrate  by  experi- 
riment,  the  following  propofitions. 


1.  That 


I 
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1.  That  afmofpherical  air  contains  a  greater 
quantity  of  abfolute  heat  than  the  air  which  is 
expired  from  the  lungs  of  animals ;  and  that 
the  quantity  of  abfolute  heat  contained  in  any 
kind  of  air  which  is  fit  for  refpiration,  is  very 
nearly  in  proportion  to  its  purity,  or  to  its 
power  of  fupporting  animal  life. 

2.  That  the  blood  which  pafles  from  the 
lungs  to  the  heart  by  the  pulmonary  vein,  con¬ 
tains  more  abfolute  heat  than  that  which  pafles 
from  the  heart  to  the  lungs,  by  the  pulmonary 
artery. 

3.  That  the  capacities  of  bodies  for  con¬ 
taining  heat  are  diminifhed  by  the  addition  of 
phlogiflon,  and  encreafed  by  the  feparation  of 

this  principle. 

For  a  view  of  the  experiments  by  which 
he  attempts  to  demonftrate  thefe  propofl- 
tions,  we  mu  ft  refer  our  readers  to  the  work 
itfelf.  And  in  order  to  afford  full  convic¬ 
tion  on  this  fubjed;,  not  only  a  candid  pe- 
rufal  of  what  is  related  by  this  ingenious  au¬ 
thor,  but  a  repetition  of  the  experiments  alfo, 
both  in  the  manner  performed  by  Mr.  Craw¬ 
ford,  and  in  circumftances  fomewhat  different, 
would  feem  to  be  neceflfary. 


But 
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But  after  endeavouring,  in  the  ferond  fee- 
tion  to  eff’blifh  thefe  important  fads,  he  pro¬ 
ceeds  in  the  third  to  offer  an  expla  ation  of 
animal  heat,  and  of  the  heat  which  is  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  inflammation  of  burning  bodies. 
His  opinion  refpecting  the  caufe  of  animal 
heat,  is,  that  it  depends  upon  a  procefs  firm- 
lar  to  a  chemical  elective  attraction.  The  air 
is  received  into  the  lungs,  containing  a  great 
quantity  of  abfolute  heat ;  the  blood  is  re¬ 
turned  from  the  extremities  highly  impreg¬ 
nated  with  phlogiflon  ;  the  attraction  of  the 
air  to  the  phlogiflon  is  greater  than  that  of  the 
blood.  This  principle  will  therefore  leave  the 
blood  to  combine  with  the  air.  By  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  the  phlogiflon,  the  air  is  obliged  to 
depofit  a  part  of  its  abfolute  hear,  and  as  the 
capacity  of  the  blood  is,  at  the  fame  moment 
encreafed  by  the  feparation  of  the  phlogiflon, 
it  will  inftantly  unite  with  that  portion  of  heat 
which  had  been  detached  from  the  air.  In 
this  manner  he  fuppofes  the  blood  to  acquire 
abfolute  heat. 

He  next  obferves,  that  from  Dr.  Prieflley*s 
experiments,  with  refpedt  to  refpiration,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  arterial  blood  has  a  flrong  at¬ 
traction 
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tra&fon  to  phlogifton;  it  will,  confequently, 
he  thinks,  during  the  circulation,  imbibe  this 
principle  from  thofe  parrs  which  retain  it  with 
lead  force,  or  from  the  putrefcent  parts  of  the 
fyftem.  And  hence  the  venous  blood  when  it 
returns  to  the  lungs  is  found  to  be  highly  im¬ 
pregnated  with  phlogifton.  By  this  impreg¬ 
nation,  its  capacity  for  containing  heat  is  di- 
minified ;  in  proportion,  therefore,  as  the 
blood,  which  had  been  dephlogifticated  by 
the  procefs  of  refpiration,  becomes  again  com¬ 
bined  with  phlogifton,  in  the  courfe  of  cir¬ 
culation,  it  will  gradual !y  give  out  that  heat 
which  it  had  received  in  the  lungs,  and  diffufe 
it  over  the  whole  fyftem.  Thus,  according  to 
our  author,  in  refpiration  the  blood  is  conti¬ 
nually  difeharging  phlogifton,  and  abforbing 
heat  ;  and,  in  the  courfe  of  circulation,  it  is 
continually  imbibing  phlogifton,  and  emitting 
heat. 

He  concludes  from  his  experiments,  that 
atmofpherical  air  contains  much  abfolute  heat; 
that  when  it  is  converted  into  fixed  and  phlo~ 
gifticated  air,  the  greater  part  of  this  heat  is 
detached,  and  that  the  capacities  of  bodies  for 
containing  heat  are  diminifhed  by  the  addition 
of  phlogifton,  and  encreafed  by  the  feparation 

of 
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oflt.  Hence  he  infers,  that  the  heat  which 
is  produced  by  combuftion,  is  derived  from 
the  air,  and  not  from  the  inflammable  body. 
Thus  his  dodtrine  upon  the  whole  is,  that  at- 
rnofpherical  air  contains  in  its  compofition  a 
great  quantity  of  fire.  By  the  reparation  of  a 
portion  of  this  fire  in  the  lungs,  it  fupportS 
the  temperature  of  the  arterial  blood,  and  thus 
communicates  that  pabulum  vita?,  which  is  fo 
eflential  to  the  prefervation  of  the  animal 
kingdom.  And  finally,  by  a  fimilar  procefs, 
it  maintains  thofe  natural  and  artificial  fires, 
which  are  excited  by  the  inflammation  of  com- 
bufiible  bodies. 

H  aving  delivered  this  dodfrine,  he  next  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  explain  on  this  hypothefis  the  princi- 
pal  fadts  relating  to  animal  heat,  and  the  in¬ 
flammation  of  combuflible  bodies.  On  the 

u  ■  q 

former  of  thefe  fubjedfs,  he  endeavours  to  fhew 
why  breathing  animals  have  a  higher  tempe¬ 
rature  than  thofe  who  are  not  furnifhed  with 
refpiratory  organs  :  why  the  animal  body  has, 
in  certain  fituations,  the  power  of  producing 
cold,  or  of  keeping  itfelf  at  a  lower  tempera¬ 
ture  than  the  furrounding  medium ;  why, 
among  different  animals,  thofe  are  the  hotteft 
which  breathe  the  greateft  quantity  of  air ; 

why 
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why,  in  the  fame  animal,  the  degree  of  heat  at 
different  periods,  is,  in  fome  meafure,  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  quantity  of  air  inhaled  in  a  given 
time  ;  and  finally,  why  topical  inflammations 
are  accompanied  With  unufual  heat?  But  the 
limits  of  our  publication  will  neither  allow  of 
our  offering  any  view  of  thefe,  nor  of  fuggefl- 
ing  our  doubts  with  refpeCt  to  them. 

For  the  fame  reafon  alfo,  we  cannot  pretend 
to  follow  him  in  the  folution  which  he  gives  of 
the  principal  faCts  relating  to  the  combuftioh 
of  inflammable  bodies.  We  fhall,  therefore, 
conclude  this  fubjeCt,  by  prefenting  our  rea¬ 
ders  wijft  the  account  he  gives  of  volcanos, 
which  afford  us  examples  of,  perhaps,  the 

m oft  tremendous  phenomena  in  nature  exhi¬ 
bited  by  fire. 

It  is  found,  he  obferves,  by  experiment, 
that  the  phenomena  of  an  earthquakp  may 
be  imitated  by  admixture  of  iron  filings  and 
brimftone,.  made  into  a  pafte  with  water,  and 
buried  in  the  earth.  This,  he  thinks,  may 
be  accounted  for  in  the  following  manner. 
The  attraction  of  phlogifton  to  the  acid  or 
fulphur  will  be-  diminifhed-  both  by  the  attrac¬ 
tion  of  iron  to  this  acid,  and  by  that  oft  water. 

In 
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In  the  degree  of  heat,  which  is  neceflary  to 
the  inflammation 'of  fulphur,  atmofpherical  air 
is  capable  of  feparating  the  phlogiflon  from 
the  vitriolic  acid,  And  Mr.  Crawford  thinks 
it  probable,  that  by  the  afliftance  of  the  iron 
and  the  water,  it  may  be  capable  of  produc¬ 
ing  this  effedt  in  the  common  temperature  of 
the  atmofphere.  If  this  be  the  cafe,  it  fol¬ 
lows,  that  by  the  adtion  of  the  air,  which  is 
diffufed  through  the  fubflance  of  the  earth, 
upon  the  phlogiflon  of  the  fulphur,  and  by 
that  of  the  iron  and  water  upon  the  acid,  the 
fulphur  will  be  decompojfed  ;  the  air  will  unite 
with  the  phlogiflon,  the  iron  with  the  acid,  a 
quantity  of  Are  will  be  difengaged  from  the 
former,  and  an  inflammable  elaffic  fluid  from 
the  latter ;  and  hence  a  commotion  will  be 
excited,  accompanied  with  noife,  and  the 
-  eruption  of  a  flame  refembling  the  phenomena 
of  an  earthquake. 

May  not,  fays  he,  a  fimilar  mixture  of  ful- 
phureous  and  metallic  bodies  be  produced  in 
confequence  of  the  changes  which  take  place 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  ?  May  not  thefe 
bodies  be  brought  into  contad  with  the  water 
and  atmofpherical  air  which  are  diffufed  through 
the  earth’s  fubflance,  or  lodged  in  cavities 

beneath 
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beneath  its  fur  face.  By  the  action  of  the  air 
upon  the  phlogifton,  and  of  the  water  and  the 
ore  upon  the  acid,  may  not  the  fulphur  he  de- 
cotnpofed  as  in  the  mixture  of  iron  filings  and 
brimftone.  In  this  cafe*  a  quantity  of  fire  will 
be  difengaged,  and  an  elaftic  vapour  produced  ; 
the  latter  of  which,  by  its  fudden  expanfion, 
will  excite  a  commotion  in  the  bowels  of  the 
earth  ;  and  will,  at  length  force  its  way  through 
the  fuperincumbent  ftrata. 

If  much  combuftible  matter  be  lodged  in 
regions  where  the  fubterraneous  fires  have  been 
kindled,  and  if  this  matter  be  mixed  with  at- 
mofpherical  air,  or  with  fubftances,  which,  by 
the  application  of  heat,  produce  a  fluid  which 
is  capable  of  maintaining  fire,  the  inflamma¬ 
tion  may  be  augmented  to  a  prodigious  de¬ 
gree  ;  and  the  rarified  vapours  may  carry  along 
with  them  in  their  afeent,  a  great  quantity  of 
ignited  materials  abounding  with  phlogifton  ; 
by  the  expofure  of  which  the  phlogifton  will 
be  difeharged,  and  the  flame  extended  through 
a  large  tradt  of  air.  In  this  manner,  he  thinks, 
we  may  account  for  volcanos,  thofe  awful  in- 
jftances  of  combuftion,  which  are  exhibited  by 
nature  in  the  foffil  kingdom.  And  upon  the 

Vol.  VI.  No.  24.  F  f  whole. 
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lie  concludes,  that  a  variety  of  important  fadi# 
are  produced  in  the  univerfe,  in  confequence 
of  the  mutual  oppofition  of  fire  and  phlo~ 
gifton. 

How  far  future  experiments,  and  folid  rea-1 
foning  will  ferve  to  confirm  or  refute  this  hy- 
pothefis,  we  cannot  take  upon  us  to  determine. 
But  from  the  ingenuity  and  judgment  with 
which  the  author  has  fupported  it,  as  well  as 

from  the  importance  of  the  fubjedt,  it  may 

/ 

jufiiy  be  confidered  as  meriting  particular  at¬ 
tention.  And  if  the  doctrine  which  Mr.  Craw¬ 
ford  has  propofed,  and  has  with  fo  much  abi¬ 
lity  fupported,  ihall  be  confirmed  by  the  ob- 
fervations  of  others,  it  will  afford  a  new  and 
mo  ft  extenfive  field  of  inveftigation  for  every 
philofophical  inquirer. 

VI. 

Ob  fervations  fur  le  Contrepoifon  du  Sublime  Cor  r  off 
par .  M.  Dumonce.au,  Me  dee  in  Penfionnaire  de 
la  Ville  de  Tournai  &  des  Hopitaux .  Vide  Jour¬ 
nal  de  Me  decin,  12 wio\  Paris  17 78. 

H  E  dreadful  effedts  which  have  not  un- 
frequently  been  obferved  to  refult  from 
corrofive  fublimate,  render  it  an  object  of  very 

great 
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great  importance  to  practitioners  to  be  ac¬ 
quainted  with  antidotes,  by  which  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  this  poifon  may  be  mod  effectually 
counteracted.  And  thefe  particularly  deferve 
notice,  when  from  trials,  in  aCtual  praCtice, 
they  have  been  found  to  be  attended  with  fuc- 
cefs.  In  a  cafe,  treated  by  Mr.  Dumonceau, 
fuch  a  favourable  termination  was  happily  ob¬ 
tained  by  means  of  the  timely  ufe  of  fal  ab- 
linthii. 

A  man  of  a  robuft  habit  of  body,  and  fan- 
guine  temperament,  in  the  fortieth  year  of  his 
age,  took  one  evening,  about  ten  o’clock,  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  corrofive  fublimate, 
which  happened  to  be  in  his  houfe,  and  which 
had  been  procured  for  poifoning  rats.  He 
fwallowed  it,  after  mixing  it  in  a  glafs  of  beer* 
The  inflant  after  he  had  had  taken  it,  his 
mouth,  cdbphagus,  and  flomach,  were  very 
much  affeCted  by  its  cauftic  powers.  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  mouth,  and  a  burning  heat  in 
the  region  of  the  flomach,  attended  wdth  ex¬ 
cruciating  pain,  foon  fucceeded  to  the  firft  im~ 
preffion  of  the  corrofive  fublimate.  Thefe 
feelings  w7ere  quickly  propagated  through  the 
whole  inteftinal  canal,  and  were  there  attended 
with  as  fevere  pains  as  thofe  of  the  flomach. 

F  f  2  Soon 
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Soon  after,  his  countenance  was  very  much 
fwelled,  and  became  of  a  crimfon  red  colour, 
and  his  eyes  were  fparkling*  He  was  affedted 
with  anxiety  about  the  prsecordia,  with  in¬ 
quietude  and  conftant  toiling.  Amidft  thefe 
fymptoms,  his  pulfe  became  feverifh  and  fmall. 
In  this  fituation,  an  emetic  was  given  him  in 
a  glafs  of  water,  but  it  had  little  effedl  in  pro¬ 
ducing  vomiting,  and  the  pains,*  which  were 
before  very  violent,  feemed  to  be  augmented'.* 

When  the  patient  was  in  this  fituation,  Mr. 
Dumonceau  was  called  in,  who,  with  the  view 
of  decompofing  the  metallic  fait,  imme¬ 
diately  exhibited  to  this  patient,  a  dram 
of  the  fait  of  wormwood,  in  a  glafs  of  water. 
He  fubjoined  to  it  alfo  the  life  of  infpifiants, 
with  the  view  of  involving  the  acid  particles. 
Upon  thefe  meafures  the  pains  were  fomewbat 
abated,  yet  they  returned  at  intervals  with 
great  feverity,?  and  fymptoms  occurred  which 
feemed  to  threaten  a  corrofion  of  the  internal 
membrane  of  the  ftomach  and  inteftines';  for 
the  matters  difcharged  by  flool  were  obfervcd 
to  be  tinged  with  blood.  Yet  Mr.  Dumon¬ 
ceau,  as  well  as  Mr.  Planchen,  who  was  alfo 
called  in,  agreed  in  the  propriety  of  continu¬ 
ing  the  medicine ;  and,  accordingly,  two 

drams 
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drams  of  the  fal  abfinthii,  in  two  ounces  of 

r 

incraffant  decodtion,  were  exhibited  to  him. 

* 

From  this  he  felt  very  diftindfly  confiderable 
relief ;  and  although  the  pains  returned  from 
time  to  time  with  violence,  yet  they  became 
by  degrees  more  eafy,  apd  by  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  a  calm  had,  as  it  were,  fucceeded  to  the 
fform.  All  the  alarming  fymptoms  had  now 
difappeared,  but  there  hill  remained  a  painful 
fenfation  through  the  whole  tradl  of  the  ali¬ 
mentary  canal,  and  the  patient  complained  of 
general  weaknefs  and  latitude. 

The  author,  after  giving  this  detail  of  the 
cafe,  which  had  thus  a  happy  termination, 
fubjoins  a  few  remarks  qn  this  fubjedt.  He 
obferves,  that  a  knowlege  of  chemical  affini¬ 
ties  points  out  the  propriety  of  this  prac¬ 
tice.  The  fixed  alkali,  by  its  attraction  to  the 
muriatic  acid,  the  union  of  which  with  mer¬ 
cury  forms  corrofive  fublimate,  quickly  com¬ 
bines  with  this  acid.  Upon  this,  pne  part  of 
the  mercury  is  precipitated  in  the  form  of  a 
mercurial  calx,  and  the  other  part  is  reduced 
to  the  hate  of  mercurius  dulcis.  But  neither 
mercurius  dulcis,  nor  calx  of  mercury,  in  a 
fmall  quantity,  are  highly  pernicious  to  the 

\  F  f  3  ani- 
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animal  oeconomy.  From  the  union  again  of 

the  fixed  alkali  with  the  marine  acid,  which 

* 

alfo  takes  plate,  a  febrifuge  fait  is  formed,  from 
which  no  danger  can  be  apprehended. 

VII. 

T 'raitement  (June  Affection  Sopor eufe ,  par  M,  Boyer, 
Med»  Correfpond.  de  la  Societe  Royal  de  Medecine . 
Fid,  Gazette  de  Sante  Annee  i 778.  4 /o.  Paris. 

MR.  Boyer  introduces  his  obfervation  on 
the  fingular  and  alarming  cafe  which 
he  has  here  related,  by  remarking,  that  he 
puts  very  little  confidence  on  fpecifics  in  gene¬ 
ral,  and  leaft  of  all  on  thofe  which  are  highly 
extolled.  For  this  very  circumfiance  is  fuffi — 
cient,  he  thinks,  to  render  them  fufpedted. 
Notwithfianding  thefe  general  fentiments, 
however,  he  reckons  it  but  jufiice  to  give  a 
fair  and  candid  account  of  what  palled  under  his 
own  obfervation,  refpedfing  the  ufe  of  the  vola¬ 
tile  alkali  fluor,  which  has  of  late  been  highly 
celebrated  at  Paris  in  all  the  public  papers. 

A  young  woman,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  her 
age,  of  a  delicate  habit  of  body,  and,  in  fome 
degree,  fubjedted  to  rachitis ;  being  upon  a 

vifit 
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yifit  to  a  relation  was,  about  three  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  fuddenly  attacked  with  violent  convul¬ 
sions.  Thefe  were  attended  with  foaming  at 
the  mouth,  and  total  lots  of  fenfe.  In  this 
Situation  fhe  was  put  into  bed,  and  Mr.  Boyer 
was  lent  for.  Before  he  came,  the  convulfive 
motions  had  entirely  ceafed ;  he  found  the 
pulfe  of  his  patient  regular  but  weak.  Her 
extremities  were  cold,  and  fhe  was  affedted 
with  a  found  fleep,  from  which  fhe  could  not, 
by  any  means,  be  rouzed. 

The  fymptoms  which  were  defcribed  to  him, 
he  considered  as  indicating  an  epileptic  fit.  But 
he  was  informed,  that  fire  had  never  before 
been  affected  with  any  thing  which  could  give 
the  leaf!  fufpicion  of  that  difeafe.  He  was 
told  alio,  that  the  evening  before  fhe  had 
palled  fome  worms,  and  had  eat  at  dinner  a 
confiderabie  quantity  of  chefnuts. 

After  the  ufe  of  feveral  external  dimuli,  com¬ 
monly  employed  in  fuch  circumftances,  without 
effect,  he  judged  it  neceffary  to  exhibit  a  vomit. 
This  was  given  her  from  a  fpoon,but  not  with¬ 
out  a  good  deal  of  difficulty,  her  teeth  being  very 
ciofe  together.  1  he  vomit  produced  violent 
draining,  but  was  accompanied  with  very  lit¬ 
tle  evacuation.  It  had,  howrever,  no  influ¬ 
ence  in  the  removal  of  her  date  of  torpor. 

F  f  4  He 
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He  then  employed,  in  fuccefiion,  irritating 
clyfiers,  and  a  variety  of  antihyfteric  medE 
cines,  with  no  better  effed.  At  length,  on 
the  third  day  from  the  attack,  a  large  blifier 
was  applied  between  her  fhoulders.  Theblif- 
ter  rofe  well,  and  during  its  addon  fhe  was  ob- 
ferved  to  figh,  but  gave  no  other  fign  of  fenr 
Ability. 

•  \ 

All  thefe  meafures  having  proved  fruitlefs, 
and  the  affedion  having  now  continued  to  the 
fifth  day,  the  torpor  and  other  apopledic  fymp- 
toms  being  nothing  diminifhed,  and  the  pulfe 
becoming  more  weak,  he  refolved  upon  a  trial 
of  the  volatile  alkali  floor,  which  he  confiders, 
however,  as  nothing  elfe  than  the  volatile  fpi- 
rit  of  fal  ammoniac,  which  has  for  a  very  long 
time  been  commonly  ufed  in  medicine  in  fimi- 

■  '  *  t  '  ■ 

lar  cafes.  Alrnofl  immediately  after  the  fir  ft 
fpoonful,  the  patient  was  evidently  much  agi¬ 
tated,  and  cried  out,  fhe  was  poifoned,  and  mull 
inftantlyhave  fome  water.  Cold  water  was  given 
her,  but  foon  after  taking  it  fhe  fell  into  the 
fame  ftupor  as  before.  Next  morning  another 
dofe  was  given  her,  the  immediate  effed  of 
which  was  the  fame  as  the  evening  before  ;  but 
with  this  difference,  that  after  being  roufed 
from  the  ftupor,  it  did  not  again  retyrn.  The 

patient 
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patient  complained  only  of  pain  of  her  head, 
which,  however,  gradually  left  her,  and  ffie 
fpon  recovered  her  former  health. 

Having  given  this  relation  of  the  cafe,  Mr. 
Boyer  next  dates  fome  queries  on  this  fubjeft. 
He  alks,  how  the  volatile  alkali  can  here  be 
fuppofed  to  aft.  Does  it  operate,  fays  he,  as  a 
fpecific  ?  Did  it  remove  the  caufe  of  the  com¬ 
plaint  ?  But  what  was  the  caufe  ?  And  what¬ 
ever  it  was,  could  it  be  fuppofed  to  be  de- 

ftroyed  in  an  inftant  ?  It  can  hardly,  he  thinks, 
be  here  fuppofed  to  have  operated  as  a  ilimulus, 
fince  before  that,  he  had  employed  ftimulants 
both  externally  and  internally,  friftions,  eme¬ 
tics,  blifter's,  &c.  without  any  good  effeftv 
He  concludes  with  obferving,  that  whatever 
may  be  the  cafe,  and  however  decffive  this  faft: 
may  appear  in  favour  of  the  volatile  alkali,  yet 
as  he  had  before  the  misfortune  to  entertain 
doubts  with  regard  to  its  efficacy,  and  as  he 

thinks  it  not  impoffible  that  the  other  reme¬ 
dies  may  have  contributed  to  the  fuccefs,  he 
promifes  to  take  the  firft  opportunity  of  re¬ 
peating  this  praftice  in  iimilar  cafes.  And  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  he  will  communicate  the 
I'cfult  of  his  trials  to  the  public. 
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rA  Cafe  of  Hydrocephalus ,  by  Dr.  Robert  Butler 
Remmett,  Phyjician  at  Plymouth . 

IT  is  exceedingly  to  be  lamented  that,  in  a 
fcience  of  fo  much  importance  to  mankind 
as  is  that  of  medicine,  conclufions  are  fre¬ 
quently  formed  at  random,  and  thus  handed 
down  from  century  to  century,  without  the 
fmalleft  inquiry  into  the  arguments  by  which 
they  may  be  fupported.  When  we  have  at 
laft,  however,  been  induced  by  accident,  or 
fome  more  laudable  motive,  to  examine  the 
grounds  of  our  opinions,  we  have  too  often 

had 


COMMENTARIES.  423 

had  abundant  reafon  to  regret  our  former  neg¬ 
ligence;,  and  wonder  at  the  ignorance  with 
which  we  have  fo  long  perlifted  in  the  moft 
dangerous  practices.  The  prefent  approved 
method  of  treating  the  fmall-pox,  and  feverai 
other  diforders,  would  diffidently  evince  the 
truth  of  this  obfervation  ;  but  I  have  been 
more  particularly  led  to  it  by  a  cafe  of  hydro¬ 
cephalus,  for  which  I  was  lately  confulted* 
The  event  was  indeed  fatal,  but  as  the  difor- 
der  is  not  very  common,  and  the  method  of 
treatment  is  new,  and  contrary  to  the  exprefs 
prohibition  of  fome  other  phyficians,  I  think 
it  my  duty  to  offer  it  to  the  faculty,  and  fhall 
be  very  happy  if  thefe  curfory  obfervations 
lead  fome  more  able  practitioners  to  improve 
upon  the  hints  I  fhall  now  throw  out  to  them. 

A.  B.  was  born,  after  a  natural  labour,  Au- 
gu  it  9,  1778,  and  being  examined,  was  found 
to  have  a  very  large  head,  with  the  futures  of 
the  cranium  very  open,  and  an  evident  fluc¬ 
tuation  of  fome  fluid  within  it.  From  this 
time,  to  the  age  of  two  months,  the  diforder 
advanced  very  confiderably,  and  then  I  was 
confulted,  and  found,  beiides  the  former 
fymptoms,  the  eyes  of  the  child  much  pro¬ 
truded,  and  darting,  as  it  were,  from  the 

head* 
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head.  In  every  other  refpeCt  fhe  was  perfectly 
healthy,  and  a  very  ftrong  girl. 

The  gradual  progrefs  of  the  diforder,  the 
fluctuation  of  a  fluid  at  the  futures  of  the  cra¬ 
nium,  and  the  abfence  of  every  anafarcous  ap¬ 
pearance,  left  me  no  doubt  that  there  was 
an  accumulation  of  water  between  the  dura 
and  pia  mater. 

To  difcover  a  probable  method  of  cure  was 
not  fo  eafy  a  matter ;  but  having  learnt  fropi 
a  fimilar,  as  well  as  from  the  prefent  cafe,  that 
little  or  nothing  was  to  be  expeCted  from  all 
the  ordinary  remedies  of  dropfy,  and  that  no 
relief  could  be  obtained  from  the  application 
of  blifters,  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  the 
moil  probable  means  of  cure,  I  determined, 
in  conjunction  with  Mr.  J.  Woolcombe,  an 
excellent  furgeon  of  this  town,  to  try  wh^t 
might  be  done  by  a  cautious  and  gradual  ex¬ 
traction  of  the  water.  Having  chofen  a  place, 
at  the  opening  of  the  futures,  where  we  might 
be  fure  to  avoid  the  finuffes  of  the  dura  mater, 
gnd  have  a  depending  orifice,  a  fmall  punc¬ 
ture  was  carefully  made  with  a  lancet,  and  ten 
ounces  of  a  clear  pellucid  flujd  were  drawn  off 
the  firft  time,  which  was  on  the  yth  of  October. 

To 
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Tu  obviate  any  inconvenience  that  might  have 
arifen  from  leffening  the  preffure  on  the  brain* 
we  kept  our  hands  conftantly  and  equally  ap¬ 
plied  all  over  the  head  during  the  operation* 
and  afterwards  rolled  on  a  tight  bandage. 
This  being  a  new  operation*  we  thought  it 
neceffary  to  obferve  the  greateft  caution,  and 
were  therefore  unwilling  to  take  off  more  than 
ten  ounces,  till  we  might  be  enabled  to  form 
a  better  judgment  of  the  confequences,  but  as 
the  child  was  not,  in  the  dualled  degree,  dif- 
ordered  by  the  evacuation,  we  afterwards  de¬ 
termined  to  repeat  it  from  time  to  time,  as 
drcumflances  might  require. 

On  the  9th  of  Qdtober  we  accordingly  took 
off  twelve  ounces  more ;  and  on  the  12th 

.  t 

fourteen  ounces ;  by  this  time  the  futures  were 
clofe,  and  the  appearance  of  the  head  was  al- 
moft  natural,  our  little  patient  being  dill  in 
good  health.  The  fecretion  in  this,  as  in  moil 
other  dropfical  affections,  went  on,  however, 
in  fpite  of  the  evacuation  ;  but  it  was  not  till 
the  9th  of  November  that  we  thought  it  ne¬ 
ceffary  to  make  another  punCture,  and  as  the 
bead  was  then  but  moderately  enlarged,  we 
drew  off  only  twelve  ounces.  By  the  7th  of 

Decern- 
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December,  the  difeafe  had  made  a  more  rapid 
progrefs,  and  then  we  drew  off  thirty-two 
ounces  before  the  head  could  be  reduced  to  a 
natural  appearance  ;  the  child  was  all  this 
while  perfectly  healthy,  and  continued  fo  till 
the  24th  of  December,  when,  without  any  ap¬ 
parent  reafon,  at  the  dijlance  of  feventeen  days 
from  the  lajl  operation ,  fhe  fuddenly  fell  into 
an  atrophy,  in  which  fhe  lingered  to  the  4th 
of  January,  when  fhe  died. 

It  was  particularly  fortunate  for  me  that  her 
death  did  not  happen  fooner  ;  but  as  it  may  yet 
be  fufpe&ed  that  her  end  was  haftened  by  my 
treatment  of  her,  and  the  confequent  admiflion 
of  air  to  the  tender  meninges  of  thebrain,!  think 
it  neceffary  to  affure  my  readers  that  the  punc¬ 
ture  being  made  in  the  mod  Ample  manner  was 

always  found  again,  and  fcarce  vifible  after  a 

\ 

day  or  two,  and  never  difcovered  the  flighted 
appearance  of  inflammation.  So  little  reafon 
is  there  to  imagine  that  the  wound  was  ever 
productive  of  any  bad  effects ;  but  every  idea 
of  this  kind  mud  be  totally  removed  by  the 
fubfequent  diffeCtion,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  there  was  not  the  lead  trace  of  any  previous 
inflammation.  But  that  my  patient  had  fo 
many  other  evils  to  encounter,  that  it  was  truly 
wonderful  die  could  live  and  thrive  fo  long. 

The 
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The  next  morning  after  her  death,  being 
permitted  to  infpedfc  her  head,  we  round,  to 
our  great  aftonifhment,  the  whole  cavity  of 
the  cranium  full  of  this  clear,  pellucid  fluid, 
of  which  we  colledfed  about  two  quarts.  The 

JL 

dura  mater,  with  its  precedes,  was  entire ;  but 
we  could  not  at  fir  ft  difeover  any  appearance 
of  brain,  and  after  the  moil  minute  examina- 
"  tion,  we  could  only  trace  the  medulla  oblon¬ 
gata  defeending  into  the  fpine;  and  behind  the 
orbits  of  the  eyes  a  very  fmall  quantity  of  a 
medullary  fubftance,  indifti-ndtly  refembling 
that  of  the  brain  ;  what  we  faw,  however,-  was 
quite  entire,  and  covered  by  the  pia  mater, 
and  I  have  already  remarked,  that  the  fluid 
was  perfectly  clear  and  pellucid,  fo  we  had 
not  the  leaft  reafon  to  adopt  the  opinion  of 
Morgagni,  who  endeavours  to  prove  that  in  all 
fuch  cafes  the  abfence  of  brain  muft  have  arifen 
from  its  diffolution  in  the  preternatural  fluid 
contained  in  the  cranium. 

In  Bonetus,  as  well  as  in  Morgagni,  fimilar 
difledtions  are  to  be  met  with.  It  is  not,  there* 
fore*  to  excite  the  aftonifhment  of  my  readers, 
orbecaufe  I  fuppofe  this  to  be  a  new  cafe,  that  I 
.  relate  it.  My  only  wifh  is  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  faculty  to  this  very  important  difeafe ; 

that 
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that  by  repeated  diffe&ions  it  may  be  know?! 
in  what  Hate  the  cavity  of  the  cranium  is  ge¬ 
nerally  found,  in  thofe  who  die  of  this  lpecies 
of  hydrocephalus.  Should  it  often  appear  as 
I  faw  it,  every  idea  of  cure  mult  be  banifhed 
from  our  thoughts  ;  but  fhould  it  on  the  con¬ 
trary  be  happily  difcovered,  that  mine  was  ari 
an  unfavourable  cafe,  and  that  the  brain  itfelf 
is  not  fo  materially  difordered  in  moft  inftances 
of  this  difeafe,  I  think  I  have  fhewn  that  the 
evacuation  of  the  Water  is  perfectly  fafe,  and 
that  it  may  as  eafily  be  made  as  by  the  com- 
mon  paracentelis  of  the  abdomen. 

How  far  the  laft  operation  is  itfelf  proper 
has*  indeed,  been  doubted  by  fome ;  but  if 
there  has  been  a  lihgle  cure  promoted  by  it^ 
{and  many  fuch  may,  I  am  fure  be  produced) 
fhould  we  not  be  much  more  inclined  to  have 
recourfe  to  a  limilar  operation,  in  a  difeafe,  the 
confequences  of  which  are  idiotifm,  and  a  train 
of  evils,  the  greatefl  and  moll  deplorable  to' 
which  humanity  is  fubjedb 
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II; 

The  Hiftory  of  a  fwgular  Cafe  of  Rabies  Canlna 
terminating  favourably ,  by  the  late  James  Til¬ 
ton,  M.  D.  of  Dover -County,  on  the  Delaware ; 
lonimunicated  to  Dr.  Duncan  by  Mr.  Williant 
Grifley,  Student  of  Medicine . 
r  .  ’  * 

IN  June  lad,  I  vifited  Mrs.  K.  aged  forty- 
feven  years ;  die  bad  been  in  June,  eigh¬ 
teen  years  before  that*  bit  by  a  mad  dog ;  her 
hufband  being  a  phyflcian,  immediately  fcari-* 
fied  the  flight  wound  in  her  ancle  made  by  the 
dog’s  tooth,  and  applied  a  cauftic  to  it.  He 
gave  her  alfo  fuch  medicines  as  he  thought 
belt.  During  his  life-time,  for  feventeen  years 
after  the  accident,  the  wound  on  her  leg  fre¬ 
quently  broke  out  into  a  running  fore,  efpecially 
every  fpring  of  the  year  ;  he  always  promoted 
the  difcharge  from  the  wound  by  proper  digef- 
tives,  until  it  inclined  to  heal  up  of  itfelf,  and 
then  he  would  let  it  cicatrize,  and  befides  this, 
every  fpring  he  took  fome  blood  and  gave  her 
a  mercurial  purge  or  two. 

After  his  death,  thefe  precautions  being 
tfegledted,  the  fird  fpring  (or  rather  early  in  the 
Vol.  VI.  No.  24.  G  g  fum- 
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ftimmer)  following,  the  parts  about  the  cica» 
trix  fwelled  and  grew  painful,  but  did  not 
break  out  into  a  running  wound.  She  bathed 
her  leg  in  feme  warm  bath,  but  omitted  the 
bleeding  and  phyfic  fhe  had  been  ufed  to  in 
the  fpring-time.  Soon  after,  fhe  found  herfelf 
drangely  disordered  in  a  manner  fhe  could  not 
deferibe ;  but  fo  as  to  make  her  very  redlefs 
and  uneafy,  and  affedted  her  mind  with  a  kind 
of  fearfulnefs  and  didrefs,  that  was  altogether 
unaccountable.  This  had  not  laded  above  a 
day  or  two  before  fhe  awoke  in  the  night,  rav¬ 
ing  mad  with  a  frothing  at  the  mouth,  fre¬ 
quent  convulfions  about  the  domach,  throat, 
and  face,  and  the  mod  Horrible  dread  of  wa¬ 
ter.  She  was  found  ill  this  condition  about 
one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  the  59th  of 
June  lad,  when  the  two  mod  adjacent  phyfl- 
cians  being  called  in,  a  blidering  plader  was 
applied  to  the  old  cicatrix,  and  Hie  was  blood¬ 
ed  to  the  quantity  of  fixteen  ounces ;  but  as 
ibe  was  incapable  of  fwallowing  any  thing,  no- 
more  was  done  for  her  at  this  time. 

Blooding  moderated  her  raving  ;  but  fo  far 
was  her  mind  from  being  redored  to  right  rea- 
fon,  that  the  night  following,  fhe  broke  away 
from  her  attendants,  dripped  herfelf  naked* 

and 
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and  ran  out  into  the  fields.  It  happened* 
however*  to  rain  that  night*  and  her  abhors 
rence  of  the  water  forced  her  to  return  to  the 
houfe  again  where  fhe  continued,  to  appear¬ 
ance*  very  mad*  and  very  fearful*  till  day-* 
light*  none  of  the  family  daring  to  approach 
her  for  fear  of  injury.  As  foon  as  it  was  light, 
fhe  fet  off  for  the  woods  mod:  adjacent*  but  be¬ 
ing  purfued  by  fome  women  they  took  her* 
put  a  fhift  on  her*  and  tied  her  down  in  bed. 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  the  month  above  mentioned* 
happening  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood*  I  vi- 
fited  her  out  of  curiofity  rather  than  from  the 
expectation  of  doing  her  any  fervice.  I  found 
her  in  a  reftlefs  agony*  that  went  off  with  con- 
vulfions  about  the  ftomach*  throat*  and  face* 
which  occafioned  feveral  mouthfuls  of  a  frothy 
faliva  to  be  put  out  involuntarily.  After  this, 
fhe  had  an  interval  of  reafon,  in  which  fhe  could 
talk  rationally,  though  much  difturbed  by  an 
uncommon  anxiety*  which  lhe  faid*  could 
not  be  defcribed  ;  and  thus  exacerbations  and 
remiftion  of  her  diforder  returned  one  after  an¬ 
other  continually*  fhe  had  not  fo  much  as 
fwallowed  her  fpittle  fmce  the  19th  ;  and  to 
ufe  her  own  expreflion,  had  not  even  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  fwallowing  ;  her  countenance  appeared 
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florid  and  fanguine,  her  refpiration  quick  and 
laborious,  her  pulfe  full,  and  but  little  more 
quick  than  natural ;  her  tongue  was  muck 
fwelled,  and  a  frothy  matter  refled  conftantly 
about  her  lips,  which  fhe  fpit  carelefsly  about 
on  every  fide.  She  could  not  bear  the  name 
of  water  to  be  mentioned  to  her  by  any  other 
perfon,  though  fhe  would  fometimes  cry  out. 
Water,  herfelf.  The  fight  of  a  fpoon,  or  the 
noife  of  the  weli~pole,;  would  throw  her  into 
convulfions.  She  would  fometimes  complain 
vehemently  of  thirft,  and  call  for  water  ;  but 
when  the  cup  was  offered,  fhe  would  fall  into 
convulfive  agonies,  with  ravings.  I  happened 
to  mention  warm  bath  as  a  fuitable  remedy  ; 
fhe  inftantly  cried  out,  Don’t  mention  water* 
oh  f  water,  water*  terrible  water ;  fcreamed 
in  the  moft  hideous  manner,  was  convulfed  all 
over,  put  out  mouthfuls  of  frothy  faliva,  and 
calmed  again.  All  thefe  addons  feemed  to  be 
involuntary.  In  her  intervals  of  reafon,  fhe 
would  beg  the  by-ftanders  to  keep  off  from 
her,  for  her  inclination  was  good  to  hurt  any 
of  them  fhe  could,, 

Both  the  other  phyficians  who  had  feen  her,, 
plainly  difcovered  their  defpondency  of  her  reT 
covery ;  and  the  patient  was  flill  farther  con¬ 
vinced 
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vinced  of  certain  death,  "by  what  her  hufband 
bad  told  her  in  his  life-time,  in  whom  fhe  pro- 
feffed  implicit  faith.  I  therefore  found  it  a 
fruitlefs  talk  to  perfuade  her  to  ufe  any  reme¬ 
dies  whatever,  until  an  old  friend  of  mine, 
diftinguifhed  by  his  benevolence  above  all  his 
good  qualities,  called  at  the  houfe  in  confequence 
of  my  vilit,  which  he  had  heard  of.  He  related 
a  cafe  from  the  London  Magazine,  in  which 
the  patient  was  recovered  from  a  dreadful  hy¬ 
drophobia,  by  falling  from  a  high  place, 
wounding  the  temporal  artery,  and  bleeding 
almoft  to  death ;  he,  therefore,  earneftly  re¬ 
commended  a  large  bleeding,  and  I  took  oc- 
cafion,  at  the  fame  time  to  obfer-ve,  that  a 
doubtful  remedy  was  better  than  none.  By 
the  good  old  man’s  importunity,  rather  than 
my  reafoning,  fhe  at  length  confented  to  be 
blooded,  and  I  immediately  took  between  20 
or  30  ounces.  From  the  time  the  blood  began 
to  run,  fhe  became  calm,  and  by  the  evening, 
without  any  other  help,  was  able  to  drink 
fome  milk,  which,  however,  fhe  chofe  to  be 
four  rather  than  frefh. 

Next  morning  (the  22d)  I  vifited  her  again, 
and  found  her  quite  calm  and  fenfible ;  fhe  had 
£•20  raving  fits  fince  the  day  before,  had  been 
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rarely  convulfed,  and  that  in  a  flight  degree  ; 
and  what  was  more  pleafing  than  all  the  reft, 
lhe  was  able  to  drink  four  whey,  thouo-h  lhe 

.  -  f  o 

did  not  iike  to  hear  of  water.  There  was  now 
no  froth  about  her  mouth,  floe  breathed  eafily 
and  naturally  while  quiet,  but  teemed  a  little 
agitated  with  a  kind  of  panting  after  talking  ; 
which,  fhe  faid,  gave  her  pain.  The  fwelling 
of  her  tongue  had  gone  down,  but  fhe  com¬ 
plained  of  a  burning  heat  in  her  ftomach  *,  her 
pulfe  was  rather  fmaller  but  not  quicker  than 
natural. 

Being  now  encouraged  to  hope  for  longer 
life,  fhe  confented  to  whatever  fhould  be  ad- 
vifed.  Several  of  the  faculty  being  prefent, 
we  ioon  agreed  that  bleeding  fhould  be  re¬ 
peated,  which  I  immediately  performed  ad  de- 
Jiquum  ;  after  this  a  bolus  of  live  grains  of 
calomel  was  given,  to  be  purged  off  with  an 
ounce  of  Glauber’s  fairs,  diflolved  in  four 
whey,  an  hour  afterwards;  but  the  falts  being 
rejected  by  her  ftomach,  a  dofe  of  jalap,  in 
the  form  of  a  bolus,  was  fubflituted.  This  oc- 
Cafioned  her  fir  ft  to  vomit  a  quantity  of  green 
fiimy  matter,  and  afterwards  purged  her.  Af- 
ter  the  purge,  an  anodyne  bolus  of  opium, 
camphor,  and  caftor,  was  directed,  but  none 
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of  her  attendants  would  prevail  on  her  to  take 
it ;  for  die  faid  opium  always  difagreed  with 
her,  and  her  huibaad  had  altogether  disap¬ 
proved  of  her  taking  it  Some  time  before  his 
death.  Mercurial  fridtions  were  alfo  advifed, 
and  a  plader  of  galbanum  and  opium  to  be 
applied  to  her  throat  and  jaws,  and  thefe  were 
done  accordingly.  The  wound  on  her  leg  was 
renewed  by  a  blider,  and  dreflfed  with  an  oint- 
ment  gently  efcharotic,  to  promote  the  dis¬ 
charge  from  it.  The  patient  being  at  aconfider- 
able  didance  from  my  place  of  refidence,  I  did 
■not  fee  her  again  till  the  24th,  I  then  found 
her  fo  calm  and  reafonable  it  was  unnecelfary 
to  confine  her.  She  complained  of  great  weak- 
nefs  and  lownefs  of  Spirits,  a  ficknefs  at  fto- 
inach,  and  the  burning  heat  continued,  but 
lower  down  in  her  bowels.  She  had  no  appe¬ 
tite,  and  what  little  whey  die  took  (w'hich  was 
the  only  food  She  had  taken  fince  the  22 d)  lay 
heavy  on  her  domach.  She  was  now  and  then 
Seized  with  a  convulfive  fob  or  two,  and  flight 
fpafms  of  the  mufcles  of  the  head  and  eyes, 
cfpecially  if  She  talked  much,  w7hich  alfo  oc¬ 
casioned  the  panting  in  her  breath  above  men¬ 
tioned.  Her  pulfe  was  weak  and  Small.  The 
Small  quantity  of  mercury,  directed  on  the 
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22d,  had  made  her  mouth  fore,  and  caufec} 
her  to  fpit  a  little.  *  She  appeared  to  the  at¬ 
tendants  to  deep  moderately,  but  die  declared 
fhe  had  no  good  found  deep,  that  her  imagi¬ 
nation  was  always  didurbed,  and  that  lhe  had 
a  drange  propenfity  to  think  die  fhould  be  bet¬ 
ter,  and  even  well,  if  die  could  get  into  thp 
woods  alone, 

V  •  ^  ' 

It  was  npw  earnedly  recommended  to  her, 
that  lhe  fhould  fup  frequently  of  any  liquid 
jiouridiment,  die  mod  approved  off,  at 
lead;  every  hour;  that  a  glyder  of  decodt. 
alth.  vinegar  and  oil,  with  a  little  nitre,  fhould 
be  adminidped  night  and  morning  ;  and  if  lhe 
could  not  venture  to  take  opium  by  the  mouth, 
that  fixty  drops  of  liquid  laudanum  fhould  he 
added  tp  the  evening  glider.  By  help  of  the 
mercurial  fridtion,  the  prefent  degree  of  fpit- 
ting  was  to  be  kept  up,  a  plafter  of  Ther.  Ve- 
net.  was  ordered  tp  the  domach,  and  in  cafe 
a  delirium  fhould  happen,  bleeding  was  ad- 
yifed. 

On  the  29th,  I  vidted  her  again,  and  found 
the  glyders  before  diredted  had  been  altogether 
pegledted  through  a  midaken  modedy ;  and 
the  red  of  our  advice  had  not  been  much 
p;ore  regarded  ;  a  little  of  the  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment 
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ment  bad  been  once  or  twice  rubbed  on,  and 
the  plafter  of  Venice  treacle  was  applied  to 
her  Homach,  but  this  lad  being  fufpedted  for 
a  delirium  that  came  on  foon  after,  it  was  ex¬ 
changed  for  fome  pounded  rue.  After  this, 
fhe  again  fell  into  a  flight  delirium,  but  was 
inflantly  relieved  by  bleeding.  Her  fon,  who 
blooded  her,  told  me,  her  blood  appeared 
blacker,  or  darker  coloured,  than  in  either  of 
the  former  bleedings,  but  that  a  confiderable 
portion  of  it  changed  into  ferum  upon  Hand¬ 
ing.  He  alfo  gave  her  fome  afla  foetida  and 
cador,  which  feemed  to  have  a  good  effedh 
upon  her  fpirits. 

Notwithftanding  her  negledt  of  drinking 
freely,  and  mod;  of  the  advice  given  at  my 
preceeding  vifit,  except  bleeding,  fhe  now  ap¬ 
peared  quite  cpmpofed,  without  any  of  her 
convulfive  fobs,  or  the  lead  fpafmodic  affec- 
tion,  .though  fhe  faid  thefe  troubled  her  fome- 
times  at  night.  Her  abhorrence  of  water  was 
now  quite  gone,  fo  that  fhe  could  drink  it  with¬ 
out  any  emotion.  She,  however.  Hill  felt 
fome  degree  of  that  burning  uneafinefs  in  her 
bowels,  complained  of  a  lownefs  and  oppref- 
preffion  of  fpirits,  and  that  her  mind  was  Hill 
liable  to  fearfulnefs  and  Hrange  impreflions  of 
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imagination,  which  flic  had  not  the  power  to 
controul. 

After  remon  fixating  againfi:  her  negligence, 

I  advifed  a  repetition  of  three  grains  of  merc0 
dulc.  over  night,  to  be  purged  off  next  morn¬ 
ing  with  fome  fenna  and  falts ;  that  flie  ftiould 
fup  more  frequently  and  plentifully  of  fome 
liquid  nouriftiment  than  fhe  had  done ;  that 
flie  fhould  be  familiar  in  wafiiing  with  water 
as  well  as  drinking  of  it ;  and,  as  foon  as  fhe 
was  able,  that  fhe  fhould  remove  to  a  conve¬ 
nient  place,  and  ufe  the  cold  bath. 

Some  days  after  this  flie  fell  into  a  flight 
delirium,  and  bit  the  arm  of  one  of  her  at¬ 
tendants,  but  was  inflantly  relieved  as  ufual 
by  bleeding,  which  was  her  refource  in  every 
infiance  of  emergency ;  and  was  certainly  the 
principal  remedy  in  bringing  about  a  happy 
cure.  From  this  time  flie  had  no  return  of 
her  diforder,  but  began  to  recover  from  that 
weak  and  low  fiiate,  which  failing,  evacuating 
medicines,  and  large  bleedings  had  reduced 
her  to.  I  have  taken  frequent  occafions  to  vi° 
lit  her  within  thefe  three  months  pafi,  and  find 
no  traces  of  her  madnefs  left.  It  is  true,  flie 
recovered  but  flowly  from  her  weak  and  lan¬ 
guid 
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guid  condition,  and  her  health  has  never  been 
quite  fo  vigorous  fince  as  before.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  was  probably  owing  to  an  obftinacy  in 
her  temper,  which  made  her  always  rejedt  the 
better  half  of  thofe  helps  that  were  recom¬ 
mended  to  her.  The  cold  bath  in  particular, 
fhe  conftantly  evaded,  though  frequently  re^ 
commended  with  the  greateft  importunity. 

This  woman  was  always  of  a  very  hyftericai 
habit,  whence  an  ingenious  young  gentleman 
of  the  faculty,  took  occalion  to  obferve,  that 
poffibly  all  her  complaints  might  arife  from 
that  fource,  that  the  hyileric  affedtion  counter¬ 
feited  all  other  diforders,  and  why  not  the  hy¬ 
drophobia.  But  does  not  the  preceding  hif- 
tory  evince  to  the  contrary  ?  We  may  pb- 
ferve,  the  diforder  took  its  firfl  rife  in  the 
wounded  part  of  the  leg,  from  whence  it  made 
a  gradual  progrefs  according  to  the  ufual  courfe 
of  the  canine  poifon,  and  broke  out  into  vio¬ 
lence  during  deep,  rather  than  when  Ihe  was 
awake.  Her  being  cured,  is  no  evidence  her 
diforder  was  not  from  infedtion,  nor  the  long 
interval  between  the  bite  and  its  efFedts,  for 
we  have  authentic  hiftories  to  prove  that  both 
^re  poffible* 
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The  Hijlory  of  a  Cafe  of  Af cites*  remarkable  for  the 
Quantity  of  Water  drawn  off  by  Tapping .  By 
Dr .  William  Scott,  Phyfuian  in  Hawick . 

Woman,  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  her  age, 


jTlL  when  in  the  feventh  month  of  preg¬ 
nancy,  had  a  violent  bilious  colic.  Her  belly 
was  coflive,  and  exceffively  fwelled,  attended 
with  great  thirh: ;  but  upon  the  adminiftration 
of  two  or  three  emollient  injections,  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  which  gave  relief,  and  drinking  a 
quantity  of  water-gruel  which  brought  on  vo¬ 
miting,  the  fymptoms  were  mitigated.  About 
three  days  after  her  delivery,  which  was  natu¬ 
ral,  fhe  was  again  feized  with  the  colic ;  but 
upon  the  repetition  of  the  injeCfions,  and  a 
dofe  of  facred  tinCture,  fhe  was  again  relieved. 
Upon  feeling  her  belly,  I  found  a  hardnefs  in 
the  right  fide,  all  along  under  the  fhort  ribs, 
which  plainly  demonflrated  that  the  liver  was 
fchirrhous. 

For  five  months  after  delivery  fhe  had  a  re¬ 
turn  of  the  colic  every  fourth  or  fifth  week. 
About  this  time  the  child  was  ordered  to  be 
weaned.  One  month  after  this  fhe  had  fymp- 
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toms  of  the  catamenia,  which  terminated  in 
the  colic  without  any  difcharge  from  the  uterus* 

The  colic  returned  regularly,  always  about 
the  time  of  mendruation  for  three  months  ; 
from  this  time  her  belly  began  to  fwell,  ac¬ 
companied  with  codivenefs  and  fcarcity  of 
urine.  To  remove  the  fwelling  of  her  belly, 
which  evidently  depended  on  a  colleftion  of 
water,  the  operation  of  the  paracentefis  was 
performed,  and  from  February  1777,  to  May 
1778,  928  pints  of  water  were  drawn  off  at 
twenty-four  fucceflive  tappings  at  different  in¬ 
tervals,  as  will  appear  from  the  fubfequent 
table.  The  water,  for  the  firft  four  times  was 
limpid,  refembling  whey.  Afterwards  it  be¬ 
came  muddy,  and  for  the  lad  five  times  it 
feemed  to  confifl  principally  of  purulent  mat¬ 
ter.  Upon  the  death  of  this  patient,  which 
happened  foon  after  the  twenty-fourth  tapping, 
the  following  appearances  were  difcovered  on 
diffedtion.  The  omentum  was  almod  entirely 
gone ;  the  liver,  uterus,  and  ovaria,  were  in  a 
fchirrhous  date ;  the  myfenteric  glands  were 
very  much  enlarged,  and  upon  being  cut  open, 
feemed  to  contain  purulent  matter.  The  right 
kidney  was  in  its  natural  date,  but  the  left  was 
much  enlarged,  and  the  ureter  thickened  in  its 

coats. 
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coats.  The  coats  of  the  colon  and  rediurit 


were  alfo  much  thickned, 
neighbouring  parts. 
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and  adhered  to  the 


The  firft  columrf 
marks  the  number 
of  times  for  which 
the  tapping  was  per¬ 
formed.  The  fe¬ 
cund  the  number  of 
weeks  intervening 
between  each  parti¬ 
cular  operation  and 
the  preceding  one* 
And  the  third,  the 
Quantity  of  water,  in 
Englilh  pints,  drawn 
off  at  each  operas 
tion. 
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*Fhe  Hifiary  of  an  uncommon  Cafe  in  Midwifery  %  by 
Mr.  William  Spier,  Surgeon ,  of  Ardeef 
County  of  Lowth,  Ireland ,  communicated  to  Dr . 

Duncan, 

I  Was  in  the  morning  of  the  21ft  of  March 
laft  called  to  the  afliflance  of  M.  R.  a  poor 
woman  in  this  town,  who  was  in  labour  of  her 
firft  child  ;  {he  was  twenty  years  old,  of  a  fmall 
flature,  and  with  a  narrow  pelvis ;  but  with¬ 
out  any  other  apparent  deformity.  The  mid¬ 
wife,  who  attended  her  from  the  beginning  of 
her  illnefs,  informed  me,  that  the  woman  had 
come  to  her  full  time,  and  had  been  in  labour 
for  the  five  preceding  days ;  fhe  faid  her  pains 
had  been  much  flronger  and  more  fevere  fince 
yefterday  evening  than  before ;  that  the  mem¬ 
branes  were  not  as  yet  broken,  nor  the  waters 
difcharged  ;  but  that  in  place  of  them,  putrid 
coagulated  blood  had  continued  to  flow  abun¬ 
dantly  from  the  vagina  for  half  an  hour. 

As  foon  as  I  came,  I  was  immediately  •  fo- 
licited  to  try  fome  method  of  delivering  the 
woman,  who  was  now  fomewhat  exhaufled  by 

the 
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the  violence  of  the  flooding.  I  was  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  furprifed  upon  touching,  to  examine  the 
progrefs  of  her  labonr,  and  endeavour  to  find 
out  what  might  be  uncommon  in  her  cafe,  to 
difcover  a  large  tumor,  foft  to  the  touch,  and 
of  a  longitudinal  form,  covering  the  os  inter-* 
num.  I  at  firfl  miflook  this  tumour  for  the 
membranes,  and  I  imagined  the  flooding  to 
proceed  from  fome  mifmanagement  of  the 
midwife ;  but,  upon  a  more  minute  examina- 
tion,  to  find  out  the  fource  of  the  flooding,  I 
difcovered  it  to  proceed  from  the  tumor.  I 
found  alfo  that  this  tumor  was  divided  near  its 
middle,  by  a  pretty  thick  membrane  into  two 
feparate  facs.  As  the  woman  was  now  grown 
languid,  and  her  pulfe  feeble,  I  thought  it  the 
mofl  eligible  method  to  make  an  opening  into 
the  moil  remote  fac  to  allow  its  contents  to  be 
evacuated.  This  I  accordingly  did  with  the 
nail  of  my  fore-finger,  and  immediately  upon 
the  opening  being  made,  there  gufhed  out  a 
great  quantity  of  putrid  coagulated  blood. 
This  gave  her  fome  relief  for  the  prefent.  Ill 
the  interim,  the  parts  were  frequently  foment¬ 
ed  with  an  emollient  deco&ion  ;  and  in  the 
intervals  of  the  fomentation,  a  warm  cloth  was 
kept  continually  applied.  Two  hours  and  a 

"  quarter* 
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quarter  after  the  blood  was  difcharged,  the 
membranes  broke  and  the  waters  came  away. 
The  child’s  head  prefented  itfelf,  but  was 
ilriddy  locked  in  the  pelvis.  I  waited  that 
evening,  that  night,  and  next  morning,  in 
expectation  that  nature  would  affift  the  birth, 
but  was  at  length  forry  to  find  myfelf  difap- 
pointed  in  my  expectation.  The  few  linger¬ 
ing  pains  which  fhe  had  the  preceding  even¬ 
ing  had  left  her.  She  was  now  become  lan¬ 
guid,  and  her  pulfe  intermitting.  In  this  cri¬ 
tical  fituation,  I  was  determined  upon  making 
trial  of  the  forceps,  as  recommended  in  thefe 
dubious  cafes  by  that  learned  and  experienced 
profefTor  of  midwifery,  Dr.  Young,  a  gentle¬ 
man  to  whom  I  fhall  ever  acknowledge  myfelf 
under  the  greateft  obligations.  I  accordingly 
tried  them,  and  in  a  fhort  time,  delivered  her 
of  a  dead  male  child,  which,  from  its  livid  ap¬ 
pearance,  feemed  to  have  been  dead  a  confi« 
derable  time  in  the  womb.  She  met  with  no 
laceration  of  the  perineum,  nor  had  fhe  any 
incontinence  of  urine;  accidents  which  fre¬ 
quently  enfue  after  preternatural  cafes ;  but 
fhe  complained  at  the  change  of  weather,  of 

Vol.  VI.  No.  24.  '  H  h  pains 
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pains  about  the  region  of  the  pubis.  Her 
lochia  were  at  firft  very  offenfive,  but  fhortly 
after  they  became  lefs  fo.  The  woman  had  a 
fpeedy  and  good  recovery,  and  is  now  fo  well 
afr  to  take  care  of  her  ufual  bufinefs. 
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SECT.  III. 


Medical  News. 
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WE  are  forry  that  it  has  not  been.,  before 
this,  in  our  power  to  fulfil  our  promife 
of  giving  fome  account  of  the  illufhrious  Dr„ 
Haller.  The  many  panegyrics  on  this  emi- 
ment  man,  which  have  lately  been  delivered 
and  publifhed  at  almoft  every  remarkable  feat 
of  medical  literature  in  Europe,  now  afford  us 
ample  materials  for  a  very  full  and  particular 
account.  But  by  the  limits  of  our  publica¬ 
tion,  we  are  neceffarily  retrained  within  very 
narrow  bounds.  And  we  can  therefore  pro- 
pofe  to  prefent  our  reader  with  a  very  general 

account  only  of  the  moil  remarkable  parti¬ 
culars. 


Hh 
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Albert  von  Haller  was  born  at  Bern, "on  the 
1 6th  of  October,  1708.  He  was  the  fon  of 
an  advocate,  of  confiderable  eminence  in  his 
profeffion.  His  father  had  a  numerous  family, 
and  Albert  was  the  youngeft  of  five  fons. 
From  the  fir  ft  period  of  his  education,  he 
ihewed  a  very  great  genius  for  literature  of 
every  kind ;  and  to  forward  the  progrefs  of 
his  ftudies,  his  father  took  into  his  family  a 
private  tutor,  named  Abraham  Baillodz.  How 
far  the  rigid  feverity  of  this  pedagogue  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  rapid  improvement  of  his  pupil, 
may,  perhaps,  be  a  queftion.'  But  fuch  was  the 
difcipline  he  exerted,  that  the  accidental  fight 
of  him,  at  any  future  period  of  life,  excited 

ill  Haller  very  great  uneafinefs,  and  renewed 
all'  his  former  terrors.  It  is,  however,  pro¬ 
bable,  that  if  any  circumftance,  befides  un¬ 
common  natural  genius,  tended  to  forward 
his  acquifition  of  knowledge,  he  was  no 
lefs  indebted  to  an  original  delicacy  of  confti- 
tution  than  to  the  feverity  of  his  teacher.  As 
it  was,  perhaps,  from  this  circumftance  that 
he  had  little  relifh  for  the  common  amufements 
of  other  children  ;  and  in  thefe  he  indulged 
himfelf  very  little  in  them. 


But 
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But  to  whatever  caufe  it  is  to  he  attributed, 
according  to  the  accounts  which  are  ghen  us, 
the  progrefs  of  his  ftudies,  at  the  earlieft  pe¬ 
riods  of  life,  was  rapid  almoft  beyond  belief. 
When  other  children  are  beginning  only  to 
read,  he  was  fludying  Bayle  and  Moreri ;  and 
at  nine  years  of  age  he  was  able  to  tranflate 
Greek,  and  was  beginning  the  ftudy  of  He¬ 
brew.  Not  long  after  this,  however,  the 
courfe  of  his  education  was  fomewhat  inter¬ 
rupted  by  the  death  of  his  father ;  an  event 
which  happened  when  he  was  in  the  thirteenth 
year  of  his  age.  After  this  he  was  fent  to  the 
public  fchool  at  Bern,  where  he  exhibited 
many  fpecimens  of  early  and  uncommon  ge¬ 
nius.  He  was  diftinguilhed  for  his  knowledge 
in  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages  ;  but  he 
was  chiefly  remarkable  for  his  poetical  genius : 
and  his  efiays  of  this  kind,  which  were  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  German  language,  were  read  and 

admired  throughout  the  whole  empire. 

/  '  * 

Having  made  this  proficiency  in  the  preli¬ 
minary  branches  of  education,  he  was  now 
fully  qualified  to  enter  on  the  ftudy  of  that 
profeftion,  for  the  practice  of  which  his  future 
life  was  intended.  And  in  the  fixteenth  year 
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of  bis  age,  he  began  the  fludy  of  medicine  at 
Tubingen,  under  thofe  eminent  teachers  Du- 
vernoy  and  Camerarius.  The  commence¬ 
ment  of  his  medical  ftudies  was  marked  by  an 
event  charadteriftic  of  thofe  induflrious  exer¬ 
tions  by  which  he  was  afterwards  diflinguifhed. 
Determined,  with  unremitting  induflry,  to  de¬ 
dicate  his  whole  time  to  the  profecution  of  a 
fludy  which  he  hoped  would  render  him  ufe- 
ful  to  mankind,  he  becam’e  a  fugitive  from 
the  Mufes,  and  committed  to  the  flames  all 
thofe  little  poetical  effays  which  were  then  his 
principal,  or  rather  his  only  amufement. 

He  continued  engaged  in  the  fludy  of  me¬ 
dicine  at  Tubingen  for  the  fpace  of  two  years, 
when  the  great  reputation  of  thejuflly  cele¬ 
brated  Boerhaave  drew  him  to  Leyden.  Nor 
was  this  diflinguifhed  teacher  the  only  man, 
from  whofe  fuperior  abilities,  he  had  there  an 
opportunity  of  profiting.  Ruyfch  was  flili 
alive,  and  Albinus  was  riling  into  fame.  Ani¬ 
mated  by  fuch  examples,  it  is  not  to  be  ima¬ 
gined  that  his  afiiduity  would  be  relaxed. 
There  he  fpent  all  the  day,  and  the  greatefl 
part  of  the  night,  in  the  moil  intenfe  fludy. 
And  the  proficiency  which  he  made,  gained 

him 
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3him  univerfal  edeem  both  from  his  teachers 
and  fellow-dudents. 

From  Holland,  in  the  year  1727,  he  came 
to  England.  Here,  however,  his  flay  was 
but  fhort,  and  it  was  rather  his  intention  to 
vifit  the  illuflrious  men  of  that  period  than  to 
profecute  his  fludies  at  London.  He  formed 
connexions  with  fome  of  the  moil  eminent  of 
them.  He  was  honoured  with  the  fnendfhip 
of  Dougl  as  and  Chefelden,  and  he'  met  with 
a  reception  proportioned  to  his  merit  from 

Sir  Hans  Sloane,  prelident  of  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety.  After  his  vifit  to  Britain,  he  went  to 
France  ;  there,  under  thofe  eminent  mailers. 
Window  and  LeDran,  with  the  latter  of  whom 
he  redded  during  his  flay  in  Paris,  he  had  op¬ 
portunities  of  profecuting  anatomy,  which 
he  had  not  before  enjoyed.  But  the  zeal  of 
our  young  anatomifl  was  greater  than  the  pre¬ 
judices  of  the  people  at  that  period,  even  in 
the  enlightened  city  of  Paris,  could  admit  of. 
An  information  being  lodged  againfl  him  to 
the  police  for  differing  dead  bodies,  he  was 
obliged  to  cut  fhort  his  anatomical  invediga- 
tions  by  a  precipitate  retreat.  Still,  however, 
intent  on  the  farther  profecution  of  his  fludies, 

H  h  4  he 
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he  went  to  Rafil,  where  he  became  a  pupil  to 
the  celebrated  Bernouli. 

Thus  improved  and  inftrufted  by  the  lec¬ 
tures  of  the  mo  ft  diftinguifhed  teachers  of  that 
period,  by  uncommon  natural  abilities,  and 
by  unremitting  mduftry,  he  returned  to  the 
place  of  his  nativity  in  the  26th  year  of  his 
age.  And  not  long  after  this  he  offered  him- 
felf  a  candidate,  firft,  for  the  office  of  phyfi- 
cian  to  an  hofpital,  and  afterwards  for  a  pro- 
fciforfhip.  But  neither  the  character  which 
he  had,  before  he  left  his  native  country,  nor 
the  fame  which  he  had  acquired  and  fupported 
while  abroad,  were  fufficient  to  combat  the  in- 
terefl  oppofed  to  him.  He  was  difappointed 
in  both.  And  it  was  even  with  difficulty,  that 
he  obtained  in  the  following  year,  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  keeper  of  a  publick  library  at  Bern, 
an  office,  the  exercife  of  which,  was,  indeed, 
by  no  means  fuited  to  his  great  abilities.  But 
it  was  the  more  agreeable  to  him,  as  it  afford¬ 
ed  him  an  opportunity  for  that  extenfive  read¬ 
ing  by  which  he  has  been  fo  juftly  diftin- 

The  negledt  of  his  merit  which  marked  his 
fir  ft  outfet,  neither  diminifhed  his  ardour  for 

medi- 
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medical  purfuits,  nor  detra&ed  from  his  repu¬ 
tation,  either  at  home  or  abroad  And  foon 
after  he  was  nominated  a  profeffor  in  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Goettingen,  by  our  late  gracious  fo- 
fovereign  George  II.  The  duties  of  this  im¬ 
portant  office,  fie  difcharged  with  no  lefs  ho¬ 
nour  to  himfelf,  than  advantage  to  the  public, 
for  the  fpace  of  feventeen  years.  And  it  af¬ 
forded  him  an  ample  field  for  the  exertion  of 
thofe  great  talents  which  he  pofiTefied,  Exten- 
fively  acquainted  with  the  fentiments  of  others 
refpedting  the  ceconomy  of  the  human  body, 

—i 

firuck  with  the  diverfity  of  opinions  which 
they  held,  and  fenfible  that  the  only  means  of 
Invefiigating  truth  was  by  careful  and  candid 
experiment,  he  undertook  the  arduous  tafk  of 
exploring  the  phsenomena  of  human  nature 
from  the  original  fource.  In  thefe  purfuits  he 
was  no  lefs  indufirious  than  fuccefsful,  and 
there  was  hardly  any  function  of  the  body  on 
which  his  experiments  did  not  reflect  either  a 
new  or  a  ftronger  light.  Nor  was  it  long  ne- 
cefiary  for  him,  in  this  arduous  undertaking 
to  labour  alone.  The  example  of  the  precep¬ 
tor  infpired  his  pupils  with  the  fpirit  of  induf- 
trious  exertion.  Zinn,  Zimmerman,  Caldani, 
and  many  others,  animated  by  a  generous 

emula- 
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emulation,  laboured  with  indefatigable  induf- 
try  to  profecute  and  to  perfedf  the  difcoveries 
of  their  great  mailer.  And  the  mutual  Exer¬ 
tion  of  the  teacher  and  his  Undents,  ^ot  only 
tended  to  forward  the  progrefs  of  medical 
fcience,  but  placed  the  philofophy  of  the  hu¬ 
man  body  on  a  more  fure,  and  an  almolt  en¬ 
tirely  new  bads. 

But  the  labours  of  Dr,  Haller,  during  his 
reddence  at  Goettingen,  were,  by  no  means 
confined  to  any  one  department  of  feience.  He 
was  not  more  anxious  to  be  an  improver  him- 
felf,  than  to  inlfigate  others  to  limilar  pur- 
fuits.  And  the  intimacy  which  fubdded  be¬ 
tween  him  and  Baron  de  Munchaufen,  the  firft 
minider  in  Hanover,  who  was  the  friend  and 
patron  of  his  merit,  enabled  him  to  fet  on  foot 
inditutions  admirably  calculated  for  this  pur- 
pole.  To  him,  the  Anatomical  Theatre,  the 
School  of  Midwifery,  the  Chirurgical  Society, 
and  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Goet¬ 
tingen,  owe  their  origin.  Such  didinguifhed 
merit  could  not  fail  to  meet  with  a  fuitable  re¬ 
ward  from  the  fovereign  under  whofe  protec¬ 
tion  he  then  taught.  The  king  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  not  only  honoured  him  with  every  mark 
of  attention  which  he  himfelf  could  bedow, 

but 
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but  procured  him  alfo  letters  of  nobility  from 
the  Emperor. 

The  ripened  fruits  of  that  genius  and  induftry 
which  were  at  firffc  negle&ed,  now  drew  the  at- 
tendon  of  almoft  every  Maecenas  in  Europe. 
On  the  death  of  Dillenius,  he  had  an  offer  of 
the  profeiforihip  of  botany  at  Oxford ;  the 
flates  of  Holland  invited  him  to  the  chair  of 
the  younger  Albinus ;  the  king  of  Prufiia  was 
anxious  that  he  fhould  be  the  fucceffor  of  Mau- 
pertuis  at  Berlin.  Marfhal  Keith  wrote  to  him 
In  the  name  of  his  fovereign,  offering  him  the 
chancellorfhip  of  the  univerfity  of  Halle,  va¬ 
cant  by  the  death  of  the  celebrated  Wolff. 
Count  Orlow  invited  him  to  Rufila,  in  the  name 
his  mi  ft  refs  the  emprefs,  offering  him  a  dif- 
tinguiihed  place  at  St.  Peterfburgh.  The  king 
of  Sweden  conferred  on  him  an  unfolicited  ho¬ 
nour  by  raifing  him  to  the  rank  of  knighthood 
of  the  order  of  the  polar  ftar ;  and  the  emperor 
of  Germany  did  him  the  honour  of  a  perfonal 
vifit,  during  which,  he  thought  it  no  degrada¬ 
tion  of  his  character,  to  pafs  fome  time  with 
him,  in  the  moft  familiar  converfation. 

Thus  honoured  by  fovereigns,  revered  by 
men  of  literature,  and  efteemed  by  all  Eu¬ 
rope, 
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rope*  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  have  held  the 
higheft  rank  in  the  republic  of  letters.  Yet 
declining  all  the  tempting  offers  which  were 
made  to  him,  he  continued  at  Goettingen 
anxioufly  endeavouring  to  extend  the  riling 
fame  of  that  medical  fchool.  But  after  feven- 
teen  years  refidence  in  that  univerlity,  an  ill 
Hate  of  health  rendering  him  lefs  fit  for  the 
duties  of  the  important  office,  which  he  held, 
he  foiicited  and  obtained  permiffion  from  the 
regency  of  Hanover  to  return  to  his  native 
city  of  Bern.  His  fellow-citizens,  who 
might  at  fir  ft  have  fixed  him  among  them- 
felves,  with  no  lefs  honour  than  advantage  to 
their  city,  were  now  as  fenfible  as  others  of  his 
fuperior  merit.  A  penlion  was  fettled  upon 

him  for  life,  and  he  was  nominated  at  differ- 

\ 

ent  times  to  fill  the  moft  important  offices  in 
the  ftate.  Thefe  occupations,  however,  did 
not  diminifh  his  ardour  for  ufeful  improve¬ 
ments.  He  was  the  firft  prefident,  as  well  as 
the  greateft  promoter  of  the  Oeconomical  So¬ 
ciety  at  Bern  ;  and  he  may  be  confidered  as 
the  father  and  founder  of  the  Orphan-Hofpital 
of  that  city.  Declining  health,  however,  re- 
ftrained  his  exertions  in  the  more  active  fcenes 
of  life,  and  for  many  years  he  was  confined 

entirely 
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entirely  to  his  own  houfe.  Even  this,  however, 
could  not  put  a  period  to  his  utility  ;  for  with 
indefatigable  induftry  he  continued  his  favour¬ 
ite  employment  of  writing  till  within  a  few 
days  of  his  death,  which  happened  in  the 
70th  year  of  his  age,  on  the  12th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1777. 

After  what  has  been  faid,  to  fum  up  his 
character  would  be  fuperduous ;  to  enumerate 
his  improvements  or  his  writings  would  much 
exceed  the  limits  of  our  publication.  It  Is 
fufficient  to  obferve,  that  thofe  extenfive  works, 
his  Elementa  Phyilologiae  and  Bibliotheca  Me¬ 
dicine,  will  afford,  to  lateft  poflerity,  unde¬ 
niable  proofs  of  his  indefatigable  indudry, 
penetrating  genius,  and  folid  judgment. 
But  he  wras  no  lefs  diflinguifhed  as  a  philo- 
fopher,  than  beloved  as  a  man  ;  and  he  was 
not  more  eminent  for  his  improvement  in  every 
department  of  medical  fcience,  than  for  his 
piety  to  God,  and  benevolence  to  all  mankind* 

#  #  %- 

That  admirable  inftitution,  which  has  lono* 
fubfifted  at  Paris  under  the  title  of  La  Societe 
Libre  d’Emulation,  the  objects  of  whofe  in¬ 
quiries  have  been  fo  much  directed  to  public 
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utility,  has  propofed  a  prize  queflion  for  the 
prefent  year,  the  proper  folution  of  which  muft 
be  confidered  as  of  the  utmofl  importance. 
In  their  programme  they  obferve,  that  nume¬ 
rous  and  melancholy  inflances  of  the  deliterious 
effedls  refulting  from  the  ufe  of  kitchen  uten- 
fils,  yielding  matters  of  a  poifonous  quality, 
had  juftly  excited  the  attention,  not  only  of 
phyficians,  but  of  the  public  in  general.  And 
although  thofe  of  copper  and  lead  be  unquef- 
tionably  the  mofl  dangerous,  yet  it  is  univer* 
fally  allowed,  that  thofe  alfo  of  pewter,  iron, 
and  even  earthen  ware,  are  very  far  from  be¬ 
ing  free  from  inconveniences.  Confidering, 
therefore,  improvements  on  this  fubjedt  as  well 
meriting  attention,  they  have  allotted  the  fum 
of  nine  hundred  livres,  as  an  encouragement 
to  inquiries  and  trials  with  regard  to  it.  The 
queflion  is  propofed  in  the  following  terms. 

Trouver  une  matiere,  ou  une  compofition 
quelconque,  avec  laquelle  on  puiffe  fabriquer 
des  uflenfiles  de  cuifine,  capables  de  foutenir 
tres-longtems,laplus  forte  ebulition,  les  alterna¬ 
tives  fubites  du  froid,  et  de  la  plus  grande  cha- 
leur,  qui  n’ayent  aucun  des  inconveniens  du 
cuivre,  du  plomb,  des  etamages,  convertes  ou 
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verms  ordinaires,  et  qui  foient  aufii  folides  et 
moins  chers,  s’il  eft  poffible,  que  les  uftenfiles 
d’ufage. 

*  i 

Memoirs  on  this  fubjeCt  are  defired  to  be  di¬ 
rected,  au  Bureau  Royal  de  Correfpondance 
generate,  rue  des  Deux  Portes.  S.  Sauveur,  a 
Paris. 

«  *  *  *  *  JC. 

The  many  extraordinary  cures  which  have 
of  late  been  performed,  by  means  of  medicated 
vapour  baths,  in  London  and  Dublin,  muft 
neceflarily  fuggeft  to  the  attentive  practitioner, 
the  idea  of  furnifliing  other  places  alfo  with 
this  ufeful  and  important  remedy,  in  fome  of 
the  moft  obftinate  difeafes.  It  is  with  parti¬ 
cular  pleafure,  therefore,  we  learn,  that  fuch 
baths  are  now  erecting  in  different  places.  Dr* 
Hunter,  of  York,  in  conjunction  with  MeflT. 
Garencieres  and  Whaley,  apothecaries  in  that 
city,  has  lately  fitted  up  there,'  at  a  very  con- 
fiderable  expence,  baths,  on  a  conftruCtion  fi- 
milar  to  thofe  of  Dr.  Kelly  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  London.  Thefe  are  now  completed, 
and  open  to  patients  at  a  moderate  rate,  from 
eight  in  the  morning  till  ten  at  night.  And  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  gentlemen  who  have 
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carried  this  undertaking  into  execution,  will 
meet  with  a  proper  return  for  having  provided 
a  remedy,  no  lefs  pleafing  than  efficacious,  for 
the  numerous  difeafes  which  derive  their  origin 
from  ob'ftf  lifted  perfpiration  and  confined  hu¬ 
mours. 

But  in  fmaller  towns,  all  the  returns  which 
could  reafonably  be  expedted  from  medi¬ 
cated  baths,  would  be  by  no  means  fufficient 
for  defraying  the  expence  of  fuch  conftruftions 
as  thofe  at  London  and  York.  Jt  is  therefore 
much  to  be  Wilfrid,  that  proper  trials  were 
made  of  more  Ample  contrivances  for  this  pur- 
pofe.  From  thefe,  there  is  reafon  to  prefume, 
that  many,  at  leaf:,  of  the  benefits  of  this 
mode  of  cure  might  be  obtained. 

An  ingenious  phyfician,  who  has  the  charge 
of  a  county  hofpitai  in  England,  and  whofe 
attention  to  every  thing  that  can  improve  his 
profeffion  is  highly  worthy  of  imitation,  in  a 
letter  to  Dr,  Duncan,  informs  him,  that  he 
has  lately  employed  medicated  vapours  with 
his  patients,  by  means  of  a  common  flill  and 
vapour-bath  chair,  connected  by  a  proper  tube; 
and  that,  in  fome  inilances,  this  practice  has 
been  attended  with  great  fuccefs.  We  hope, 

in 
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in  Tome  future  number,  to  be  able  to  give  a  more 
full  account  of  this  practice.  Meanwhile,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  medicated  vapours  in  this  way,  can  be 
tried  any  where^  at  a  very  trifling  expence, 

*  i}-  ^ 

It  is  now  upwards  of  a  year  fince  we  men¬ 
tioned  that  a  third  edition  of  Dr.  Cullen’s  Sy- 
nopfis  Nofologi®  Methodic®  was  in  the  prefs 
at  Edinburgh  ;  and  that  this  worlq  which  had 
formerly  been  contained  in  one  volume  odavo, 
was  now  to  be  fo  far  enlarged,  that  it  would 
extend  to  two.  But,  after  the  firfl  of  thefe 
volumes  had  been  printed  off,  the  learned  au¬ 
thor  was  induced  to  fufpend  this  work  forfome 
time.  He  has  now,  however,  again  refumed 

V 

it  ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  whole  will 
foon  be  ready  for  publication. 

iff 

Dr.  Charles  Webfter,  of  Edinburgh,  has 
been,  for  fome  time,  engaged  in  preparing  for 
publication,  a  feledion  of  the  belt  inaugural 
differtations  on  pradical  fubjeds,  and  arrang¬ 
ing  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  form  one, 
conneded  fyftem.  This  work  is  now  in  the 
prefs,  and  is  entitled,  Syftema  Median® 

Vol.  VI.  No.  2.4.  I  1  Era- 
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Praxeos,  compledtens  DifTertationes  Argu- 
menti  Medico-Pradtici  SeledHores.  It  is  in¬ 
tended  to  exhibit  to  the  public  not  fo  much 
the  labours  of  the  ftudents  whofe  names  the 
difTertations  bear,  as  to  give  a  view  of  the  doc¬ 
trines  refpedling  particular  difeafes,  and  of  the 
method  of  cure,  delivered  by  the  mod;  eminent 
teachers  of  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Edin¬ 
burgh,  particularly  thofe  of  the  late  Drs.  Ru¬ 
therford  and  Gregory,  a  proper  account  of 
whofe  practice  was  never  publiilied  by  them- 
i'elves;  and  of  Drs.  Cullen  and  Duncan,  both- 
of  whom,  in  the  lectures  which  they  at  prefen t 
deliver,  recommend  many  modes  of  treatment 
in  particular  difeafes,  which  they  confider  as 
improvements,  and  which  never  have  appear¬ 
ed  in  print,  unlefs  in  the  form  of  inaugural  dif- 
fertations  by  their  pupils.  Thefe,  however,  are 
felclom  expofed  to  fale,  and  very  rarely  read 
beyond  the  preeindts  of  the  univerhty  where 
they  are  publifhed.  The  prefect  wrork,  there¬ 
fore,  will,  probably,,  furnifh  a  view  of  moderm 
practice,  not  inferior  to  any  one  which  has  of 
late  appeared* 
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Dr.  Home  has,  for  feveral  years,  been  pre¬ 
paring  for  publication  the  refult  of  his  obfer- 
vation  and  experience  at  the  Royal  Infirmary 
of  Edinburgh,  where  he  has*  every  winter,  in 
conjunction  with  Dr.  Gregory,  the  care  of  the 
clinical  patients.  This  work  is  now  in  the 
prefs,  and  is  entitled.  Clinical  Experiments* 
Hifiories,  and  Diffections.  Befides  containing 
accurate  hifiories  of  the  cafes  of  particular  pa¬ 
tients,  a  diftinct  view  of  the  treatment  in  each* 
and  the  principal  obfervations  which  were  de¬ 
livered  in  lecture  ;  it  exhibits  alfo  a  faithful  ac¬ 
count  of  trials  which  have  been  made  with  the 
greateft  part  of  the  new  remedies  lately  intro¬ 
duced  into  practice  ;  and  a  minute  detail  of 
the  effects  which  have  been  obferved  to  refult 
from  them. 


*  *  *  *  * 


A  work  is  at  prefent  in  the  prefs  at  Edin¬ 
burgh,  by  Dr.  Gregory,  entitled,  Confpectus 
Medicine  Theoretics  ;  in  Ufum  Academicum. 
In  this  publication,  which  is  intended  princi¬ 
pally,  as  a  text-book  for  his  lectures,  the  phy- 
iiology  and  general  pathology  are  conjoined; 
Thus  in  treating  of  any  function,  as  for  exam- 
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pie  refpiration,  he  confiders  the  manner  in* 
which  it  is  performed,  its  ufes,  its  varieties,* 
as  voice,  fpeech,.  weeping,  laughing,  &c.  its 
diforders,  as  cough,  freezings  and  dyfpnoea, 
of  various  kinds,  their  caufes,,  effedts,  and 
general  principles  of  cure,  whether  radical  or 
palliative. 

£2*  - 

»)i  /C 

/  * 

A  new  edition  of  Mr.  Bell’s  treatife  on  the 

Theory  and  Management  of  Ulcers,  of  which 
an  analyfs  was  given  in  a  former  number  of 
this  work,  is  in  the  prefs,  and  will  foon  be 
publifhed.  In  this  edition,  the  author  has 
made  feveral  alterations,  and  not  a  few  addi¬ 
tions,  which  muff  encreafe  confiderably  the 
value  of  a  work,  which  has  already  defervedly 
met  with  a  very  favourable  reception  from  the: 
public. 
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ISaaci  Newtoni  opera  quae  extant  omnia, 
commentariis  iiluftrabat  Samuel  Horfley, 
LL.  D.  R.  Se  S.  Sc c.  4to.  London. 

The  Medical  Regifrer  For  the  year  1779, 
8-vo.  London. 

Defc  nipt  ions  and  ^figures  of  petrifactions, 
found  in  the  quarries,  gravel-pits,  See .  near 
Bath.  By  John  Walcott,  Efq.  8vo.  London. 

Cafes  and  remarks  in  furgery,  to  which  is 
fubjoined  an  appendix,  containing  the  method 
of  curing  the  bronchocele  in  Coventry.  By  B. 
Wil  mer,  Surgeon.  8vo.  London. 

A  medical  commentary  on  fixed  air,  by  ] 
Mathew  Dobfon,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  8vo.  Lon¬ 
don. 
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Defcription  of  an  engine  for  dividing  ftraight 
lines  on  mathematical  inftruments,  by  J.  Ramf- 
den.  4to.  London, 

Animadverfiones  de  natura  hydropis  ejuL 
que  curatione ;  audtore  Franfifco  Milman, 
M.  D.  8vo,  London, 

A  fynopfis  of  a  courfe  of  ledfures  on  ana^ 
tomy  and  furgery,  by  Magnus  Falconer,  8vo, 
London. 

Experiments  and  obfervations  on  animal 
heat,  and  the  inflammation  of  combuftible 
bodies;  being  an  attempt  to  refolve  thefe 
phenomena  into  a  general  law  of  nature.  By 
Adair  Crawford,  M.  A.  8vo,  London. 

Syflematic  elements  of  the  theory  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  furgery,  by  John  Aitken,  Fellow  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Member  of 
the  Medical  Society,  and  Ledturer  on  Chirur- 
gical  Anatomy  and  Pharmaceutic  Chemiftry 
in  Edinburgh.  8vo,  Edinburgh, 

Hermanni  Boerhaave  epiftol^  ad  Joan  Baf- 
fandum,  medicum  Caefareum.  8vo.  Vindo- 
bonas. 

Succindla  medicorum  Llungarite  et  Tranfyl- 
yani^  Biographia,  excerpta  ex  adverfariis 
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ISteph.  Wizprcmi,  M.  D.  Civit.  Debregen. 
Phip.  2  vols.  8vo.  Vienna. 

Synopfis  Fontium  Auflrise ;  provinciarum- 

cjue  fubditarum  a  J -  C - ,  M.  D.  8vo. 

Vienna. 

Carol!  Cafp.  Siebold  hifboria  lithotomite  in 
modern  homine  bis  fadtse  cum  cjus  rcflitutione. 

$  vo.  Wurgburgh . 

'  » 

Diflertatio  Phyfica  de  aere,  ejufque  fpecie- 
bus,  prtecipue  de  aeie  fixo  lapidis  calcarei.  41a. 
'Zurich. 

Materia  Medica  e  Tegno  vegetabili  Mens 
^implicia  officinalia  pariter  atque  culinaria  fe* 
cundum  fyftenaa  fexnale  ex  autopfia  et  experi- 
,-entia  fideliter  digdlit  Petrus  Jonas  Bergius, 
M.  D.  et  Hilt.  Nat.  et  Pharm.  Prof.  Stock. 
Ate.  libus  tom.  8vo.  Sioekholmise. 

Apparatus  medicaminum  tam  fupplicium 
qnam  praeparatorum  &  compofirorum  in  pra- 
xeos  adjumentum  coniideratus.  Audlore  Jo. 
Andrea  Murray,  M.  D.  &  Bot.  in  Acad.  Reg. 
Gotting.  Prof.  Pub.  Ord.  &c..  VoL  Ium  et 
llum.  8vo.  Gotting^.. 

Collection  complette  des  oeuvres  de  Charles 
Bonnet,  Vol.  I.  II.  III.  4to.  Neufchatel. 
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Epoques  raifonnes  fur  la  vie  d’ Albert  von 
Haller.  8vo.  Leipfic. 

La  Medecine-pratique  de  Londres,  ouvrage 
dans  lequel  on  a  expofe  la  definition  &  les 
fymptomes  des  maladies  avec  la  methode  acr 
Quelle  de  les  guerir,  traduit  fur  la  feconde  edi¬ 
tion,  revu,  public,  &  enrichi  de  notes.  Par 
M.  J.  F.  de  Villiers,  dpdteur  regent  de  la  fa- 
culte  de  medicine  de  Paris.  8vo.  Paris. 

Traite  fur  le  fcorhut,  traduit  du  Latin  de 
M.  Lemeilleur,  Med.  de  Montpellier.  Par 
M.  Giraud,  Med.  de  Befan^on.  8vo.  Paris. 

Experiences  propres  a  faire  connoitre  que 
Falkali  volatil  fluor  eft  le  remede  le  plus  effi- 
cace  dans  les  afphyxies  ;  avec  des  remarques 
fur  les  effets  avantageux  qu’il  produit  dans  la 
morfure  de  la  vipere,  dans  la  rage,  Sec*  Paj: 
M.  Sage.  1 2  mo.  Paris. 

Lettre  a  M.  S— — ,  capitaine  de  cavallerie 
fur  Finftitution  des  fourds  &  muets.  Par  M. 
FAbbe  Defchamps,  chapelain  de  F  Eglife 
d’  Orleans.  1 2mo.  Paris. 

Phyfique  du  corps  humain,  ou  phyfiologie 
moderne,  avec  des  remarques,  fur  la  fante,  la 
nature,  la  caufe,  et  le  traitement  des  maladies, 
$  Fufage  des  etudiens  en  chirurgie  et  en  mede- 
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cine.  Par  M.  l’Abbe  Sauri,  do&eur  en  mede- 
eine  &  correfpondant  de  l’academie  royale  des 
Sciences  de  Montpellier.  2  tomes.  8vo.  Paris* 

Difcours  public  pour  la  rentree  des  ecoles 
de  chirurgie  de  la  ville  de  Lyon,  pronounce 
par  M.  GrafTot,  profefleur  royal  en  matiere 
medico-chirurgicale.  4to.  Paris. 

Lettres  de  M.  Alexandre  Volta,  noble  patrL 
cien  de  Come  et  membre  du  grand/  confeil, 
profefleur  royal  de  phyfique  experimental, 
&c.  fur  Pair  inflammable  des  marais,  aux- 
quelles  on  a  ajoute  trois  lettres  du  meme  au¬ 
teur,  tirees  du  journal  de  Milan.  8vo.  Straf- 
bourg. 

•  f  "  • 

Recherches  fur  les  maladies  chroniques,  par- 
ticulierement  fur  les  hydropifies,  &  fur  les 
moyens  de  les  guerir,  par  M.  Bacher,  dodteur 
regent  de  la  faculte  de  medecine  de  Paris.  8vo. 
Paris. 

Remarques  fur  cette  efpece  de  paralyfie  des 
extremities  inferieures,  que  Pon  trouve  fouvent 
accompagnee  de  la  courbure  de  P  epine  du 
dos,  qui  eft  fuppofee  en  etre  la  caufe  :  avec  la 
methode  de  la  guerir  :  fuivie  de  plufieurs  ob- 
fervations  fur  la  neceflite  et  les  avantages  de 
Pamputation  dans  certaines  circonftances.  Par 
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M*  Percival  Pott,  de  la  Societe  royale  de 
Londres  &  chirurgien  de  l’hopital  de  S.  Bar- 
tholemi,  ouvrage  traduit  de  I’Anglois  avec  des 
#  obfervations,  8c  des  additions.  Par  M.  Beeren- 
broek,  dodteur  en  medicine,  affocie  au  col¬ 
lege  royal  des  medecins,  &  a  la  fociete  royale 
de  medecine  d?  Edimbourg.  8vo.  Bruxelles. 

Diflertationes  medicae  inaugurales  quas  ex 
mi&oritate  reverendi  admodum  viri  Gulielmi 
Robertfon,  S.  S.  T.  P.  Academia?  Edinburgen^ 
praefedti,  nec  non  ampliflimi  fenatus  academic! 
confenfu  8c  nobiiiffim^  facultatis  medics?  de- 
creto,  pro  gradu  dodtoratus,  fummifque  in 
medicina  honoribus  ac  privileges,  rite  ac  legi¬ 
time  confequendis,  eruditomm  examini  fubje- 
cerunt. 

Joannes  Bell,  Britannus,  de  febre  maligna 
quae  anno  1 779,  legionem  de  Biiccleugh  afflixit, 

Georgius  Brown,  Hibernus,  de  ufu  corticis 
Peruviani  in  febribus  intermittentibus. 

Jofephus  Clarke,  Hibernus,  de  putredine  in 
typho  coercenda. 

Gulielmus  Cleghorn,  Britannus,  de  igne. 

Joannes  Hallilay,  Anglo-Britannus,  de 
phthifi  pulmonali. 
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Robertus  Lovell,  e  inftila  Barbada,  de  he«* 
pate. 

Patricius  Plunket,  Hibernus,  de  aere  me* 
phitico. 

Car,  Gul.  Quin,  Hibernus,  de  hydroce- 
phalo  interno. 

Thomas  Shadwell,  Hibernus,  de  phthifi 
pulmonali, 

Edmundus  Simpfon,  Anglus,  de  oculo  hu- 
mano. 

Georgius-Hoggart  Toulmin,  Anglo- Britan- 
pus,  de  cynanche  tonfillari. 

Thomas  Wedrop,  Hibernus,  de  fcrophula. 
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